News story: Home office seeks partners
to deliver its super-complaints system

The Home Office has set out how organisations can apply to become ‘designated
bodies’, so that they can raise issues or concerns on behalf of the public
about patterns or trends in policing which are, or appear to be,
significantly harming the interests of the public.

The regulations have been laid in Parliament today.

Organisations who feel they can contribute to the improvement of policing
will have 6 weeks to apply from 3 April, and must demonstrate that they
fulfil the 9 criteria set out in regulations. The new system will be
operational later this year.

Minister for Policing and the Fire Service, Nick Hurd said:

It is vital that the public have confidence in policing. While the
current police complaints procedure is robust in tackling
individual complaints about a particular police officer or
incident, it is sometimes too slow to capture major, cross-force
issues within policing.

We are looking for a select group of organisations to become
designated bodies who will be able to raise super-complaints and
ensure these systematic issues are being properly addressed.

The criteria for becoming a ‘designated body’ were the subject of a
consultation last year with respondents overwhelmingly supporting the 9
standards suggested. These include a requirement that prospective
organisations:

e have considerable experience in representing the interests of the public

e will work to improve policing

e are able to demonstrate the capability to carry out their role
effectively

The government’s response to this consultation has now been published.
The Home Secretary will be responsible for designating the successful bodies.

While super-complaints are already well established in the commercial and
financial sectors this will be the first time they are used in the public
sector.

The super-complaints system, set out in the Policing and Crime Act 2017, will
complement existing complaints procedures. Once a policing super-complaint is
received, Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire and Rescue
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Services will work with the Independent Office for Police Conduct, College of
Policing, and others as required, to review the evidence provided by the
designated body and agree an appropriate response.

News story: Ilford pupil celebrated in
international short story competition

A school pupil recognised in an international short story competition has
today (Monday 26 March) been awarded a prize for her success by Education
Minister Nick Gibb, as part of the ongoing celebration of the history of the
Commonwealth.

Alyssa Malley, aged ten, a pupil at Churchfields Junior School in Ilford,
scooped third place out of 1,600 entries from across the Commonwealth.
Alyssa’s prize-winning story focused on ending conflict through recognition
of the common values shared by people across the globe.

The annual Commonwealth Class Writing Competition — which is run by the
Commonwealth Secretariat and the British Council — was themed around ‘peace’
this year and the first and second prizes were awarded to pupils from India
and Pakistan.

This international recognition builds on the rising standards in our schools,
with over 15,969 more pupils in Ilford in schools rated good or outstanding
than in 2010 and 95 per cent of Ilford schools given this rating at their
last inspection.

School Standards Minister Nick Gibb said:

Congratulations to Alyssa on this achievement. Despite fierce
competition, it is brilliant to see a pupil from Ilford recognised
on the global stage.

Thanks to the hard work of teachers and our reforms, academic
standards are rising in England, with 1.9 million more children in
good or outstanding schools than in 2010.

This determination to offer every pupil a world-class education was
evident at Churchfields Primary School, where I saw first-hand how
pupils were broadening their understanding of the Commonwealth and
its unique history.

In a visit to the school, Minister Gibb presented Alyssa with a certificate
and a £30 book voucher to celebrate her achievement.
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Nick Gibb presented the pupil with an award recognising her success in the
Commonwealth Writing Competition. This is the second consecutive year in
which pupils from Churchfields Junior School have been successful in this
prestigious event, in which so many other students throughout the world take
part. Alyssa commented that she was proud so many people across the world
would hear her message of peaceful problem solving and she was looking
forward to writing more stories in the future.

Mr Gibb also visited a lesson where pupils were being taught about the
Commonwealth and what it means to be a member of this unique historic
institution. Teachers were using an education resource pack — produced by the
Department for Education — which aims to illustrate the importance of the
Commonwealth to young people today.

Headteacher Mrs Emeny said:

Writing is a strength of Churchfields Junior School and the
ministerial visit was a great opportunity for Nick Gibb to see our
world-class school in action. As he toured the classrooms, I was
pleased by his comments about the high levels of achievement and
excellence he witnessed across the curriculum. During his visit,
the Minister spoke to staff and pupils about our school ethos and
how the wealth of opportunities we provide enable pupils to develop
outstanding language and maths skills, as well as a deep cultural
understanding.

Today’'s focus on the Commonwealth comes ahead of the Commonwealth Heads of
Government meeting which will be hosted by Britain in April. Leaders,
business, civil society and young people from around the world will meet to
discuss a common future.

Sinead Russell, Senior Literature Programme Manager and Joe White, Literature
Coordinator at the British Council from the judging pane said:

It was a privilege to read so many excellent stories from around
the world. Although every story differs in its approach to this
year’s theme, what they all have in common is a depth of humanity
and a feel for language which, quite frankly, humbled us.

All of the winning stories and highly commended entries, each illustrated by
Tarsila Kruse, Children’s Book Illustrator, can be seen on the British
Council’'s Commonwealth Class website.

Writing tips from Children’s Writing Fellow for Northern Ireland, Myra Zepf
and former Children’s Laureate, Anne Fine can be downloaded here.

The Commonwealth Class initiative enables schools to take part in online
competitions and work on projects with the aim of giving young people a
hands-on international learning experience based around the Commonwealth
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family of countries.

