News story: Government announces
landmark campaign to inspire next
generation of engineers

The government has announced that it will work with hundreds of industry
partners to make 2018 the Year of Engineering — and today (16 November 2017)
pledged to work with them to offer a million direct and inspiring experiences
of engineering to young people throughout the year.

Teaming up with a diverse range of partners — covering everything from
technology, healthcare and food production to energy, culture and transport —
the campaign aims to galvanise industry, MPs, parents and teachers in a
national push to inspire the next generation of engineers.

Activities will include large-sale outreach programmes, such as a £1 million
investment from Shell in the interactive Tomorrow’s Engineers Energy Quest
programme for thousands of schoolchildren, a children’s book on engineering
from publisher Usborne, and behind the scenes tours for families. The
campaign will also highlight the role that individuals can play — from
parents helping children with their maths homework or enrolling them in a
coding club, to engineers from all backgrounds sharing their experience and
advice in schools or via social media.

Year of Engineering partner animation

The commitment comes as the UK faces an estimated shortfall of 20,000
engineering graduates a year, with half of companies in the sector saying the
shortage is having a significant impact on productivity and growth. By
bringing young people from all backgrounds face to face with engineering
experiences and role models, the campaign aims to showcase the creativity and
innovation of engineering careers and widen the pool of young people who
consider the profession, diversifying a workforce that is 91% male and 94%
white.

Partners including Siemens, the Science Museum Group, Ocado, Usborne, BAE
Systems and Crossrail have already pledged their support. Teaming up with
these and hundreds of other partners, the government will deliver a year of
UK-wide school visits, exhibitions and open doors events — all aimed at
encouraging young people and their parents to take a closer look at
engineering.

Secretary of State for Transport Chris Grayling said:

Engineering is one of the most productive sectors in our economy,
but a lack of young people entering the profession is damaging
growth. With major investment being made in infrastructure and new
technologies that aim to improve the way we travel, work and live,
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it’s crucial to the nation’s success that more people join the
profession.

This Year of Engineering is our commitment to transforming
perceptions of engineering among young people, their parents and
their teachers. We need people from all backgrounds to see the
creativity, opportunity and value of engineering careers.

Business and Energy Secretary Greg Clarke said:

Engineering makes a significant contribution to our economy and
this government is determined to strengthen it further. To ensure
we have a high-skilled economy that is fit for the future, our
industrial strategy is committed to helping people and businesses
by boosting engineering and ensuring everyone has the skills needed
to thrive in a modern economy.

Education Minister Anne Milton said:

As Minister for Skills, I want to see young people from all
backgrounds have the opportunity to pursue rewarding careers and
jobs in engineering whether they choose an academic or technical
route. Through the Year of Engineering, we will work with
businesses to inspire the next generation of world-class engineers.

For our country to thrive and prosper with the highly-skilled
individuals that businesses need we must work with employers to
tackle the skills gap. The Year of Engineering will help to address
the shortages of engineers that have long held us back as an
economy.

An introduction to the Year of Engineering

The Year of Engineering launches in January 2018. To find out more, visit the
Year of Engineering partner website or follow the campaign on Twitter. Follow
the hashtag #inspireanengineer to discover how parents, teachers, engineers
and organisations can inspire the next generation of budding engineers.

Press release: FCO expresses concern
at deteriorating situation in Yemen

Call for all parties to engage in peace process to ensure humanitarian access
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in Yemen.

FCO Spokesperson statement:

We are deeply concerned by the risk of a serious deterioration of the
humanitarian situation in Yemen. We call on all parties to ensure immediate
access for commercial and humanitarian supplies to avert the threat of
starvation and disease faced by millions of civilians. We call for the
immediate resumption of UN flights and the reopening of Hodeidah port. The UK
is the second largest donor to the UN’s Yemen Appeal, and UKaid has already
provided food to almost 2m people and clean water to over 1lm more. We must
continue to offer this lifesaving assistance and that is why we call on all
parties ensure that humanitarian workers are able to enter and exit the
country and access all affected areas.

