Press release: Clampdown on illegal
fishing in Lincolnshire
Fifteen anglers have been served notices for fishing offences committed on
the River Witham. It comes after a clampdown on illegal fishing in which 180
spot checks were carried out to ensure anglers were properly licensed and
fishing within the rules.
Enforcement officers were split into 4 teams on Sunday 20 August, as part of
a multi-agency operation led by the Environment Agency.

180 offences uncovered
Anglers were caught allegedly committing a variety of offences including 2
for fish theft and one for using an illegal method.
Officers also seized an offensive weapon from an angler’s vehicle while
another vehicle was reported for being without tax and insurance.

Multi-agency operation
The Environment Agency’s enforcement team worked in conjunction with the
Midlands Wildlife Crime Group including officers from Derbyshire, Humberside,
Lincolnshire and Nottinghamshire police forces and the Angling Trust.
Lee Watts, Fisheries Enforcement Officer East Midlands for the Environment
Agency, said:
We take illegal fishing very seriously. Anyone committing offences
can expect to be prosecuted and face a substantial fine.
I am happy with the results, which show our partnership commitment
to making our inland waterways free from illegal fishing
activities.
I’d like to offer my thanks to all officers, police staff and
Angling Trust personnel who took part and made it a successful
operation. It’s through partnerships like this that we can take
action and send clear message to those who break the law.
Not only does illegal fishing damage the sport it also poses a
serious risk of spreading fish diseases and invasive species. The
irresponsible and illegal actions of a few can have widespread
consequences for fisheries.
Angling Trust Fisheries Enforcement Support Service National Enforcement
Manager, Dilip Sarkar MBE, said:

This was a perfect example of partnership working in action – and
what can be achieved by everyone working together. As always, we
are most grateful to our volunteers for so public-spiritedly giving
up their time to help protect fish and fisheries. We look forward
to more of these operations.

Hefty penalties
Anyone fishing illegally can expect to be prosecuted and face a fine of up to
£2,500, and up to £50,000 for byelaw offences.
Last year, the Environment Agency checked more than 62,000 fishing licences
and prosecuted more than 1,900 anglers for rod and line offences, resulting
in fines and costs in excess of £500,000.
Anyone who suspects illegal fishing to be taking place should report the
matter to the Environment Agency’s incident hotline on 0800 80 70 60 or to
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.
Any angler aged 12 or over, fishing on a river, canal or still water needs a
licence. A full fishing licence costs from just £30 (concessions and other
types available) or is free for those aged 12 to 16. Licences are available
via GOV.UK, by phoning 0344 800 5386, or from a local Post Office.
Money from fishing licence sales is invested in England’s fisheries and is
used to fund improvements for anglers including protecting stocks from
illegal fishing, pollution and disease; restoring fish stocks through restocking; eradicating invasive species; and fish habitat improvements. The
income is also used to fund the Angling Trust to provide information about
fishing and to encourage participation in the sport.

Press release: Man who attempted to
smuggle people hidden in cabinets
convicted
Canterbury Crown Court heard how on 14 February 2016 a van was stopped by
Border Force officers at the UK Control Zone in Coquelles, France. The driver
was Huzaifa Hasan Musa, 22.
Border Force officers searched the van which was filled with furniture. A
woman and child were found hidden in 1 cabinet in the load, and 3 men in
another. All 5 Iraqi nationals were handed to the French Police Aux

Frontieres.
Director Paul Morgan, from Border Force South East and Europe, said:
Musa expressed surprise when the 5 people were found, but they had
been quite deliberately hidden. They could not have got there by
themselves.
People smugglers like Musa exploit the vulnerable and put lives at
risk. Border Force targets its resources on prevention, protection
and prosecution activity, working in close partnership with other
law enforcement agencies, to prosecute those involved in this
criminal trade.
Musa, of Mary Street, Scunthorpe, was arrested at the scene and the case was
passed to Immigration Enforcement’s Criminal and Financial Investigation
(CFI) team.
Musa claimed that he had been
though he couldn’t provide an
her furniture because she had
his story to say he had taken
trip.

to visit his step-grandmother near Dunkirk,
address to officers, and said that he had taken
intended to throw it all away. He later changed
the furniture with him when he left for his

However, analysis of Musa’s mobile phone identified a string of suspicious
messages including one Musa had sent saying as soon as he got through the
tunnel he would get paid.
After a 2 day trial at Canterbury Crown Court, Musa was found guilty of
assisting unlawful immigration into the UK and sentenced to 3 and a half
years’ imprisonment.
Assistant Director David Fairclough, from the Immigration Enforcement
Criminal Investigations team, said:
Our officers built a compelling case to prove that Musa’s story was
a pack of lies. He claimed the purpose of his visit was to visit
family, when in reality he was engaged in people smuggling in order
to line his own pockets and with no thought for the safety of those
he was transporting.
I hope this case serves as a clear warning that those who try to
the UK’s break immigration laws will be brought to justice.
Anyone with information about suspected immigration abuse can contact
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 anonymously or visit
http://www.crimestoppers-uk.org.

