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Good afternoon everyone, many thanks to Paul [Carter] for that kind
introduction.

And thank you also for everything you’ve done as Chairman of the CCN.

You’ve shown tireless leadership and endless enthusiasm for the task, and it
has been a real pleasure working with you.

The last time I spoke at a major local government conference, it was the
LGA’s one back in the summer.

And I think it’s fair to say the reception was a little mixed.

Views were diverse.

Some said it went down like a bucket of cold sick.

Others disagreed – they liked it even less!

I know you’ve had a great day today.

I’ve been looking at the agenda and it looks like a brilliant programme.

I’m sorry I’m not able to join you for this evening’s festivities.

Sadly I’ve got to rush back for votes, which is a shame as I see Gyles
Brandreth is tonight’s after-dinner speaker.

He’s certainly worth sticking around for.

I’m sure you all know that Gyles used to be a Conservative MP, from 1992 to
1997.

A very different time, when a minority government was beset with sleaze
allegations and facing divisions over Europe…

Less well-known is the fact that, in 1978, Gyles was European Champion at the
board game Monopoly.

True story.

So he certainly knows how to get houses built.

And in central London too, not on the green belt!

It’s a pleasure to be here in lovely Marlow, on the edge of the Chiltern
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Hills.

It’s a very historic town.

Mary Shelly lived just down the road when she was writing Frankenstein.

The story of a well-meaning individual who wants to do the right thing but
ends up unleashing a monster.

Kind of like me with that LGA speech, actually…

With so much focus on the outcome of June’s General Election, a lot of people
seem to have forgotten about May’s county polls.

Well, a lot of people outside this room, anyway!

Congratulations to everyone here who got elected or re-elected.

Paul, for example, he won 66% of the votes in his ward and leads a group that
holds more than 80% of the seats in Kent.

80%!

I think it’s fair to say us Conservative MPs are a little envious!

I know it’s not easy to ask your fellow residents to judge you, put their
faith in you, vote for you.

I’ve done it 3 times myself now and it’s certainly a humbling experience.

But a great many men and women did just that back in May, with thousands
winning the backing of their local communities and proudly taking their seats
on county councils.

In the weeks before the vote I travelled the whole country, talking with and
listening to county councillors, candidates, officials and residents and
hearing about what really mattered to them.

I often talk about councillors as being on the frontline of democracy and my
tour of the counties really reinforced that.

What you do matters.

The decisions you make matter.

The people you serve rely on you to get things right. Time and again – you
deliver for them.

You don’t do it for fame or riches.

You certainly don’t do it for an easy life.

You do it because you want to make a difference.



Because you want to make life better for the people of your counties.

You represent the very best aspects of public service and of British life.

And it’s an honour, an absolute honour, to represent you as Secretary of
State.

The topics being debated here today and tomorrow show just how important our
county councils are.

Social care, children’s services, transport, jobs and more.

These are the building blocks of daily life, relied on by millions of people.

And of course the thread that runs through all of them is the thread that
runs through all of politics and government.

The thread alluded to by my Labour Shadow just a few minutes ago.

Funding.

I know that I could stand here all night and make any number of announcements
and pronouncements and promises…

…and you’d all nod along politely and then say “that’s great, Saj, now show
me the money”.

With the Budget happening on Wednesday and the local government finance
settlement to come, it wouldn’t be right for me to get into specifics right
now.

But, whatever the Budget brings, whatever the finance settlement brings, I
remain totally committed to speaking up for the needs of local government.

Twelve months ago I stood in front of you and promised to fight for county
councils in the year ahead.

To speak for you, lobby for you and be an advocate for you at the Cabinet
table and beyond.

Twelve months on, that’s a promise I’ve worked hard to keep.

Over the past year, Marcus Jones and I have never stopped fighting to secure
finance agreements that work for everyone.

For Whitehall, for the counties, and above all for the people we all serve.

That’s why we announced an extension of the business rates retention pilots.

That’s why we secured sizable amounts of fresh funding for adult social care
and just last week announced plans for a new green paper.

And that’s why we’re continuing to push ahead with our work on Fair Funding.
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I recognise this is still a difficult financial climate. I know the pressures
that you face, particularly with respect to adult and children’s social care.

I’m also not naïve enough to think there’s a single magic bullet that will
instantly solve all of the issues you face.

I’d advise you to raise a sceptical eyebrow at anyone who claims to have one.

I’m interested in the long-term, not the quick fix.

Sustainable change, not an easy win.

And that’s why I will keep working with you to better understand these
challenges so I can continue to fight your corner.

