
Chancellor extends furlough scheme
until October

Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme will continue until end of October
furloughed workers across UK will continue to receive 80% of their
current salary, up to £2,500
new flexibility will be introduced from August to get employees back to
work and boost economy

In a boost to millions of jobs and businesses, Rishi Sunak said the furlough
scheme would be extended by a further four months with workers continuing to
receive 80% of their current salary.

As we reopen the economy, we need to support people to get back to work. From
the start of August, furloughed workers will be able to return to work part-
time with employers being asked to pay a percentage towards the salaries of
their furloughed staff.

The employer payments will substitute the contribution the government is
currently making, ensuring that staff continue to receive 80% of their
salary, up to £2,500 a month.

Chancellor Rishi Sunak said:

Our Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme has protected millions of jobs
and businesses across the UK during the outbreak – and I’ve been
clear that I want to avoid a cliff edge and get people back to work
in a measured way.

This extension and the changes we are making to the scheme will
give flexibility to businesses while protecting the livelihoods of
the British people and our future economic prospects.

New statistics published today revealed the job retention scheme has
protected 7.5 million workers and almost 1 million businesses.

The scheme will continue in its current form until the end of July and the
changes to allow more flexibility will come in from the start of August. More
specific details and information around its implementation will be made
available by the end of this month.

The government will explore ways through which furloughed workers who wish to
do additional training or learn new skills are supported during this period.
It will also continue to work closely with the Devolved Administrations to
ensure the scheme supports people across the Union.

The Chancellor’s decision to extend the scheme, which will continue to apply
across all regions and sectors in the UK economy, comes after the government
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outlined its plan for the next phase of its response to the coronavirus
outbreak.

The scheme is just one part of the government’s world-leading economic
response to coronavirus, including an unprecedented package for the self-
employed, loans and guarantees that have so far provided billions of pounds
in support, tax deferrals and grants for small businesses.

Today the government is also publishing new statistics that show businesses
have benefitted from over £14 billion in loans and guarantees to support
their cashflow during the crisis. This includes 268,000 Bounce Back Loans
worth £8.3 billion, 36,000 loans worth over £6 billion through the
Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan Scheme, and £359 million through the
Coronavirus Large Business Interruption Loan Scheme.

Mike Cherry, National Chairman of the Federation of Small Businesses, said:

The Job Retention Scheme is a lifeline which has been hugely
beneficial in helping small employers keep their staff in work, and
it’s extension is welcome. Small employers have told us that part-
time furloughing will help them recover from this crisis and it is
welcome that new flexibility is announced today.

BCC Director General Adam Marshall said:

The extension of the Job Retention Scheme will come as a huge help
and a huge relief for businesses across the UK.

The Chancellor is once again listening to what we’ve been saying,
and the changes planned will help businesses bring their people
back to work through the introduction of a part-time furlough
scheme. We will engage with the Treasury and HMRC on the detail to
ensure that this gives companies the flexibility they need to
reopen safely.

Over the coming months, the government should continue to listen to
business and evolve the scheme in line with what’s happening on the
ground. Further support may yet be needed for companies who are
unable to operate for an extended period, or those who face reduced
capacity or demand due to ongoing restrictions.

Dame Carolyn Fairbairn, CBI Director-General, said:

The Chancellor is confronting a challenging balancing act deftly.
As economic activity slowly speeds up, it’s essential that support
schemes adapt in parallel.

Extending the furlough to avoid a June cliff-edge continues the



significant efforts made already and will protect millions of jobs.

Introducing much needed flexibility is extremely welcome. It will
prepare the ground for firms that are reawakening, while helping
those who remain in hibernation. That’s essential as the UK economy
revives step-by-step, while supporting livelihoods.

Firms will, of course, want more detail on how they will contribute
to the scheme in the future and will work with government to get
this right.

Above all, the path of the virus is unpredictable, and much change
still lies ahead. The government must continue to keep a watchful
eye on those industries and employees that remain at risk. All
schemes will need to be kept under review to help minimise impacts
on people’s livelihoods and keep businesses thriving.

The greater the number of good businesses saved now, the easier it
will be for the economy to recover.

