
News story: Extremism Commissioner
confirms plans for 2018

Lead Commissioner for Countering Extremism, Sara Khan, has today (15 March)
set out her plans to engage and consult, produce a comprehensive study and
make recommendations to government.

The government has said countering extremism is one of the most significant
and important challenges of our generation.

The move follows the formal launch of the Commission after the Home Office
published a charter confirming how the government will work with the
independent Commission, and laid a written ministerial statement.

Sara will spend the coming weeks sharing her plans with activists and
frontline workers, community leaders and extremism experts in a series of
meetings, visits and roundtables.

Commission plan for 2018:

The Commission will be seeking input to its work from the full range of
voices required to tackle a problem that affects so much of our society.
This will include public consultation, discussions with government
bodies, and insights from experts, academics and think tanks. The
Commission will publish a regular update which will summarise its
engagement activity.

The Commission will produce a comprehensive study that exposes the scale
and consequences of extremism in this country alongside the great work
already being done to tackle it.

The Commission will challenge the whole of society on what more can be
done, and publish recommendations to the Home Secretary by the end of
its first year on what the future structure and priorities of the
Commission should be.

Sara has described 2018 as a ‘watershed moment for extremism’.

Her comments follow a speech by outgoing Assistant Commissioner for the
Metropolitan Police Mark Rowley in which he spelt out the “chronic threat” of
extremist propaganda, which reaches “into our communities through
sophisticated propaganda and subversive strategies creating and exploiting
vulnerabilities that can ultimately lead to acts of violence and terrorism”.

Sara’s statement also reflects the impact of high profile cases, such as the
trial of Finsbury Park attacker Darren Osborne and Ripple Road mosque
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‘teacher’ Umar Haque, which demonstrate the frightening reach of extremist
propaganda.

In his sentencing, the judge remarked that Osborne was rapidly radicalised
over the internet, encountering and consuming material from those determined
to spread hatred of Muslims. Umar Haque attempted to radicalise children at
Ripple Road mosque by showing students videos of beheadings.

Lead Commissioner for Countering Extremism Sara Khan said:

Extremism is a serious threat to all our communities and it
requires a whole society response.

There are individuals and groups who have a bigoted ‘us versus
them’ vision for this country. They pump out poisonous propaganda
to turn communities against each other. They exploit grievances to
promote isolation, provoke discrimination and sow the seeds of
violence. They turn people away from the institutions set up to
protect them.

This is a watershed moment for extremism. We have seen in recent
high profile cases the frightening reach and influence of
extremists and their propaganda. But at the same up and down the
country brave individuals and groups are speaking out and fighting
back.

I have been promoting human rights and exposing extremists for a
decade. As activists will tell you, putting your head above the
parapet to challenge extremism is often difficult and can be
intimidating. But when we come together as diverse groups united by
a commitment to tolerance and community we are stronger. That is my
vision for this Commission.

On 24 January the Home Secretary revealed that Sara had been selected to lead
the Commission for Countering Extremism.

This followed a commitment in the Queen’s Speech last year to establish a
commission “to support the government in stamping out extremist ideology in
all its forms, both across society and on the internet, so it is denied a
safe space to spread.”

News story: Minister announces £17
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million to improve children’s services

Children and Families Minister Nadhim Zahawi has today announced a package of
support worth £17 million to improve outcomes for vulnerable children.

More than £15 million will go to eight new Partners in Practice, to expand a
peer support programme between local authorities to improve children’s
services.

The government is also announcing £2 million to improve leadership in
children’s social care services, which will be delivered through the Local
Government Association (LGA).

The funding is part of the Government’s £20 million improvement strategy for
children’s social care, and will see the Partners in Practice Programme –
children’s services which are rated ‘good’ by Ofsted – develop and share
strong practice, and deliver hands-on peer support to other councils, to help
improve outcomes for more children and their families across the country.

Minister for Children and Families Nadhim Zahawi said:

Social workers do an incredible job providing some of our most
vulnerable children in our society with life-changing care and
support.

This investment for our Partners in Practice Programme will help
the fantastic work councils are doing to deliver high-quality
services and make a real difference to children’s lives.

I am also pleased to support the Local Government Association to
drive good leadership, which is crucial if we want to support and
encourage frontline staff to deliver excellent care for children
and young people.

This investment comes from £20 million announced at the National Children’s
and Adults Services (NCAS) conference last year (October 2017), to provide
additional support for councils at risk of service failure and to help create
a system of continuous improvement. Through the funding, the LGA will create
a package of support to ensure lead council members have the skills they need
to scrutinise performance and drive improvement in children’s services.

Cllr Richard Watts, Chair of the Local Government Association’s Children and
Young People Board, said:

We are pleased that the Minister has backed the LGA’s call for
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children’s improvement funding. This will help to deliver an
enhanced programme of sector-led support to councils, offering
everything from regular ‘health checks’ and training for lead
members and senior officers.

The achievements of councils through the sector-led improvement
approach demonstrate its success and shows what councils can
achieve by working together and supporting one another.

Phil Norrey, the Solace spokesperson for Children and Families and Chief
Executive of Devon County Council, said:

This is welcome investment for children’s services, good news for
the children and families we serve and a vote of confidence in
local government as a whole. Sector led improvement has proven
itself effective in other areas and we are pleased by the
recognition that chief executives and whole council leadership is
needed to drive meaningful change.

Solace looks forward to working with our partners on this bid – the
Local Government Association, Association of Directors of
Children’s Services and Department for Education – to challenge and
support our colleagues across the country.