With many of your councils dating back to Victorian times, it’s easy to
characterise counties as the dusty old relatives of the local government
world…

…especially when compared with the shiny new unitaries, combined authorities
and so on.

But that stereotype couldn’t be more wrong.

Because this is an exciting time for anyone involved with county councils.

A time of new opportunities, new roles, new ways to better serve the people
you represent.

I know that in some corners of local government there’s still this outdated
attitude that says councils should stay in their lane.

“We’re responsible for this, the districts are responsible for that and never
the twain shall meet”.

You don’t need me to tell you that such thinking is woefully out of date.

The future – not to mention the present – is all about joined-up thinking,
working together strategically to get things done.

Look at housing, the single biggest challenge of our age.

Most counties are not planning authorities, directly responsible for
delivering homes.

But you’re all responsible for transport.

For schools.

For roads.

For creating an environment in which homes can be built, in which communities
can be created.



I know that tomorrow you’re going to hear from Ed Lister about the role of
counties in getting homes built.

And it’s great that you’re discussing it, because the only way we will build
the homes this country needs is if we all roll up our sleeves and do our bit.

There are also opportunities for closer working across county lines.

There was a time when most peoples’ lives extended no further than a day’s
walk from their home, but such days are far behind us.

In 21st century Britain, people are mobile.

Their work is mobile, their lives are mobile.

They are not constrained by lines on a map, and nor should you be.

No man is an island and – with a handful of literal exceptions – no council
is either.

All local authorities are intrinsically linked with their neighbours on
issues such as transport, housing and the economy…

…even the Isle of Wight with its links to Hampshire, Portsmouth and
Southampton.

Earlier this month I was in China, where interest in the Northern Powerhouse
and Midlands Engine was pronounced because potential investors want to look
at opportunities on a regional level, not just individual towns, cities and
counties.

That’s why strategic co-operation between councils has never been so
important.

Sometimes that will be an informal process, sometimes more official.

We already see a great many Local Enterprise Partnerships crossing local
authority lines, recognising the flows of people and money in the modern
economy and the need for strategic decision-making.

And of course combined authorities, with a directly elected mayor, are
already delivering results right across the country.

Up to now relatively few county councils have been involved in devolution
deals.

Devolution has been seen as something for the big cities, the metropolitan
centres.

This government remains absolutely committed to the devolution agenda, but I
see no reason why its benefits should be limited to the cities.

That’s particularly important given our Industrial Strategy, which is built
around the goal of sharing the benefits of growth right across the country –
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north and south, urban and rural, cities and counties.

Devolution and localism, for me, is all about making decisions at the most
appropriate level.

Some things, matters of national importance, will always be best decided at
Westminster.

But for everything else, there are all kinds of opportunities to redistribute
power in all kinds of ways.

Just look at Transport for the North, set to become a statutory body in the
spring, and recognising the benefits of looking at transport on a regional
level.

What does this mean for counties?

Well, if you have an idea for making local government work better, one that
serves the interests of local people, then please come and tell me about it.

If local people want it, if local businesses want it, I’ll do what I can to
help you make it happen.

And that could include non-mayoral combined authorities in, for example,
rural areas where a single figurehead isn’t necessarily suitable.

To help with that process we’re looking at how to design a devolution
framework.

As promised in our election manifesto it will be a common set of guidelines.

Rules that everyone plays by, so that everyone involved in the process…

…local authorities, businesses, residents…

…knows where they stand and what is expected of them.

Work is still in the early stages – and I’d welcome your support in shaping
the final product.

But I want a framework that, above all else, provides clarity and consistency
about what a successful devolution agreement looks like.

What standards will need to be met, what outcomes will need delivered, what
red lines there are for the whole process.

Expectations about leadership, scope and levels of local support.

With a clear position on how devolution negotiations should proceed,
authorities at all levels will much better placed to develop and put forward
proposals that suit the unique needs of their residents and businesses.

It will help ensure that the right decisions are made at the right levels, so
that local people get the services they deserve.
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Of course, devolution and combined authorities aren’t the only changes that
counties are talking about right now.

I’ve now received two proposals setting out competing visions for the future
of Buckinghamshire – whether that should be as one unitary or two.

These show councils at their best – ambitious, innovative, and ready to come
forward with exciting ideas for the future.

We’re now going through both sets of plans very closely and will be making an
announcement on next steps as soon as we can.

And, earlier this month, I announced that I’m minded to support the plan for
a pair of unitary authorities in Dorset.

I know that’s a decision that was welcomed by the CCN, it’s great to be on
the same page as you.

