
Press release: Foreign Secretary
congratulates Greece for voting to
resolve long-standing ‘Macedonia’
dispute

The dispute had created tensions for nearly three decades, and had been an
obstacle to Macedonian membership of NATO and the EU. We look forward to full
implementation of the deal.

Foreign Secretary said:

The UK congratulates Greece’s Parliament for successfully ratifying
the Prespes Agreement. This is an historic moment bringing a
decades-old dispute close to an end. Today’s vote paves the way to
the full implementation of the Agreement, which has the full
support of the UK.

Both countries have demonstrated great courage and the will to work
together to affect real change. The deal brings the prospect of
increased stability and prosperity to the wider region. We look
forward to continued working with two trusted allies in the
interests of European security.

Further information
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News story: Funding for councils to
develop local solutions to childhood
obesity

The local authorities will receive £10,000 in funding as well as targeted
support to develop practical plans.

In spring next year, 5 successful authorities will be selected to take their
plans forward over 3 years. During that time they will be given expert advice
to help realise their plans and £100,000 a year in funding to support this.

The 13 local authorities are:

Bath and North East Somerset Council
Birmingham City Council
Blackburn with Darwen Council
City of Bradford Metropolitan District Council
London Borough of Havering
London Borough of Lewisham
Middlesbrough Council
North Tyneside Council
North Yorkshire County Council
Nottinghamshire County Council
Peterborough City Council
Rochdale Borough Council
Walsall Council

The work is part of the government’s Trailblazer programme, in partnership
with the Local Government Association (LGA) supported by Public Health
England. The programme will focus on inequalities and work closely with local
authorities to:

test the limits of existing powers through innovative and determined
action to tackle childhood obesity
share learning and best practice to encourage wider local action
develop solutions to local obstacles
consider further actions that government can take to support local
action and achieve large-scale changes

The 3-year programme forms part of the second chapter of the government’s
childhood obesity plan, launched in the summer.

This included the aim to halve childhood obesity and significantly reduce the
gap in obesity between children from the most and least deprived areas by
2030. One in 3 children leaves primary school overweight or obese and
children from the most deprived areas are more than twice as likely to be
obese.
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Steve Brine, Public Health Minister, said:

We know that when it comes to improving the health of local
communities, local leaders are the real experts. We need
innovation, ambition and passion to tackle childhood obesity,
particularly in deprived areas, where children are more than twice
as likely to be an unhealthy weight.

Our Trailblazer programme will support the 13 councils to bring
their ideas to life with the help of dedicated support and
guidance. They have the potential to not only improve the health of
children in their own communities but across the country by helping
us to shape future policy on childhood obesity.

Brilliant, innovative projects are already taking place across the
country, but now is the time for us to tackle this issue together.

Councillor Ian Hudspeth, Chairman of the LGA’s Community Wellbeing Board,
said:

This 3-year trailblazer programme, managed by the LGA and funded by
the Department of Health and Social Care, will see councils take
the lead in developing new and innovative projects to tackle this
epidemic at a local level, making a real difference in their
communities.

No child should be at a disadvantage in life because of where they
are from and this programme aims to support councils to reduce this
gap, with a view to preventing children from becoming obese in the
first place and able to live healthy and fulfilling lives.

A priority of the Trailblazer programme is to share learning with other local
authorities. Local authorities will be able to join the Trailblazer Learning
Network to access the latest learning and support materials and be notified
of opportunities to engage.

More information about the Child Obesity Trailblazer Programme is on the LGA
website.

Speech: Council for Licensed
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Conveyancers conference 2019

Introduction
First, I want to thank Dame Janet Paraskeeva for inviting me to join you
today – my first time as a government minister here with you.

One of the things I’ve loved about my role so far is the chance to work with
people on some of the most important challenges that we face. Issues like
housing and homelessness – issues that cut to the heart of who we are as a
society.

When you become a minister, they give you a box. It’s literally like the red
box the Chancellor holds up on Budget day! And each day it’s filled with
statements, advice from policy officials and lots and lots of letters!

I don’t think I’m betraying any confidences by telling you that a lot of
those letters concern buying and selling houses…

… and in truth I’m yet to receive a letter congratulating me on their smooth
and stress-free process!

It’s hardly a surprise. A recent poll found that buying a house can be as
stressful as a bankruptcy or a divorce. Or even a bereavement.

So many of the letters I receive frankly are heart-breaking.

The elderly couple who want to move closer to their children, only for the
sale to fall through at the last minute, after they’ve sold their possessions
and packed their bags.

Or the new parents who have lost precious money and time with their new-born
because of a collapse in the chain.

I’m sure you’ve heard the stories, and no doubt a number of you have
experienced it first-hand.

It has to change.

Working with Council for Licensed Conveyancers
(CLC)
It’s why this government has made a commitment to reform the process; to make
buying and selling quicker, cheaper and less stressful.

And that’s why I’m very grateful for the work of the Council for Licensed
Conveyancers: protecting consumers, fostering competition and promoting
innovation.