The new Partners in Practice are Ealing, Camden, North Tyneside and South
Tyneside in partnership, Essex, Stockport, Hackney, East Riding of Yorkshire
and Doncaster Trust. The Partners in Practice Programme and the Innovation
Programme are part of the government’s ambitious reforms to children’s social
care, backed by to up to £250 million.

Press release: Liam Fox launches
awards for best business partnerships
of the future

International Trade Secretary, Dr Liam Fox MP, launched the GREAT Innovation
in Action Awards on 14 March 2018 to find the best partnerships between UK
and Asia Pacific companies.

Twelve shortlisted trade projects all demonstrate how new ideas can transform
the way we work, live, play or learn – the 4 themes of the GREAT Festival of
Innovation that begins in Hong Kong on 21 March.

The awards, which provide a snapshot of international trade at its most
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ambitious and innovative, will celebrate a variety of brilliant partnerships
between UK and Asia Pacific companies of every kind, from large corporates to
new start-ups.

Shortlisted projects range from cutting-edge UK robotics making construction
work safer for engineers in Hong Kong, to Chinese automotive technology
cleaning the air we breathe in the UK’s cities.

The Great Festival of Innovation in Hong Kong will showcase some of the best
British businesses to the Asian market. The festival, which has been
organised by the Department of International Trade, will take place from 21
to 24 March and bring together business leaders, government ministers and the
latest ground-breaking technologies from the UK and across Asia.

Other projects up for an award include:

Go Ahead London and Build Your Dreams of Shenzhen developing Europe’s
first all-electric bus garage in London, which will cut 700 tonnes of
C02 emissions
UK architects Foster & Partners and Hong Kong-based Harbour City Estates
extending the Ocean Terminal in Hong Kong, to create a new green,
gateway to the city for its millions of visitors
the Met Office and the China Meteorological Administration finding ways
to provide industry and citizens with the intelligence they need to make
better judgements on coping with extreme weather

International Trade Secretary, Dr Liam Fox said:

I am delighted to launch the GREAT Innovation in Action Awards,
which showcase cutting edge collaborations between UK and Asian
companies that will change the way work, live, play or learn in the
future.

The IMF predict 90% of growth will come from outside the EU in the
coming years, so it’s vital that more UK companies develop these
business partnerships across the Asia Pacific region.

That’s why, as an international economic department, we are helping
UK companies forge new business ties that will boost exports and
investment and bring more jobs and prosperity to every part of the
country.

The awards are being launched as further good news arrives for related
sectors in today’s ONS trade statistics, exports of British electrical
equipment rose by 13.3% in 2017, with machinery exports also up by 12.8%. UK
exports rose 11.5% (£64.5 billion) to £625.9 billion in total with the
overall trade deficit narrowing by £12.8 billion in the process.

Members of the international business community can vote for shortlisted
projects, and winners will be announced on Wednesday 28 March. The full list
of nominations and votes for the most innovative collaborations can be cast



at www.greatinnovationawards.com.

Other projects nominated include:

coffee roasting UK company IKAWA and Japanese tech giant Panasonic
partnered to help the firm expand its home coffee roasting service with
the latest in digital coffee roasting technology
the Busan-Sheffield Inter-City Arts Project is an urban regeneration
project that connects Busan and Sheffield, 2 cities that are both
undergoing significant change. Made possible by Arts Council England,
Arts Council Korea and the British Council in Korea, the initiative
seeks to explore the identities of both cities
Malaysia’s Ministry of Education has been working with UK tech company
Frog since 2012. In that time, they have succeeded in making Malaysia
the first country in the world to connect all of its schools to a single
learning platform, supporting 5,000,000 students and 500,000 teachers in
the country

About the GREAT Innovation in Action Awards

Shortlisted projects were selected on the basis of:

being a trade relationship, joint venture or other form of commercial
collaboration between a company headquartered in the UK (or its
subsidiaries) and a company headquartered in Asia (or its subsidiaries),
requiring significant co-operation
showing evidence or serious and ambitious intent of changing the way
things have traditionally done in their sector
using advanced technology and/or innovative thinking to achieve that
objective

About Department for International Trade

The UK’s Department for International Trade (DIT) has overall responsibility
for promoting UK trade across the world and attracting foreign investment to
our economy. We are a specialised government body with responsibility for
negotiating international trade policy, supporting business, as well as
delivering an outward-looking trade diplomacy strategy.

About the GREAT international trade campaign

The GREAT international trade campaign works to promote the strength of UK
industries to overseas buyers, forging new business partnerships through DIT
Trade experts across the globe. Whether its celebrating close UK-US ties in
the creative industries, or the use of UK technology across the world, the
campaign creates an online presence through which exceptional UK companies
are promoted on a global stage.
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News story: Programme: EU-UK Article
50 negotiations Brussels, 16 to 19
March 2018

To help us improve GOV.UK, we’d like to know more about your visit today.
We’ll send you a link to a feedback form. It will take only 2 minutes to fill
in. Don’t worry we won’t send you spam or share your email address with
anyone.

Email address

Don’t have an email address? Send me the survey 

News story: CIC Regulator’s telephones
technical fault

 CIC Regulator’s telephones technical fault

Customers are able to leave a voicemail message but we are unable to call
back at present. We would like to apologise for any inconvenience caused
during this disruption.

We ask that all enquiries are sent to cicregulator@companieshouse.gov.uk and
we will respond within 24-48 hours.

We are hoping the telephone service will be back up and running shortly and
will keep you updated via this page and @CICRegulator.
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