Further information

Cumulative
number of
approved

facilities

Cumulative value
of approved
facilities

Cumulative number
of applications

Bounce Back Loan Scheme 268,173 £8.378 billion 363,646
Coronavirus Business
Interruption Loans
Scheme

35,919 £6.094 billion 71,316

Coronavirus Large
Business Interruption
Loans Scheme

59 £359 million 358

the applications figure includes approved applications, those
applications that are still to be processed, applications that have been
declined and those applications that may turn out not to be eligible or
cases where customers will decide not to proceed
figures show cumulative applications and approvals up to close of
business on 10 May 2020
these figures include data from BBB accredited lenders shared directly
with HMT by close of business on 11 May 2020

Number of Jobs Furloughed 7.5 million
Number of Employers Furloughing 935,000
Total £ claimed £10.1 billion

these figures are up until 9am today



Traffic Commissioners applaud road
transport industry

News story

This weekend marked the 75th anniversary of victory in Europe at the end of
World War 2. As a nation, we have spent the weekend celebrating those who
defended the nation during that time.

Similarly, in recent weeks, we have celebrated the lifesaving, vital work
that frontline NHS staff have done to combat the coronavirus. The Traffic
Commissioners for Great Britain also want to recognise the efforts of key
workers within the road haulage and passenger transport industries who have
contributed to the national effort in fighting the coronavirus outbreak.

In particular, we recognise the often-unheralded role that commercial vehicle
operators and drivers play. They are the lifeblood of this country, vital to
our economy and the citizens who rely on them. Hauliers transport the food we
buy in supermarkets, medicines for shops, pharmacies and hospitals, and
medical supplies for use both in the home and in a clinical setting. PSV
operators have continued to transport staff to vital work within the NHS,
research facilities and elsewhere, while following social distancing
requirements.

It is in large part thanks to the efforts of operators and drivers that we
can continue to function as a country. We appreciate that these are difficult
times for many operators. The future can look uncertain but we can help you
to mitigate against some of the regulatory challenges.

Please read our advice and guidance for operating during the coronavirus
pandemic for details of the measures we’ve put in place to help the road
transport industry. You may also want to take a look at the coronavirus
statutory guidance and directions document we published.

We are here to help – please do not hesitate to contact us.

Please email Enquiries@otc.gov.uk if you have any questions.
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Thank you for everything you are doing.

Published 12 May 2020

Dounreay accommodation units support
coronavirus response

News story

Coronavirus is having an unlikely side effect on Dounreay – it’s accelerated
part of its decommissioning.

Accomodation units being moved

Around 80 portable accommodation units deemed surplus to requirements are
being removed from the site and transported to England to be used as
isolation cubicles in the prison service.

Known as Bunkabins, the demountable cabins have been located at the site for
the last five years. They were used as temporary living quarters supporting a
project which completed last year.

The units had been disconnected from the site’s electrical and sewage system.
Now, following an urgent appeal from the owners of the Bunkabins to recall
any unwanted units, they are being removed from the site.

The accommodation complex covered several acres of the former nuclear
research site and their removal brings about a significant change to the
skyline.

Site Operations Director Mick Moore said: “Keeping our staff, site and
community safe is our highest priority in response to the coronavirus
outbreak. This request proved a good outcome all round – we get to safely
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decommission more of the site and the prison service gets some excellent
accommodation units to help it manage the coronavirus outbreak.”

Published 12 May 2020

Transport update: A38 Derby Junctions
Development Consent Order

This statement concerns the application for the A38 Derby Junctions
Development Consent Order made by Highways England under the Planning Act
2008, which had been submitted to the Planning Inspectorate on 23 April 2019.

Under section 98(1) of the Planning Act 2008 the examining authority
appointed to examine the application must complete its examination within 6
months. Under section 98(4) the examining authority must submit its
recommendation report to the Secretary of State within 3 months of its
completion of the examination. The examination began on 8 October 2019 and
was due to close on 8 April 2020. The recommendation report would need to be
sent to the Secretary of State on or before 8 July 2020.

Under section 107(1) of the act, following receipt of the examining
authority’s recommendation report, the Secretary of State must decide whether
to grant development consent. A decision in this case would therefore be made
on or before 8 October 2020.

Sub-sections 98(4) and 107(3) of the act give the relevant Secretary of State
power to set new deadlines in respect of the above which are later than the
statutory maxima. For this application,the relevant Secretary of State is the
Secretary of State for Transport. In exercising this power, the Secretary of
State for Transport must, amongst other things, make a statement to
Parliament announcing the new deadlines.

The deadline for the completion of the examination is to be extended to 8
September 2020 (an extension of 5 months) to enable examination hearings
postponed in the light of government advice concerning coronavirus (COVID-19)
to be rescheduled and held in a virtual forum. Consequently, the deadline for
the examining authority to submit its recommendation report to the Secretary
of State for Transport is amended to 8 December 2020 and the deadline for the
Secretary of State for Transport to take his decision is amended to 8 March
2021.

