News story: International Transgender
Day of Visibility — Andi'’s story

Andi Rutherford has shared her story of

transitioning in the work place.

International Transgender Day of Visibility is an annual event which
celebrates transgender people, and raises awareness of the discrimination
they often face.

Statistically one percent of the population live with gender dysphoria.

Andi has used her story to encourage other employees, at Sellafield and
elsewhere, to respect and accept each other for who they are.

Sellafield Ltd marks Transgender Day of Visibility

Alan Rankin from Sellafield Ltd said:

We have a diverse mix of skilled people at Sellafield, and ensuring
they feel included and respected is a key part of safely cleaning
up the UK’s nuclear legacy.

Andi and her colleagues have been on a difficult and challenging
journey. They have helped us to develop a culture that goes beyond
tolerance, into understanding, respect and acceptance of all our
colleagues.

We hope that her story will serve as a source of encouragement to
other employees, at Sellafield and elsewhere, to support, respect
and accept each other for who we are.
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News story: New measures to support
children with SEND

New data published today (29 March) shows almost 222,000 children and young
people with special educational needs or disabilities (SEND) have had their
care reviewed, as part of the government’s introduction of new Education,
Health and Care (EHC) plans.

The new EHC plans provide tailored support for children and young people with
SEND, bringing together their education, health and social care needs for the
first time and replacing the old Statements of SEN.

These plans make sure all children have the opportunity to succeed in the
future and tackle inequalities in the education system to ensure Britain is a
country that works for everyone.

Children and Families Minister Nadhim Zahawi has also announced sponsors for
14 new special free schools across the country. The new schools will create
more than 1,100 high-quality school places for children with multiple
learning needs, including children with autism and mental health needs. The
schools will open under the government’s free schools programme to offer
parents more choice and help raise educational standards.

The government has also launched a groundbreaking national trial to give the
SEND Tribunal new powers, which give parents and young people new rights to
appeal decisions on the social care and health parts of their plan. alongside
their existing rights around education.

The SEND Tribunal hears appeals about EHC plans where there are disputes, but
until now only had powers to look in to concerns on the education element of
the plan, creating additional burdens for families or young people who had
concerns about the health or social care elements.

Children and Families Minister Nadhim Zahawi said:

We want every child to have the support they need to unlock their
potential, whatever their background and no matter what challenges
they face. Our new Education, Health and Care Plans are putting the
views of young people with special educational needs and
disabilities and their families at the heart of the process so they
can help shape the support they receive.

It’s been a huge task to transfer every young person to one of
these plans but local authorities have risen to the challenge with
almost 222,000 cases reviewed and I congratulate them for it. We
are now working with councils to make sure they carry out the
remaining reviews and the new EHC plans are of the highest quality.

To complement this work we are also opening new special free
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schools across the country that will provide tailored support for
over a thousand children to ensure they have access to the
excellent education that every child deserves.

On March 1, one month before the deadline, councils were on track to complete
the vast majority of reviews on time, with 94 per cent having been completed.
More reviews will have been completed in the intervening weeks.

EHC plans are a key focus of the new SEND system, ensuring, through a single
plan, a more joined-up approach, bringing together services delivered by
nurseries, schools, further education colleges, local health bodies and
social services to meet the needs of all children and young people with SEND.

The plans also aim to support young adults in their long-term aspirations,
preparing them for the world of work and living independently.

Amba, a member of our young people’s advisory group ‘FLARE’ commented:

Since I had my diagnosis, I got an EHC plan put in place and I
received very good support whilst doing my GCSEs and A levels which
helped me to achieve 8 GCSEs.

Project Choice is a new fantastic initiative in Newcastle upon Tyne
to promote the employment of children and young people with
learning and physical disabilities to train and work in the NHS. I
am starting Project Choice in September.

Christine Lenehan, Director of the Council for Disabled Children, said:

As the SEND reforms enter their next critical phase the Council for
Disabled Children is particularly keen to support the SEND Tribunal
national trial. We have long believed that a single EHC plan will
be most effective combined with a single route of redress.

