
Press release: Horticulture Connect:
Linking Rwanda Products to The World

The 14th and 15th February will see the launch of Horticulture Connect, a
‘first of its kind’ conference promoting horticultural market links between
the United Kingdom, the Netherlands and Rwanda, held at Kigali Convention
Center. This conference provides a strong opportunity to introduce British
and Dutch investors and buyers of horticultural produce to Rwandan producers
and exporters, and the event will be a starting point in creating firm trade
and investment opportunities.

The British High Commission, working with Lord Dolar Amarshi Popat, the UK
Prime Minister’s Trade Envoy to Uganda and Rwanda, have been at the forefront
of establishing an air link between the United Kingdom and Rwanda. In
addition, Lord Popat has visited the country to advocate on behalf of British
business interest as well as to encourage increased trade and investment
between the two countries. On his most recent visit, he discussed with the
Rwanda Development Board the possibility of hosting a horticulture market
conference that would enable increased Rwandan exports of flowers as well as
fruits and vegetables to the UK using the newly established air link.

A trusted airlink between Kigali and Amsterdam was already established in
2010 with 5 flights per week, and since April 2013, KLM serves Kigali by a
daily flight, connecting Rwandan products to the European market. The
Netherlands actively supports the horticulture sector in Rwanda, and through
its global auctioning system in flowers provides an enabling infrastructure
for potential future exports to the UK and other European destinations. The
recently developed HortInvest Program, which is financed by the Netherlands,
aims to develop the horticulture value chains in Rwanda. For this event, 2
Dutch importers of horticultural produce (Van Oers United and Del Monte
Foods) will visit Rwanda and meet with their potential business partners.

Establishing these types of connections is critical to growing Rwanda’s
exports and opening up opportunities for investors. A recent visit by the
private sector players with NAEB and RwandAir to the UK New Covent Garden
Market has indicated the need to further explore opportunities for developing
more robust trade relations in exports of fresh produce. Rwandan
horticultural exporters currently face significant market access constraints
mainly due to the lack of effective connections to European markets. On this
last point, the UK Department for International Development (DFID) and the
Netherlands embassy in Rwanda see strong prospects for the horticulture
sector’s role in driving economic development. Sarah Metcalf, Head of DFID
Rwanda said: “Horticulture Connect presents an exciting opportunity to engage
with local and international businesses on the themes of inclusive economic
growth and rural livelihoods. We also look forward to showcasing DFID
programmes and partners contributing to Rwanda’s growing horticulture sector,
such as TMEA (Trade Mark East Africa), AFR (Access to Finance Rwanda), and
FONERWA (Rwanda’s national Climate Change fund)”.

http://www.government-world.com/press-release-horticulture-connect-linking-rwanda-products-to-the-world-2/
http://www.government-world.com/press-release-horticulture-connect-linking-rwanda-products-to-the-world-2/


Hon. Gerardine Mukeshimana, the Minister of Agricultural and Animal Resources
said, “The conference seeks to move beyond the conversations held before and
create a business platform that provides delegates with tangible
opportunities to establish relationships and engage with our local producers.
It is one of the key factors in the growth of investment in agri-export
sector.”

Rwanda is known for offering investment opportunities and is among the
region’s fastest growing economies. Rwanda has been frequently on top
rankings for the best place to do business and to invest in Africa, with an
average GDP growth of 8% for the last decade.

End.

Notes to Editors:  DFID Rwanda has a range of programmes supporting the
agricultural sector, including a major £43m Programme of Support to
Agriculture (POSA), a £23.5m Improving Market Systems for Agriculture in
Rwanda (IMSAR) programme, and others important to the sector such as TMEA
(Trade Mark East Africa), AFR (Access to Finance Rwanda) and FONERWA
(Rwanda’s national Climate Change fund)).  Further information about DFID’s
activity in Rwanda is available at
http://devtracker.dfid.gov.uk/countries/RW/ and
https://www.gov.uk/world/organisations/dfid-rwanda.  The Kingdom of the
Netherlands also has a range of programmes supporting the agricultural sector
in Rwanda, including a $22M donation to the Multi Donor Trust Fund for Feeder
Roads, an Integrated Water Resources Program of $44M that will run until
2020, a Landscape Restoration Program of $19 M that will start this year and
will run for 4 years and a Horticulture Value Chain Development Program
(HortInvest) of $20M that started recently and will run for 4 years.  The
export of horticulture products from Rwanda to the Netherlands in 2016 was
worth $625.000 (mainly cut flowers, vegetables and plant extracts), while the
import was worth $390.000 (mainly seeds).

News story: Multiplication tables
check trials to begin in schools

A select number of schools across the country will start trialling the
multiplication tables check from next month, the Schools Standards Minister
Nick Gibb has announced today (Wednesday 14 February).