News story: Glasgow engineers scope
century of submarine innovation
Govan-based Thales delivered the first submarine periscope, the FY1, to the
submarine M3 in late summer 1917. Since then, every class of RN submarine has
been fitted with a periscope or optronics mast designed and built by Thales’
engineers in Glasgow.
Today Thales’ state-of-the-art optronics masts support submarines navigation,
warfare and communications systems, including provide thermal imaging and
night vision capabilities. The masts can complete a full 360° sweep of the
horizon, looking for potential threats, in only a few seconds, providing high
definition images of the battle space to commanders before they are detected
by an adversary.

Defence Procurement Minister, Harriett Baldwin said:
This anniversary marks a proud record of Scottish engineering
contributing directly to UK defence and national security by
providing the eyes and ears for our nuclear deterrent and attack
submarines.
Generations of highly skilled engineers across Scotland have
applied battle winning technologies to meet the needs of their UK
armed forces, as well as exporting their innovations to dozens of
navies around the world.
Royal Navy submarine M3 was fitted with the first FY1 No.1 periscope.

Victor Chavez, CEO, Thales UK, added:
Arguably our greatest single innovation was introducing a night
vision capability to allow submarines to navigate and gather
intelligence 24/7.
However, our latest full remote control, non-hull penetrating
optronics systems give naval architects more design flexibility by
not restricting them to co-locating the fin and the control room
via a 50ft long periscope. These options, combined with the digital
inboard control and display system, provide commanders with a leap
forward in submarine capability.
Optronics masts are electronic imaging systems and do not penetrate a

submarine’s hull, but are contained in the conning tower or ‘fin’. They are
fitted to all seven of the new Astute-class submarines, the first three of
which are already in service from HM Naval Base Clyde.
Thales are currently bidding competitively to have their optronics masts
procured for the BAE Systems Maritime build of four new Dreadnought nuclear
deterrent submarines which will come into service in the 2030s. The company
will conduct sea trials of their latest mast in 2018.
Defence Minister Harriett Baldwin speaking at Thales today.
Thales’ site at Glasgow has 129 years heritage and currently employs 600
people, mainly very highly skilled technical and engineering jobs, designing
and building optronics systems for the Royal Navy, Army and Royal Air Force.
From 2020 Scotland’s HM Naval Base Clyde will be home to the entire UK
Submarine Service of seven hunter killer and four deterrent submarines.

News story: Review of exam setting
processes
Ofqual will conduct a review of the rules under which serving teachers take
part in writing and reviewing question papers, and the safeguards in place to
prevent disclosure of confidential information.
The involvement of serving teachers in the process of exam setting has many
benefits and exam malpractice by teachers is rare. However, access to live
materials must be appropriately controlled and risks to security minimised.
We will investigate whether the safeguards in place are sufficiently robust
and whether changes are needed.
We will provide a progress update in our ‘Summer Report’ to be published
later this year.

News story: David Davis’ closing
remarks at the end of the third round
of EU exit negotiations in Brussels
Thank you Michel.

And can I start by adding my compliments to both teams, to yours. They’ve
both worked incredibly hard this week. It’s been as ever with an important
negotiation quite a high-stress week, in terms of their work. So they deserve
our compliments and our thanks.
This week we have had long and detailed discussions across multiple areas and
I think it is fair to say, that we have seen some concrete progress. I mean,
Michel referred to one, but I think there’s been more than that.
However, as I said at the very start of this week, it is only through
flexibility and imagination that we’ll achieve a deal that truly works for
both sides.
In some areas we have found this from the Commission’s side, which I welcome,
but there remains some way to go.
Talks this week have once again focussed on citizens’ rights, on financial
matters, on Northern Ireland and Ireland, and on issues relating to our
separation. I’m pleased to say we have engaged in detail on all of those
areas.
Now, when I met Michel here on Monday to open this third round of
negotiations I set out the need for us to drive forward the technical
discussions.
I wanted us to establish the areas where we agree, and work through the areas
where we disagree, to ensure that we make further progress on a whole range
of issues.
I think we’ve delivered that.
The UK’s approach has been informed by a series of detailed papers – on
customs; on Northern Ireland; on goods; on civil judicial cooperation; on
data; on enforcement and dispute resolution; and on technical matters
regarding our separation, such as ongoing confidentiality obligations.
These papers represent the hard work and detailed thinking that has been
going on behind the scenes across Whitehall over the past twelve months.
They offer pragmatic and innovative solutions to issues related to our
withdrawal and the future deep and special partnership that we want with the
European Union. They do not aim to dictate a single approach, but rather
considered options for us to work on.
As I have said all along, issues around our withdrawal and our future
relationship are inextricably linked.
Our approach of setting out positions on them both is designed to progress
the current negotiations as swiftly as possible.
And I note on what Michel just said on that, and I’ll come back to that in a
moment.