It’s been a pleasure to work with you, and I’m grateful for all the support
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you’ve given me and my team, we really do work very closely together.

Because our plans, no matter how ambitious they are, can only succeed with
the support of people like you.

People who understand the sector. People with first-hand experience of the
challenges of the sector, day in and day out.

Challenges
And I’m under no illusion about those challenges.

Government research has shown that somewhere between a quarter and a third of
all transactions fail.

This costs consumers around £270 million a year. That’s hard-working families
shelling out for surveys and searches on properties they won’t even get to
buy.

A survey carried out by the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors in
October last year, showed it usually takes around 19 weeks from when you put
your house on the market to when you actually complete on your new home.

To put that in context, if you put your home on the market today, you’ll be
lucky to get the keys to your new place by June.

That’s a long time to put your life on hold.

Government action
No doubt a number of you are thinking: “We know, we don’t need a minister to
tell me the process isn’t great”.

You’re quite right; you want to know what we’re doing as a government.

We’re working on a number of fronts to help bring about the change that we
need.

I want to reassure you now, I don’t believe driving down your fees is the
solution.

Reducing the failure rate and those wasted costs remains the key, and the
priority for this government.

Information: How to guides
That must begin with better information.

Buying and selling a house isn’t an everyday process. In fact, last year
Barclays found that, on average, people are only moving once every 19 years.

Under these circumstances, you can hardly expect buyers and sellers to be



particularly savvy consumers or navigate the process with any confidence.

It’s why in the spring, we’ll be publishing our How to buy and How to sell
guides – to help consumers navigate every stage of the process.

The guides will sit alongside our How to rent and How to lease guides, which
we published last year.

Speeding up processes
But we recognise that there’s more to do that we in government can be getting
on with – that means putting on the pressure to speed things up where needed.

Last year, I wrote to all local authorities to set out our expectations that
they will turn around property searches within 10 working days.

I’m pleased to see that, based on the latest data, more than 80% of local
authorities are hitting this target. The quickest can turn searches around in
under a day. Now that’s what I call progress!

Because I think the chance to live in the house of your dreams shouldn’t
depend on which authority it happens to be in.

We still have a way to go to speed things up – especially where leaseholds
are concerned.

Having a leasehold property in the chain can add at least an extra week, due
to difficulties getting information from freeholders and managing agents.

As it stands, there aren’t any guidelines around the provision of this
information, leaving leaseholders at the mercy of freeholders, who can charge
whatever they like and take as long as they like.

We’re changing this, setting out a timetable and fees for providing this
information.

This will also include a fee to update this information, as I know
conveyancers begin to get nervous when data starts getting old.

Taken together, these changes will speed up the process.

Accountability
But it’s not only about speed – we also need greater accountability.

Research from the Department for Business revealed that 70% of buyers and 66%
of sellers thought their sale wouldn’t go through to completion – even after
the offer was accepted.

Too many people are walking on a tightrope from the moment they put in that
offer.

Things can happen over 19 weeks that can genuinely scupper a move – and I

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-to-rent
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-to-lease


wouldn’t want to force anyone to move if they don’t want to.

But I also don’t want people pulling out without consequences, just because
they’ve now decided they don’t like the avocado bathroom suite.

When this happens, it can take a whole chain down.

That’s why we’re taking forward our work to develop a standard reservation
agreement, working with the industry-led Home Buying and Selling Group.

We want to increase people’s commitment by ensuring that they’ve got some
skin in the game.

While an agreement can’t compensate the emotional stress of a failed
transaction, people should be able to recover their costs.

And there’s no reason why this can’t become standard practice; I believe the
appetite is there.

Government research shows that 50% of buyers and 70% of sellers would have
been prepared to enter into a legal agreement, if they had known it existed.

We’re commissioning behavioural insight research to help us design an
agreement that’s supported by consumers and industry alike, and we’ll be
running a field trial later this year.

Consumer confidence
And with greater accountability should, I believe, come greater confidence.

Confidence that they’re not going to be out on a limb, yes. But equally,
confidence in their choice of professionals to help them with this important
milestone.

Buyers choose the house, not the estate agent. But this shouldn’t mean that
they choose their conveyancer by default.

And while referral fees are an important feature of the industry and a way of
reducing marketing costs and building business, I’m concerned about the
current lack of transparency.

These concerns I know you share.

Consumers should always know they have a choice.

That’s why we’re changing the system, to ensure consumers know the amount of
referral fees before they make any decision to purchase.

I’ve asked National Trading Standards to produce new guidance for estate
agents, setting out how and when estate agents should disclose referral fees
and this guidance will be published next month…

… and the ombudsman will be amending their guidance in the light of this



advice.

I have provided the National Trading Standards Team with extra funding to
support their efforts to ensure transparency and I have asked them to report
back to me in 12 months.

I expect this to mean an end to excessive referral fees but if behaviour
doesn’t change, then I will look again at the case for a ban.

