
Press release: PM announces £70
million to transform Birmingham
stadium for 2022 Commonwealth Games

Prime Minister Theresa May will today announce that £70 million of investment
will be earmarked to transform Alexander Stadium into a world-class athletics
venue for the Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games.

The stadium will host athletes from across the Commonwealth competing in
track and field, as well as the opening and closing ceremonies.

The Prime Minister, whose visit comes as Birmingham gets ready to take on the
baton from the Gold Coast at the closing of the Commonwealth Games this
Sunday, will announce the investment while visiting Alexander Stadium, where
she will meet young athletes hoping to be the stars of future Games.

Prime Minister Theresa May said:

Birmingham’s dynamism, diversity and ambition capture exactly what
it is to be part of the Commonwealth and I’m sure that in four
years’ time, the people of this city will host an incredible event
which showcases the very best of Britain to the world.

The investment I am announcing today will transform the stadium
into a state-of-the-art facility benefitting the local community
and the region well beyond 2022.

Birmingham was awarded the right to host the Commonwealth Games last year
after the city impressed the Commonwealth Games Federation with its ambitious
bid to create a lasting sporting legacy with its focus on inspiring young
people and celebrating the diversity of the Commonwealth.

Plans are underway for Alexander Stadium’s capacity to increase from 12,700
to 40,000 in time for the Commonwealth Games, and to retain 20,000 permanent
seats after the event.

The revamped stadium will also include new community sports facilities within
the new stand, a permanent warm-up track and a new conference meeting space
created to host business and cultural events after the Games.
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Press release: Charity Commission
opens statutory inquiry into The Save
the Children Fund

The Charity Commission, the charity regulator for England and Wales, has
opened a statutory inquiry into The Save the Children Fund (registered number
213890) over concerns about the charity’s handling, reporting and response to
serious allegations of misconduct and harassment against senior staff members
in 2012 and 2015.

The Commission was in regulatory engagement with The Save the Children Fund
in 2015-16, after the charity reported a serious incident relating to
allegations of misconduct and harassment against a senior staff member; the
regulator also received an anonymous complaint about the charity’s response
to further allegations against senior staff members. At that time, the
Commission met with the Chair and instructed the charity to provide it with
the findings of its independent review. It received direct assurance from
trustees that all of these recommendations had been accepted and were being
urgently acted upon.

The Commission re-engaged with the charity in February 2018 when they were
responding to further public scrutiny about the 2015 issues. At this time,
the charity announced a new review into workplace culture at the charity,
which amongst other things will assess whether recommendations from a
previous review have been fully and effectively implemented.

As a result of that more recent engagement with the charity, alongside new
information from other sources that has recently come into the regulator’s
possession, the Commission is concerned about:

whether the charity adequately reported the full extent and nature of
allegations to the Commission in 2015/16
how the charity handled various complaints in 2012 and 2015 and, as a
result, the extent of any reviews conducted at the time by the trustees
into the charity’s response to the allegations
the charity’s decision making since February 2018 on its public position
regarding these allegations

As a result, the Commission opened a statutory inquiry into the charity on 4
April 2018. The new investigation will examine, among other matters, whether
trustees have:

adequately discharged their duties in handling the allegations at the
time, and in fulfilling their duty of care towards their employees
ensured the charity has implemented measures about operating to
appropriate standards of work place conduct and staff safeguarding –
including testing staffing misconduct allegations, complaints or
incidents received by the charity since 1 January 2016
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made decisions around public handling and reputation management on the
historic allegations appropriately
disclosed fully, frankly and accurately, serious incidents relating to
staffing matters to the Commission

The inquiry is confined to the issues of safeguarding in the context of
misconduct and harassment of the charity’s staff; it is not examining
safeguarding in the context of The Save the Children Fund’s programme
delivery for beneficiaries.

Michelle Russell, Director of Investigations and Enforcement at
the Charity Commission said:

This inquiry centres specifically on how the charity handled
complaints in 2012 and 2015 about senior members of staff, and how
the charity responded to and managed public and media scrutiny of
those events in 2018.

Opening a formal investigation does not necessarily mean that we
have concluded that there has been wrongdoing by the trustees of
The Save the Children Fund. However, we do have questions that must
be answered, and we need to hold the charity formally accountable
for providing them in a clear and timely manner.

It is the Commission’s policy, after it has concluded an inquiry, to publish
a report detailing what issues the inquiry looked at, what actions were
undertaken as part of the inquiry and what the outcomes were. Reports of
previous inquiries by the Commission are available on GOV.UK.

Notes to editors

The Charity Commission is the independent regulator of charities in1.
England and Wales. To find out more about our work, see the about us
page on GOV.UK.
Search for charities on our check charity tool.2.
Section 46 of the Charities Act 2011 gives the Commission the power to3.
institute inquiries. The opening of an inquiry gives the Commission
access to a range of investigative, protective and remedial legal
powers.
The Commission recently announced a new suite of measures on4.
safeguarding including the establishment of a dedicated safeguarding
task force.
The Commission will not seek to conduct work already commissioned by the5.
charity in March 2018 in an Independent Review of Workplace Culture. The
terms of reference of the Workplace Culture Review is wider, focused on
understanding the current workplace cultures and levels of trust in the
organisation. The Workplace Culture Review is however, looking at the
implementation of the 2015 recommendations – considering the
effectiveness of the implementation and actions identified in the 2015
review. The inquiry will expect to engage directly with the Independent
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Review of Workplace Culture on these aspects.

