Press release: Why the Costa del
Insurance should be the hottest
destination for British travellers 1in
2018

The Foreign & Commonwealth Office encourages British people to buy
appropriate travel insurance before they go abroad.

As Brits are looking ahead at travel plans for 2018, the Foreign &
Commonwealth Office (FCO) is advising holidaymakers to make sure they are
properly insured.

Travelling abroad uninsured can cost thousands of pounds if a trip goes
wrong. The price can range from £4,000 for medical repatriation aftercare for
a heart attack in France to £80,000 for an air ambulance due to a fractured
hip in Thailand.

Yet according to new research from the Foreign & Commonwealth Office, being
sure to take out the appropriate travel insurance policy features at the
bottom of travellers’ holiday priorities:

e getting to the airport (18%)
e going through airport security (20%) and
e waiting for luggage (11%)

are the biggest concerns for travellers going on holiday abroad. Only 2%
worry about remembering to take out appropriate travel insurance.

72% of people aged over 55 plan to travel abroad in 2018 and with half of
these identify themselves as having a pre-existing medical condition. The FCO
is advising British holidaymakers to research the appropriate travel
insurance options, understand the potential cost of not being adequately
insured and to give a detailed and accurate medical history to insurers.

Research shows that:

e the price of travel insurance is the most important factor for the over
55s when considering whether or not to buy it (23%), and

e1 in 20 have knowingly not declared their medical condition due to the
increased cost of their travel insurance

The fact is that overseas emergency medical bills far outweigh the average
cost of a policy.
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Press release: DIT announces new roles
to lead export and investment agendas

The Department for International Trade (DIT) has this week announced that it
will recruit 2 new Directors General to oversee the department’s growing
export and investment agendas.

The creation of the Director General Investment and the Chief Exports Officer
positions will build significant new senior capability in the department as
it pursues an ambitious, targeted and strategic approach to promoting
exports, and supporting greater inward and outward investment.

The Directors General will work with businesses from across the UK to
generate wealth and prosperity, and ensure that companies of all sizes can
take full advantage of global investment opportunities and the growing
appetite for British goods and services abroad.

The Director General Investment will lead a global DIT team, co-ordinating
government departments and working in partnership with the private sector to
attract and retain high quality overseas investment.

The Chief Exports Officer will lead the implementation of a new export
strategy to ensure that new and existing exporters can access the right
financial, practical and promotional support to sell overseas. Export
promotion is an essential element of the recently published government
Industrial Strategy, with details of a new export strategy review unveiled in
the Autumn Budget.

Find candidate information packs for:

Applications close on the 3rd January 2018 with the view to appoint in the
new year.

Building on the Autumn Budget, Minister for Trade and Exports, Baroness Rona
Fairhead today (1 December 2017) announced a new Export Strategy Review to
consider how the UK can encourage and support British businesses to take
advantage of the huge potential to grow our exports.

Press release: Baroness Fairhead to
lead British export drive

A new government review will consider how the UK can encourage and support
British businesses to take advantage of the huge potential to grow exports
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Minister for Trade and Exports, Baroness Rona Fairhead, announced today.

The Export Strategy review, led by the Department for International Trade
(DIT), will work closely with businesses, and across Whitehall, to explore
the barriers to exporting and identify the best ways in which government can
help drive and support UK companies to increase exporting activity and unlock
high potential opportunities overseas.

Baroness Fairhead has also launched a new UK Export Finance (UKEF) product
for UK exporters and their supply chains. It will ensure exporters have more
time to pay for supplies of goods and raw materials, while helping smaller
companies in export supply chains secure early payment to support their cash
flow.

Exports rose by 13.6% to £602 billion in the latest year on year figures, but
with only 9% of British companies exporting, there is huge scope for more
businesses to reach new customers by meeting demand for UK goods and services
overseas.

Almost 300,000 UK companies produce goods and services that could be
exported, but have no overseas sales. The new strategy will encourage these
businesses to identify opportunities for export, and prepare them to win
international contracts.

In the coming months DIT will work with industry to understand the challenges
faced by UK firms, increase awareness of export support and finance that is
already available, and explore how this can be improved.

Minister of State for Trade and Exports, Baroness Rona Fairhead said:

UK exports are going from strength to strength, but the potential
for further growth is huge, particularly as only 9% of UK
businesses currently export.

The Export Strategy review will draw on expertise from across
government and the private sector, helping us to understand how
best to support British companies to take advantage of
opportunities in overseas markets. Throughout the process, we will
look for significant input from UK businesses, both large and
small, to ensure we develop a strategy that meets their needs.

In the last financial year, UKEF provided £3 billion in support for 221
companies’ exports; improving awareness and understanding of how export
finance can help prospective exporters to compete globally will allow even
more to benefit.

