
News story: Penny Mordaunt calls for
action on sexual abuse within aid
sector

International Development Secretary Penny Mordaunt has called upon the
international community to step up alongside the UK to drive up safeguarding
standards so that we can stamp out “horrifying” sexual abuse and exploitation
from the aid sector.

Speaking at the first ever End Violence Solutions Summit in Stockholm,
alongside Sweden’s Prime Minister Stefan Löfven and Queen Silvia of Sweden,
Penny Mordaunt issued a call to action to the whole international development
community to bring about an urgent culture change and exhibit the moral
leadership and transparency required to protect the most vulnerable – or face
losing the UK’s partnership and support.

This follows Ms Mordaunt’s announcement earlier this week that the UK is
taking urgent action to review safeguarding across all of its work and with
all its partners. This includes introducing tough sanctions so that she can
have absolute assurance that all partners are maintaining the high standards
on safeguarding and protection that the UK requires.

International Development Secretary Penny Mordaunt said:

The sexual exploitation of vulnerable people, vulnerable children,
is never acceptable. But when it is perpetrated by people in
positions of power, people we entrust to help and protect, it
rightly sickens and disgusts. And it should compel us to take
action. […] This past week has to be a wake up call. If we don’t
want the actions of a minority of individuals to tarnish and
endanger all the good work that we do, then we must all respond
quickly and appropriately.

We must regain the trust of the public. We must make staff aware of
their moral responsibilities as well as their legal duties.

But above all else, we must strive to ensure that no child, no one,
is harmed by the people who are supposed to be there to help.

At the summit, Ms Mordaunt also announced her support (£5 million) to the End
Violence Against Children partnership, which will see the UK teaming up with
the biggest group of stakeholders in the world to investigate and implement
solutions that work to keep children safe. Over a million children across the
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world face some form of violence in their everyday lives – including modern
slavery, child marriage, child labour and violence in schools.

Speech: Penny Mordaunt speech at the
End Violence Solutions Summit

I’d like to say thank you to End Violence, the Swedish government and
WePROTECT Global Alliance for hosting today’s important event.

One of the objectives of this summit is that we all leave today believing
that we can end violence against children – and I believe we can.

And to help that I was going to talk about what DFID had done, what works,
our future plans and to talk about the announcement we’re making today of new
funding to protect children from physical and sexual abuse.

But with apologies for my hardworking team and to you, because I know I’m
preaching to the choir, I think my time here is better spent delivering
another message.

The sexual exploitation of vulnerable people, vulnerable children, is never
acceptable. But when it is perpetrated by people in positions of power,
people we entrust to help and protect, it rightly sickens and disgusts. And
it should compel us to take action.

The recent revelations about Oxfam, not solely the actions perpetrated by a
number of those staff but the way the organisation responded to those events
– should be a wake up call to the sector. They let perpetrators go, they did
not inform donors, their regulator or prosecuting authorities. It was not
just the processes and procedures of that organisation that were lacking but
moral leadership.

We cannot end violence against children unless zero tolerance means
something.

I will be guided in my decisions about Oxfam depending on the charity’s
response to requirement and questions I have raised with them, and by the
Charity Commission’s investigation.

But no organisation is too big or our work with them too complex for me to
hesitate to remove funding from them if we cannot trust them to put the
beneficiaries of aid first.

I’ve held meetings with charity bosses, regulators and experts over the last
few days and tomorrow I will be meeting with the National Crime Agency. While
investigations have to be completed and any potential criminals prosecuted
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accordingly, what is clear is that the culture that allowed this to happen
needs to change, and it needs to change now.

I am writing to every single charity which receives UK aid, demanding full
transparency and set out assurances about their safeguarding procedures. If
our standards are not met, then the British taxpayer will not continue to
fund them.

Unless you safeguard everyone in your organisation that comes into contact
with you, including beneficiaries, staff and volunteers – we will not fund
you.

Unless you create a culture that prioritises the safety of vulnerable people
and ensures victims and whistleblowers can come forward without fear – we
will not work with you.