But, more importantly for me, it’s a decision that was also supported by two-
thirds of Dorset residents.

By the Dorset Local Enterprise Partnership.

By the vast majority of local businesses.

By 6 of the 9 local councils.

By most of the county’s MPs.

I’ve always been clear that any change to council structures should not be
dreamed up or imposed by Whitehall, but led by local councils and local
people.

And that’s exactly what we’ve seen in Dorset.

Yes, some people disagree with the move.

That’s what happens in a democracy.

And that’s why, when I announced that I was minded to support the change, I
made it very clear that further steps are needed to try to secure local
consent before a final decision is made.

Last year I told you that I wasn’t going to force all of you to go unitary.

That’s still very much the case.

But if councils want to come to me with proposals that will improve local
government, improve public services, and give better value to local
taxpayers…

My door is always open.

And if, as in Dorset, those plans are built on a foundation of local support,



it will make any decision I have to make a great deal easier!

Speaking of councils coming to me with ideas, let me take this opportunity to
thank the CCN and Respublica for the fascinating report you’ve just
published.

At a time when opportunities and challenges are plenty, it’s great to see you
proactively looking at innovative ways of dealing with them.

In Budget week in particular, it’s very easy for politicians who aren’t in
power to offer blank cheques they know will never be cashed and empty
promises they know will never be kept.

Actually coming up with workable, practical ideas is much harder.

So this report is a welcome addition to the debate.

It certainly provides food for thought, and my team and I will be looking at
it closely.

And I’ll also be asking Paul to sign a copy so I can give it to Marcus Jones
in the Secret Santa next month!

All ministers have annual fixtures in their speaking diaries – the CCN
conference is one such example.

But, because I’ve run 3 departments in less than 4 years, this conference
today is actually the first time I’ve managed to speak an annual event 2
years in a row!

I think it’s fitting that the CCN is where I break that particular duck.

Because local government is very, very important to me.

I talk about housing a lot, everyone knows it’s my number one priority, but
that doesn’t mean I’m not full of admiration for what you do.

So it’s great that I’m able to come back year after year to build
relationships, reflect on progress, and work together on the challenges and
opportunities that lie ahead.

That’s why, rather than talking at you for an hour, I’m going to give over
the rest of this slot to Q&A.

I want to hear your views, your concerns, your ideas.

I want a conversation with local government, not a lecture.

County councils have roots that go back through the centuries.

They are a significant part of this country’s history.

They play a vital role in its present.



And, when I look around this room, I see no shortage of ambition for the
future.

I’m looking forward to working with all of you to turn that ambition into
results.

Thank you.

Press release: PM meeting with
President Nana Akufo-Addo: 20 November
2017

This afternoon Prime Minister Theresa May welcomed President Nana Akufo-Addo
of Ghana to Downing Street for a bilateral meeting.

The Prime Minister congratulated President Akufo-Addo on Ghana’s 60th
Anniversary of Independence and affirmed her wish to renew the UK-Ghana
partnership for the next 60 years and beyond.

They discussed how to build on bilateral trade ties, including by encouraging
more UK companies to invest in Ghana.

The Prime Minister said that she looked forward to welcoming the President
back to London in April for the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting.
They agreed on the importance of engaging with young people and putting them
at the heart of the Commonwealth agenda.

The leaders noted the importance of UK and Ghana’s close co-operation on key
security challenges including counter-terrorism, organised crime and human
trafficking.

News story: UK and France increase
security cooperation in the Channel

The Defence Secretary, Gavin Williamson, and his French counterpart, Florence
Parly, have reaffirmed the strength of British-French defence ties at a
meeting at the historic Admiralty House today.

Following an inspection of a Guard of Honour at Horse Guards Parade, the
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Defence Secretary and the French Minister of the Armed Forces signed an
agreement to increase British and French co-operation on countering terrorism
and illegal migration in the Channel, one of the busiest maritime highways in
the world.

Defence Secretary, Gavin Williamson, said:

French security is our security, which is why our defence
relationship with them is vital to us and to Europe as a whole. It
will continue even after the UK leaves the European Union.

The Channel is of huge importance to both our countries. This new
agreement demonstrates our commitment to work with international
partners to help tackle the threat of piracy and terrorism around
the globe and protect our people at home.

The agreement builds on existing maritime cooperation between the Royal Navy
and French Navy, which includes joint exercises and intelligence-sharing. It
will ensure both countries use the most modern technologies and share
knowledge, to help identify suspicious activities and conduct maritime
security operations.

