
Press release: First Secretary
encouraged by constructive Cardiff
talks

First Secretary of State Damian Green MP said he was encouraged by the
constructive nature of the latest round of Brexit talks with the Welsh First
Minister in Cardiff today.

He was speaking after the latest bilateral talks in Cardiff with Welsh
Secretary Alun Cairns MP and the Welsh First Minister Carwyn Jones AM and
Finance Secretary Mark Drakeford AM.

Mr Green said the meeting with Carwyn Jones had enabled the two governments
to make progress in ensuring that all parts of the UK are ready for our
withdrawal from the EU.

The discussions are to ensure that the necessary arrangements are in place
under the EU (Withdrawal) Bill for distributing powers returned from the
European Union and identifying where common frameworks will be required.

First Secretary of State, Damian Green said:

We are now making real progress in ensuring that all parts of the
UK are ready for the extra powers that are coming back from the EU
to the UK. The talks today with the First Minister were very
constructive and I thank him for that.

Everyone accepts that UK frameworks will be required in certain
areas to protect the vital advantages of the UK domestic market.
Both sides are now getting into the deep detail of how we put in
place the best arrangements for the day we leave the EU.

I am confident we can keep up this momentum and have a successful
Joint Ministerial Committee (JMC) with all the devolved
administrations in London next month.

Secretary of State for Wales Alun Cairns said:

I am encouraged by our discussions today. We are making good
progress in identifying where common approaches will be needed
after the UK leaves the EU, in line with the principles for
frameworks already agreed.

I am confident this process will deliver agreed UK frameworks in
the areas where we need them and a significant increase in powers
for the National Assembly for Wales and the Welsh Government.
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Our discussions today lay the ground for intensive talks between
the two governments up to Christmas and into the New Year.

The UK and Welsh Government ministers met in Cardiff in September, then again
in London on 11 October, where they discussed a set of principles to guide
the discussions.

These principles were agreed at a meeting of JMC (EN) on 16 October, and the
Prime Minister and First Minister held a constructive meeting on 30 October.

ENDS

News story: New chairman appointed for
the Central Arbitration Committee

Business Minister Margot James has today (30 November) announced that Stephen
Redmond has been appointed as chairman of the Central Arbitration Committee
(CAC).

The CAC encourages fair and efficient arrangements in the workplace by
resolving collective disputes in England, Scotland and Wales, either by
voluntary agreement or, if necessary, through a legal decision.

Mr Redmond, a former NHS Human Resources Director, takes over from Sir
Michael Burton.

Biography – Stephen Redmond

Stephen Redmond is an experienced human resources and organisational
development professional and was one of four national HR Directors for the
NHS in the UK. Stephen has worked in central and devolved government, the
NHS, health and social care and the mining industry. He has worked
internationally for the British Government in developing countries and as a
consultant in Asia, Russia, Eastern Europe and Africa.

Mr Redmond’s previous appointments include Independent Panel Chair at the
Judicial Appointments Commission, Independent Chair of the Doctor’s and
Dentist’s Disciplinary Appeals Panel, Non-Executive Director at The Coal
Authority, Fitness to Practice Chair at the Nursing and Midwifery Council and
Member at the Judicial Investigation and Conduct Office.
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Press release: Defence Science and
Technology Laboratory appoints new
Chief Executive

Gary has spent his career in the development and supply of mission-critical
wireless communications solutions to public safety, industrial and
transportation sectors.

He has previously held senior global positions at Sepura and at Motorola
Solutions, where he had commercial responsibility for sales, services,
operations and product management.

As Dstl’s Chief Executive, Gary will lead an organisation of over 3,800
scientists and engineers providing specialist, and in many cases world-
leading expertise, across a wide-range of disciplines.

Ahead of his arrival, Gary said:

I am excited to begin a new challenge at Dstl, in an organisation
that provides such essential skills, knowledge and capabilities in
support of the defence, security and prosperity of the UK.

Sir David Pepper, Chairman of Dstl said:

I am delighted to welcome Gary to Dstl. He brings a wealth of
experience in research and development and in organisational
transformation that will be invaluable as Dstl moves into the next
phase of its development. I am looking forward to working with him
as he takes on his leadership role.

Gary will formally take up post on 1 January 2018. He replaces David Marsh,
who has been Acting Chief Executive since the previous Chief Executive
Jonathan Lyle left the organisation in September this year.