Speech: Explanation of vote in UNSCR
to establish investigation in Syria

Thank you very much Mr President.

This is a sad day for the Security Council. It’s a sad day for the cause of
universal norms and standards and it’s a sad day for the non-proliferation
regime. But above all it is a very sad day for the people of Douma who now
are without the protection that the international system was set up to
provide for them. It is the fourth time in six days that the Council has
discussed chemical weapons. Yesterday, fourteen members of the Security
Council called for an investigation. Several members called on the P5 to
assume their responsibilities to uphold the universal prohibition on WMD. As
a P5 member, the UK is ready to do that, was ready to do that and was joined
by France and the US. Conversely by vetoing, Russia has crossed the line in
the international order. And worse, if possible, history is repeating itself
one year on from Khan Sheikhoun.

Mr President, Russia helped create the original investigation that attributed
Khan Sheikhoun to the Syrian regime, and concluded that sarin, which can only
be developed by a state actor, had been used. But last autumn Russia vetoed
renewal of this mechanism on not one, but three occasions. The reason is
clear. It is because Russia would rather cross the WMD line than risk
sanction of its ally Syria. Instead we are asked to believe that the Russian
version of this latest attack should be the one that the Security Council
believes.

Mr President, Russia is not authorised by the Security Council to carry out
an investigation in Syria. Russia says there were no traces of a chemical
attack. No traces were found by whom? I repeat Mr President, Russia is not
authorised to carry out an investigation on behalf of the Security Council.
We need an independent investigative mechanism for that purpose and only that
sort of mechanism can have the confidence of the Security Council and the
confidence of the membership of the UN and the confidence of the people of
Syria.

Sadly, Mr President, reports of chemical weapons attacks in Syria have
continued since the original Russian veto in November. It’s become very clear
that Russia will do what it takes to protect Syria, whatever the compelling
evidence of the crimes committed and to shut down further investigation and
discussion of those crimes. And this has come, Mr President, at the cost of
Russia’s own obligations and credibility as a permanent member of this
Council, as a State Party to the CWC and as a declared, and supposed,
supporter of peace in Syria.
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The Security Council has been unable to act solely because Russia has abused
the power of veto to protect Syria from international scrutiny for the use of
chemical weapons against the Syrian people. Even today, Mr President, there
are open source investigations which have located a chlorine cylinder, the
same kind that the JIM has found that the Syrian regime use, atop a house in
Douma full of dead bodies who clearly died from respiratory problems. I
frankly doubt, Mr President, that in 48 hours, Russia has verified all
similar reports and can conclude that they are all fake. They are not fake,
Mr President. They need to be looked at and investigated by a proper
independent mechanism such as this Council was prepared today to pass.

Mr President, Russia’s credibility as a member of the Council is now in
question. We will not stand idly by and watch Russia continue to undermine
the global norms which have ensured all our security, including Russia’s, for
decades. As a P5 member, the United Kingdom will stand up for international
peace and security. It is our moral duty, Mr President. It is a matter of
shame that Russia once again blocked a resolution. The Russian Ambassador
mentioned that it was not a question of counting the number of Russian
vetoes. I beg to differ, Mr President. To quote Lenin, “quantity has a
quality all of its own”. Russia’s actions today are a step against the rules
and authority of the Security Council and the wider United Nations. They are
a step against international peace and security and non-proliferation. And
they are a step against humanity.

Press release: PM meeting with Prime
Minister Costa: 10 April 2018

PM meeting with Prime Minister Costa: 10 April 2018 – GOV.UK

Prime Minister Theresa May held a bilateral meeting with Portuguese Prime
Minister Antonio Costa at Downing Street.

A Downing Street spokesperson said:
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The Prime Minister held a bilateral meeting with Portuguese Prime
Minister António Costa at Downing Street earlier today.

The Prime Minister said that the UK deeply values our long-standing
alliance with Portugal and wanted to maintain and strengthen those
ties in future across a range of areas, including science, defence,
and trade and investment.

They discussed the recent attacks in Syria and Salisbury and agreed
that the international community needed to come together to uphold
the worldwide prohibition on the use of chemical weapons.

They also discussed Brexit and the progress of negotiations. The
Prime Minister underlined the value she placed on the contribution
of the Portuguese community in the UK. Prime Minister Costa also
welcomed the contribution of UK nationals in Portugal and expressed
his desire to maintain a close relationship with the UK after exit.

The Prime Minister also noted that yesterday marked the centenary
of the First World War battle of La Lys where the Portuguese
suffered their greatest loss of life, and she paid tribute to the
bravery of the Portuguese forces.
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