News story: BEIS and Welsh Government
open geological disposal consultations

The Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS), covering
England and Northern Ireland, and the Welsh Government, today opened separate
consultations which will enable stakeholders and members of the public to
help shape policies on the geological disposal programme — the draft Working
with Communities policy and the draft National Policy Statement.

Geological disposal involves isolating radioactive waste in a highly-
engineered facility deep underground and within multiple protective barriers,
to ensure that no harmful quantities of radioactivity ever reach the surface
environment. Across the world, geological disposal, preceded by safe and
secure interim storage, is acknowledged as the best solution for managing
higher-activity radioactive wastes in the long-term.

The consultations will explore views on the approach to planning and
selecting a site for a Geological Disposal Facility (GDF) in partnership with
potential willing host communities.

Ann McCall, Radioactive Waste Management’s (RWM) GDF Siting and Engagement
Director, said:

Geological disposal will provide a safe, secure and long-term
solution to managing the UK’s radioactive waste, and RWM welcomes
the public consultations launched today which place communities at
the heart of the process. As the delivery body for geological
disposal, we are eager to hear people’s views on how we can work
with communities to progress this important programme on behalf of
society.

You can have your say on the draft policies by responding directly to BEIS or
Welsh Government through their dedicated consultation websites. If you are
resident in England or Northern Ireland you can participate by visiting the
BEIS consultations portal. For Welsh residents, please visit the Welsh
Government consultations portal. The consultations will be open for 12 weeks.

News story: New identity checking
guidelines

New identity (ID) checking guidelines have been introduced for standard and
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enhanced disclosure checks. The new guidelines have been running in parallel
with previous guidelines since October 2017. However, the previous guidelines
now cease to apply and you must use the new version.

The change is being introduced so that the DBS’s identity checking process 1is
aligned with right to work checks. These state that employers must prevent
illegal working in the UK by carrying out document checks on people before
employing them to make sure they are allowed to work.

If you have any questions about the changes contact
customerservices@dbs.gsi.gov.uk.

Press release: Local communities to
give views on permanent disposal of
radioactive waste

e New consultations on a permanent solution for the disposal of the UK's
radioactive waste launched today

e Geological disposal is internationally recognised and secures waste at
least 200 metres underground

e Construction of disposal facilities will only take place if local
communities give their consent

A safe, responsible, long-term solution for the permanent disposal of
radioactive waste is the focus of 2 new consultations launched today by the
government.

The UK has long generated radioactive waste most of which is low in
radioactivity and is disposed of safely every day — from power stations to
use in a range of industrial applications including medicine and defence.
Some materials need more specialised disposal facilities and this waste is
currently held safely in stores above ground. It is not sustainable to keep
storing past and future waste on a temporary basis.

A Geological Disposal Facility (GDF) is internationally recognised as the
safest and most secure way to permanently dispose of higher activity
radioactive waste. This involves placing this waste at least 200 metres
underground in a highly engineered facility made up of multiple layers of
materials such as steel, rock and clay to provide protection while some of
the waste remains radioactive — ensuring that no harmful quantities of
radioactivity ever reach the surface.

The construction of a GDF would also support a new generation of nuclear
power stations in the UK, by providing a safe and secure way to dispose of
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the waste they produce. It will create up to 2,000 well-paid, skilled jobs
and bring at least £8 billion to the UK economy over the lifetime of the
facility.

Energy Minister Richard Harrington said:

We owe it to future generations to take action now to find a
suitable permanent site for the safe disposal of our radioactive
waste. And it is right that local communities have a say. Planning
consent will only be given to sites which have local support.

Mr Harrington added:

As the government set out in our Industrial Strategy, the nuclear
sector has a key role to play in increasing productivity and
driving clean growth. Nuclear is a vital part of our energy mix,
providing low carbon power now and into the future.

Professor Iain Stewart, Director of the Sustainable Earth Institute, Plymouth
University, said:

A geological disposal facility is widely accepted as the only
realistic way to dispose of higher activity nuclear waste for the
long-term.