Competition and innovation
Because, the prize in our sights is a market that works for everyone.

A competitive, innovative and transparent market, where consumers have clear
reasons to choose which firm they go with.

Technology also offers us a chance to think anew about the services on offer.

I’m old enough to remember when houses for sale were listed in the local
paper.

But today, I know that there are lots of ‘proptech’ companies who are
developing innovative ways to shake up the home buying process and speed up
conveyancing.

And we want to help them, which is why we have been looking at whether we can
streamline ID verification and make more use of electronic signatures in the
homebuying process.

Because the days of people passively accepting what’s on offer are long gone…

…and I’m looking forward to seeing how consumers feedback, interact and shape
the tools we will come to use.

Conclusion
Ultimately, we not only want to protect consumers, we want to be their
champion, because frankly, they deserve better than the current system
allows.

And that is, I believe, an ambition we can all share.

I’m grateful for your invaluable advice and integrity, because only by
working together can we build a better process…

…one worthy of (what is after all) one of life’s biggest milestones: buying
and selling your home.

And maybe, just maybe, some of the letters I receive in future will reflect
that joy that comes from moving home: being closer to your children; more
money to spend on your new baby.

But until then, we’ve got a lot of work to do!



News story: Patisserie Holdings PLC in
administration: information for
employees

If you’ve been dismissed
If you worked for Patisserie Holdings Plc, trading as Patisserie Valerie,
Philpotts, or Druckers Vienna Patisserie, and you’ve been dismissed, you
might be entitled to redundancy pay, holiday pay, wages owed and statutory
notice pay from the Insolvency Service.

The amount the Insolvency Service can pay you will be subject to certain
legal limits.

Who is eligible
You can to apply to the Insolvency Service for redundancy pay, wages owed,
holiday pay and statutory notice pay if:

you worked for Patisserie Holdings PLC under an employment contract
you work in England, Scotland or Wales

If you worked in the Republic of Ireland, you will need to make your
application through the Department of Employment Affairs and Social
Protection.

If you worked in Northern Ireland you will need to make your application
through the Department for the Economy.

How to apply

You can apply online. The case reference number you need to complete the
online application is CN00063741.

There’s further information about how to apply on our factsheet.

Getting help

If you have questions about your situation or about any wages, salary, or
overtime you’re owed, you can contact the administrator by:

If you need help completing your application, you can contact the Insolvency
Service’s Redundancy Payments helpline:

When calling, please have your case reference number (CN00063741) and
National Insurance number to hand.

http://www.government-world.com/news-story-patisserie-holdings-plc-in-administration-information-for-employees/
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-patisserie-holdings-plc-in-administration-information-for-employees/
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-patisserie-holdings-plc-in-administration-information-for-employees/
https://www.gov.uk/your-rights-if-your-employer-is-insolvent
https://www.gov.uk/your-rights-if-your-employer-is-insolvent
https://www.gov.uk/employment-status/employee
https://www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/Redundancy-and-Insolvency-contact.aspx
https://www.welfare.ie/en/Pages/Redundancy-and-Insolvency-contact.aspx
https://redundancyni.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/claim-redundancy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/redundancy-payments-rp1-fact-sheet


Press release: £3,000 penalty for
illegal waste carrier

A 35-year-old man from Bradford has been ordered to pay £3,116.80 after
pleading guilty to operating as an illegal waste carrier in a case heard at
Nottingham Magistrates Court.

Caught in road-stop sting

Andrew Clarke of Southcroft Avenue, Birkenshaw, Bradford, was stopped at a
multi-agency road stop operation on the A614 at Ollerton, Nottinghamshire, on
25 May 2018. A search of his transit van revealed he was carrying waste
carpet.

Environment Agency officers then carried out a check on the public register,
which showed the defendant did not have the required waste carrier
registration. He was given 10 days to obtain the necessary paperwork or face
prosecution.

Failed to register

However, a subsequent systems check by Environment Agency officials in August
2018 showed the defendant had failed to register as a waste carrier in his
name within the 10-day period. He had registered in the name of a partnership
20 days after the offence.

The case was heard at Nottingham Magistrates on 2 January 2019. He was fined
£300 and ordered to pay costs of £2,816.80.

Penalties over £3,000

The defendant, who had been fitting out a shop in Arnold, Nottingham, told
officials that he was not being paid to remove the waste and that he was not
aware he needed to be registered.

A spokesperson for the Environment Agency said:

This case demonstrates how seriously we take illegal waste crime.
We take robust enforcement action against those who deliberately
ignore the law to protect communities and the environment.

The management and disposal of waste as a commercial enterprise is subject to
a strict statutory regime and the relevant piece of legislation for the
purpose of this case is the Control of Pollution (Amendment) Act 1989. The
act makes it a criminal offence for a person to transport controlled waste to
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or from any place in the United Kingdom, with a view for profit, if they do
not possess the necessary Waste Carrier Licence.