And unless you report every serious incident or allegation, no matter how
damaging to your reputation – we cannot be your partners.

The same message goes out to any organisation or partner – whether they are
in the public, private or third sector which receives UK aid – and this
includes the component parts of the UN.

We want procedures to change. We want leaders to lead with moral authority.
We want staff to be held accountable for their actions, no matter where they
are.

Sexual abuse and exploitation is an issue the entire development sector needs
to confront.

The UN reported that there were 300 incidents of sexual exploitation and
abuse, including child rape, carried out by UN peacekeepers and civilian
staff in 2016. That figure is as morally repugnant and it is unacceptable.

We will not wait for the UN and other organisations to step up. The British
government will take action now.

My department has created a new unit to review safeguarding across all parts
of the aid sector, both in the UK and internationally. Among other things, we
will urgently look into how we can stop sexual abusers and predators from
being re-employed by charities, including the possibility of setting up of a
global register of development workers.

Secondly, we will step up our existing work with UN Secretary-General to stop
abuses under the UN flag. There will be no immunity for rape and sexual abuse
and I welcome the recent statement from the UN to that effect and note the
recent work that Unicef has done. We cannot let the UN flag provide cover for
despicable acts.

Thirdly, my department and the UK Charity Commission will hold within a month
a safeguarding summit, where we will meet with representatives across the aid
sector, and discuss new ways of vetting and recruiting staff, to ensure
protecting vulnerable people is at the forefront of our minds.



We are all taking necessary actions to ensure criminals are brought to
justice, organisations are held to account, and procedures to change and stop
sexual exploitation, abuse and rape.

And today, I’m calling on all of us to work together to do this. It is only
through working together that we can achieve our shared goal of ending
violence against children. And everyone in this room has a duty to ensure
change within their own organisations. We must ensure we all have the highest
safeguarding standards.

This past week has to be a wake up call. If we don’t want the actions of a
minority of individuals to tarnish and endanger all the good work that we do,
then we must all respond quickly and appropriately.

We must regain the trust of the public.

We must make staff aware of their moral responsibilities as well as their
legal duties.

But above all else, we must strive to ensure that no child, no one is harmed
by the people who are supposed to be there to help.

The speech was made at the Agenda 2030 for Children: End Violence1.
Solutions Summit

The End Violence summit is the first of its kind, and will see senior2.
representatives from the international aid community coming together to
commit to tackling violence against children in all forms – including
child marriage, violence in schools and modern slavery.

The UN reported there were more than 300 incidents of sexual3.
exploitation and abuse, including child rape, carried out by UN
peacekeepers and civilian staff in 2016.

Penny Mordaunt’s statement following her meetings with Oxfam and the4.
Charity Commission on Monday 12 February can be found here

At the summit, Ms Mordaunt also announced her support (£5 million) to5.
the End Violence Against Children partnership, which will see the UK
teaming up with the biggest group of stakeholders in the world to
investigate and implement solutions which really work to keep children
safe. Over a million children across the world face some form of
violence in their everyday lives – including modern slavery, child
marriage, child labour and violence in schools.
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Press release: Dallyn’s Dairy stream
‘thick with cattle dung’ near
Barnstaple

A ‘slurry umbilical pipe’ and other clues hinted at serious, persistent
pollution taking place.

The owners of a dairy farm have been ordered to pay £14,252 in fines and
costs for polluting a stream with effluent. The case was brought by the
Environment Agency.

The agency received a report of pollution in the Colam Stream near Muddiford,
Barnstaple on 24 May 2016. The pollution was traced to nearby Collacott Farm
where Richard Dallyn, director of Dallyn’s Dairy Ltd, admitted there had been
spillages the previous day.

Effluent from a dirty water lagoon had been pumped into a field channel
instead of being dispersed on the land by sprayer. Described as ‘thick with
cattle dung,’ the dirty water was then allowed to flow downhill and into the
stream.