Geological disposal facilities are already being developed in Finland,
Sweden, France, and Canada.

The first consultation, Working with communities sets out how the project
developer will engage with people in areas that may be interested in hosting
a disposal facility to seek their views and the second, on the proposed
National Policy Statement, will create a rigorous planning process.

Radioactive Waste Management Ltd (RWM) will deliver geological disposal on
behalf of the government.

Ann McCall, Radioactive Waste Management'’s GDF Siting and Engagement
Director, said:

Geological disposal will provide a safe, secure and long-term
solution to managing the UK’s radioactive waste, and RWM welcomes
the public consultations launched today which place communities at
the heart of the process.

1. Both consultations will run for 12 weeks. The Working with Communities
consultation will apply to England and Northern Ireland. The Welsh
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Government is conducting its own consultation on Working with
Communities in parallel with the UK Government. The Scottish Government
has its own policy on the management of radioactive waste.
Working with communities: implementing geological disposal

2. The National Policy Statement consultation will apply to England only.
It will require parliamentary scrutiny by the Business, Energy and
Industrial Strategy Select Committee and could be subject to a
Parliamentary debate and vote.
National Policy Statement for geological disposal infrastructure

3. Higher activity radioactive waste is produced from the generation of
electricity in nuclear power stations, the production and reprocessing
of nuclear fuel and the use of radioactive materials in industry,
medicine, research and nuclear defence.

News story: Community projects to
benefit from £45 million of HS2
government funding

e community projects along High Speed Two (HS2) railway route to get a
cash boost from £45 million government pledge

e HS2 Minister Nusrat Ghani visits Crewe to announce £5 million to help
communities along HS2 Phase 2a from the West Midlands to Crewe

e first recipients of the Community and Environment Fund (CEF) and
Business and Local Economy Fund (BLEF) are confirmed today

e fund will provide legacy of improvements along the Phase One route from
London to the West Midlands

Community projects along the new HS2 railway route will receive more than
£245,000 as part of a £45 million pledge by the government to provide a
legacy of improvements for generations to come, HS2 Minister Nusrat Ghani
announced today (25 January 2018).

A Northamptonshire pre-school, a 900 year-old Warwickshire church and an
environmental awareness charity in London are amongst the first recipients of
the Community and Environment Fund (CEF) and Business and Local Economy Fund
(BLEF) — a £40 million fund to support local economies and communities
affected by the Phase One construction of HS2 between London and Birmingham.

Today HS2 Minister Nusrat Ghani visited Crewe station to announce an
extension of the scheme — with a further £5 million being made available to
help communities along HS2 Phase 2a route from the West Midlands to Crewe.

Community projects to benefit from £45 million of HS2 government funding

HS2 Minister Nusrat Ghani said:
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HS2 will be the backbone of our national rail network — supporting
growth and regeneration and helping us build a Britain fit for the
future. Whilst we know there will be disruption as we deliver one
of Europe’s biggest infrastructure projects, we are absolutely
committed to minimising the effects of building the new railway.

That is why I am delighted to see this significant funding helping
to unlock the potential of communities and businesses along the
route, ensuring the legacy of HS2 extends beyond the railway. These
diverse and empowering projects will help regenerate local areas
and bring people closer together, and I look forward to seeing more
grants being funded in the future.

These funding allocations highlight the government’s determination to ensure
HS2 is more than just a railway, but a catalyst for economic growth, driving
regeneration as well as improving the transport landscape around the rail
line.

The cash will be spent on public projects such as the refurbishment of
community centres, nature conservation and measures to support local
economies and employment.

Cathy Elliott, independent chair of CEF and BLEF said:

We have had a fantastic response so far and are proud to be
supporting a variety of projects which will bring huge benefits to
their communities for many years to come.