Press release: New powers model for
Wales comes into force on 1 April 2018

The reserved powers model provides a clear boundary between reserved and
devolved matters
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Welsh devolution will be strengthened through further powers for the
Assembly and Welsh Ministers
The new model will come into force on 1 April 2018

On 1 April 2018, a new reserved powers model of devolution in Wales will come
into force, putting more decisions into the hands of Welsh Ministers, giving
them important new levers to grow the Welsh economy and to deliver better
public services across Wales.

The new model places Welsh devolution on a firmer foundation, making clear
what is devolved, and the responsibility of the National Assembly for Wales,
and what is reserved – and the responsibility of Parliament.

The regulations also bring into force many of the further powers being
devolved to the Assembly and Welsh Ministers under the Wales Act 2017,
including powers over elections, transport and the environment. Most of these
powers will also come into force on 1 April 2018.

The announcement comes a week after the Chancellor’s budget where he set out
plans to increase the Welsh Government’s budget by £1.2 billion and build an
economy that is fit for the future.

The new reserved model will take effect at the same time as the new devolved
Welsh taxes, and before the Assembly and Welsh Ministers take responsibility
for a portion of income tax.

Secretary of State for Wales Alun Cairns said:

The reserved powers model marks a significant step forward in Welsh
devolution and implements the clearer devolution settlement
provided in the Wales Act.

The additional powers for the Assembly and Welsh Ministers will
strengthen Welsh devolution and set it on a clear course for the
future.

The Welsh Government now needs to be innovative with the
opportunities these new powers provide and deliver the improvements
in devolved services that the people of Wales deserve.

ENDS

Notes to Editors

Some parts of the Wales Act 2017 are already in force, including provisions
that:

reaffirm the government’s commitment to the permanence of the National
Assembly for Wales and the Welsh Government;
remove the requirement for a referendum before the devolution of income
tax to Wales; and



double (to £1 billion) the amount Welsh Ministers can borrow to fund
capital expenditure.

Earlier this month, the UK Government and Welsh Government introduced a water
protocol for England and Wales which will safeguard water resources, water
supply and water quality for consumers on both sides of the border

Press release: Government to lead
national effort to end rough sleeping

Communities Secretary Sajid Javid has today (30 November 2017) set out
details of a new Rough Sleeping Advisory Panel that will help develop a
national strategy as part of the government’s commitment to halve rough
sleeping by 2022 and eliminate it altogether by 2027.

This new Advisory Panel made up of homelessness experts, charities and local
government, will support the Ministerial Taskforce, which brings together
ministers from key departments to provide a cross-government approach to
preventing rough sleeping and homelessness.

Members of the Rough Sleeping Advisory Panel include:

Jon Sparkes, chief executive of Crisis, a leading charity focussed on
rough sleeping and single homelessness
Polly Neate, chief executive of homelessness charity Shelter, who brings
her expertise on domestic abuse as a driver of homelessness
Jean Templeton, chief executive St Basil’s, a West Midlands based
charity that helps 16 to 25 year olds who are homeless or at risk of
homelessness
Mark Lloyd from the Local Government Association
Mayors for Manchester Andy Burnham and for the West Midlands Andy Street
Peter Fredriksson, a homelessness advisor to the Finnish government,
which has successfully piloted the Housing First approach

This latest action builds on the work government is already doing including:

spending over £1 billion until 2020 to tackle homelessness and rough
sleeping
implementing the Homelessness Reduction Act which will make sure more
people get the help they need to prevent them from becoming homelessness
in the first place
£28 million of funding to pilot the Housing First approach for
entrenched rough sleepers in the West Midlands Combined Authority,
Greater Manchester, and the Liverpool City Region
investing £9 billion by March 2021 to build new affordable homes
a £20 million scheme to support homeless people and those of risk of
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homelessness secure homes in the private rented sector

The Homelessness and Rough Sleeping Implementation Taskforce will be chaired
by the Communities Secretary Sajid Javid.

Communities Secretary Sajid Javid said:

No one should ever have to sleep rough. That’s why this government
is committed to halving rough sleeping by 2022 and eliminating it
altogether by 2027.

