
Myrtle Lloyd appointed new Registrar
General for England and Wales

Myrtle Lloyd has been appointed as the 22nd Registrar General for England and
Wales since civil registration began in 1837.

Her appointment to become the head of the General Register Office (GRO) has
been formally made by the Queen and took effect from 1 April 2020. She
succeeds the previous Registrar General, Mark Thomson, who is retiring from
the civil service at the end of May.

The GRO oversees registration services to the public, including the
registration of marriages, civil partnerships, births, deaths, stillbirths
and adoptions.

Registrar General Myrtle Lloyd said:

I am honoured to have been bestowed the prestigious role of
Registrar General for England and Wales. I am particularly looking
forward to transforming the way we deliver the services of this
important and centuries-old institution, while preserving the core
values which have been the hallmark of our success so far.

It is the Registrar General’s responsibility to make the regulations that
govern the duties of registrars and the registration processes. The position-
holder is also required by law to create and make publicly available a free
index of registration records for searching purposes and to issue
certificates.

Ms. Lloyd assumes this position alongside her current roles as the Chief
Operating Officer of Her Majesty’s Passport Office (HMPO) and Head of
Profession for Operational Delivery for the Home Office. She is also the
anti-bullying, harassment and discrimination champion within HMPO.

For more information about the Registrar General for England and Wales and
the GRO, go to:
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/hm-passport-office.
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additional short-term lockdown
measures over Easter holiday

Good evening Turks and Caicos. It’s the Governor speaking.

A short but important announcement this evening. We’ve now been in curfew and
lockdown for 11 days. From a national perspective, it’s going well and we are
grateful we have strong public support for which myself, the Premier, the
Cabinet and the police want to say thank you.

The weekend we are approaching – the Easter weekend – is traditionally one
where business activity slows considerably. In the belief that you will meet
us half way we want to use this Easter period to just slow, still further,
the amount of movement and comingling on the Island.

Let me start by saying what I’m not about to announce is a confirmation of a
rumor that started to circulate today that Cabinet was going to order a
complete lockdown over Easter. That was false; we are not.

Over this Easter period, you may still exercise in the morning and evening,
within the set times, and if you hold a specific exemption – such as needing
to care for someone that needs care – you may attend to their needs. But you
must have an exemption.

There will also be some businesses that will still function and they are
obvious, medical facilities including doctor’s offices; hotels where guests
are in residence; ferry services for emergency cases; commercial aviation,
airports and security service businesses.

But beyond those we are though going to close down all other businesses for
two and a half days. This will be the afternoon (starting at noon) on Maundy
Thursday, 9th April, all of Good Friday (the 10th April) and Easter Sunday
(12th April).

Over this Easter period essential businesses that have been operating during
this period of lockdown may operate on Saturday 11th April and Easter Monday
13th April.

I’ll say that again. All businesses will be closed from after ‘noon’ on
Thursday. They will stay closed on Friday. They will open on Saturday, close
on Sunday, open on Monday.

We do this for two reasons. We have eight confirmed cases on the Islands and
we now have evidence of on-island transmission. In other words, a small
number of these individuals had no travel history and so they have been
exposed on the Island.

In a measured way we want to yet further put distance between our population
at the places our population most come into contact with strangers, or indeed
friends. At present the most likely places this happens are the businesses
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that are open.

The second reason is that, while many have been able to have considerable
time at home with family, this has not been true for our front line services.

Police and immigration officers have not only been working extremely long
hours securing the lockdown and curfew, but have had the extra challenge of
dealing with the interception of sloops and subsequent repatriations. Others
have had long hours in other essential services where we have reduced
staffing to the bare minimum.

Utilizing this Easter holiday period gives us the opportunity to let these
people take a breath and seriously reduce the traffic on the road – people
won’t have the opportunity to visit a business because there will be no
business to visit – and that will allow our front line services some space to
refresh. There will of course be no let-up in policing, just matters will be
more manageable for those on duty and our Marine Branch will remain – as it
always is – primed and deployed.

These decisions were made by the National Emergency Operations Centre,
chaired by the Premier and myself and agreed in a cabinet paper. Regulations
have been drafted and will be in force covering this change. Tonight we will
have graphics up on social media explaining, and I’ll publish the text of
this address.

