
News story: Geovation reveals next
wave of GeoTech and PropTech
businesses

Some of the winners, from Mothive and Pocket Pals.

Seven exciting start-ups will join the Geovation Programme and receive the
strategic backing of Ordnance Survey (OS) and HM Land Registry (HMLR). The
Programme, which acts as an accelerator course to new GeoTech and PropTech
businesses, will see each of the start-ups receive up to £20,000 in grant
funding and a range of resources and services to help them develop their
business.

Alex Wrottesley, Head of Geovation, says:

Entries for the Programme were again of a very high standard. This
is an exceptional group joining us. The Programme is designed to
give them the best possible support to help propel them to the next
level. We offer a founder-friendly environment, great mentors,
high-quality workshop content and, almost uniquely, a dedicated
software development team in-house, who work hand in hand with our
companies to build and release their first products. This is
something very few accelerators can offer and it means the
businesses joining us can move faster and further than they
otherwise would have been able to. We can’t wait to get started
with these new teams.

The GeoTech businesses accepted onto the Programme
Mothive is an automated agronomy service to help farm managers maximise
efficiency, reduce waste and improve the predictability and control of crops.

Pocket Pals is a mobile animation game to encourage young people and families
to engage with and visit the real wildlife local to them.

Trik is a 3D mapping and reporting system to deliver drone-collected data
into higher quality, digital, structural inspections available on a mobile
tablet.

The PropTech businesses accepted on the Programme
Skyscape uses artificial intelligence to analyse rooftops and identify
opportunities to maximise utilisation and address urban challenges. Its
rooftop data analytics platform enables asset managers to efficiently
identify opportunities for utilising rooftop space, where value of existing
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and future stock can be increased.

ThirdFort is a security enhancement tool to help property solicitors more
efficiently process property transactions.

Fruumi is a friendly and efficient end-to-end shared accommodation platform
that empowers landlords to let out their property at lower risk and cost.

Hipla is a platform to help buyers evidence their own buyer position, and for
owners and estate agents to quality buyers, giving better transparency
earlier in the process, whilst enabling opportunities for selling additional
services and attracting sellers.

About the programme
Since opening in the summer of 2016, the Geovation Hub has become home to
more than 900 GeoTech and PropTech start-ups. Its Programme provides access
to data, to experienced software developers, and gives businesses geospatial
expertise from OS and land and property insight from HMLR, as well as
business mentorship and coaching to help prepare for presenting to investors.
The Programme to date has supported 65 technology start-ups, which has seen
£17M raised in investment funding.

Orla Shields is the founder of GetRentr, a PropTech company using artificial
intelligence to track all UK property licensing regulations and consultations
in real-time to ensure property portfolios are compliant. After a successful
application, Orla’s company was selected to join the Geovation Programme. In
the six months that have followed, Orla and GetRentr have raised over
£500,000 in funding and are currently working with letting agents and
landlords via a partnership with the National Landlord Association. GetRentr
is also about to launch a partnership with ARLA, the largest association of
lettings agents in the UK.

Orla says of Geovation:

Geovation has been life changing. The grant money has helped us do
things we couldn’t have done while we were waiting to secure our
investment. Free office space in Clerkenwell is a major benefit for
any business – early stage or not. It’s great environment, with
numerous other inspiring start-ups in a similar field. Geovation’s
network and connections with major people in this industry and in
the government is priceless to us. The team is very pro-active, and
their support and experience is really helpful and always
available. One of the best benefits has been the ability to use
OS/HMLR data. This gives us the option to reach out to more people
who are looking to invest and be strategic with their portfolios.
It has also helped us predict where regulations will be
implemented. Overall, the culture at Geovation is one of
collaboration and support.
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Jillian Kowalchuk, whose safety app, Safe & The City, launched in March this
year and already has thousands of users, was another accepted onto the
Geovation Programme 6 months ago. Jillian says:

Geovation is filled with world-class minds and inspiring
businesses. I have received a lot of help, including one-to-one
support from the Programme Manager and the Head of the programme,
development and UX support, workshops, coaching and learning
materials to inform best practices, connections to other start-ups,
organisations and corporates to raise our profile and access to OS
contacts and PR support. It is an amazing community to learn from
on a daily basis.

For further information, examples of businesses, interviews, and images,
contact Keegan Wilson at Ordnance Survey:

Notes to editors

About Geovation

Geovation is an Ordnance Survey Initiative in association with HM Land
Registry, which is dedicated to supporting open innovation and collaboration
using location and property data. Location is at the heart of many of the
most successful digital products and services. Land and property is the
foundation of our national economy.

About Ordnance Survey
Ordnance Survey is Great Britain’s mapping service for government, business
and citizens. Their geospatial data serves the national interest by enabling
a safe, healthy and prosperous society.