We see the trial as being a real opportunity to develop a baseline
for clear and effective inter agency responsibilities and this
alongside the promotion of some excellent joint commissioning
models, in partnership with families, as a powerful way of
embedding the cultural change, which will make the reforms a
success.

Commenting on the work in her local area, Alison Jeffery, Director of
Children’s Services, Portsmouth said:

Colleagues across the city — professionals and families — have
responded really well to the opportunity created by these reforms
to make a difference to the lives of children and young people with
SEND. There are lots of challenges but our co-produced, coordinated



Education, Health and Care Plans mean children are getting better
support and achieving more.

Portsmouth Parent Voice Co-ordinator, Barbara McDougall added:

As a result of the reforms, families in Portsmouth are benefitting
from professionals from health, education and social care coming
together with parent carers, young people and the voluntary sector,
talking in the same language around the SEND agenda with a clear
sense of purpose.

The department will continue to monitor councils’ implementation of EHC
Plans, and provide ongoing support through funding, professional advice and a
wide range of training and resources for education, health and social care
professionals.

The new special free schools will include:

e Bedford Inclusive Learning and Training Trust will open a 200-place
special free school for children aged 3-19 with profound and multiple
learning difficulties in Kempston, Bedford;

e The East Blackburn Learning Community Trust will open a 48-place special
school for children aged 10-16 with a wide range of social, emotional
and mental health needs in Blackpool, Lancashire;

e East Cheshire Youth Achievement Free School Trust will open a 40-place
special free school for children aged 4-16 with social, emotional and
mental health needs in Crewe, Cheshire;

e Edmonton Academy Trust will open a 70-place special free school for
children aged 11-19 with social, emotional, and mental health needs in
Enfield;

e Prospere Learning Trust will open a 100-place special school for
children aged 3-11 with profound and multiple learning difficulties and
autism spectrum disorder in Blackley, Manchester;

e Astrum Multi Academy Trust will open a 64-place special free school for
children aged 2-7 with speech, language, and communication needs and
social, emotional, and mental health needs in Redbridge, Ilford;

e The Enable Trust will open a 122-place special free school for children
aged 2-19 with profound and multiple learning difficulties and severe



learning difficulties in Alveston, South Gloucestershire;

e Orchard Hill College Academy Trust will open a 150-place special free
school and nursery for pupils aged 2-19 with autism spectrum disorder in
Croydon;

e Nexus Multi Academy Trust will open a 100-place special free school for
children aged 5-19 with complex communication and interaction needs,
autism spectrum disorder and other social and mental health needs in
Doncaster. It has also been approved to open a 60-place special free
school for children with autism spectrum disorder and social, emotional,
and mental health needs in Sheffield;

e Catch22 Multi Academy Trust will open a 125-place special school for
children aged 4-16 with autism spectrum disorder and social
communication needs in Basingstoke, Hampshire;

e Samuel Ward Academy Trust will open two new special free schools: one
with 60 places for children aged 3-16 with communication and interaction
needs and social, emotional and mental health needs in Romford and one
with 60 places for children aged 8-16 with autism spectrum disorder and
social, emotional and mental health needs in Ipswich; and

e Barrs Court Academy Trust will open a 50-place special free school for
children with severe and complex learning difficulties, including autism
spectrum disorder in Hereford.

The government has recently given £29m to support local authorities with
ongoing implementation, and today are providing an additional £200,000 for
local authority regional SEND coordinators. The Department will also continue
to provide specialist SEND advisers to work with local areas, a national SEND
helpline for families, ongoing Ofsted/CQC local area inspections and are
funding parent carer forums in 2018-19 and 2019-20 (at £2.3m per year).

Today, the findings of two related studies by IFF Research and University of
Derby have been published, highlighting the factors that shape positive user
experiences of the Education, Health and Care (EHC) planning process, and
illustrate good practice in developing EHC plan content.

