News story: Charity automatic
disqualification rules: you can now
apply for a waiver

If the new automatic disqualification rules affect you, from today (1
February 2018) you can apply for a waiver from the Charity Commission

The law changes on 1 August 2018. But you can apply for a waiver before then
to take up or remain in a trustee or restricted senior manager position.

The new rules add to current regulations that cover automatic
disqualification for trustees.

After the 1 August 2018 the rules will also apply to some charity senior
manager positions (chief executives and finance directors — and those in
equivalent roles).

New reasons for disqualification include being in contempt of court, being
named under particular anti-terrorism legislation or being on the sex
offenders register.

Our guidance provides all the information about the changes, and whether they
affect you or your charity:

If you need to apply for a waiver, you should look at the criteria we will
use to make a decision.

We encourage you to apply as soon as possible, ideally by 1 June 2018, to get
a decision in good time.

Press release: Jail term increased for
robbers who targeted elderly

A gang of robbers who targeted elderly people will spend longer behind bars
after Solicitor General Robert Buckland QC MP referred their original
sentences to the Court of Appeal as unduly lenient.

Between the 1st and 4th May 2017, the gang of 5, led by Gerald McCann, 23,
committed a series of robberies against elderly victims, specifically
targeting them because of their vulnerability. The men used force against the
victims upon entering the houses. In one case, an 80 year old man was struck
on the head with a metal coffee pot. Valuable items of jewellery and money
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were taken from the properties.

McCann, who was 22 at the time, was convicted of robbery and possession of a
prohibited article at Leeds Crown Court last November. He was jailed for 8
years and 4 months. The Court of Appeal agreed the sentence was too low and
increased it to 10 years and 4 months.

The rest of the gang were sentenced to time in a young offenders’ institute.
The second offender, who was 18 at the time, received 6 years and 9 months.
His sentence has been increased to 7 years 8 months. The third offender, who
was 17 at the time, received 5 years and 4 months, his sentence has been
increased to 6 years 6 months.

The forth offender, who was 15 at the time, received 4 years, his sentence
has been increased to 5 years. The fifth offender who was also 15, received 4
years and 4 months, his sentence has been increased to 5 years 3 months.

Speaking after the hearing, the Solicitor General said:

“This group of young men purposely set out to target vulnerable and elderly
people. Many lives have been affected by their actions, and some of the
victims no longer feel safe in their own homes. The Court’s decision to
increase these sentences show that crimes of this nature will not be
tolerated.”

Press release: Partners work together
on day of action along Norfolk river

Following complaints over several months from Norfolk Broads residents living
along the River Yare in Norwich about illegal fishing, littering and general
anti-social behaviour, Environment Agency Fisheries Enforcement Officer Nick
Beardmore took action. He raised the matter with partners including Norfolk
Police and the Broads Authority at the monthly Norfolk Police Broadsbeat
Partnership meeting.

As a result a multi-agency day of action was arranged for the Heron Island
area, led by the Norfolk Police Broadsbeat team. The day saw new information
signs installed, a big clean-up of the area and rod licence checks carried
out.

Nick Beardmore said:
The residents were overwhelmed with the support they received and I

want to thank everyone who joined us on the day, which was a real
success. Hopefully the problems encountered in the past won’t be
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repeated.

Norfolk Police Broadsbeat officers Derek Rutter, Martin Chapman, Paul Bassham
and Amy Barrell used 2 police boats to transport everyone over to the island
and carry out hi-visibility patrols along the Rivers Wensum and Yare. They
also explained their role to the cadets, who were split into 3 groups and
rotated throughout the day.

Broadsbeat officer PC Paul Bassham said:

It was recognised that if we didn’t all pull together to tackle the
emerging issues, the problems would continue to escalate once the
weather turned warmer. This would take up valuable resource time
and make life miserable for residents around Heron Island.

PC Barrell co-ordinated the follow-up response, supervising North Norfolk and
Broadlands Police Cadets, and Officers Tina Wright, Peter Davison, Andy Mason
and Ian Kennedy while they cleared the area and installed the new signs. The
team worked alongside Broads Authority Rangers, local residents, a tree
surgeon and the Environment Agency throughout the day.

Environment Agency Enforcement Team Leader Lesley Robertson said:

Working together in this way means we can pool our resources and
tackle a number of issues at the same time. I am very pleased that
local residents felt supported and urge anyone with information
about illegal fishing activities to report it to our 24-hour
Incident Hotline on 0800 80 70 60.

For updates and pictures, follow us on Twitter @EnvAgencyAnglia @Broadsbeat
@BroadsAuth

News story: UK Government holds
‘helpful’ Brexit talks with First
Minister of Wales

The Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster David Lidington MP is encouraged by
the bilateral discussion he had in Cardiff today with the First Minister of
Wales Carwyn Jones AM on the UK’'s preparations for leaving the EU.

Mr Lidington said the talks were helpful and thanked the Welsh Government for
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their constructive efforts in trying to find an agreed way forward in
relation to the EU Withdrawal Bill that is currently going through the UK
Parliament.

The talks were also attended by the Welsh Secretary Alun Cairns MP and Welsh
Government Minister Mark Drakeford AM.

Speaking after the meeting David Lidington said:

I would like to thank Carwyn and the Welsh Government for their
constructive approach on the EU Withdrawal Bill.

We both agree it is absolutely essential that all parts of the UK
are ready for the day that we leave the EU. We need to protect the
benefits of the UK internal market, making sure that there are no
new barriers to living and doing business for people in Wales and
other parts of the UK on the day we leave the EU. And as we’ve
always been clear on, we expect that as powers are returned from
the EU a substantial number will transfer directly to the Welsh
Government.

We want to do all of this in a way that takes account of the
concerns that have been expressed by the Welsh Government. We have
had a helpful discussion today and I am encouraged that we can make
progress in trying to find an agreed way forward on the EU
Withdrawal Bill. Ministers and officials from both Governments will
continue to work closely on these issues over the coming weeks.’

Secretary of State for Wales Alun Cairns said:

I have always been optimistic that we would be able to work
constructively with the Welsh Government to address any concerns
about the detail of the EU Withdrawal Bill. That conversation
continued today in the most positive spirit.

We will reach an agreed solution that respects the devolution
settlements, but moreover that is right for the people of Wales.
Work will now intensify over the days and weeks ahead as we take
further positive strides towards achieving that goal.

News story: Witness appeal: Notting
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Hill Gate, 31 January 2018

At around 16:05 on Wednesday 31 January 2018, a passenger at Notting Hill
Gate Underground station was dragged along the platform after becoming
trapped in the doors of a Central Line train.

Did you witness this incident or have any other information you consider
relevant? If so, we would like to hear from you.
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