More funding is available for eligible applicants in the HS2 Phase
One area and throughout the construction of Phase One. We look
forward to announcing more funded local projects for Phase One and
the launch date for Phase 2a applications.

Mark Thurston, HS2 Ltd chief executive, said:

As we deliver HS2, we have the opportunity to leave a positive
legacy for the communities along the route of the railway. Our
Community and Environment Fund, and its twin Business Fund, are
starting to support important local initiatives, including building
renovations and environmental projects. We’re encouraging local
people to come forward with other opportunities, such as community-
led nature projects which could contribute to the ‘green corridor’
we’'re creating alongside the railway.

This grassroots activity is in addition to the national benefits of
HS2, which will rebalance the economy by connecting 8 out of our 10
biggest cities, increase rail capacity on the current system and
reduce journey times, while also creating thousands of jobs across
the UK.



Community projects near the HS2 route to benefit from £45 million fund

The first organisations to secure CEF local grants are:

e Castlehaven Community Association in Camden, London, receiving £73,591
to support ‘Greengage’, a local community initiative to get more
residents engaged in environmental issues

e Helmdon Acorns pre-school in Northamptonshire, receiving £5,442 to
improve the safety and accessibility of the children’s play area

e Thorpe Mandeville Village Hall Trust receiving £4,600 to resolve damp
issues at the village hall

e Steeple Claydon Methodist Church in Buckinghamshire, receiving £12,000
to make a number of improvements to the church premises

e West Euston Partnership in London, receiving £74,804 to support
‘Healthtrain’, a community-led local health initiative

e Wormleighton Parochial Church Council in Warwickshire, receiving £74,982
to install toilets and catering facilities in St Peters Church

Press release: Rules Based
International System Conference

The first Rules Based International System (RUBIS) conference in Seoul, part
funded by Global Britain Fund discussed RUBIS in Asia with @wiltonPark and
IFANS

On 22 November Wilton Park and its South Korean counterpart the Institute of
Foreign Affairs and National Security (IFANS) will jointly host the first
Rules Based International System (RUBIS) conference to happen in East Asia,
at the Four Seasons Hotel in Seoul, South Korea. The event is co-sponsored by
the South Korean Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the UK Foreign and
Commonwealth Office.

The conference will bring together South Korea and the UK alongside other
regional partners, that are major security and economic actors in the region,
to exchange views and thinking regarding the role of the RUBIS system and its
contribution to regional stability, security and economic growth.

The event will be opened by Chancellor CHO Byung-jae of IFANS and will
include speakers from South Korea, UK, Australia, Canada, Japan and China,
including Vice President of the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB)
Danny Alexander.

British Ambassador to South Korea, Charles Hay, said:

I am very excited to be co-sponsoring this important conference
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with IFANS. This century is the Asian century as countries in the
region become more prominent on the issues that are critical for
global security and economic development. Influential East Asian
countries like South Korea will be instrumental in shaping the
future of the international rules based order.

Additional Information

RUBIS — The rules-based international system (RBIS) is founded on
relationships between states and through international institutions and
frameworks, with shared rules and agreements on behaviour. It works for UK
interests in multiple ways: promoting peace and prosperity through security
and economic integration; encouraging predictable behaviour by states; and
supporting peaceful settlement of disputes. It also encourages states, and a
wide range of non-state actors, to create the conditions for open markets,
the rule of law, democratic participation and accountability.

Wilton Park — Wilton Park organises over 60 events a year in the UK and
overseas, bringing together leading representatives from the worlds of
politics, diplomacy, academia, business, civil society, the military and the
media. They focus on issues of international security, prosperity and
justice. Their meetings provide a neutral environment where conflicting views
can be expressed and debated openly and calmly, allowing acceptable
compromise and resolution to be achieved.

Their priorities include:

Conflict prevention, resolution and state building
Defence and security

Global economy

Human rights, good governance and faith

e Multilateral institutions, key countries and regions
e Sustainable development and the environment

You can find more information here: https://www.wiltonpark.org.uk/
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