We are giving notice this evening so again you can use the next day and a
half to prepare sensibly. There’s no need to panic buy, or rush. You’ve all
worked out for yourselves that the stores are well stocked and will continue
to be so. Stay calm as they say, and carry on.

Now a look ahead. Given that almost every other country in the world has
extended its lockdown period it’s not unreasonable for many to ask what the
Cabinet’s view will be on this, when ours expires in the middle of next week.

The answer is that the decision has not been taken, the more data we have in
making this decision the better. It will though be taken this week or weekend
by Cabinet, and communicated early to you, so again if preparations are
needed they can be done in a sensible measured way.

The Cabinet will be strongly guided by Ministry of Health on this and we have
asked for a very detailed paper laying out the case, for and against,
systematically.

All in all, though I do want to say that myself, the Premier, the
Commissioner of Police and Minister of Health judge overall compliance has
been extraordinarily good. We are up at around 90% or above and that does
give us the very best chance of defeating this. TCI you are at the moment the
envy of many others in the region for the way we are all holding together on
this.

Away from this I do want to call out, as at times I have done in the past, a
malicious use of fake news. Imagery circulated today suggested a huge Sloop
was in Provo. It wasn’t. For those that risk their lives out on the sea



stopping this happening, and for the last eight months they have an
extraordinary high success rate, can you imagine how disheartening this is?

But beyond just undermining people, who I see as amongst our present national
heroes, a few weeks ago this type of fake news would have been wrong – in a
moral sense – because it was produced by a person that wanted to cause fear
and generate hate. The difference today, under new law, is that this is now a
criminal offence. As a result, a police investigation has started; I look
forward to a future prosecution.

Perhaps a final note to say that the ‘Security Assistance Team’, the Premier
and myself greeted yesterday, are now settled in quarantine. Myself and the
team leader, Lieutenant Colonel Steve Jones, had a three-way teleconference
with his commanding General today in the UK.

The team are very clear on their initial task which is to properly understand
the health capacity in all its forms we have in TCI so we can support and
help build greater capacity against COVID19 while, at the same time,
understanding how UK military capability – which comes in different forms
–can support our anti-illegal immigration operations.

The two of course link together in terms of the fight against COVID19. They
have a further set of sub-tasks such as hurricane preparedness and support to
building our regiment but the two main tasks will dominate.

That’s it for now TCI. Day 11 over, day 12 soon to begin. I’ve barely left
the house for the last few days – and there’s a lot I miss – not least the
beaches and the sea – I guess they will only be all the better when I can
enjoy them again – which of course I will.

Good night.

Statement from Downing Street: 7 April
2020

Only go outside for food, health reasons or work (but only if you cannot
work from home)
If you go out, stay 2 metres (6ft) away from other people at all times
Wash your hands as soon as you get home

Do not meet others, even friends or family.

You can spread the virus even if you don’t have symptoms.
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Foreign Secretary’s statement on
coronavirus (COVID-19): 7 April 2020

Good afternoon.

Welcome to today’s Downing Street Press Conference.

I’m joined by Chief Scientific Adviser Sir Patrick Vallance and our Chief
Medical Officer Professor Chris Whitty.

Before we get on to the detail, can I first give an update on the condition
of the Prime Minister. I know a lot of people will be concerned about that.

I can tell you he is receiving the very best care from the excellent medical
team at St Thomas’ hospital.

He remained stable overnight, he’s receiving standard oxygen treatment and
breathing without any assistance. He has not required mechanical ventilation
or non-invasive respiratory support.

He remains in good spirits and, in keeping with usual clinical practice, his
progress continues to be monitored closely in critical care.

We will give further updates on the Prime Minister’s condition, when there
are any material developments.

And I know that there’s been a groundswell of messages of support from people
here at home, from leaders around the world and I know that everyone will
want to join with me in wishing the Prime Minister a very swift recovery.

As you will know, the Prime Minister asked me to deputise for him whilst he
recovers.

In line with the Prime Minister’s instructions, this morning I chaired the
meeting of senior ministers tackling coronavirus and this afternoon I chaired
an update for members of the Cabinet.