The multiplication tables check is designed to help ensure children in
primary school know their times tables up to 12 off by heart. As well as
being critical for everyday life, knowledge of multiplication tables helps
children to solve problems quickly and flexibly, and allows them to tackle
more complex mathematics later on in school.
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In the primary assessment consultation run by the government last year, the
majority of the sector said that Year 4 would be the best point to run a
check on progress being made.

The check follows the successful introduction of the phonics screening check
in 2012. There are now 154,000 more six-year-olds on track to become fluent
readers than in 2012 and England’s recent rise up the international PIRLS
rankings puts the success of the government’s reforms on a global scale.

School Standards Minister Nick Gibb said:

Academic standards are rising in our schools thanks to our reforms
and the hard work of teachers, with 1.9 million more pupils in
schools rated good or outstanding than in 2010. It is important to
have an assessment system that continues to drive this improvement.

Just as the phonics screening check helps children who are learning
to read, the multiplication tables check will help teachers
identify those pupils who require extra support. This will ensure
that all pupils leave primary school knowing their times tables by
heart and able to start secondary school with a secure grasp of
fundamental arithmetic as a foundation for mathematics.

The new on-screen check will last no longer than five minutes and is similar
to the checks many schools use already. It will enable teachers to monitor a
child’s progress in a consistent and reliable way but has been carefully
designed to avoid causing additional stress for children and teachers.

It will be sat by 8 and 9 year olds in Year 4, after teachers and schools
told the Government this was the best point for it to be introduced. Results
from the check will not be published at school-level, and will not be used by
Ofsted and others to force changes in schools.

The system is being developed in active partnership with schools, with two
trials already completed. This consolidation of basic mathematical knowledge
is in line with the principle of the maths ‘mastery’ pedagogy, which is
successfully practised by world leaders in mathematics, Shanghai and
Singapore and is now being introduced to schools in England.

In the most recent Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study
(TIMSS), England’s mean score was 546, compared to Singapore which scored
618, topping the study for maths at both year 5 and 9. Approaches like this
aim to close that gap and raise national standards in mathematics.

The multiplication tables check was announced as part of the government’s
response to its primary assessment consultation last year. This consultation
proposed a number of other changes to make assessment in primary schools more
accurate and reduce the burden of tests on teachers and children.

This trial comes ahead of the national voluntary roll out of the
multiplication tables check for all Year 4 pupils from June 2019, before it



becomes mandatory in June 2020. A national sample of schools has already been
selected to participate in the trials and they will soon receive their
invitation to participate. The trials will ensure the check is robust,
accessible and minimises any additional burden on schools as a new
assessment.

The trials follow a recent commitment from the Education Secretary to
continue to improve academic standards in order to deliver a truly world-
class education that not only inspires young people to make the most of their
lives but also gives them the opportunity to fulfil their ambitions, no
matter where they live.

Multiplication tables trials will make a positive contribution to the
government’s commitment through the Industrial Strategy to drive up the study
of maths, ensuring that more students leave education at age 18 with a basic
level of numeracy, improving the take up of maths qualifications and tackling
STEM skills shortages in the economy.

Speech: Foreign Secretary Boris
Johnson’s Press briefing in Bangladesh

Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson’s Press Briefing Transcript:

Thank you your Excellency, it’s wonderful to be here in Bangladesh on my
first visit. This is a relationship that is incredibly important for the UK.
It is hard to overstate the cultural, commercial and personal links between
Britain and Bangladesh. We are proud to have I think 500 thousand people of
Bangladeshi origin in our country and I want to convey an important message,
which is that once we are leaving the European Union, we will want to
intensify our bilateral relations and do more in trade together, as well as
of course trading with the rest of the Europe.

I also want to congratulate Bangladesh and the people and the government of
Bangladesh on the way they have handled one of the biggest humanitarian
crisis we have seen in the last few decades. I think that the government of
Bangladesh has shown immense compassion, speed and mercy in dealing with a
challenge that I think any government would have found very daunting indeed.
I am going tomorrow to Cox’s Bazar to look at the camps, to look at some of
the contribution that the UK is able to make to helping with that
extraordinary Bangladeshi humanitarian effort.

And the third thing I want to say is that, we had an excellent meeting, I
thought, with the Prime Minister. It went, it was very long and very
friendly, and we discussed all the issues of cooperation between the UK and
Bangladesh, the success of Bangladesh, as it rises up inexorably and the
population grows more successful, we also discussed the importance of a free

http://www.government-world.com/speech-foreign-secretary-boris-johnsons-press-briefing-in-bangladesh/
http://www.government-world.com/speech-foreign-secretary-boris-johnsons-press-briefing-in-bangladesh/


press and free, fair and democratic elections.

And I am delighted that the Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina will be coming to
our Commonwealth Summit in April where she is going to be majoring on female
education, 12 years of quality female education which is again one of the
areas where Bangladesh has got an absolutely outstanding track record.

So, thank you again for having me along today, see you all soon!

