Press release: Number of children in
long-term workless households at
lowest level in a decade

There are over half a million fewer children living in long-term workless
households since 2010. The number of children in lone parent households that
are long-term workless has fallen 349,000 since 2010.

The number of children in long-term workless households has fallen to its
lowest level in a decade, according to new statistics out today (1 November
2017). This is down 505,000 since 2010.

Data from the Office for National Statistics shows that 9.3% of children,
around 1.1 million, are in long-term workless households. This is the first
time in at least a decade that the percentage figure has fallen below 10%.

The number of children living in lone parent households which are long-term
workless has fallen 73,000 on the year. Around 9 in 10 children live in
households with at least one working adult.

Minister for Employment, Damian Hinds said:

With more than 3 million people in work since 2010, we’re giving
people the chance to find work and to achieve a regular household
income.

We know that children growing up in working households do better in
school and are more likely to be in work in adult life.

We will continue to build on this success and break the cycle of
worklessness. At the heart of our welfare reforms is the goal to
help people improve their lives.

More than 17.6 million households have at least one working adult. Less than
15% of households are classed as workless, with the number having fallen by
89,000 since last year.

Recent employment figures show that there are a near-record 32.1 million
people in work, and the unemployment rate (4.3%) is the lowest since 1975.

Estimates for overall workless households are taken from the Office for
National Statistics ‘Working and Workless Households in the UK: April to June
2017', published in August.

Children who grow up in workless families are almost twice as likely as
children in working families to not reach the expected attainment level at
all stages of their education — research has shown that three-quarters of
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children in workless families fail to reach 5 full GCSEs at grade C or above,
including English and maths.

Compared to children from working families, those from workless families are
also more likely to be workless in adult life. The Improving Lives: Helping
Workless Families policy paper includes research on the impact of children
being in a working household.

Media enquiries for this press release — 020 3267 5144

Follow DWP on:

News story: Civil news: funding in
international child rights of access
cases

New guidance is available to help you with funding applications concerning
international disputes about rights access to a child.

The new ‘Quick Guide’ is available online on the CCMS training website. It
will help you with the application process.

This is for non-means/non-merits tested applications in relation to article
21 of the 1980 Hague Convention. Here are 3 of the most important points
highlighted in the new guidance:

Document upload

Remember to use the document upload facility to attach a copy of the
International Child Abduction and Contact Unit (ICACU) letter before
submitting the application.

Substantive applications only

The application can only be submitted as a substantive application. No work
can be carried out until the certificate has been granted.

Urgent applications

In urgent cases, applications can be prioritised. If you would like to
request an urgent consideration of your application for an article 21 case,
you can notify the Legal Aid Agency of the urgency.

You can do this by emailing:
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Peter.Reed@legalaid.gsi.gov.uk

Stephen.Spittlehouse@legalaid.gsi.gov.uk

Pamela.Read@legalaid.gsi.gov.uk

Further information

CCMS training website — see ‘Article 21 1980 Hague Convention Applications’
under ‘making an initial application’.

Press release: Government action to
end letting agent fees

A new draft bill will be introduced to Parliament today (1 November 2017) to
ban letting fees.

The draft Tenant Fees Bill will set out the government’s approach to banning
letting fees for tenants, helping millions of renters by bringing an end to
costly upfront payments.

Evidence shows the level of fees charged are often not clearly or
consistently explained, leaving many tenants unaware of the true costs of
renting a property.

This latest action will help improve transparency, affordability and
competition in the private rental market. It will also prevent agents from
double charging both tenants and landlords for the same services.

Today the government has also launched a consultation on making membership of
client money protection schemes mandatory for letting and managing agents
that handle client money.

These schemes ensure greater financial protection for landlords and tenants,
giving them complete confidence that their money is safe when it is with
their agent and they can be compensated if all or part of their money is not
repaid.

Communities Secretary Sajid Javid said:
This government is determined to make sure the housing market works
for everyone. Tenants should no longer be hit by surprise fees they

may struggle to afford and should only be required to pay their
rent alongside a refundable deposit.

We’'re delivering on our promise to ban letting agent fees,
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alongside other measures to make renting fairer and increase
protection for renters.

As part of wider plans to improve the rental market, government has already
introduced measures that crack down on the small minority of rogue landlords
that shirk their responsibilities. Earlier this year, the law was changed to
allow councils to impose new fines of up to £30,000 as an alternative to
prosecution for a range of housing offences.

The draft Tenant Fees Bill, which reflects responses from a public
consultation also published today, will:

e Cap holding deposits at no more than one week’s rent and security
deposits at no more than 6 weeks’ rent. The draft bill also sets out the
proposed requirements on landlords and agents to return a holding
deposit to a tenant.

e Create a civil offence with a fine of £5,000 for an initial breach of
the ban on letting agent fees and creating a criminal offence where a
person has been fined or convicted of the same offence within the last 5
years. Civil penalties of up to £30,000 can be issued as an alternative
to prosecution.

e Require Trading Standards to enforce the ban and to make provision for
tenants to be able to recover unlawfully charged fees.

e Appoint a lead enforcement authority in the lettings sector.

e Amend the Consumer Rights Act 2015 to specify that the letting agent
transparency requirements should apply to property portals such as
Rightmove and Zoopla.

More than 9 out of 10 tenants who responded to the government consultation
backed the action to ban letting agent fees, with 7 out of 10 of them saying
these fees affected their ability to move into a new rented property.

Overall more than 4,700 responses to the consultation were received from a
range of individuals and representative bodies from across the sector.