We share the concern of Saudi Arabia about the security threat posed by
ballistic missiles, such as the one of 4 November. We understand the need to
take action to stem the flow of sophisticated weaponry into Yemen, including
the importance of effective monitoring and controls. Efforts to implement the
arms embargo called for by UN Security Council Resolution 2216 must be
increased by all states while ensuring that vital commercial and humanitarian
supplies are able to reach vulnerable Yemeni people.

We believe that a comprehensive political solution is the only way to end the
conflict and bring real stability to Yemen. We call on all parties to engage
with the peace process.

Press release: PM: We must get back to
building the homes this country needs

The number of new homes delivered each year has been increasing since 2010,
but the Prime Minister will say there is more we can do to build the homes
the country needs.

Speaking ahead of a visit to a housing development in Barnet, North London
today (Thursday 16 November), which coincides with the publication of new
statistics on housebuilding, Theresa May said:

“For decades we simply have not been building enough homes, nor have we been
building them quickly enough, and we have seen prices rise.

“The number of new homes being delivered each year has been increasing since
2010, but there is more we can do.

“We must get back into the business of building the good quality new homes
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for people who need them most.

“That is why I have made it my mission to build the homes the country needs
and take personal charge of the Government'’s response.

“Today I am seeing the work now underway to put this right and, in coming
weeks and months, my Government will be going further to ensure that we build
more homes, more quickly.

“This will be a long journey and it will take time for us to fix the broken
housing market — but I am determined to build a Britain fit for the future.”

Later today Communities Secretary Sajid Javid will deliver a speech on
housing at the Temple Meads Quarter in Bristol to reinforce the government’s
approach to back housing of all tenures, including more social housing.

The Communities Secretary is expected to say:

“The generation crying out for help with housing is not over-entitled. They
don’t want the world handed to them on a plate. They want simple fairness,
moral justice, the opportunity to play by the same rules enjoyed by those who
came before them.

“Without affordable, secure, safe housing we risk creating a rootless
generation, drifting from one short-term tenancy to the next, never staying
long enough to play a role in their community.

“Our Housing White Paper in February set out our broad vision. It described
the scale of the challenge and the need for action on many fronts. Since then
we’'ve been putting it into action, laying the foundations for hundreds of
thousands more homes.

“But there are many, many faults in our housing market, dating back many,
many years. If you only fix one you’ll make some progress, but not enough.
This is a big problem and we have to think big.”

He will announce that the Government is taking housing associations’ debt off
the balance sheet, ensuring housing associations have a stable investment
environment to build more homes.

This builds on the Government’s ongoing work to tackle the challenges in the
housing sector including:

e Increasing the affordable housing budget by an additional £2 billion to
over £9 billion, to deliver more homes at social rent and potentially
leverage investment from housing associations and councils of up to £5
billion;

e Setting a long term rent deal for councils and housing associations in
England from 2020 — helping support them build more homes;



Creating the £3 billion Home Building Fund last year to build more
houses across England. Over £1.7 billion has now been committed, and
will mean over 100,000 new homes built across England;

e Publishing the Housing White Paper which set out the Government’s plans,
including ensuring councils release more land for housing, and giving
them new powers to ensure that developers actually build homes once
they’re given planning permission to do so;

e Introducing schemes like Help to Buy to support people who are
struggling right now — this has already helped over 130,000 more
families with the deposit they need to buy their own home. We have now
invested a further £10 billion in Help to Buy to help a further 135,000
households by 2021; and

e Meeting big and small developers, local authorities and housing
associations to ask them to all play their part in increasing the number
of homes being built. The Prime Minister and the Communities Secretary
recently held a meeting with developers and housing associations in
Downing Street to discuss actions needed to remove the barriers they are
facing in building new homes.