The decision to extend an examination under the Planning Act 2008 regime is
not taken lightly and reflects the exceptional public health circumstances
the country finds itself in.

http://www.government-world.com/transport-update-a38-derby-junctions-development-consent-order-2/
http://www.government-world.com/transport-update-a38-derby-junctions-development-consent-order-2/


The decision to set a new deadline is without prejudice to the decision on
whether to grant development consent.

Environment Agency Yorkshire starts
new Hull pumping station

Part of a £28.5 million flood alleviation scheme, the new East Hull Pumping
Station will be built at the southern end of the Holderness Drain, where it
meets the Humber in Marfleet, after city planners gave the go-ahead last
month.

It will enable the discharge of water from Holderness Drain to the estuary at
high tide when water levels in the drain are raised, pumping up to ten tonnes
of water a second, reducing flood risk to areas in east Hull.

To ensure that the work is done safely given the current coronavirus
situation everyone working on the new pumping station will be following
strict Government guidelines in relation to social distancing.

The pumping station is phase one of the Holderness Drain Flood Alleviation
Scheme, with work set to start on a second phase to create a flood relief
area near the historic Castle Hill monument area, east of Bransholme and
Sutton, later this year.

Andrew Barron, the Environment Agency’s senior flood risk advisor for Hull,
said:

It is great news that this scheme is coming to fruition. Hull and
the surrounding area is very low lying and this pumping station is
vital to keep water moving into the Humber estuary.

This is part of a £200 million investment with partners in reducing
flood risk in Hull and the East Riding over the last five years.

All our works are undertaken within Government guidelines, in
particular social distancing to protect local people and those
working on the new pumping station.

As an organisation we are doing everything we can to support our
community, our government and the NHS by abiding by these measures.

The scheme is a partnership project with Hull City Council, East Riding of
Yorkshire Council, the Humber Local Enterprise Partnership and Highways
England.
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Highways England contributed £5 million towards the scheme from its
Environment Designated Fund, which helps to improve flood resilience and
reduce flood risks to communities close to its network of roads.

Highways England assistant project manager Matt Armitage said:

We are delighted to be able to support the Environment Agency and
contribute £5 million to this scheme.

When complete it will protect local homes and roads from flooding
and reduce the need for local traffic to be diverted onto the A63,
minimising future disruption along this key Hull route.

The Humber Local Enterprise Partnership secured £2.14 million towards the
project through the Local Growth Fund as part of the Government’s commitment
to the Northern Powerhouse. The project is part of the wider River Hull
Integrated Catchment Strategy, which has seen an overall total Local Growth
Fund investment of £3.8 million.

Lord Chris Haskins, Chair of the Humber LEP, said:

The Humber LEP is pleased to support this important project through
the Local Growth Fund.

Communities across the Humber continue to be affected by flooding
and we are very glad to see work begin on this flood alleviation
scheme to help protect residents and businesses in Hull.

Councillor Mike Thompson, portfolio holder for neighbourhoods, communities
and environment at Hull City Council, said:

We are delighted to see this critical work get under way. The
pumping station is the first piece of a much bigger jigsaw and the
work done in terms of partnership funding to get it to this stage.

These defence measures will help to minimise the impact of flooding
to some of our area’s most vulnerable parts of land, and highlights
the continued commitment we have to protecting homes from flooding.

Councillor Chris Matthews, portfolio holder for strategic management at East
Riding of Yorkshire Council, said:

I’m delighted that work will soon start on this much needed scheme
which will benefit so many residents.

This project is the latest component of the River Hull Integrated
Catchment Strategy (RHICS) to move forward. The strategy provided



the local framework for investment in flood alleviation in the
River Hull Valley and was adopted by the partnership River Hull
Board in 2015.

There is an existing pumping station by Hedon Road (A1033), built in 1949,
but the Agency says it has reached its end of life, and it is more
economically viable and beneficial to reducing flood risk to build a brand
new structure downstream nearer the Holderness Drain’s confluence with the
estuary.

The Holderness Drain was first built in the 18th century to drain carr lands
on the east side of Hull. The new flood alleviation work is being carried to
continue to maintain this historic drainage system.

To find out about flood risk in your area and to sign up to the Environment
Agency’s free flood warning service, go to www.gov.uk/flood, or call
Floodline on 0345 988 1188.

George Hinton Communications Manager
Operational & Local Communications Defra Group Communications
07342 099 435 george.hinton@environment-agency.gov.uk