A SEND review tool to help schools identify priorities and build school to
school approaches to improvement is now available at (insert link). This is
supported by a number of tools to address any weaknesses identified by a
review available at www.sendgateway.org.uk




News story: Health and Safety Manager
at MAIB, Southampton

Key responsibilities will include:

e reviewing and updating the H&S management policy and documentation

e on those occasions when the scale of disruption or level of hazards
warrants a dedicated H&S presence at the accident site, you will be
required to deploy as part of the MAIB team

e arranging the purchase, maintenance, testing, repair and replacement of
safety equipment and personal protective equipment as necessary

e organising H&S training for inspectors

For further information about this position and how to apply see Civil
Service Jobs, Health and Safety Manager.

Closing date: 16 April 2018.

Press release: International Trade
Secretary urges UK business to show
off the best of Britain at Expo 2020
Dubai

Speaking today (Thursday 29 March), Dr Fox announced that the Department for
International Trade (DIT) is looking for an innovative, award-winning design
concept for the UK’s pavilion at Expo 2020, which creates the most original,
inspiring and memorable visitor experience possible.

The Expo 2020 theme will be ‘Connecting Minds, Creating the future’ with an
expected footfall of 25 million visitors from around the world, providing an
ideal platform to project Britain as a global force for prosperity,
innovation, creativity and thought leadership. As this is the first World
Expo to take place in the Middle East, the opportunities to connect with one
of the most dynamic, young, and fastest growing regions in the world are
immense.

The UK's participation will consist of a self-build pavilion, supported by an
accompanying programme of business and cultural events all related to the
theme: Global Britain — Innovating for a Shared Future.

Britain has a proud tradition in supporting global expos, hosting the first
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ever Expo, The Great Exhibition of the Works of Industry at Crystal Palace in
1851, with previous winning entries at Shanghai 2010 and Milan 2015. This
historic expertise was a key factor in British companies, including Foster
and Partners and Grimshaw Architects, winning contracts worth £1 billion to
help build and deliver Expo 2020 Dubai itself.

International Trade Secretary, Dr Liam Fox said:

I am delighted to announce that the UK will be participating in
Expo 2020 Dubai which will offer UK businesses a fantastic
opportunity to showcase the best of British innovation, over 150
years on from the Great Exhibition at the Crystal Palace, the
world’s first ever expo.

As an international economic department, DIT is ensuring British
businesses make the most of growing markets and export their goods
around the world. The festival will be a major showcase for the UK
in the Middle East, and a shop window for the best of our
creativity and innovation.

Further information

e Expo 2020 Dubai takes place between 20 October 2020 and 10 April 2021
and is based on the theme: Connecting Minds, Creating the future. This
will be the first Expo to take place in the Middle East, Africa and
South Asia region (MEASA). 180 nations will take part in Expo 2020 Dubai
alongside NGOs and sponsors.

e Six million visitors attended the Great Exhibition at Crystal Palace in
1851. This gave rise to the development of the area now known as
‘Albertopolis’ in London, which contains a large number of educational
and cultural sites including the Natural History Museum, Royal Albert
Hall and the VE&A.

e Companies have until the 24 April to apply to design the pavilion —
applications should be made online

e Companies interested in wider Expo supply opportunities should visit the
Expo procurement portal for further information

e DIT is holding a series of events across Britain for everyone interested
in the design tender.

The UK’s Department for International Trade (DIT) has overall responsibility
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for promoting UK trade across the world and attracting foreign investment to
our economy. We are a specialised government body with responsibility for
negotiating international trade policy, supporting business, as well as
delivering an outward-looking trade diplomacy strategy.

News story: O0ISC launches webinar

We are introducing seminars on line. The practical consideration is that
since we initiated the workshop programme our reach has been limited. While
hundreds of advisers have been able to attend our workshops and seminars, we
recognise that many have not had the opportunity to do so. Hence, we have
wanted to improve access, especially in our world of remote access and
digital devices.

We have now published a webinar, which focuses on personal contact in
Consumer Satisfaction. While the presentation is not as detailed or
interactive as the seminar the webinar will give you more than a flavour of
the content of the seminar, give a clear insight to what the 0ISC expects,
and what you can do to help your own organisations.

After you have completed the webinar we would be grateful for your feedback.
Please complete the evaluation which is accessed via the link on our website.
Your feedback is very important to us, and will help shape future webinars.
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