
News story: Lord Ahmad congratulates
The Gambia on Commonwealth re-entry

Lord Ahmad handing the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting invitation to
President Barrow

Lord (Tariq) Ahmad of Wimbledon, Foreign and Commonwealth Office Minister for
the Commonwealth, visited The Gambia on 15 and 16 February to offer
congratulations on the country’s re-entry to the Commonwealth.

The Minister met with senior government ministers, including President Adama
Barrow, Minister of Foreign Affairs Ousainou Darboe, and Vice-President
Fatoumata Tambajang, where he discussed the Government’s commitments to
reforms in keeping with the Commonwealth’s principles of democracy, equality
for all citizens, and good governance.

Lord Ahmad said:

The UK warmly congratulates the people of The Gambia on this
country’s re-entry to the Commonwealth family of nations. When the
Foreign Secretary visited last year, he met many Gambians who share
the common values of the Commonwealth and wanted to re-join – and
who felt as if they had never truly left.

We have welcomed the Government’s progress on human rights and
governance over the past year. It is important now that there is
continued, concerted commitment and tangible action: human rights,
freedom of expression, equality for all, and strengthening rule of
law are critical building blocks for a sustainable, successful
democracy.

I am delighted to have formally invited, on behalf of the Prime
Minister, President Barrow to the UK for the next Commonwealth
Heads of Government Meeting in April, and we look forward to
working with The Gambia as a Commonwealth partner once more.

Lord Ahmad also met with civil society organisations, human rights groups,
and members of the international community, including to hear about the
challenges facing many women and girls, from lack of access to quality
education, to FGM, early marriage and inequality.

Further information
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Speech: PM press conference with
Chancellor Merkel: 16 February 2018

It’s a pleasure to be in Berlin once again and I thank Chancellor Merkel for
hosting these talks today. You may recall, she was the first Head of
Government that I visited after becoming Prime Minister in 2016, I think
underlining the importance of the relationship between our two countries.

Our partnership is vital in defending our shared values and promoting our
interests around the world. We are standing side-by-side in Eastern Europe as
part of NATO efforts to reassure our allies and deter Russian aggression.

Our Armed Forces are supporting the Iraqi Government to liberate territory in
their brave fight against Daesh in the Middle East.

And in areas such as global health, climate change, clean energy, UK-Germany
cooperation has shaped the international agenda.

Security

In our talks today, we have discussed the speech I will give to the Munich
security conference tomorrow, in which I will reiterate that the UK remains
unconditionally committed to European security – and set out my vision for a
unique new partnership between the EU and the UK on defence, information
sharing, security and law enforcement.

Because as the threats we face grow and evolve, our structures and
capabilities must keep pace.

Whether the challenge comes from North Korea’s attempts to nuclearise the
Korean Peninsula or the Islamist terrorists that continue to seek to do us
harm.

We must work together and use all the levers at our disposal to keep people
across Europe safe.

Foreign policy

On foreign policy, we already work very closely together.

Today Chancellor Merkel and I have reaffirmed our commitment to the Iran
nuclear deal and the need for full implementation by all sides that we made
in October last year. And we agreed that as we continue to work to preserve
the deal we also share US concerns about Iran’s destabilising activity in the
Middle East.

We stand ready to take further appropriate measures to tackle these issues.

We also discussed the Western Balkans Conference, which I look forward to
Chancellor Merkel attending in London in July.
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Prime Minister Theresa May and German Chancellor Angela Merkel

Prosperity and Brexit

Of course, it is not only in defence of our shared values that the UK and
Germany rely on one another.

Trade between our nations secures and generates hundreds of thousands of jobs
in both countries, with hard work, enterprise and innovation at its
foundation.

Our proud history of commerce goes back to at least the 12th century with the
trade between the Hanseatic cities and English ports.

And it is vital to people in both the UK and Germany that this shared
tradition continues.

And so we have referred in our discussions to the UK’s vision for a bold and
ambitious economic partnership once the UK leaves the European Union.

I want to ensure that UK companies have the maximum freedom to trade and
operate within German markets – and for German businesses to do the same in
the UK.

Much progress has already been made in the Brexit negotiations and we both
welcomed the agreement reached last December to secure rights for more than a
hundred thousand German nationals in the UK and a similar number of UK
citizens living here in Germany.

We’re now ready to enter into the next phase of negotiations and our
immediate goal is to agree a time-limited implementation period, with the
latest round of talks between the UK and the Commission due to begin on
Monday.

Conclusion

The UK and Germany’s shared history, values and culture make us vital
partners and strong allies both bilaterally and through NATO, the G7 and the
G20.

And we will continue to work together to strengthen these ties for years and
decades to come.

News story: Troika statement on South
Sudan forum

The members of the Troika (Norway, the United Kingdom, and the United States)
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welcome the parties’ constructive efforts toward compromise for the benefit
of the people of South Sudan at the High Level Revitalization Forum (HLRF)
over the last two weeks in Addis Ababa. The Troika expresses its appreciation
for and fully supports the continuing effort by the Intergovernmental
Authority on Development (IGAD) to restore peace through the HLRF, and
commends the tireless efforts of the IGAD Special Envoy Ambassador Ismail
Wais and the mediation team.