Since April 2010, around 346,000 affordable homes have been delivered,
including 240,000 for rent. More than twice as much council housing has been
built since 2010 than in the previous 13 years.

Press release: Prime Minister and
Chancellor technology roundtable at
Downing Street

A Downing Street spokesperson said:

“The Prime Minister and Chancellor co-hosted a roundtable this afternoon with
leading figures from the UK tech industry, ahead of a reception at Downing
Street attended by entrepreneurs and innovators from across the country.

“The Prime Minister began by welcoming the huge contribution that the tech
sector makes to the whole of the UK. She promised to listen to the industry’s
views on what more Government can do to help it go from strength to strength.

“The Chancellor said Government would be ambitious as it works to make the
most of the incredible potential of the tech sector, to break down the
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barriers facing entrepreneurs and to drive future growth.

“On Brexit, the Prime Minister said she had no doubt that the UK will remain
a brilliant place to build a tech business after we have left the EU, and
reiterated that she is determined to get the best deal for our country. There
was agreement during the discussion on the need for Britain to take advantage
of the opportunity of Brexit to be bold and ambitious in the action we're
taking to boost the tech sector.

“There was also consensus on the need to make sure we’'re attracting the
brightest and best talent to the UK. Eileen Burbidge, Chair of Tech City UK,
welcomed the PM’'s announcement of an increase in visas for tech talent as
being exactly what the sector needs.

“There was a discussion on skills, and the need to ensure people of all ages
and backgrounds have the digital skills to get ahead and take up the good,
high-quality jobs on offer in the tech industry. And there was agreement on
the importance of continued investment in infrastructure, including superfast
broadband.

“Nick Sturge, CEO of Engine Shed, welcomed the new investment to expand Tech
City UK into a nationwide network, which he said has the potential to raise
the profile of regional tech hubs and entrepreneurs outside of London.

“Culture Secretary Karen Bradley closed the roundtable by reaffirming the
Government’s ongoing commitment to supporting the sector and to maintaining
this engagement through future meetings, to ensure the UK remains at the
forefront of innovation and technology in the years ahead.”

News story: UK EXTENDS SUPPORT TO
PEACEKEEPING IN SOUTH SUDAN

Defence Minister Lord Howe made the announcement at the 2017 United Nations
(UN) Peacekeeping Defence Ministerial in Vancouver.

At the event, co-hosted by the UK and partners, which comes one year on from
the meeting held in London, Lord Howe announced that the UK is extending its
deployment of some 300 British Army engineers to the UN Mission in South
Sudan for an additional year, until April 2020.

Defence Minister, Lord Howe, said:
We remain unwaveringly committed to international peace and
security and this extension is a demonstration of that.

It’s all part of the UK's efforts to deliver stability worldwide,
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which will help tackle issues like terrorism and mass migration,
keeping us safe at home as well as improving lives internationally.

The UK is also cooperating closely with Vietnam’s first UN troop deployment,
as they prepare to take over the running of a field hospital in South Sudan
from the UK next year.

The announcements came at the ministerial where representatives from around
80 countries and five international organisations met with the aim of
improving the conduct of peacekeeping, including training, equipment,
leadership and rapid response capability.

The defence ministerial built on the momentum of the 2016 conference in
London, where the ‘3Ps of peacekeeping reform’ agenda was launched, focusing
on planning, pledges and performance.

Reflecting this year’s additional focus on partnerships, Lord Howe also
signed a statement of intent with Bangladesh to sell two RAF C130J transport
aircraft to the Bangladeshi Air Force, with the revenue being reinvested back
into UK defence. The C130Js will help Bangladesh play a leading role in UN
Peacekeeping Missions in the coming years.

The Vice Chief of the Defence Staff, General Sir Gordon Messenger, also
joined with representatives from Canada and Bangladesh to launch the Women,
Peace and Security Chiefs of Defence Network, to promote the integration of
gender perspectives into armed forces and peacekeeping.



