
We’re recruiting Investigators

News story

Are you interested in making a significant contribution to railway safety in
the United Kingdom?

We’re recruiting Inspectors – closing date for applications is 05/06/20

Are you looking for a job that enables you to travel and get out and about in
the railway industry, as well as working in a highly collaborative and
supportive office environment?

Do you have substantial experience at a senior level in one or more of the
four following disciplines:

Human Factors
Railway or Tramway Operations
Railway Safety Assurance
Rail Vehicle Dynamics

If the answer to all of the above questions is yes, and you have the
experience and knowledge we are looking for, then you might be interested in
applying to be an inspector at the Rail Accident Investigation Branch (RAIB).

Find out more at Civil Service Jobs

Closing date for applications is 05/06/20
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Industry Qualifications surrender
Ofqual recognition

News story

Industry Qualifications is no longer an Ofqual-recognised awarding
organisation.

Industry Qualifications (IQ) has surrendered its status as an Ofqual-
recognised awarding organisation. IQ informed us in January of its intention
to surrender recognition as it intended to sell its assets, including all its
regulated qualifications to another recognised awarding organisation, SFJ
Awards.

The surrender took effect from 6 March 2020. From this date, no
qualifications offered by IQ are regulated by Ofqual.

SFJ Awards bought IQ’s assets on 6 March 2020. It took on all IQ training
centres and their registered learners. We understand no learners are affected
by this surrender.

SFJ Awards is reviewing these qualifications and their long-term
availability. Qualifications previously offered by IQ are now labelled as SFJ
Awards IQ Level x in ‘qualification title’ on the Register of Regulated
Qualifications.

When awarding organisations are considering surrendering their recognition,
we stand ready to discuss the options for proceeding whilst ensuring learners
are protected.

A full list of currently recognised awarding organisations and regulated
qualifications can be found on the Register of Regulated Qualifications.
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Egypt Prosperity Fund: Call for Bids

World news story

The Egypt Skills for Prosperity Programme is now open for the submission of
programme proposals.

The British Embassy in Cairo is pleased to announce the opening of a call for
bids for the Egypt Skills for Prosperity Programme. This programme is being
delivered in eight countries, and is part of the Global Skills Programme
under the UK Government’s Prosperity Fund.

The deadline to submit bids to Prosperity Programme Team is 31st May.

Overview

The Egypt Skills for Prosperity Programme provides £8 million in funding over
3-years, until 2023. The programme focuses on three strands of work:

Equity – Promote equitable access to higher education particularly for1.
low-income youth, young people with disabilities, and young women from
poor communities who wish to pursue further studies at public
universities in underrepresented subjects such as Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths (STEM).

Quality – Improve the soft skills ecosystem within public universities2.
by equipping undergraduates, and post-graduates with in-demand and
employability skills.

Relevance – Work with the British and Egyptian industry to improve the3.
pathways of transition from higher education to employment, particularly
in STEM careers, for the target groups outlined above.

The proposed impact of Egypt Skills for Prosperity is increased capacity for
inclusive economic growth due to improved employability skills, employment
opportunities, labour market access and productivity of priority target
beneficiaries. This impact is linked to the overall objectives of the UK
Government’s Prosperity fund to reduce poverty and promote inclusive economic
growth.

Interested organisations are expected to achieve three main interlinked
outcomes: support equitable supply and access to higher education, improved

http://www.government-world.com/egypt-prosperity-fund-call-for-bids/


skills set for target beneficiaries, and improved pathways of transition from
higher education to employment corresponding to the three identified strands
of work.

The Egypt Skills for Prosperity Programme, with its three strands of work,
will be delivered by a consortium of partners with relevant expertise. All
organisations are welcome to bid or form part of a bidding consortium. In
particular, we encourage non-profit organisations and multilateral agencies
to consider leading or joining a consortium. All lead organisations will need
to clearly specify partner organisations within their consortium in the bid.

Bidders need to submit:

Programme proposal with a maximum page limit of 30 pages – not including1.
annexes and supporting documents – (enclosed is an example template (MS
Word Document, 43KB), but bidders are welcome to use their own proposal
templates)
Activity based budget- ABB (enclosed budget template (MS Excel2.
Spreadsheet, 476KB), cost guidance (PDF, 230KB, 10 pages), and
Accountable Grant Costs (PDF, 206KB, 4 pages))
For a full list and further information on requirements, eligibility,3.
and evaluation criteria, please see the call for bids document (PDF,
502KB, 9 pages), which includes a bidding and evaluation process
timeline.

All documents to be submitted to P-Naismith@dfid.gov.uk by 31 May.

For enquiries or information, please contact the Egypt Skills for Prosperity
Programme Manager: Mona.Tantawy@fco.gov.uk
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Garden centres reopen in England

Press release

All garden centres reopening should put in place social distancing and safety
measures.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/884738/Example_Proposal_Template.docx
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Garden centres will be able to reopen to the public from today (Wednesday 13
May).