Press release: Tax-Free Childcare
opens to all eligible families

Today (14 February 2018) Tax-Free Childcare opens to all remaining eligible
families: parents whose youngest child is under 12. The new scheme helps
working parents with the cost of childcare.

It’s quick and easy to apply, and parents could save thousands of pounds each
year. For every £8 parents pay into their childcare account, the government
will add an extra £2, up to £2,000 per child per year. HM Revenue and Customs
has been gradually rolling out Tax-Free Childcare since April 2017.

The money can go towards a whole range of regulated childcare, including
nurseries, childminders, after-school clubs and holiday clubs.

Parents, including the self-employed, can apply online for Tax-Free Childcare
by visiting Childcare Choices. Parents can also access the government’s
childcare calculator through Childcare Choices, which helps parents to choose
which government support is best for them.

Nicole, a mum of twins from Greater London, who uses Tax-Free Childcare,
said:

“I was concerned about the cost of childcare, because I don’t get any other
support, and I’m a single mum with 15-month-old twins. Tax-Free Childcare has
taken a big burden off my shoulders

“It’s massively helped me: the extra money makes a huge difference, and I
find the system really easy to use. It allows me to comfortably work full
time, knowing that my children are being well looked after.”

Elizabeth Truss, Chief Secretary to the Treasury, said:

“Tax-Free Childcare will cut thousands of pounds from childcare bills and is
good news for working parents.

“More parents will be able to work if they want to and this demonstrates our
commitment to helping families with the cost of living.
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“All eligible parents with children under 12 can now apply through Childcare
Choices and should take advantage of the available support.”

Since opening the service, through which parents can apply for both Tax-Free
Childcare and 30 hours free childcare, more than 340,000 families have
successfully applied. Of these, more than 190,000 have a Tax-Free Childcare
account.

The childcare service builds on the childcare support already available to
thousands of families, including:

15 hours free childcare for families in England
enhanced childcare support through Universal Credit
tax credits for childcare

What’s Tax-Free childcare like?

Speech: The UK’s shared economic
values with Sweden

Britain cares deeply about its relationship with Sweden. I am here to
reinforce this message from our Prime Minster, our Parliament and our people.

Whilst in Stockholm today (13 February 2018), I will be meeting with Finance
Minister Magdalena Andersson to ensure that the bonds between our citizens
and businesses strengthen over the coming years.

Our two countries are linked by shared economic principles: we both aim to
maximise our trade opportunities globally, and we both have deep expertise in
our respective financial sectors. Our economies are closely linked: from
Spotify to IKEA, we Brits consume Swedish products at an astonishing rate.
Nearly 7% of all Swedish exports end up in the UK, making us Sweden’s sixth
most important export partner.

As you know, the British people have voted for Brexit, and the British
government is committed to delivering this in a way that protects the
interests of families and businesses. We will leave the EU in March 2019, but
we are not leaving Europe. We want to maintain the close connections between
the UK and the economies of the EU27.

In the short term, our priority is to offer certainty. To do this, we must
agree a time-limited Implementation Period after we leave the EU. Again, this
is in both our interests because businesses across Sweden, the UK, and Europe
will have time to prepare for a single set of changes once we know what our
future partnership will look like.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yo7gbwuGhoE
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Of course, Sweden did not vote for Brexit, but you have a strong interest in
a successful outcome. You rightly want to maintain the integrity of the
Single Market and the Customs Union while avoiding damage to trade and
economic growth. If we can be ambitious in agreeing a new model of
cooperation, one that looks beyond models that already exist, then I am
confident that we can agree a deal that is good for the UK, for Sweden and
for the EU.

This future partnership must cover the length and breadth of our economies,
including financial services. This will benefit all of us: in the UK and the
EU. The City of London is a global financial centre, which attracts capital
and people from across the world and channels finance into the European
economy. London’s strengths – concentration of activity, depth of expertise,
and ability to channel capital – cannot be easily replicated. We can and
should approach negotiations with the aim to preserve this European asset,
securing a deal that benefits both our economies.

We want to establish a new economic partnership with the EU that recognises
our existing deep interconnectedness. A spirit of pragmatic cooperation is
vital to achieving this.

I say this because both sides need to be clear about what they want from a
future relationship. The complaint from Brussels has been that the UK “hasn’t
made up its mind what type of relationship it wants” but in London, many feel
that we have little signal of what future relationship the EU27 would like to
have with a post-Brexit Britain. I don’t believe this can be a question only
for British politicians and British voters to resolve.

If we can work together on the basis that a good deal is in everybody’s
interests, we can agree a future partnership preserving the best of what we
have – allowing our businesses to continue trading together in goods and
services.

Two weeks ago the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge came to Sweden to celebrate
your energy, creativity and innovation. Let us use this same energy to agree
a new, deep and special partnership that keeps our relationship growing
strongly in the future.