The Troika underscores the critical importance of the parties creating a
conducive environment for peacemaking: fighting while talking is unacceptable
and cannot be tolerated. The parties must make good on their promises to
implement the Agreement on a Cessation of Hostilities (ACOH) signed in
December 2017. We take note and support the intention by IGAD and the African
Union to identify and impose consequences on those undermining peace as soon
as possible and we stand ready to support them in their efforts.
Implementation of the ACOH must also include the release of political
prisoners and prisoners of war, the end to the use of child soldiers and
sexual and gender-based violence as a weapon. The parties must also allow
unfettered access for Ceasefire and Transitional Security Arrangements
Monitoring Mechanism (CTSAMM) monitors and for humanitarian assistance and
aid workers responding to Africa’s worst humanitarian crisis.

While useful dialogue has taken place over the past two weeks, there is much
more for the parties to do if the HLRF is to make meaningful and sustainable
progress towards peace. The Troika calls on all parties to reconvene as soon
as possible, without preconditions, to address the important security and
governance arrangements that are essential for peace. We urge all parties to
take steps to maintain the momentum of the process and refrain from comments
or actions that could make returning to dialogue more difficult. We urge the
parties to agree that a negotiated arrangement for an inclusive transitional
government that reflects South Sudan’s diversity is needed. We encourage the
parties to set as priorities the separation of powers, dispute resolution and
reconciliation mechanisms, service delivery, and accountability. Arrangements
must not advantage any political, armed, or ethnic group. We call on the
parties to develop practical security arrangements that end violence and
build confidence, and set out a realistic path to broader security sector
reform. We urge the parties to support financial reforms that address
corruption and build confidence in public institutions.

The Troika renews its firm view that elections in 2018 are not viable given
the continuing conflict, lack of security, displacement of one third of the
population, and severe food insecurity affecting half the population. It
calls on all parties to reject any unilateral effort to extend power though
the ballot box, the legislature, or military means. A negotiated path to
elections also means the protection of fundamental political freedoms, and
significant improvements in security and humanitarian conditions. The Troika
continues to stand with the people of South Sudan and urges their leaders to
move expeditiously to achieve the peace their people deserve.

Further information



News story: Statement from the
International Development Secretary on
Oxfam

On Friday 16 February International Development Secretary Penny Mordaunt
said:

“I have now received a formal response to the set of demands I put to Oxfam
in my meeting with Mark Goldring, Chief Executive, and Caroline Thomson,
Chair of Trustees, on 12 February.

“I made three demands: that they make clear how they will handle any
forthcoming allegations around safeguarding – historic or live; that they
report staff members involved in this incident to their respective national
governments; and that they fully cooperate with the Haitian authorities,
including handing over all evidence they hold. Oxfam has now confirmed that
they have complied with all of these points.

“Following our discussions, Oxfam has agreed to withdraw from bidding for any
new UK Government funding until DFID is satisfied that they can meet the high
standards we expect of our partners.

“My priority is to deliver for the world’s poorest and most vulnerable, while
keeping people safe from harm. We want to ensure that programmes we are
already financially committed to are being delivered appropriately by Oxfam
or any other DFID partner.

“We have asked for assurances from all our charitable partners regarding
their safeguarding and reporting practices by 26 February, including Oxfam.
At that stage we will make further decisions about continuing or amending how
those programmes are delivered. Our primary guiding principle in this will be
the welfare of the beneficiaries of UK aid.

“The UK Government reserves the right to take whatever decisions about
present or future funding to Oxfam, and any other organisation, that we deem
necessary. We have been very clear that we will not work with any
organisation that does not live up to the high standards on safeguarding and
protection that we require.

“In taking these actions I am very aware that there are hundreds of good,
brave and compassionate people working for Oxfam around the world. They have
been poorly served by Oxfam’s leadership team too.

“Clearly Oxfam have a long way to go before they can regain the trust of the
British public, their staff and the people they aim to help. The actions and
attitude of the organisation over the coming weeks will be critical.
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“I am determined that we do our utmost to prevent exploitation and abuse
happening – and ensure that where it does happen it is identified and dealt
with appropriately.

“The UK will continue to take all necessary action and it is vital now that
the whole aid sector – from UK-based charities working overseas, to the UN,
to other donor countries – step up and demonstrate the leadership required.”

Press release: Foreign Secretary
welcomes new UN Special Envoy for
Yemen

I welcome the appointment of Martin Griffiths to the role of UN Special Envoy
for Yemen. Mr Griffiths brings a wealth of experience from several high
profile UN positions in the region, and is a leading expert on international
mediation and conflict resolution.

I would like to thank Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed for his dedication in the role
of UN Special Envoy since April 2015, working to facilitate a credible peace
process in Yemen.

The UK is at the forefront of international efforts to help bring to Yemen
the peace, stability and security that all Yemenis deserve. This can only be
reached through an inclusive political settlement. Mr Griffiths and his team
will be central to achieving progress and I call upon all parties to engage
with the UN process in good faith.

The UK strongly supports the work of the UN in Yemen. We support the efforts
to reboot a UN peace process as a matter of urgency. By the end of the
financial year 2017/18, we will have provided £1.68 million to the UN Special
Envoy’s office to bolster the UN’s capacity to facilitate the peace process.
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