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e Only go outside for food, health reasons or work (but only if you cannot
work from home)

e If you go out, stay 2 metres (6ft) away from other people at all times

e Wash your hands as soon as you get home

Do not meet others, even friends or family.

You can spread the virus even if you don’t have symptoms.

Treasury cut taxes to reduce PPE costs

News story

From tomorrow (1 May 2020), PPE purchased by care homes, businesses,
charities and individuals to protect against Covid-19 will be free from VAT
for a three-month period.

oo

ZERO

RATE VAT ON PPE

e a zero-rate of VAT will apply to sales of personal protective equipment
(PPE) for Covid-19 from 1 May 2020 until 31 July 2020

e move will save care homes and businesses more than £100 million

e comes after import duty also removed from PPE

VAT on essential personal protective equipment (PPE) for Covid-19 will be
temporarily scrapped saving more than £100 million for care homes and
businesses dealing with the coronavirus outbreak, the government has
announced.

From tomorrow (1 May 2020), PPE purchased by care homes, businesses,
charities and individuals to protect against Covid-19 will be free from VAT
for a three-month period.
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Ministers have already removed import duties from PPE to ensure more
essential equipment can get to the front line quicker.

The government has acted as soon as possible to bring the measure into force.
EU law governing VAT — which the UK is bound to until the end of the
transitional period — requires the UK to charge VAT on the equipment.

The government is acting under an exceptional basis allowed by EU rules
during health emergencies. The European Commission recently indicated support
for member states to introduce temporary VAT reliefs to mitigate the impacts
of the Covid-19 pandemic.

The move will particularly benefit care providers, who are often unable to
reclaim the 20% VAT they incur on their purchases.

The government is providing the NHS with the funding necessary to purchase
PPE and has committed to providing extra funding to ensure the NHS has
whatever it needs to tackle Covid-19.

The government has already acted to speed up PPE supply, harnessing the power
of UK industry, scouring the world for new stocks, and creating a giant
distribution network to send PPE to keyworkers around the country.
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Lake Lothing Third Crossing granted
development consent

Press release

Today, Thursday, 30 April 2020, the application for the Lake Lothing Third
Crossing has been given development consent by the Secretary of State for
Transport.
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Development consent has been granted to construct a new highway crossing of
Lake Lothing, Lowestoft, connecting Riverside Road to the south of Lake
Lothing with Peto Way to the north of Lake Lothing.

The application was submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for consideration
by Suffolk County Council on the 13 July 2018 and accepted for examination on
9 August 2018. Following an Examination during which the public, statutory
consultees and interested parties were given the opportunity to give evidence
to the Examining Authority, a recommendation was made to the Secretary of
State on 5 September 2019.

The Planning Inspectorate is committed to giving local communities the
opportunity of being involved in the examination of projects that may affect
them. Local people, the local authority and other interested parties were
able to participate in the 6 month long examination. The Examining Authority
listened and gave full consideration to local views before making their
recommendation.

The Planning Inspectorate’s Chief Executive, Sarah Richards said: “The
Planning Inspectorate has again demonstrated its ability to examine
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs) within timescales laid
down in the Planning Act 2008 providing developers and investors with the
confidence to build and improve the infrastructure this country needs to
secure future economic growth.”

The decision announced today supports the recommendation made by the Planning
Inspectorate. It is the 84th Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project to
be examined and decided and brings the total of transport projects to twenty
seven.

The decision, the recommendation made by the Examining Authority to the
Secretary of State and the evidence considered by the Examining Authority in
reaching its recommendation is publicly available on the National
Infrastructure Planning website.

ENDS

Journalists wanting further information should contact the Planning
Inspectorate Press Office, on: 0303 444 5004 or 0303 444 5005 or email:
Press.office@planninginspectorate.gov.uk

Notes to editors:

The Planning Inspectorate, National Infrastructure Programme of Projects
details the proposals which are anticipated to be submitted to the Planning
Inspectorate as applications in the coming months.
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Ireland/Northern Ireland Specialised
Committee 30 April 2020 — UK post-
meeting statement

News story

UK statement following the meeting of the Ireland/Northern Ireland
Specialised Committee between the UK Government and European Commission.

