
Press release: No deal Brexit advice:
guidance on food and drink labelling

The government has today (5 February) issued updated guidance on food and
drink labelling in the event of a no deal Brexit.

Delivering a deal with the EU remains the government’s top priority. This has
not changed. However a responsible government must prepare for every
eventuality, including a no deal scenario.

While food businesses will have a 21 month transition period for the most
significant changes to food labels, in the event of no deal Brexit there are
some technical changes to labels that will be required from day one. For
products placed on the UK market after 29 March 2019, these changes include:

The EU emblem must not be used on goods produced in the UK unless a
company has been authorised by the EU to do so;
The EU organic logo must not be used on any UK organic products, unless
the UK and EU reach an equivalency arrangement – where both still
recognise each other’s standards – before exit day; and
It will be inaccurate to label UK food as origin ‘EU’. Additional
information such as signage in shops and online information will help
clarify to the consumer the origin of the food.

Food and drink products that have already been placed on the UK market on or
before 29 March 2019 can continue to be sold through until the stocks are
exhausted.

For goods placed on the UK market after 29 March 2019 where, as a result of
EU Exit, the information is technically incorrect (for example UK products
labelled as origin ‘EU’), the UK government will encourage enforcement
officers to take a pragmatic approach to enforcement, which fully protects
the interests of consumers while ensuring industry are able to manage the
scale of labelling changes required.

The EU and other non-EU countries may require wholly accurate labelling for
access to their markets. In these instances, we would recommend labels are
replaced or over-stickered as required to ensure they are fully accurate.

A 21 month transition period has been agreed to give businesses more time to
make other labelling changes such as ensuring there is a UK address for the
responsible Food Business Operator or importer on the label.

There will be a three year transition period for the new UK Geographical
Indication Schemes logo. The new UK logo will be available from 29 March 2019
so producers have the option to make GI labelling changes before the end of
the adoption period if they wish.

All changes will be subject to parliamentary process.
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Speech: Margot James speech on Safer
Internet Day

Thank you for inviting me to this year’s Safer Internet Day event. I’m
thrilled to be here at the BT Centre, and I would like to congratulate the UK
Safer Internet Centre on coordinating a highly successful campaign which sees
hundreds of organisations get involved to help promote the safe, responsible
and positive use of digital technology for children and young people. This
event is celebrated in over 100 countries and is one of the many Safer
Internet Day activities happening all over the UK.

I’m very encouraged to see so many young people here todayin this auditorium.
It is crucial that we in government, as we make policy, learn from young
people about their experiences online. Digital technology and social media
enable young people to access educational resources, make social connections,
build relationships and demonstrate creativity.

As the use of technology has grown, it has impacted every area of our lives.
Planning a journey, checking your bank balance, organising campaigns, sharing
photos, listening to music – all daily tasks that so many of us now complete
online. And I know that many of the students here today are passionate about
how technology benefits their everyday lives. I share that passion.

But we also know that a lot of young people are worried about what they see
or experience online.

I’m looking forward to speaking with students from Dundonald Primary School,
Kaizen Primary School, Viridis Schools Federation, Dr Challoner’s High
School, Mayfield School, Sarah Bonnell School and Brooke School. I’m
particularly interested in hearing about their experiences online and seeing
what they have prepared for this year’s Safer Internet Day.

I’m aware that many of you are Digital Leaders in your schools and I’d like
to thank you for the contribution you make to Safer Internet Day, and extend
my congratulations for all the hard work you have carried out at your schools
to helpensure that your peers getare well informed about how to stay safe
online. The exhibitions you have been preparing are focussing on consent
online. The theme of this year’s Safer Internet Day.

Consent has been much in the news of late. A New York Times investigation has
just found that the information being collected about us through apps on our
smartphones is far more extensive than most of us imagine or are aware we
have consented to.

Last year the government made sweeping changes to the Data Protection regime
and gave citizens new powers over their data. Consent, the theme of Internet
Safety Day, must now be freely given, clear, unambiguous and fair. That’s
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really important.

This legislation is not before time. Last week it was reported that Facebook
have been paying users as young as 13 to download a Facebook Research app in
contravention of Apple’s strict privacy rules. This app allowed Facebook to
look at users browsing history and other network data by requiring users to
install a “root certificate” – this certification enabled Facebook to decrypt
those users browsing history including messages they sent, what apps they
used and for how long, to amass a very rich data set in order to sell ever
more targeted advertising.