To break the homelessness cycle once and for all, we all need to
work together, drawing on as much expertise and experience as we
can. The Homelessness and Rough Sleeping Implementation Taskforce
and the Rough Sleeping Advisory Panel, together with the 3 Housing
First pilots, are important steps in making that happen.

The Advisory Panel supporting the Taskforce will be chaired by the
Homelessness Minister Marcus Jones.

Homelessness Minister Marcus Jones said:

The Rough Sleeping Advisory Panel brings together experts with both
the knowledge and determination to reduce homelessness and end
rough sleeping.

Working together with the charities and local authorities who have
already achieved so much, we can fulfil our joint ambition to make
sure we help some of the most vulnerable in society.

The government is committed to reducing homelessness and rough sleeping, and
making sure that individuals and families are provided with the support they
need as early as possible. It is already spending over £1 billion until 2020
to tackle homelessness and rough sleeping.

Sajid Javid meets Rick Henderson, chief executive, Homeless Link

Housing First
Communities Secretary Sajid Javid will take forward the implementation of the
3 Housing First pilots for which the Budget confirmed the £28 million
funding. The minister first saw the Housing First scheme on a fact finding
trip to Finland.

The pilots in Greater Manchester, the Liverpool City Region and the West
Midlands Combined Authority will support the most entrenched rough sleepers
get off the streets and help them to end their homelessness. Individuals will
be provided with stable, affordable accommodation and intensive wrap-around
support. This will help them to recover from complex health issues, for



example substance abuse and mental health difficulties and sustain their
tenancies.

Also announced in the Budget is a new £20 million fund to support homeless
people and those at risk of homelessness secure homes in the private rented
sector.

Access to the private rented sector plays a part in both preventing and
supporting the recovery from homelessness, helping people rebuild their
lives. This fund could support bids for social lettings agencies, guaranteed
deposit schemes or tenancy sustainment schemes. The department is keen to
encourage bespoke, innovative solutions that reflect local need.

Further information

Rough Sleeping Advisory Panel members

Chairman

Marcus Jones, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Communities and
Local Government / Homelessness Minister.

Charity sector

Jon Sparkes, CEO of Crisis
Polly Neate, CEO of Shelter
Jeremy Swain, CEO of Thames Reach
Howard Sinclair, CEO of St Mungo’s
Jean Templeton, chief executive of St Basils
Rick Henderson, chief executive, Homeless Link

Local government and mayors

Andy Street, Mayor for West Midlands
Andy Burnham, Mayor for Greater Manchester
James Murray, London Deputy Mayor for London Housing and Residential
Development
Mark Lloyd, chief executive, Local Government Association

Housing sector

David Orr, chief executive of the National Housing Federation which is a
trade association for member social housing providers in England.
International expert
Peter Fredriksson, former advisor to the Finnish government on
Homelessness and Housing First

Invitations may also be issued to other individuals to ensure the advisory
panel can offer the most relevant advice across a wide range of issues.



Government action to date on tackling homelessness and rough
sleeping

Spending over £1 billion until 2020 to tackle homelessness and rough
sleeping, part of which is our £50 million Homelessness Prevention
Programme to deliver an ‘end-to-end’ approach to homelessness and rough
sleeping prevention.

Implementing the Homelessness Reduction Act. The Act will significantly
reform England’s homelessness legislation, ensuring that more people get
the help they need to prevent them from becoming homelessness in the
first place. The Act also ensures that other local services refer those
either homeless or at risk of being homeless to local authority housing
teams.

Investing £9 billion by March 2021 to build new affordable homes. This
government is committed to fixing the broken housing market and our
Housing White Paper sets out measures to do just that.

£28 million funding to pilot the Housing First approach for entrenched
rough sleepers in the West Midlands Combined Authority, Greater
Manchester, and the Liverpool City Region.

New research into the causes of homelessness and rough sleeping

The Department for Communities and Local Government will be
commissioning a feasibility study which will explore whether it is
possible to carry out robust and useful research on a complex issue such
as the causes of homelessness.

Ministers have already confirmed plans to overhaul homelessness data to
make sure we have a better picture of the homelessness challenge. As
part of the implementation of the Homelessness Reduction Act, which
requires councils to provide support much earlier to people at risk of
becoming homeless, local authorities will collect a wider range of
individual level data. This change from April 2018 will generate much
richer data, helping both local and central government take the right
action needed.