About HM Land Registry

HM Land Registry is a government department created in 1862. It operates1.
as an executive agency and a trading fund and its running costs are
covered by the fees paid by the users of its services. Its ambition is
to become the world’s leading land registry for speed, simplicity and an
open approach to data.

HM Land Registry safeguards land and property ownership worth in excess2.
of £4 trillion, including around £1 trillion of mortgages. The Land
Register contains more than 25 million titles, which show evidence of
ownership, for some 85% of the land mass in England and Wales.

For further information about HM Land Registry visit our website.3.

https://geovation.uk/
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/land-registry


Follow us on Twitter @HMLandRegistry, our blog, LinkedIn and Facebook.4.

News story: Dr Liam Fox welcomes City
chief as Director General for Exports

Left to Right: Dr Liam Fox, Antonia Romeo, and John Mahon.

This new position is at the heart of the government’s post-Brexit trading
plan, and is tasked with ensuring that new and existing exporters can access
the right financial, practical and promotional support to sell overseas.

The international demand for British goods and services has never been
stronger, with exports from the UK rising more than 12% to £622.1 billion in
2017. Mahon’s work will be crucial in ensuring UK companies are well placed
to take advantage of these opportunities.

One of his first tasks will be to oversee the UK’s emerging Export Strategy,
ensuring that firms of all sizes have the right support from government to do
business around the world.

Left to Right: Dr Liam Fox, Antonia Romeo, and John Mahon.

Speaking at a City Week 2018 event later today, International Trade Secretary
Dr Liam Fox will say:

DIT listens to industry experts. This is especially true in
financial services.

It is no coincidence that today John Mahon, former Head of Barclays
Corporate Bank, starts his new role as our new Director General for
Exports.

I am delighted to welcome John on the team and look forward to the
wealth of experience that he will bring to the role.

Speech: OSCE Human Dimension Committee
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meeting on Freedom of Expression

Freedom of expression, as enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, international legal obligations and OSCE commitments, encompasses a
right to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media and
regardless of frontiers.

The right to freedom of expression …. will include freedom …. to
receive and impart information and ideas without interference by
public authority.

In this modern era of 24 hour news, print, broadcast, online and social
media, a major challenge for the public is not lack of information but
sifting and interpreting it. Distinguishing fact from fiction in a crowded
information landscape is not always easy. Deliberately distorted or false
information can cause confusion and sow mistrust. It can influence attitudes
and affect behaviour. It can damage social cohesion and undermine conflict
prevention, resolution and reconciliation efforts.

In this Human Dimension Committee meeting we will consider the importance of
our ability to distinguish fact from opinion, or from fiction, and the
consequences for democracy, tolerance, stability and security if we cannot.

Should the public be protected from deliberate disinformation – and if so
how? Does the right to freedom of expression protect the deliberate
dissemination of disinformation? What are the respective duties and
responsibilities of governments, media actors, social media companies, civil
society organisations and individuals? What is the role of the state – to
educate, regulate or censor? What are the implications for trust between
government and citizen, citizen and media, and media and government?

News story: Civil news: further tender
opportunities for 2018 contract work

We are providing another opportunity to tender for face to face 2018 civil
contracts in the following three categories of law:

family

housing and debt
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immigration and asylum

The procurement process is limited to the small number of geographic areas
where we wish to secure greater provision.

Who can tender?

The tender process is open to both existing contract-holders and new
entrants. It is a single-stage process that will assess:

Contracts will be procured using a non-competitive process. This will be
limited to the categories of law and procurement areas specified above.

All organisations assessed as being suitable and meeting the minimum service
requirements will be awarded a contract.

How can I tender?

Tenders must be submitted using the LAA’s e-Tendering system – see below. A
link is also available on the tender pages of the LAA website.

If you wish to tender then you must submit a response for the relevant
invitation to tender (ITT) in the category of work you wish to deliver.

You may also need to submit a response to the selection questionnaire that
forms part of this tender opportunity. This will be required if your
organisation:

did not submit a tender for a 2018 Standard Civil Contract as part of
last year’s main civil 2018 contracts tender process

submitted a tender but was excluded at the selection questionnaire stage

submitted a tender but has a selection questionnaire response which is
no longer valid

Organisations which tendered successfully as part of the main civil 2018
contracts tender process and whose circumstances have not changed will need
to confirm this. They can do so in their tender response.

Further information

Civil 2018 contracts tender – to find out more and download the IFA document

e-Tendering system – to submit your tender

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/civil-2018-contracts-tender
https://legalaid.bravosolution.co.uk/web/login.shtml


News story: UK Flags to be flown at
full mast for birth of Royal Baby

Flags on UK Government Buildings will fly at full mast on Tuesday 24th April
2018 from 0800 – 2000hrs in celebration of the birth of TRH Duke and Duchess
of Cambridge’s third child.

Other organisations and local authorities may choose to follow suit. Devolved
administrations are responsible for issuing instructions for the flying of
the Union Flag on buildings in their estate and others as necessary.
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