Press release: Universal Periodic
Review 32nd session: Minister for
Human Rights statement

Minister for Human Rights Lord (Tariq) Ahmad of Wimbledon gave the following
statement to mark the end of the Universal Periodic Review:

The Universal Periodic Review (UPR) is a unique process involving a peer
review of the human rights records of all 193 UN member states. It is an
important tool of the Human Rights Council (HRC), aimed at sharing best
practice. The UK strongly supports the UPR process, and we have spoken at
every session and about every country since the process began. This session
saw reviews of 14 countries, namely Afghanistan, Cambodia, Chile, Comoros,
Cyprus, the Dominican Republic, Eritrea, the Former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia, New Zealand, Slovakia, Uruguay, Vanuatu, Vietnam and Yemen.

Forced Labour, Modern Slavery and Human Trafficking

The eradication of forced labour, modern slavery and human trafficking
continues to be a high priority for the UK Government. It is a global problem
requiring a global response. We continue to advocate better international
coordination to fulfil commitments made under the UN Sustainable Development
Goal 8.7, to ensure that governments and international agencies prioritise
interventions and resources to tackle modern slavery and support victims. The
UPR is a valuable opportunity to drive this agenda forward. We commend the
efforts of the Dominican Republic and Uruguay, including their endorsement in
2018 of the Call to Action to end modern slavery. We support all efforts to
ensure that high-level commitments translate into national action which
delivers real change for the most vulnerable in our societies. There is still
a great deal of work to be done to eliminate the crime of modern slavery by
2030. We continue to urge states to work domestically and internationally,
across governments, business, and civil society, to drive forward change in a
holistic way.

UN Treaty Body

Since the 27th session of the UPR, we have made the recommendation to a
considerable number of states to ‘adopt an open, merit-based selection
process when selecting national candidates for UN Treaty Body elections’.
These expert bodies are a central part of the UN human rights system, charged
with monitoring the implementation of human rights conventions in states
which have signed up to them. The UK will continue to advocate strengthening
the quality, independence and diversity of Treaty Body membership.

Afghanistan

I recognise the Government of Afghanistan’s commitment to making progress on
human rights, but I note that significant challenges remain, particularly in
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relation to civilian casualties, gender-based violence, the safety of
journalists, and torture and ill-treatment of detainees. I am also concerned
by the security challenges faced by ethnic and religious minorities. The UK
urged Afghanistan to establish an independent mechanism to thoroughly assess
how members of religious and ethnic minorities can be better protected
against violent attacks.

Cambodia

On Cambodia, I am concerned by: the shrinking of democratic space through the
dissolution of the Cambodia National Rescue Party; the imprisonment of Kem
Sokha; and the national election in July 2018, which lacked legitimacy. The
UK notes that Cambodia has identified steps to address some of these issues,
including amending Article 45 of the Law of Political Parties, and removing
the required three days notification of NGOs’ activities to the local
authority. Additionally, while the transfer of Kem Sokha to house arrest was
a positive step, we urge the Government to drop all charges against him, and
address restrictions on freedom of expression.

Dominican Republic

Turning to the Dominican Republic, I recognise the progress made regarding
human rights, including engagement on migration, work to eliminate violence
against women, and willingness to improve prisoners’ rights. However, the UK
urged the Government to resolve human rights issues resulting from the
absence of migrant documentation. We also urged the implementation of the
prison reform programme as soon as possible, prioritising pre-trial detention
issues. The UK also encourages the Dominican Republic to pass and implement
legislation to tackle ‘femicides’, noting with concern that the number of
such occurrences in the country has increased.

Eritrea

I am concerned by the human rights situation in Eritrea, noting in particular
the human rights issues surrounding national service and places of detention.
We urged Eritrea to reform their national service and to ensure due process
for all detainees, releasing those arbitrarily detained for political and
religious reasons.

North Macedonia

I recognise progress made by the Government of North Macedonia, particularly
through the adoption of the new Media Law in December, constructive
Government engagement with civil society organisations on judicial reforms,
and parliamentary oversight of the intelligence agencies. However, the UK
encourages further efforts from the Government to address remaining
challenges, in particular developing effective legislation to counter hate
crimes, tackling corruption in prisons, and investigating all reported crimes
against journalists.



Yemen

On Yemen, while the outcome of the Stockholm peace talks in December 2018 was
encouraging, abuses and violations, carried out by all parties to the
conflict in Yemen, are deeply concerning — specifically, civilian casualties,
persecution on the grounds of religion or belief, and restrictions on freedom
of expression and association. Women’s rights have also been particularly
affected, as has access to education for girls. Children continue to be
recruited to fight, and arbitrary arrest and detention continues to take
place, as does the torture and the ill-treatment of detainees. The UK urges
the Government of Yemen to fulfil its obligations under international human
rights and humanitarian law, ensuring the protection of civilians, and to
immediately cease the practices of arbitrary arrest and detention, enforced
disappearance, torture, and other ill-treatment. The UK hopes that peace
talks will continue and improve the capacity of the Yemeni Government to
protect the human rights of all its citizens, including the protection of the
right to freedom of religion or belief for all communities.

I urge all countries under review during this session to give full and
serious consideration to the UK recommendations. I encourage these States not
only to accept them, but also to implement them in a timely and comprehensive
manner. I look forward to the formal adoption of these recommendations at the
41st session of the UN Human Rights Council in June 2019.