Statement to Parliament: PM Commons
statement on European Council: 26
March 2018

[unable to retrieve full-text content]Prime Minister Theresa May gave a
statement to Parliament on last week’s EU Council meeting.

Press release: Events to find out more
about North East natural flood
management

Weardale residents can find out more about how a £2.1million natural flood
management project could reduce their risk of flooding and create a haven for
wildlife in a series of events to be held next month.

The Weardale Natural Flood Management (NFM) pilot project will see the
Environment Agency investigate and deliver natural features across 100km
squared area to reduce the risk of flooding to 141 properties.

The project team is currently carrying out an assessment of NFM techniques
that might help reduce flood risk in Weardale and takes in towns and villages
including Stanhope, Westgate, Eastgate and Wolsingham.

The Environment Agency is working on the project with Natural England,
Forestry Commission, Durham County Council and the North Pennines Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty Partnership.

They want to work with local farmers and landowners who are interested in
getting involved in the project to assess the impact of different NFM
features. Over the coming months, the North Pennines AONB partnership will be
taking the lead in approaching farmers and landowners to discuss voluntary
involvement in the scheme. They will be supported by Wear Rivers Trust.

A series of information events for communities is taking place in April to
find out more about what it means for them and how they can get involved, as
well as capturing their local knowledge about flooding history in the area.
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First step in ‘pioneering project’

Environment Agency Project Manager Kirsty Hardy said:

This is the first step in what is a pioneering project to explore
and deliver natural flood management features to reduce flood risk,
as well as enrich the landscape and habitat of what is a beautiful
area of countryside.

Until December this year we will be assessing different techniques
and our colleagues at the North Pennines AONB Partnership,
supported by Wear Rivers Trust, will be speaking with local farmers
and landowners before we can then identify any suitable locations
for potential delivery of natural flood management features.

This project is ultimately going to increase our understanding of
the impact natural flood management can have on reducing flows
along tributaries on the Upper River Wear.

We're hosting a series of events where people can find out more
about natural flood management and how they can get involved, as
well as help us understand past flooding in the area. This really
is an exciting project where the community can play a key role and
I'd encourage people to come along.

Early discussions

Rebecca Barrett, Biodiversity Lead for the North Pennines AONB Partnership,
added:

We have already had some early discussions with a number of farmers
and landowners in Weardale. They are interested in the project and
are happy to discuss ways to help reduce the impact of flooding on
their community.

It is a pleasure to meet with the people whose land management
activities play such an important role in the appearance and
function of our landscape and we are looking forward to developing
the project in partnership with them over the coming months.

All drop-in events take place between 2.30pm and 7pm on:

Date Location
4 April Westgate Village Hall, Front Street, Westgate, DL13 1RX
5 April Wearhead Village Hall, Wearhead, Bishop Auckland, DL13 1DY
10 April Cowshill Village Hall, Bishop Auckland, DL13 1DA
11 April Eastgate Village Hall, Eastgate, DL13 2HU
12 April Stanhope Community Association, Front Street, Stanhope, DL13 2NQ



In March 2017 the Environment Agency announced £15million of funding had been
made available for NFM schemes nationally. The Weardale project will allow
the Environment Agency to gather and understand evidence to support that
natural flood management can play a role in reducing flood risk.

NFM features are specifically designed to work with the natural processes in
the landscape to slow river flows and reduce flood risk. As with traditional
flood walls and embankments they are a tool to help reduce risk but can never
eliminate the risk of flooding entirely.

News story: Manufacturing better
buildings: apply for funding

Funding will establish a core innovation hub that will transform
construction.

Innovate UK has up to £72 million to invest in establishing a core innovation
hub to support collaboration between industry and academia and transform the
construction sector.

The funding is for UK-based research and technology organisations that
already have substantive existing facilities and expertise to work with
others in the construction sector, such as businesses, the research base or
public sector organisations.

Transforming construction

The way we create buildings has not changed in 40 years, and construction has
not seen the same increases in productivity as other industries. The sector
is also facing a skills crisis due to an ageing workforce.

This competition aims to fund a single, core innovation hub that will develop
and commercialise new digital and manufacturing technologies for
construction. The hub should focus on how to:

e create better performing built assets

e increase the industry-wide adoption of emerging digital and
manufacturing technologies

e design new processes to improve productivity in construction

To be successful in their application, the research and technology
organisation will need to demonstrate there is a commitment from the private
sector to invest and use the hub once it is complete.
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Part of the Industrial Strategy

The transforming construction challenge aims to support the construction
industry to adopt the latest digital manufacturing technologies to produce
safe, healthy, efficient building.

This will help buildings to be constructed 50% faster, 33% cheaper and with
half the lifetime carbon emissions.

It is the part of government’s Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund, which
brings together world-leading research with businesses to take on the major
societal and economic challenges of our time.

Competition information

the competition is open, and the deadline for applications is at midday
on 23 May 2018

projects must be led by a research and technology organisation working
in collaboration with other businesses, the research base or public
sector

total eligible project costs should be £72 million or less

projects should start in August 2018 and last up to 4 years

a briefing event will be held on 28 March 2018 and consortia-building
event on 19 April 2018
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