And that approach is already bearing fruit.
But beyond the debates around process, and technicalities, at the heart of
this process must be a desire to deliver the best outcome for the people and
the businesses of the European Union and the United Kingdom.

Citizens Rights
The most obvious area for that is on citizens’ rights which remain a top
priority.
This week we have discussed a wide range of issues which will have a
significant impact on people’s lives. In particular, both sides have agreed:
To protect the rights of frontier workers.
To cover future social security contributions for those covered by the
Withdrawal Agreement.
That we should at least protect existing healthcare rights and arrangements
for EU27 citizens in the UK and UK nationals in the EU. The EHIC
arrangements.
That is good news for example, for British pensioners in the EU: it means
that they will continue to have their health care arrangements protected both
where they live and – when they travel to another Member State – to be able
to use an EHIC card.
On economic rights, we have secured the right of British citizens in the EU27
to set up and manage a business within their Member State of residence, and
of course visa versa.
On mutual recognition of qualifications, we have made progress in protecting
the recognition of qualifications for British citizens resident in the EU27
and EU27 citizens in the UK.
For every one of these, of course, in fact every single thing I’ve said, all
of these are reciprocal, they work for Brits in the EU and the EU27 in the
UK.
To that end, we will shortly be publishing a comparison of the UK-EUpositions.
And we have had further discussions on the governance of the citizens’ rights
agreement – and the wider withdrawal agreement. We have shown a willingness
to discuss creative solutions in this area and now is the time for the
Commission to match it.

Financial Settlement
On the financial settlement – the central point, I think, of Michel’s
comments – the Commission has set out its position and we have a duty to our
taxpayers to interrogate it rigorously.

At this round we presented our legal analyses. On on-budget issues, on offbudget issues and on the EIB (the European Investment Bank).
It is fair to say, across the piece, we have a very different legal stance.
But as we said in the Article 50 letter, the settlement should be in
accordance with law and in the spirit of the UK’s continuing partnership with
the EU, and I repeat the phrase, in accordance with the law and the spirit of
the UK’s continuing partnership with the EU.
Michel and I agreed in the last round, it is clear we won’t be making
incremental progress on the final shape of a deal on this in every round, and
I think this round demonstrates that.
I think we have succeeded in building mutual understanding, but it is also
clear that there are still significant differences to be bridged.

Ireland
On Ireland and Northern Ireland, Michel gave credit to this, our coordinators
have met again to build on discussions in July.
We had a good discussion on maintaining the Common Travel Area and on
safeguarding the Good Friday Agreement, on the basis of the UK paper.
We think there is a high degree of convergence on these key issues, and we
agreed to work up shared principles on the Common Travel Area.
We also agreed to carry out further joint technical work on cross-border cooperation under the Good Friday Agreement.

Separation Issues
On Separation Issues, we have had good discussions on the detail of papers
the UK published ahead of the round.
We have reached almost complete agreement on our approach to post-exit
privileges and immunities which benefits both the UK and EU to maintain after
we leave, and on our mutual approach to confidentiality requirements on
shared information post-exit.
On Euratom and other institutional issues we have built upon discussions in
July and are well placed to make even more progress in the next round.
We remain committed to making as much progress as possible on those issues
that are solely related to our withdrawal, but our discussions this week have
exposed yet again that the UK’s approach is substantially more flexible and
pragmatic than that of the EU as it avoids unnecessary disruption for
businesses and consumers.
We have proposed pragmatic solutions to prevent this disruption and we urge
the EU to be more imaginative and flexible in their approach to withdrawal on
this point.

However, I remain of the view that on this as with many areas there is an
unavoidable overlap between withdrawal and the future and they cannot be
neatly compartmentalised.

Conclusion
To conclude the third round of talks have been productive and are an
important stepping stone and key building block for discussions to come.
We are peeling away the layers, one by one, working through many issues at
speed, and moving towards the core of these important matters.
We have locked in points of agreement and unpicked areas of divergence.
Being dynamic is integral to driving forward these talks at pace and to
providing the best outcomes for people and businesses – not just in the UK,
but in the EU as well.
Michel referred to the issue of time, the 29th of March 2019 midnight. I’ve
said from the beginning of this process, some parts will be turbulent, hard,
difficult, and of course, we will see that because there are differences of
view that have to be resolved.
But both sides, and this was very apparent this week, both teams aim to be
constructive, aim to get an outcome which is to the benefit both of the
European Union and of the United Kingdom. That’s the aim of both teams.
So my message to Michel and his team as we turn our heads to the next round
of talks is: Let’s continue to work together constructively to put people
above process.
As discussions in June, July and again this week have shown – our separation
from the European Union and our future relationship is inextricably linked.
We can only resolve some of these issues with an eye on how the new
partnership between us will work in the future.
This is not about skipping ahead or trying to reopen previous discussions, it
is about pragmatically driving the progress we all want to see.
To that end my team will publish further papers in the coming weeks –
continuing to set out our ambition for these negotiations, and the new deep
and special partnership the UK wants to build with the EU.
I look forward to the next round of talks.
Thank you.