The meeting came ahead of the next UK-France Summit in the new year, which
will further strengthen the UK and France’s Defence cooperation under the
Lancaster House Treaty.

Speech: Minister for the Middle East
speech on the situation in Yemen

With permission, Mr Speaker I would like to make a statement to the House on
the humanitarian and political situation in Yemen and the implications of the
conflict for regional security.

Her Majesty’s Government remains deeply concerned by the humanitarian
situation in Yemen and the impact recent restrictions are having on what was
already the worst humanitarian crisis in the world and largest ever cholera
outbreak.

We recognise the risk of a severe deterioration of the humanitarian
situation, if restrictions are not quickly removed and call on all parties to
ensure immediate access for commercial and humanitarian supplies through all
Yemen’s land, air and sea ports.

But we should be clear about the reality of the conflict in Yemen. The Saudi-
led Coalition launched a military intervention after a rebel insurgency took
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the capital by force and overthrew the legitimate Government of Yemen as
recognised by the UN Security Council. Ungoverned spaces in Yemen are being
used by non-state actors and terrorist groups to launch attacks against
regional countries, international shipping lanes and the Yemeni people.

As my Rt Hon friend the Foreign Secretary has made clear, we strongly condemn
the attempted missile attack against Riyadh on 4 November. This attack, which
has been claimed by the Houthis, deliberately targeted a civilian area and
was intercepted over an international airport.

The United Kingdom remains committed to supporting Saudi Arabia to address
its legitimate security needs.

We are therefore deeply concerned by reports that Iran has provided the
Houthis with ballistic missiles. This is contrary to the arms embargo
established by UN Security Council Resolution 2216 and serves to threaten
regional security and prolong the conflict.

I understand that a UN team is currently visiting Riyadh to investigate these
reports. It is essential that the UN conducts a thorough investigation. The
UK stands ready to share its expertise to support this process.

But Mr Speaker, we recognise that those who suffer most from this conflict
are the people of Yemen.

We understand why the Saudi-led Coalition felt obliged to temporarily close
Yemen’s ports and airports in order to strengthen enforcement of the UN
mandated arms embargo. It is critical that international efforts to disrupt
illicit weapons flows are strengthened.

At the same time, it is vital that commercial and humanitarian supplies of
food, fuel and medicine are able to reach vulnerable Yemeni people,
particularly in the north – where 70% of those in need live.

Even before the current restrictions, 21 million were already in need of
humanitarian assistance and 7 million were only a single step away from
famine. 90% of food in Yemen is imported and three quarters of that comes via
the ports of Hodeidah and Salif. No other ports in Yemen have the capacity to
make up that shortfall.

Our NGO partners in Yemen are already reporting that water and sewerage
systems in major cities have stopped operating because of a lack of fuel.
This means that millions no longer have access to clean water and sanitation,
in a country already suffering from the worst cholera outbreak in modern
times.

The current restrictions on access for both commercial and humanitarian
shipments risk making an already dire situation immeasurably worse for the
Yemeni people. We have heard the UN’s stark warnings about the risk of
famine.

We call on all parties to ensure immediate access for commercial and
humanitarian supplies to avert the threat of starvation and disease faced by



millions of civilians.

We also call for the immediate reopening of Hodeidah port and the resumption
of UN flights into Sana’a and Aden airports, as the Foreign Office statement
on 15 November made clear. Restrictions on humanitarian flights are causing
problems for humanitarian workers, including British nationals, who wish to
enter or exit the country.

We have been urgently and proactively seeking a resolution of this situation.
Our Ambassador in Riyadh has been in frequent contact with the Saudi Foreign
Minister. My Rt Hon friend the Foreign Secretary has discussed the situation
in Yemen with the Crown Prince, with whom we have emphasised the urgency of
addressing the worsening humanitarian crisis. My Rt Hon friend the Secretary
of State for International Development has spoken to both the UN Secertary-
General and the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs since about
the situation in Yemen since her appointment on 9 November.

We are also continuing to work closely with other regional and international
partners, including the UN. On 18 November, my Rt Hon friend the Foreign
Secretary spoke to the UN Secretary-General. Central to this discussion was
how the security concerns of Saudi Arabia can be addressed to enable these
restrictions to be lifted. It is vitally important that the UN and Saudi
Arabia enter a meaningful and constructive dialogue.

More broadly, we will continue to support the people of Yemen through the
provision of lifesaving humanitarian supplies. The UK is the fourth largest
humanitarian donor to Yemen, and the second largest to the UN appeal –
committing £155 million to Yemen for 2017/18. UKaid has already provided food
to almost two million people and clean water to over one million more.