Further information

Press release: Joint declaration on
Venezuela

Joint statement by the UK, Spain, Portugal, Germany, Denmark, the
Netherlands, France, Hungary, Austria, Finland, Belgium, Luxemburg, the Czech
Republic, Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, Poland, Sweden and Croatia.

On January 26th, various Member States urged Mr. Nicolas Maduro to
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take the necessary legal steps for democratic presidential
elections to be announced within 8 days.

On that same day, the EU High Representative/Vice President issued
a statement on behalf of the 28 EU Member States, also calling for
the urgent holding of free, transparent and credible presidential
elections and indicating that, in the absence of an announcement on
the organization of fresh elections with the necessary guarantees
over the next days, the EU would take further actions, including on
the issue of recognition of the country’s leadership, in line with
article 233 of the Venezuelan constitution.

The UK along with Spain, Portugal, Germany, Denmark, the
Netherlands, France, Hungary, Austria, Finland, Belgium, Luxemburg,
the Czech Republic, Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, Poland, Sweden and
Croatia takes note that Mr. Nicolas Maduro has chosen not to set in
motion the electoral process.

Subsequently, and in accordance with the provisions of the
Venezuelan Constitution, they acknowledge and support Mr. Juan
Guaiddé, President of the democratically elected National Assembly,
as President ad interim of Venezuela, in order for him to call for
free, fair and democratic presidential elections.

Further information

Published 4 February 2019
Last updated 4 February 2019 + show all updates

1. 4 February 2019 Added a Spanish translation.
2. 4 February 2019 First published.

Press release: PM’'s Chinese New Year
video message 2019

PM Theresa May's Chinese New Year video message 2019

The fireworks are being prepared. The red envelopes are being filled. And,
around the world, hundreds of millions of people are coming together to
celebrate the Chinese New Year.

Across the UK, lanterns are being hung in Manchester, Liverpool, Nottingham
and many of our other great cities — including here in London, home to one of
the biggest Chinese New Year celebrations outside Asia.

The festivities are undoubtedly one of the highlights of Britain’s cultural
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calendar, showcasing the strength, vibrancy and diversity of our
multicultural society.

And they’re a reminder of the incredible role that our Chinese community
plays in British life — from students who have just arrived here to study, to
families whose roots in this country go back well over a century.

It’s a legacy and a contribution that I celebrated here at Downing Street
last week, bringing together leading figures from across our Chinese
community — people without whom the UK would not be the successful, dynamic
country it is today.

So wherever and however you are celebrating, let me wish you a very happy new
year, and a prosperous and auspicious Year of the Pig.

News story: Opportunity for charities
to become authorised advisors to EU
citizens applying to settle in the UK

The O0ffice of the Immigration Services Commissioner (0ISC) has launched a new
scheme for charities and other organisations to apply more quickly to become
registered advisors to EU citizens when they apply to settle in the UK.

The scheme is aimed at smaller, community-based charities and other
organisations, including faith-based and local advice groups.

Successful applicants will be able to provide basic ‘level 1’ advice (solely
on EU settlement), without needing to complete the written exam, which is
usually part of the application process.

The streamlined process will allow applications to be considered more
quickly, with decisions expected 4 to 6 weeks after receipt.

It is a criminal offence for a person to provide immigration advice or
services in the UK unless their organisation is regulated by the 0ISC or
meets certain other specific criteria.

Details about what assistance can be given to migrants without the
requirement to be regulated can be found in the 0ISC immigration assistance
document.

Further guidance for the Community and Voluntary Sector about registering
with the 0ISC, as well as information on the new EU settlement scheme
registration is available on the 0ISC website.
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News story: Improve cyber security in
the Internet of Things: apply for
funds

Connected devices and sensors in our homes and workplaces — known as the
Internet of Things (IoT) — offer huge potential for improving how we live and
move around.

We can measure health data, travel habits and energy use, predict demand for
public services and support planning and management of critical national
infrastructure.

But as more devices become connected, the more vulnerable they are to
sophisticated cyber security threats. This becomes even more important as
critical applications for the IoT emerge.

Innovate UK has up to £6 million to invest in organisations with ideas that
address industry-focused cyber security-related challenges.

The investment forms part of the UK Research and Innovation Strategic
Priorities Fund, which supports the highest priorities identified by
researchers and businesses.

It is part of a set of measures by UK government to build increased security
and protections into digital devices and online services. As well as this
programme, this includes an up to £70 million investment through the
Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund to tackle digital security by design.

More resilient, intelligent systems

The competition aims to join up the UK’'s research base with industry to
transfer knowledge and develop new products and services that tackle cyber
security in the IoT.

Projects should include artificial intelligence or machine learning and have
a clear plan for commercialisation.

They should focus on at least 1 of the following:

e operational resilience technologies that can protect and recover data

e intelligent control systems for industry, commercial and public sector
buildings

e protection of people living in digital homes and their smart systems

Projects could also look at complementary technologies, such as distributed
ledger technologies that support the sharing of data across multiple
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locations, or 5G mobile networks.

Competition information

e the competition opens on 18 February 2019 and the deadline for
applications is at midday on 1 May 2019

e UK-based businesses of any size can lead a project, working with other
businesses, research organisations, public sector organisations or
charities. Collaborations should involve at least one academic partner
and one small or medium-sized enterprise

e businesses could receive up to 70% of their project costs

e total eligible project costs can be between £2.5 million and £4 million

e projects must start by 1 December 2019 and can last between 18 and 24
months

e projects that pass the written application stage will be invited to an
interview panel between 1 and 5 July 2019 to present their ideas