Apple responded by pulling the offending App and standing up for our privacy
rights; they are among many voices in the States calling for similar privacy
laws to the GDPR, that we have in Europe, to be enacted in the United States.

Online safety is a top priority for the Government and we want to make the UK
the safest place in the world to be online. We will soon be publishing an
Online Harms White Paper which will set out clear expectations for companies
to help keep their users, particularly children, safe online.

Internet companies have always enjoyed legal protection from liability for
user generated content. This laissez faire environment has led some companies
to pursue growth and profitability with little regard for the security and
interests of their users. There is far too much bullying, abuse,
misinformation and manipulation online as well as serious and organised crime
online.

For too long the response from many of the large platforms has fallen short.
There have been no fewer than fifteen voluntary codes of practiceconduct
agreed with platforms since 2008. Where we are now is an absolute indictment
of a system that has relied far too little on the rolerule of law.

The White Paper, which DCMS are producing with the Home Office, will be
followed by a consultation over the summer and will set out new legislative
measures laws to ensure that the platforms remove illegal content, and
prioritise the protection of users, especially children, young people and
vulnerable adults.

It will also include ambitious measures to support continued education and
awareness for all users and to promote the development and adoption of new
safety technologies. We want to get to a place where we can enjoy the huge
benefits of new technology has to offer, without our children, and other
vulnerable individuals, being put at risk of serious harm.

So eEngagement with industry, charities, peers and academia sits at the heart
of our approach. And back in November 2017, with thanks to the UK Safer
Internet Centre, we were able to talk and listen directly to many young
people, some of whom I believe are back here again todayin this room. The
conversations we had are helping us to develop world leading laws as well as
other measures to make sure that the UK is the safest place in the world to
be online.



In developing the White Paper we have continued to engage with a wide range
of organisations. And I am grateful to those organisations, including
Childnet and the Internet Watch Foundation that are part of the executive
board of the UK Council for Internet Safety, which I co-chair with Ministers
from the Department for Education and the Home Office. The Council does
hugely important work, bringings together expertise from a range of
organisations in the tech industry, civil society and public sector to
collaborate and coordinate a UK-wide approach to improving internet safety.
It’s great to see that a similarly collaborative approach lies at the heart
of Safer Internet Day.

Let me repeat my thanks to The UK Safer Internet Centre for inviting me along
today. I look forward to hearing more of your ideas about what more needs to
done to help keep everyone safe online, and today is a timely reminder of the
work ahead.

The government is determined to act so that we can all enjoy the huge
benefits of new technology, without our children, and other vulnerable
individuals, being put at risk of serious harm.

Charitable think tank warned over
breaches of charity law

The Charity Commission, the regulator of charities in England and Wales, has
issued the Institute of Economic Affairs (IEA) with an Official Warning,
after finding that its trustees breached charity law in relation to a
publication about a key government policy.

Update to published press release: In June 2019, the Charity
Commission withdrew the Official Warning made against the IEA.

PDF, 299KB, 2 pages

If you use assistive technology (such as a screen reader) and need a version
of this document in a more accessible format, please email
usability@charitycommission.gov.uk. Please tell us what format you need. It
will help us if you say what assistive technology you use.

The breaches relate to a report (‘PLAN A+ Creating a prosperous post-Brexit
U.K) published by the charity in September 2018, and an associated launch
event. The charity has already removed the report from its website.

The warning sets out the ways in which the report and its launch contravened
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the legal and regulatory requirements that apply to charities with
educational purposes such as IEA and amounted to misconduct and mismanagement
on the part of the trustees.

Specifically, the Commission finds that the report and its launch sought
explicitly to change government policy on an issue unrelated to the charity’s
purposes – furthering education –which constitutes a breach of the
Commission’s guidance on political activity and campaigning.

The regulator also finds that the report was not sufficiently balanced and
neutral, as required by law from charities with educational purposes.
Furthering education does not need to be value free or completely neutral,
but research reports must present balanced information allowing the reader to
make up his or her mind. In this case, the Commission found that the report
was not sufficiently balanced and neutral, and nor did the charity provide an
equally prominent publication or event presenting a different view, which
could have provided balance in the round.

The warning also criticises the charity’s launch event for including as
speakers only individuals who held a particular set of views, thus risking
the public perception that the IEA is politically biased and has a political
viewpoint on a key government policy.

As well as calling for the charity to remove and cease promoting the report,
which it has done, the Official Warning specifies that IEA’s trustees should
provide the regulator with written assurances that it will not engage in
campaigning or political activity that contravenes legal or regulatory
requirements.