Mr Speaker, the only way to bring long-term stability to Yemen is through a
political solution. That is why peace talks remain the top priority. The
Houthis must abandon pre-conditions and engage with the UN Special Envoy’s
proposals.

The UK has played, and continues to play, a leading role in diplomatic
efforts to find a peaceful solution. This includes bringing together key
international actors – including the US, Saudi, Emirati and Omani allies –
through the Quad and Quint process. We intend to convene another such meeting
shortly. It is vital that we work together to refocus the political track.

The UK will also continue to play a leading role on Yemen through the UN. In
June, we proposed and supported the UN Security Council Presidential
Statement which expressed deep concern about the humanitarian situation in
Yemen. The statement called for an end to the fighting, a return to UN-led
peace talks and stressed the importance of unhindered humanitarian access. It
is vital that the words of the text are converted into action. The
international community’s unified and clear demands must be respected.

I commend this statement to the House.



Press release: Meter stops running for
director of taxi company

Gheorghe Betianu, gave a disqualification undertaking to the Secretary of
State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy on 12 October 2017, which,
prevents him from managing or controlling a company without leave of the
court from 14 November 2017 until November 2024.

Mr Betianu, a former Olympic boxer, was the sole appointed director of
Riverside Group (London) Ltd (RGLL) from 1995 to the date of creditors’
voluntary liquidation on 2016. He was also the company’s sole shareholder.

RGLL traded under the name of Media Cars and provided taxi services in the
London area and private ambulance transportation to various London hospitals.

An Insolvency Service investigation found that Mr Betianu failed to ensure
that RGLL maintained adequate accounting records and caused RGLL to trade to
the detriment of HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC). At liquidation HMRC were owed
at least £343,664 for PAYE/NIC and VAT.

Aldona O’Hara, Investigation Leader, Insolvent Investigations Midlands & West
at the Insolvency Service, said:

Directors have a duty to ensure that their companies maintain
proper accounting records, and, following insolvency, deliver them
to the office-holder in the interests of fairness and transparency.

Without a full account of transactions it is impossible to
determine whether a director has discharged his duties properly, or
is using a lack of documentation as a cloak for impropriety.

In addition, directors who fail to ensure that HMRC are treated on
an equal basis with other classes of creditor gain an unfair
advantage over those companies who pay their taxes correctly and on
time. They can expect to be investigated by the Insolvency Service
and enforcement action taken to remove them from the market place.

Riverside Group (London) Limited – Company Registration Number 03066834 – was
incorporated on 12 June 1995. It traded from 1997 to May 2016 from 12 West
Lane, Bermondsey, London, SE16 4NY.

Gheorghe Betianu, date of birth: September 1959 was the sole appointed
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director of RGLL from 15 June 1995 to the date of Creditors’ Voluntary
Liquidation on 03 June 2016. He was also the sole shareholder of RGLL.

RGLL went into liquidation on 3 June 2016, with assets of £11,050 and owing
an estimated £473,582 to creditors.

A disqualification order has the effect that without specific permission of a
court, a person with a disqualification cannot:

act as a director of a company
take part, directly or indirectly, in the promotion, formation or
management of a company or limited liability partnership
be a receiver of a company’s property

Disqualification undertakings are the administrative equivalent of a
disqualification order but do not involve court proceedings. Persons subject
to a disqualification order are bound by a range of other restrictions.

The Insolvency Service, an executive agency sponsored by the Department for
Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS), administers the insolvency
regime, and aims to deliver and promote a range of investigation and
enforcement activities both civil and criminal in nature, to support fair and
open markets. We do this by effectively enforcing the statutory company and
insolvency regimes, maintaining public confidence in those regimes and
reducing the harm caused to victims of fraudulent activity and to the
business community, including dealing with the disqualification of directors
in corporate failures.

BEIS’ mission is to build a dynamic and competitive UK economy that works for
all, in particular by creating the conditions for business success and
promoting an open global economy. The Criminal Investigations and
Prosecutions team contributes to this aim by taking action to deter fraud and
to regulate the market. They investigate and prosecute a range of offences,
primarily relating to personal or company insolvencies.

The agency also authorises and regulates the insolvency profession, assesses
and pays statutory entitlement to redundancy payments when an employer cannot
or will not pay employees, provides banking and investment services for
bankruptcy and liquidation estate funds and advises ministers and other
government departments on insolvency law and practice.

Further information about the work of the Insolvency Service, and how to
complain about financial misconduct, is available.

You can also follow the Insolvency Service on:
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