Officers also saw a slurry umbilical pipe across the stream. There were signs
a ‘significant discharge’ of effluent had occurred. Slurry was visible on the
riverbank, rocks and surrounding bushes suggesting a coupling on the pipe had
failed. There was also heavy algal growth and sewage fungus in the stream
that indicated a source of long term pollution was present.

Further checks revealed pollution was also coming from one of a series of
settlement ponds on the farm that had overflowed and was sending poor quality
water into the Colam Stream. As a precaution, the Environment Agency alerted
the owners of two fish farms downstream of Collacott Farm.

A clean river capable of supporting trout and salmon would be expected to
have an ammonia reading of approximately 0.25mg/litre. The ammonia level
downstream of the illegal discharge was 20.2mg/litre.

More than 600 metres of the stream was affected by a ‘chronic and continuing’
pollution. In places the watercourse was ‘running grey’ with large amount of
silt and residue. Large colonies of ‘blood worms’, an indicator of poor water
quality, also were present.

A court heard there had been a history of pollution incidents at Collacott
Farm involving silage, slurry and dirty water run-off that had resulted in
warning letters and a caution from the Environment Agency.

Sean McKay for the Environment Agency said: “The Environment Agency works
closely with farmers to ensure that they understand their responsibilities
towards the environment and that they comply with the relevant regulations.
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“It will not hesitate to take action against farmers who take risks and fail
to put appropriate pollution prevention measures in place.”

Dallyn’s Dairy Ltd was fined £6,666 and ordered to pay £7,416 costs by
Barnstaple magistrates after pleading guilty to polluting the Colam Stream,
an offence under the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales)
Regulations. The company was also ordered to pay a victim surcharge of £170.
The case was heard on January 30, 2018.

Press release: Strong UK-China
collaborations in healthcare

It has been a momentous month for healthcare agreements between the UK and
China, with the announcement of numerous collaborations by UK companies in
healthcare and life sciences with their Chinese partners.

Over £500 million of healthcare and life science deals were signed in the
visit by the Prime Minister and Secretary of State for International Trade.

The deals signify the closer working between the UK and China to develop
faster, safer and more effective diagnostics, therapeutics and healthcare
services.

Future of Medicine signings
The Secretary of State witnessed UK-China deal signings at the Future of
Medicine event in Beijing, China. The event celebrated the future of medicine
through stronger relationships between our 2 countries in personalised
medicine, artificial intelligence and digital health.

In a speech delivered to leading Chinese healthcare companies, the Secretary
of State said:

Advances in medicine and technology are opening up new
opportunities to manage and cure disease. Today accelerated access
programs bring novel therapies to patients faster than ever before.

New technologies and advancements cannot be developed in isolation
though. To successfully help a population they need to be
integrated into the infrastructure of a country’s healthcare
system. This is an exciting challenge facing both the UK and China,
tackled through greater collaboration during this golden era.
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Other recent signings
Other signings witnessed by the Prime Minister and Secretary of State include
deals between China’s Food and Drug Administration and the UK Medicine and
Health Products Regulatory Authority, and TPP and First Chengmei Medical add
weight to the increasingly strong relationship between UK-China healthcare
companies.

Sharing the stage with the former NHFPC Vice Minister Jin Xiaotao, the
Secretary of State said:

The UK has a population of approximately 65 million, the size of
one Chinese province. With a population of 1.4 billion the data
that can be generated through health care collaborations in China
has a huge global worth.

List of Signings
The full list of the healthcare and life sciences deal signings, in
conjunction with the Prime Minister’s and Secretary of State’s visit are:

