Press release: Communities urged to
log on for new flood films

From February, the ‘Flood Friday’ films will be released on the first Friday
of every month throughout the year and will focus on what residents and
businesses can do to ‘Prepare, Act, Survive’ in the event of flooding.

Created by the Environment Agency’s Flood Resilience Team community
engagement officers, the campaign is aimed at helping those who live, work
and study in the region be more flood resilient.

The short films will focus on different aspects of flooding including:

e how to stay safe in a flood

e how to check if you are at risk of flooding
e what is surface water flooding?

e who to report flooding issues to

The first film focuses on how to check your flood risk and is already
available on the Environment Agency’s Youtube channel and will be shared
through social media.

Community engagement officers Taryn Al-Mashgari (Tyne and Wear), Sarah Pearce
(Cleveland) and Anna Caygill (Durham and Darlington) worked together on the
project. Taryn said:

These videos will be short and informative and include links to
websites and organisations we work closely with to ensure
communities have reliable information to help them understand,
prepare for and recover from flooding.

From our work with communities, we know how devastating it is to be
flooded and the impact it has on lives and livelihoods, so we’re
working hard to raise awareness of how to plan for such events.

As well as being shared on the Environment Agency’'s Twitter and Youtube
channels, they will be available on local authority websites and social media
and shared with other partners including the social housing, community and
voluntary sector.

To see the video visit Youtube

Communities can take three simple steps to help protect them, their homes and
property from the devastating effects of flooding. Visit the gov.uk web pages
to:

e check your postcode and find out if you are at risk of flooding
e sign-up for free flood warnings
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e view and save the three point flood plan so you know how to Prepare.
Act. Survive in a flood

News story: UK technology at the heart
of successful launch

Credit: Earth-1i.

The Hook and Loop Hold Down and Release Mechanism was used during the launch
of CBNT-2, Earth-i’s pre-production prototype satellite of its upcoming
satellite constellation.

The new commercial constellation — called Vivid-i — will be the first of its
kind to provide full-colour video; and the first European-owned constellation
able to provide both video and still images.

The multiple satellites within the Vivid-i Constellation will significantly
increase the ability of companies and institutions to monitor, track and
analyse activities, patterns of life and changes at any location on earth.

The Hook and Loop Hold Down and Release Mechanism was funded by the UK Space
Agency’s National Space Technology Programme with a £35,000 grant and
developed by Surrey Satellite Technology Ltd. It is a new type of release
mechanism which uses the dual lock type of Velcro to hold down and release
the solar panels of the satellite.

Dr Graham Turnock, Chief Executive of the UK Space Agency, said:

“Today'’s launch is a significant moment for the UK and global space
industries with Earth-i’s progress being tracked across the world. Earth-i is
an exciting and innovative British company and is a fine example of our
thriving space sector.

“The Government’s recently published Industrial Strategy set out a clear
vision for the UK to become the world’s most innovative nation and we are
working with industry to capture 10% of the global space market by 2030.”

The prototype satellite, designated CBNT-2 by manufacturer Surrey Satellite
Technology Limited (SSTL), was launched on the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle
from the Sriharikota rocket launch centre operated by the Indian Space
Research Organisation, located in South East India, at 3.58am GMT.

CBNT-2 is a technology demonstration mission, operated by SSTL, and will be
referred to as VividX2 by the Earth-i team.

It will demonstrate and prove technology and processes for Earth-i’s
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forthcoming constellation including tasking, data downlinks to ground
stations, image quality and the complex motion control systems that enable
the spacecraft to capture video from space.

At the heart of the new satellite is an Ultra High Definition (UHD) camera
which will capture high-resolution images for any location on Earth — and
film up to two minutes at a time of video which can show moving objects such
as vehicles, vessels and aircraft.

Find out more about the UK Space Agency’s National Space Technology
Programme.

Government response: Nottingham
station fire

Transport Minister Jo Johnson said:
This has clearly been a devastating incident and my thoughts are
with all those affected.

I am grateful for the courage of both the emergency services who
tackled this fire and those staff who evacuated the station and
kept the public safe.

Thankfully it appears that nobody was injured but it is clear that
this will have a disruptive effect on passengers who use Nottingham
station.

Rail media enquiries

Media enquiries 020 7944 3021
Out of hours media enquiries 020 7944 4292

Switchboard 0300 330 3000
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Press release: Appointment of Peter
Schofield as Permanent Secretary at
the Department for Work and Pensions

The Cabinet Secretary, with the agreement of the Prime Minister, has today
announced that Peter Schofield, currently Director General of Finance at the
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), has been appointed as the new
Permanent Secretary on Sir Robert Devereux’s retirement later this month.