The government’s housing white paper sets out measures to build the homes
Britain needs now and to give those that rent a fairer deal. It puts tackling
the high cost of renting at the heart of its plan to fix the broken housing
market.

The new measures set out in the draft bill are now subject to Parliamentary
scrutiny before they can be introduced into law.
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All proposals relate to England only. The ban on letting fees will apply to
assured shorthold tenancies and licences to occupy in the private rented
sector.

The consultation on making membership of a Client Money Protection Scheme
mandatory for letting and managing agent will help to ensure that all tenants
and landlords have they financial protections they deserve.

Client money protection schemes give landlords and tenants confidence that
their money is safe when it is with their agent, it also means that when
things do go wrong — both tenants and landlords will be compensated if all or
part of their money is not repaid.

The consultation will run for 6 weeks from 1 November 2017.

Read the government response to the consultation on banning letting agent
fees.

Press release: Calstock residents
urged to have say on flood alleviation

plan

The current embankment by the River Tamar which protects Calstock from
flooding is in poor condition and needs replacing.

The Environment Agency is holding a public drop-in session at Calstock next
week to explain how potential works could reduce flood risk to local homes
and businesses, and benefit the environment.

The Environment Agency is keen to learn from local people who are invited to
attend to share their views to help shape our proposals.

Dan Boswell of the Environment Agency said:

The existing flood defence embankment in Calstock protects property
and community assets but is in poor condition and unsustainable in
its current position. By moving it inland it can be maintained to a
better standard to increase its effectiveness at reducing flood
risk and allow the creation of inter-tidal habitat to help offset
the impacts of rising sea levels on wildlife.

Local knowledge and experience about the flood risk from the
residents of Calstock is important to help us design a scheme that
people who live and work in the community support to shape the
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future management of flood risk in their community.

The Environment Agency is seeking to work with local partners to ensure its
work delivers as many benefits as possible to the community. This includes:

e managing flood risk to the community, and the impacts of climate change

e protecting the environment and visual landscape of Calstock and the
Tamar Valley as an important recreational amenity

e enhancing the environment by attracting additional wildlife to the
improved local habitat on land reconnected to the river

The drop-in session for people to learn more and share ideas will take place
in the Kelly Room of Calstock Arts on Wednesday 8 November 2017, from 3pm to
8pm.

Press release: UK-Sudan Strategic
Dialogue: Communiqué

The fourth meeting of the biannual UK-Sudan Strategic Dialogue was hosted by
the Government of the United Kingdom in London on 16 October 2017, co-chaired
by Neil Wigan, Director for Africa at the Foreign and Commonwealth Office of
the United Kingdom, and Ambassador Abdelghani Elnaim Awadelkarim,
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Sudan,
accompanied by delegations from both countries.

The dialogue covered bilateral issues, the peace process, human rights,
development, trade and investment, migration, defence engagement, counter-
terrorism and countering violent extremism, and regional issues.

Both sides welcomed the steps taken since the last Strategic Dialogue meeting
in Khartoum in March 2017 and agreed to continue joint work over the coming
months. The parties welcomed the visit to Sudan by the Archbishop of
Canterbury and the recent visit by the UK’s Department for International
Trade’'s East Africa Director. The UK congratulated the Government of Sudan on
the recent decision by the Government of the United States of America to
permanently lift bilateral economic sanctions, and both sides discussed steps
to be taken to ensure that all Sudanese citizens benefit from this decision.
This included agreeing to make progress on Sudan’s Poverty Reduction Strategy
Paper and an offer from the UK to provide increased support on macroeconomic
reform.

Both parties discussed the reconfiguration of the United Nations-African
Union Mission in Darfur (UNAMID) and the implementation of UN Security
Council Resolution 2362 (2017) . The United Kingdom welcomed the improved
humanitarian access and operating environment and the recent decision by the
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Government of Sudan to extend its unilateral cessation of hostilities in
Darfur and the Two Areas. The Government of Sudan expressed its continued
commitment to the implementation of the African Union High Level
Implementation Panel (AUHIP) Roadmap. Both sides agreed to continue the
regular dialogue on human rights between the two governments at all levels,
including UK support for Sudan’s accession to the Convention against Torture
(CAT), and the subject of trafficking in people.

Both sides looked forward to celebrating the 70th Anniversary of the British
Council in Sudan next year and affirmed their strong commitment to continuing
cooperation on education and cultural exchanges. Both sides expressed strong
concern about the ongoing conflict in South Sudan. The UK welcomed the
Government of Sudan’s decision to open humanitarian corridors and their
continuing commitment to supporting South Sudanese refugees. Both sides
agreed the importance of a politically inclusive peace process and agreed to
engage constructively in support of the current IGAD led Revitalisation
Forum.

The two parties also agreed to continue working together on countering
terrorism and violent extremism. They welcomed the recent exchanges of visits
to share expertise and agreed to continue and broaden these exchanges in
future.

The UK and Sudan reaffirmed the importance of continued progress towards our
joint goals, and a continued broadening of the bilateral relationship, and
agreed to hold another Strategic Dialogue in Khartoum in six months’ time.

On the side-lines of the dialogue, the visiting Sudanese delegation engaged
with Members of Parliament through the two All Party Parliamentary Groups
(APPGs) focusing on Sudan. The UK also hosted a technical workshop on human
rights for the Sudanese delegation, including Sudan’s Special Rapporteur of
the Advisory Council for Human Rights. Through this workshop, the delegation
engaged with representatives from the Foreign and Commonwealth Office,
Ministry of Justice and some of the UK's independent human rights bodies to
discuss issues such as accession to UN human rights treaties and the role of
independent human rights bodies in monitoring and reporting.