Trinity College Cambridge and Tus-Holdings: Tus-Holdings signed an
agreement to invest over 200 million into the Cambridge Science Park
AstraZeneca China and Shenzhen Tencent Computer Systems signed an
agreement to work together to tackle counterfeit drugs on the e-commerce
platform
The University of Manchester and Peking University Health Science Center
signed an agreement to cooperate in the areas of Biology, Medicine and
Health and to extend collaboration on a new Joint Technological Platform
for biomarker discovery
Medopad and Peking University Smart Health Lab signed an agreement to
work together to configure new care models and patient monitoring
solutions
Medopad and China Resources Guokang (Shanghai) Pharmaceutical Co. signed
a contract to transform how patients with chronic and high cost diseases
are cared for
Congenica and Digital China Health signed a MOU on genomic data
analytics research and development to implement a medical big data
strategy in China
Beijing UniteGen Co. Ltd signed an agreement to expand the existing
commercial deal with Congenica to provide genomic diagnosis solutions
for Chinese rare disease patients
Nine Health Global and Tsingdata D-LAB signed an agreement to
collaborate in the development of bid data health analytics
Eight Great Technologies and Leaguer International Co signed an
agreement to create a 5 billion RMB fund to invest in UK emerging
technologies
TPP and First Chengmai Medical Industry Group have signed an agreement
to work together to deliver an integrated healthcare platform for
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electronic records
China’s Food and Drug Administration and the UK Medicine and Health
Products Regulatory Authority agreed to exchange safety information on
medicines and medical devices to protect patients in the UK, China, and
around the world

More information on China healthcare opportunities
Contact us at Healthcare UK to discuss how we can help you, whether you are a
UK-based supplier or an international buyer.

Press release: Justice Secretary
publishes action plan for HMP
Nottingham

immediate improvements made after ministers and inspectors demand action
prison improves mental health services, boosts anti-violence measures
and repairs the estate
Justice Secretary makes clear there is more to be done, and will use
this process to get the basics right at Nottingham and across the prison
estate

Building on improvements made at the prison last year, care for the most
vulnerable offenders will be dramatically improved, with NHS England
supporting HMP Nottingham with an additional £200,000 to improve mental
health services.

Specialist healthcare staff will now spend additional time with those most at
risk of self-harm, and more detailed mental health assessments will be
completed by trained professionals.

A local suicide prevention policy has also been launched, providing
additional staff training in managing vulnerable offenders, and the prison
will continue to work closely with the Prisons and Probation Ombudsman to
make sure all recommendations on deaths in custody are implemented.

Justice Secretary David Gauke said:

I’ve been absolutely clear that conditions in some of our prisons
are unacceptable, and I will not stand for them.

We’ve already taken immediate action to address failings identified
by the Chief Inspector, but this action plan is only the beginning.
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The most troubling and tragic of the problems at HMP Nottingham is
the unacceptable level of self-harm and deaths. To address this, we
have established a new suicide prevention policy, boosted the
mental health assessment and referrals process, and got extra
support from the NHS.

But we can’t stop there and I am committed to getting the basics
right at Nottingham and across the estate. We must stop the drugs,
violence and self-harm, and clean up our prisons so we can focus on
making them safe and secure places for rehabilitation.

The plan also sets out how HMP Nottingham has:

carried out a full review of safety and violence, with body worn cameras
now fully operational and staff receiving additional conflict resolution
training
committed to recruiting 100 new officers to boost the prison’s
frontline, as well as increasing mentoring for new recruits and less
experienced staff
completed over 800 maintenance tasks, including repairing windows and
damaged cells, with monthly inspections resulting in significant
improvements to cleanliness

This action plan comes after ministers introduced the Urgent Notification
process last year, meaning prisons that require urgent attention will have 28
days to introduce tough measures that will drive improvement. Last month, HMP
Nottingham was issued with the first ever Urgent Notification by the Chief
Inspector of Prisons.

Since then, the prison has taken wide-ranging action to address the concerns
of the Chief Inspector, building on improvements already made prior to the
Urgent Notification being issued.

Today’s action plan comes in advance of the final inspection report into HMP
Nottingham, which is due to be published later this year.

Notes to editors

The Urgent Notification for HMP Nottingham was issued on 19 January, and
was the first such notification issued to any prison in England and
Wales.
The Secretary of State has 28 days to publicly report on action taken to
resolve issues raised by inspectors.
More information on Urgent Notification can be found on GOV.UK.
For more info, please call the MOJ Press Office on 0203 334 3536.

Related link

Justice Secretary’s response and plan of action

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/urgent-notification
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