Welcoming Peter Schofield’s appointment Sir Jeremy Heywood said:

I am delighted to announce the appointment of Peter Schofield as
the new Permanent Secretary for the Department for Work and
Pensions. Peter has done an excellent job as Finance Director
General at the department and will bring to his new role a wealth
of relevant knowledge and experience. I look forward to working
with him as he starts his work delivering DWP's important mission.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Sir Robert
Devereux for his excellent leadership of the department during his
time as Permanent Secretary.

The Rt Hon Esther McVey, Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, said:

I look forward to welcoming Peter Schofield as DWP’s new Permanent
Secretary and to working with him on ensuring we continue to
deliver a welfare system that supports people when they need it,
and helps them fulfil their potential — no matter who they are or
where they come from.

Peter Schofield said:

DWP is a remarkable organisation — in scale, reach, ability to
deliver change, and the motivation and pride of my 80,000
colleagues providing high quality support to over 22 million
citizens. It is a huge honour to be given the opportunity to lead
DWP and support the new Secretary of State and her ministerial
team, and to build on Robert’s outstanding leadership over the last
7 years. I can’'t wait to start.

This appointment has been agreed by the Prime Minister, and follows an
external recruitment competition.
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Peter Schofield has held the role of Finance Director General in DWP since
July 2016.

Arrangements for appointing a successor to fill his previous role will be
announced in due course.

Follow DWP on:

Press release: Boaters to benefit from
£4.4m Nene-regeneration scheme

The Nenescape programme, which was launched in November with a £2.6m grant
from the Heritage Lottery Fund, will see 16 projects carried out by 11
organisations.

The scheme will invest more than £4.4m in the Nene Valley over the next 5
years, delivering projects that will improve access to the water, restore
wetland and wildlife habitat, uncover and celebrate the area’s history, and
develop tourism.

Renowned destination

Among the initiatives is one aimed at boosting the river’s reputation as a
nationally-renowned destination for boaters.

Led by the Environment Agency, this part of Nenescape will improve access to
and from the navigable part of the river, provide better facilities for those
cruising it, and make the most of nearby transport links, communities and
attractions. A total of £500,000 has been allocated to this part of the
scheme.

Proposals include additional moorings, better routes and access for canoeing,
improved links with nearby footpaths and cycleways, and more information for
visitors about the area’s sights, heritage and wildlife.

Boost for local economy

It is hoped this part of the Nenescape programme will attract more boaters
and other visitors to the area, boosting the local economy.

Candy Reed, partnership officer for the Environment Agency, said:
The River Nene is one of the nation’s greatest rivers — we’re

delighted to be playing a part in its future. Our work — and that
of the wider Nenescape programme — will help everyone get the most
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out of this stunning location, which really is a national treasure.

Vision for the future

The Environment Agency’s proposals are the result of an extensive study into
the River Nene, its surrounding communities, and its economic potential.

In consultation with people who use the river and representatives of the
local area, the agency’s Waterspace Study identified opportunities that would
improve, protect and promote the Nene, creating a vision for the future that
underpins the Nenescape programme and supported the application to the
Heritage Lottery Fund.

Amanda Johnson, Nenescape project manager, said:

It is so important to create an inviting environment for boaters to
enjoy the spectacular views and heritage offered along the Nene
Valley and, equally, to maintain a healthy environment for wildlife
to thrive in. We are so pleased to be working with the Environment
Agency to deliver these complementary projects and look forward to
seeing the benefits for years to come.

At 91 miles, the Nene is the tenth longest river in the UK. It flows through
Northamptonshire, Cambridgeshire and Lincolnshire, borders Norfolk and ends
at The Wash. Around 65 miles of it is navigable.

Environmental improvements

Away from the navigable stretch, the River Nene Regional Park is taking the
lead on a project to improve the ecology of backwaters, with the Environment
Agency’s help. This Resilient River element of Nenescape will restore natural
features, boost biodiversity, improve water quality and provide safe and
supportive habitats for a greater range of wildlife.

Other Nenescape partners include the River Nene Regional Park, the Wildlife
Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire, Natural England,
East Northamptonshire Council, Angling Trust, University of Northampton, Nene
Park Trust, Rockingham Forest Trust, Destination Nene Valley, University of
Nottingham, Screen Northants and Northamptonshire Music and Performing Arts
Trust.
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