The charity is also called upon to implement a process to ensure that the
charity’s publications and other activities further its educational purposes
and are in line with the Commission’s guidance on campaigning and political
activity.

David Holdsworth, Deputy CEO and Registrar at the Charity
Commission, said:

Charitable think tanks are charities and need to behave as such,
including by complying at all times with charity law. Like all
charities, they share a responsibility for protecting the
reputation of charity as whole.

While the law recognises the role charitable think tanks can play
in promoting understanding and learning and inspiring debate, it
also sets important limits, designed to protect what is unique and
precious about charity.

Most charitable think tanks understand the rules that are
associated with charitable status, and are careful to ensure their
work complies with our guidance and inspires public trust.



I hope that our Official Warning now encourages the trustees of the
IEA to recognise and understand that they must run the organisation
as a charity, and comply with charity law.

The IEA remains subject to an ongoing regulatory compliance case examining
concerns about the trustees’ management and oversight of the charity’s
activities.

The regulator’s published guidance on its power to issue an Official Warning
notes that trustees’ failure to rectify breaches specified in a warning would
be grounds for it to take more serious regulatory action, for example using
its powers to suspend trustees or appoint an interim manager.

Ends

Press release: St. Paul’s Canonry:
James Milne

The Queen has approved that the Reverend Canon James Harley Milne, MTh, Minor
Canon and Sacrist at St Paul’s Cathedral in the diocese of London, be
appointed to a Residentiary Canonry of St Paul’s Cathedral in succession to
the Reverend Canon Michael Hans Joachim Hempel, MA.

Published 5 February 2019

News story: Africa Minister makes two-
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country trip to Southern Africa to
deepen partnership

Foreign Office and DFID Minister Harriett Baldwin arrived in Johannesburg on
31 January for a two-day visit to South Africa.

She held talks with senior South African government officials, the business
sector and civil society to discuss the UK-South Africa bilateral
relationship, regional African issues, as well as trade and investment with
the UK’s largest trading partner in Sub Saharan Africa.

She also visited a school to see first-hand how an investment from CDC,
DFID’s private sector investment arm, is digitally upskilling future
generations and boosting education, which will lead to better UK investment
and trade in the long-term.

The visit to South Africa is the first by a Government Minister since the
Prime Minister’s trip last August, during which she pledged a renewed
partnership between the UK and Africa, to help secure stability, jobs and
growth.

Minister for Africa Harriett Baldwin said:

The UK values its partnership with South Africa because we both
share the drive for a better and more secure world – speaking out
on issues that affect us all such as poverty, climate change and
security.

South African leadership is crucial internationally. South Africa
has one of the largest economies in sub-Saharan Africa and plays an
important role in regional institutions such as the African Union.
It is the only African member of the G20 and BRICS (Brazil, Russia,
India, China and South Africa).

We are working closely with South Africa during their membership of
the UN Security Council in 2019-20. We are cooperating closely on
African issues, particularly on the current situation in Zimbabwe
and the recent elections in DRC, as well as promoting the UN agenda
on Women, Peace and Security.

Minister Baldwin then travelled to Mozambique for a two-day trip, her first
official visit to the country since taking office in January 2018. She held
meetings with various Ministers and met representatives of the different
political parties in a show of support to the peace process.

The Minister also saw UK aid in action visiting a DFID-funded project which
empowers young and disadvantaged women with skills for employment, as well as
a mobile health clinic helping young women access vital family planning
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services.

Minister for Africa Harriett Baldwin said:

I was delighted to visit Mozambique and to see such rich provinces
like Manica, Sofala and Maputo. The UK and Mozambique are united as
members of the Commonwealth family.

As Minister for Africa, I look forward to strengthening this
relationship further by supporting the peace process, and
increasing trade relations including the creation of three new
honorary consuls for prosperity.

Empowering women and girls is crucial for our future, in the UK and
in Mozambique, enabling the whole of society to contribute to
growth and development. It was great to see the programmes that the
UK government funds and to meet inspiring young businesswomen and
students who have benefitted from the UK’s Chevening scholarship
programme.

Minister Baldwin also announced the creation of three new Honorary Consuls
for Prosperity that will support the growth of economic and commercial ties
between the UK and Mozambique for the cities of Pemba, Beira and Tete.

The new honorary consuls will help increase commercial, economic, cultural
and scientific relations between the UK and Mozambique and advance friendly
relations. They will provide advice and guidance to identify potential areas
for mutual prosperity between UK and Mozambique.

Further information