All garden centres reopening should put in place social distancing, cleaning
and protective measures for both staff and customers. In particular, they
should ensure that people can stay 2m apart wherever possible, as is already
the case in supermarkets and other shops which have remained open in recent
weeks. Further detailed guidance for businesses has been published by BEIS.

Biosecurity Minister Lord Gardiner said:

We know that this time of year is crucial for the horticulture
industry and are very aware of the impacts of coronavirus on the
sector.

Our decision to reopen garden centres and nurseries in a safe way,
will allow businesses to sell their products directly to the public
and in doing so bringing about wider benefits to consumers,
especially for physical and mental wellbeing, which gardening can
bring.

It is vital all garden centres implement strict social distancing
and I urge businesses to use the Government’s extensive guidance
and the Horticultural Trades Association’s Safe Trading Guidance
when planning their reopening.

To help Garden Centres put in place appropriate measures, the Horticultural
Trades Association (HTA) has also produced Safe Trading Guidance, closely
aligned to the Government’s guidance and specifically for garden centres,
which includes a series of recommendations to protect customers.

The guidance document has been based on insight from leading HTA retailers,
the British Retail Consortium, and from government advice as a recommendation
of best practice regarding social distancing. Recommendations include advice
on customer numbers in stores, entrance and exit protocols, and queueing and
checkout procedures. It also contains practical advice on how to protect the
health and wellbeing of staff.
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Environment Agency and Angling Trust
welcome lifting of restrictions on
recreational fishing

Restrictions on angling in England are eased from today (Wednesday 13th May)
following updated government guidance on outdoor activities.

The news has been welcomed by both the Environment Agency and Angling Trust.
The Trust recently put forward its ‘When We Fish Again’ report to the
government, encouraging a phased return to the sport and highlighting the
significant benefits fishing offers to both personal well-being and the
economy.

Under the new government guidelines, people can fish on their own, with their
household, or with one other person while adhering to social distancing rules
and staying two metres apart at all times.

Outside members of your own household, people should remain two metres apart
from other anglers or members of the public at all times. The most up-to-date
information on these restrictions can be found at www.gov.uk/coronavirus.

The Angling Trust already advises anglers to fish no closer than 15 metres
and that matches and organised angling events are still not permissible.

Anglers must also ensure they are in possession of a valid fishing licence,
adhere to fisheries byelaws including the close season and have permission of
the fishery owner.

Dr Graeme Storey, Environment Agency Acting Deputy Director for Fisheries and
the Natural Environment, said:

We welcome the lifting of restrictions on recreational fishing.
This decision recognises that fishing can be done safely while
still adhering to social distancing guidelines. However, it is
vital that when we do go fishing, we all do so responsibly and
safely in order to continue playing our own part in protecting
ourselves, others and key public services.

In these challenging times responsible fishing provides a wonderful
opportunity to connect with nature and feel the range of benefits
doing so can bring. If you are going fishing then you must have a
valid fishing licence and adhere to fishing byelaws and fishery
rules.

http://www.government-world.com/environment-agency-and-angling-trust-welcome-lifting-of-restrictions-on-recreational-fishing/
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/coronavirus-guidance-on-access-to-green-spaces
https://joinanglingtrust.net/when-we-fish-again-latest/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus


Angling Trust Chief Executive Jamie Cook said:

The Angling Trust have brought all disciplines of angling together
in presenting a blueprint for the safe resumption of recreational
fishing which has led the way for the sporting sector. Fishing
delivers huge benefits to physical health, mental wellbeing, active
lifestyles and our economy. Angling has shown the value of coming
together as a community to speak coherently and professionally at
the highest level with a single voice. I thank anglers for their
patience and ask that we follow the Angling Trust guidance which is
there to protect us all.

The Angling Trust have issued additional helpful advice to individuals and
angling organisations which can be found on thier online hub.

Notes to editors:

If you are in Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland, you must adhere to
the guidance and regulations set by the Scottish and Welsh governments
or Northern Ireland Executive at all times.

To date, the Environment Agency have paused the majority of non-
essential fisheries activity including improving habitats for fish,
facilities for anglers and stocking in line with government guidelines.
Proactive operational activity will be restarted as soon as possible,
also in line with those guidelines.

The Environment Agency will continue to prioritise responding to
reported incidents of serious harm to the environment, subject to local
conditions. The Agency is also liaising with police regarding illegal
fishing incidents. The police have powers to deal with people breaking
coronavirus rules and are able to achieve outcomes beneficial to public
health and fisheries legislation.

Illegal fishing, pollution and incidents harming the environment should
be reported to the Environment Agency on 0800 80 70 60. Significant
issues or serious breaches of the coronavirus restrictions should be
reported to the police on 101 or the local police website.

Ends.

https://www.joinanglingtrust.net/covid19-support-hub/