And I think its probably worth just worth remembering that, as will be the
case for so many people up and down the country, who knows someone at work at
work who has fallen ill with coronavirus, it comes as a shock to all of us.

He’s not just the Prime Minister, and for all of us in Cabinet he’s not just
our boss, he’s also a colleague and he’s also our friend.

So, all of our thoughts and prayers are with the Prime Minister at this time,
with Carrie and with his whole family.

And I’m confident he’ll pull through because if there’s one thing I know
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about this Prime Minister, he’s a fighter and he’ll be back at the helm
leading us through this crisis in short order.

And for us in the Cabinet, we know exactly what he wants from us and what he
expects from us right now.

And following the Cabinet discussion today, I can reassure the Prime
Minister, and we can reassure the public, that his team will not blink, and
we will not flinch from the task at hand at this crucial moment.

We will keep all of our focus and all of our resolve, with calm determination
on delivering the Government’s plan to defeat the coronavirus. And its’ with
that objective and that unity of purpose, that Cabinet turned to business
today.

We had reports from the four Ministerial Groups on the action we’re taking
across all of the strategic priority areas: including NHS capacity,
procurement of ventilators and personal protective equipment, then delivery
of public services including social care, on the economy and our support for
both businesses and workers, and of course on the international action we’re
taking to reinforce our efforts on all of the home front.

As we’ve explained before, our action plan aims to slow the spread of the
virus, so fewer people need hospital treatment at any one time, and that will
help us protect the NHS’s ability to cope.

At every step, we have been following the scientific advice, the medical
advice, and we’ve been very deliberate in our actions that we’ve taken, so
that we take the right steps at the right moment in time.

We are increasing our NHS capacity by dramatically expanding the number of
beds, key staff, life-saving equipment on the front-line, so people have the
care they need when they need it most.

As we’ve consistently said, we are instructing people to stay at home, so we
can protect the NHS and so that we can save lives.

So today I can report that through the Government’s ongoing monitoring and
testing programme that, as of today:

213,181 people have now been tested for the coronavirus.

55,242 people have tested positive.

The number of people admitted to hospital with coronavirus symptoms now
stands at 18,589.

Of those who have contracted the virus, 6,159 have, I am very sorry to say,
died. Every death in this pandemic is a tragedy, and our thoughts and prayers
are with the loved ones grieving at what must be an incredibly difficult
time.

I think these figures reinforce that the single most important thing we can



all do right now, in this national effort to defeat the virus, is to keep on
following the Government’s advice:

To stay at home. Protect our NHS. And save lives.

ENDS.

Further information

Scottish Universities battle against
Covid-19 praised by Scottish Sec

Giving a message of support to the Scottish Universities working in
collaboration with others across the UK in recognition of their innovative
efforts to tackle the Coronavirus, Scottish Secretary Alister Jack said:

“I’m proud to see our world leading Scottish Universities taking part in this
national effort to combat the Covid-19 virus.

“Whether it’s researching vaccines, helping to understand more about how the
virus works, training health professionals or donating equipment to
hospitals, they are helping to make a real difference.”

The University of Glasgow and the University of Edinburgh are collaborating
on a project to understand the impact of the virus on the human body. Using
samples and data from 1,300 patients in the UK, the team hope to provide
information to help control the outbreak and improve treatments.

One of the keys to tackling the pandemic is the successful mapping of the
Covid-19 genome, the University of Glasgow is part of this national effort
while Edinburgh Napier University has transferred a ventilator to the
intensive care ward at the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh.

A research unit at the University of Dundee has identified 38 separate
proteins in the Covid-19 virus. The team will manufacture these proteins to
develop antibodies that can fight the virus.

The University of Dundee have undertaken further work such as providing two
highly specialised robots to help with the creation of the UK’s first
national diagnostic centre in Milton Keynes. The machines have been described
as ‘gold dust’ by Downing Street officials.

They have also worked with NHS Tayside to establish a Covid-19 training hub
in the Clinical Skills Centre at Ninewells Hospital. The hub has set up a
range of training courses to support upskilling healthcare staff.
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