The first meeting of the Ireland/Northern Ireland Specialised Committee was
held today via video conference, co-chaired by officials from the UK
Government and European Commission. This Committee was tasked by the first
meeting of the Withdrawal Agreement Joint Committee held on 30 March, to
start work on implementing the Northern Ireland Protocol.

A representative from the Northern Ireland Executive also attended as part of
the UK delegation in line with the commitment made in the New Decade, New
Approach deal.

The UK and the EU exchanged updates on the implementation of the Protocol and
discussed the preparatory work for future decisions to be taken by the Joint
Committee.

The UK was clear that our approach at all times will be focused on protecting
the Belfast/Good Friday Agreement and gains of the peace process, and on
preserving Northern Ireland’s place in the UK.

UK officials reaffirmed our commitment to complying with our legal
obligations under the Protocol, just as we expect the EU to comply with
theirs.

The two sides agreed to convene the Joint Consultative Working Group
established under the Protocol which will be a further forum for discussion
in relation to the Protocol.
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Hull’'s first female GP tops public
vote in bridge-naming competition

As the country continues to face its biggest public health crisis in decades,
it is perhaps poignant that the winning nominee is trailblazer Dr Mary
Murdoch, who was House Surgeon at the Victoria Hospital for Sick Children in
Park Street and founder of the Hull Women’s Suffrage Society.

Students from the Newland School for Girls and Archbishop Sentamu Academy
penned essays set to the question; “The naming of the bridge — who inspires
me and why?”. A judging panel then sifted around 100 essays to produce a
shortlist of five iconic figures with links to the area before opening up the
question to the public.

The major Highways England project, which will shape the future of Hull, will
see the bridge open to the public in the summer.

Dr Murdoch, who passed away in 1916 at the age of 51, proved to be the most
popular choice from a star-studded list which also included ‘headscarf
revolutionary’ Lillian Bilocca, philanthropist and abolitionist William
Wilberforce, Julia Lee, the first woman to officiate men’s rugby league games
in the United Kingdom, and heroic World War Two veteran Thomas Ransom.

Highways England senior project manager James Leeming said:

First and foremost I would like to thank the diligent students who
put so much time and effort into their fantastic essays. They put
forward so many great nominations, all of whom would have been
worthy winners, and they sparked a debate which captured the city’s
imagination.

Now the tantalising wait is over and we know Dr Murdoch has emerged
as the people’s choice from a shortlist that contained individuals

of the highest calibre. She is an outstanding choice and, given the
current climate, it is fitting that the bridge will be named after

a pioneering doctor who did so much for Hull.

We are going to work with the students who nominated Dr Murdoch so
we can establish the final name of the bridge, and this will be
announced when it is opened in the summer.

The innovative competition saw five boxes placed at Hull Minster earlier this
year, where members of the public could go along, read the essays and decide
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who to vote for by placing a token in their chosen box. An online poll was
also hosted by the scheme website.

The judging panel was made up of Emma Hardy MP, Katy Duke (CEO Deep), Cllr
Daren Hale (Deputy Leader of the Labour Group), Karen Oliver-Spry (Humber LEP
Investment Programme Manager) and key members of the Highways England project
team.

The bridge will connect the city centre to the marina, waterfront and fruit
market. The structure is to cross the dual carriageway of the A63, allowing
pedestrians and cyclists to safely cross the road. It will also ease
congestion on the A63.

It is being part funded with a £4m contribution from the Humber Local
Enterprise Partnership’s local growth fund programme, secured through its
growth deals with Government and part of the Government’s commitment to the
Northern Powerhouse.

For updates about the scheme visit the Highways England website and look out
for the hashtag #a63hullpgbridge on the regional Twitter account,
@HighwaysYORKS

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.
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