In last week’s Budget, the Chancellor announced that, in addition to new
products from UKEF, the government will launch a campaign to promote the
support they provide through the ‘Exporting is GREAT' campaign.

The flagship great.gov.uk export platform, which was launched 1 year ago,
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lists thousands of export opportunities for UK companies worth millions of
pounds. It also puts firms in touch with global buyers at the click of a
mouse. Since its launch, great.gov.uk has promoted 11,400 export
opportunities, and helped around 2.7 million users either begin or grow their
exporting journeys.

News story: Nuclear decommissioning
chief addresses oil and gas delegates

Mr Peattie was guest of honour at one of the o0il and gas industry’s most
highly anticipated events at the Fairmont Hotel, in St Andrews, where he
spoke to a 500-strong gathering about the challenges faced in the nuclear
decommissioning and oil and gas sectors.

The O0ffshore Decommissioning Conference, which ran from November 27 to 29,
saw some of the industry’s leading figures listen to Mr Peattie’s keynote
speech on the similarities between the 2 sectors.

He addressed delegates on the parallels of decommissioning in nuclear and oil
and gas, and spoke of collaboration, skills, standardising solutions and
achieving the mission.

Mr Peattie, who took over as CEO at the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority in
March, has extensive experience of the oil and gas industry with a 35-year
career spanning the sector.

He started out as a young engineering graduate at BP in 1979.

The event, hosted by industry bodies Decom North Sea and 0il & Gas UK,
highlighted the continued importance of cross-sector learning via the nuclear
and marine salvage sectors.

Mr Peattie shared his knowledge on the opportunities that arise from the
synergies between the 2 industries.

He said:

As CEO of the NDA, I'm thrilled now to be able to have the
opportunity to transfer learning and experience from my oil and gas
years to nuclear. And maybe even facilitate some flowing back the
other way too.

Being keynote speaker at such a prestigious event is an honour.
Energy has been in my blood from a very young age and is still a
passion of mine.
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Press release: UK-built satellite
shines first light on air pollution

Launched into orbit on 13 October, the Sentinel-5 Precursor monitors the
atmosphere to help us understand the spread of key pollutants and their
impact on our changing planet.

The prime contractor for the development and manufacture of the satellite,
which is part of Europe’s world-leading environmental monitoring programme —
Copernicus, was Airbus Defence and Space, based in Stevenage, Hertfordshire.

One of the first images shows nitrogen dioxide over Europe. Caused largely by
traffic and the combustion of fossil fuel in industrial processes, the high
concentrations of this air pollutant can be seen over parts of the
Netherlands, the Ruhr area in western Germany, the Po Valley in Italy and
parts of Spain.

Science Minister, Jo Johnson, said:

“After only a few weeks in orbit, this UK-built satellite is delivering real
results, shining a light on air quality and demonstrating the important role
of the UK'’s space sector in tackling global challenges.

“Our Industrial Strategy, published earlier this week, sets out a bold vision
for the UK to become the world’s most innovative nation and highlights our
commitment to work with industry to capture 10% of the global space market by
2030."

One of the first images from the Copernicus Sentinel-5P mission shows
nitrogen dioxide over Europe on 22 November 2017.

Another of the first images from Sentinel-5 Precurosor shows ash and smoke
from the Mount Agung volcanic eruption on Bali, Indonesia, on 27 November
2017. As well as detecting different air pollutants, the mission also
measures aerosols.

Data from the Sentinel satellites benefits the UK in areas such as emergency
response and flooding, farming and environmental management, air quality,
marine planning and fisheries. The Department for Environment Food and Rural
Affairs and the UK Space Agency are championing the use of the satellite data
for government policy making, scientific research and commercial services, as
the data is also available to companies to create applications that help the
wider economy.

The UK provides investment into the Copernicus programme through the European
Union as well as additional UK Space Agency investment through the European
Space Agency for the development of the Sentinel satellite technology and
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instruments.

Sentinel-5 Precursor is the sixth Copernicus Sentinel satellite. It carries
the most advanced multispectral imaging spectrometer to date: Tropomi,
developed by Airbus DS Netherlands for the European Space Agency (ESA) and
the Netherlands Space Office. This state-of-the-art instrument will map
pollutants such as nitrogen dioxide, methane, carbon monoxide and aerosols,
all of which affect the air we breathe and our climate.

Since the satellite was launched, the instrument has been going through a
planned decontamination process. Now, however, the door that kept Tropomi
sealed for this purpose has been opened, allowing light to enter and the
first images to be taken.

Even at this early stage in the mission’s life, these first results exceed

expectations. These new images offer a taster of what’s in store once it has
been fully commissioned for the task of mapping the entire planet every day
with unprecedented accuracy, to take air-quality forecasting to a new level.
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