
PM award for Gateshead woman making
vulnerable children’s dreams come true

Press release

Alisar Taylor receives the Prime Minister’s daily Point of Light award.

A woman from Gateshead who is beaming magical fairy-tale experiences into
hospitals where sick children are cut off from family and friends will today
receive the Prime Minister’s daily Point of Light award.

Alisar Taylor is using her party planning business ‘Dreams on Moonbeams’ to
offer free video calls and Zoom parties with an array of magical characters
including Princess Rapunzel and Queen Elsa. Alisar’s initiative is delighting
children in hospitals as well as children with special educational needs
across the North East.

In a personal letter to Alisar, the Prime Minister said:

Being in hospital as a child can be daunting at any time, and only
more so when the necessary restrictions to save lives from
Coronavirus mean family and friends can no longer visit freely. It
is also difficult for children with special educational needs to
understand the sacrifices we are all having to make.

So I am lost in admiration for the way you have used your “Dreams
on Moonbeams” business to create free virtual parties that are
bringing some company, kindness and love into the lives of young
people when they need it most.

With your magical characters, like Princess Rapunzel locked down in
the tower with her long hair, you are brightening up some of the
toughest days for children where you live.

Reacting to the Prime Minister’s announcement, Alisar said:
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Thank you. I am delighted to be recognised for this honour, which
I, in full heart, deeply accept on behalf of the wonderful children
that I have been supporting throughout this difficult time. Helping
children to overcome their fears and protecting their mental health
has been paramount. This pandemic has isolated so many people and
knowing that I have made a real difference to them means the
absolute world to me.

The Prime Minister’s UK daily Point of Light award was first launched in
April 2014 to recognise outstanding individuals making a difference where
they live. Alisar is the 1370th person to be recognised.
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UK and Italy together to commemorate
Florence Nightingale

World news story

Florence Nightingale commemorated in Rome on 12 May 2020.

The British Embassy in Rome, together with Florence Nightingale Museum in
London and the Italian Federation for Nurses, the Spallanzani hospital in
Rome, and the St. Thomas and Guy’s hospitals in London, held a commemorative
event in honour of the founder of modern nursing, Florence Nightingale, on
the evening on 12th May, at the Spallanzani hospital (pics).

The event marked the final moment of a programme of celebrations in honour of
the bicentenary of the birth of Florence Nightingale: a touching moment, with
projections created for the occasion illuminating the façade of the hospital,
and a declamation of the Italian Nurses Pledge, based on the 1893 Florence
Nightingale Pledge, by a group of Spallanzani nurses.
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A UK-Italy bilateral initiative for our nations to thank “those who nurse” on
the International Day of Nurses.

As we mark International Nurses Day, I am struck by how much we
have overcome since the time of Florence Nightingale, yet still how
many challenges we face. Nurses of all the world, of the
Spallanzani, and of the Guys & St Thomas’: I am in awe of
everything you do each day. Of your sacrifices, your passion, your
professionalism, your humanity. Thank you

British Ambassador to Italy Jill Morris said.

The event happened in synchronisation with similar projections taking place
at the Guy’s and St. Thomas Foundation Trust, and a spectacular projection on
the British Parliament.
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IFA surrenders Ofqual recognition

News story

The Institute of Financial Accountants is no longer an Ofqual-recognised
awarding organisation.

The Institute of Financial Accountants (IFA) has surrendered its status as an
Ofqual-recognised awarding organisation.

IFA informed Ofqual in 2018 of its intention to surrender recognition. The
surrender took effect as of 27 November 2019. From this date, no
qualifications offered by IFA are regulated by Ofqual.

IFA previously had five regulated qualifications and issued 12 certificates
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in the last year. We understand no learners are affected by this surrender.
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Migration Advisory Committee seeks
views on skills shortages

News story

The Migration Advisory Committee launches a 6-week call for evidence.

Getty Images

The Migration Advisory Committee (MAC) is today (Wednesday 13 May 2020)
launching a 6-week call for evidence, asking business organisations and
employers to share their valuable recruitment experiences as part of a review
of the shortage occupation lists.

The responses will provide the Committee with a well-rounded picture of the
current migration issues and will support the evidence-based recommendations
delivered to the Home Secretary in September 2020.

The government has said that whether an occupation is in shortage will be one
of the key factors for which a migrant will be able to score tradeable points
under the new points-based immigration system when it is introduced. The Home
Secretary has asked the Committee, an independent body, to gather views from
businesses on what skills are currently in short supply across the UK labour
market.

Interim Chair of the MAC Professor Brian Bell said:

We appreciate that the coronavirus outbreak has placed businesses
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in an enormously difficult situation, but their input is vital.

Any time they can give, or information they can provide will be
greatly valued and aid us in providing the government with robust
recommendations.

We must proceed with this Call for Evidence now in order to deliver
our report in September 2020 as requested.

The shortage occupation list is a government compiled list of occupations for
which the evidence suggests there are not enough UK workers to fill
vacancies. There is also a Scotland specific list in addition to the UK-wide
one.

The Home Secretary commissioned the Committee to consider what medium-skill
occupations, requiring RQF 3-5 qualifications (A-levels and equivalents),
should be added to a UK wide list of occupations in shortage.

The Committee does not intend on asking for evidence for the roles covered on
the current lists, which are roles for which a degree or its equivalent is
needed (RQF 6), as they plan for these to remain in place at this review.

It is recognised that coronavirus will impact the ability of businesses and
employers to respond to the call for evidence and this will be reflected in
the final report.

Published 13 May 2020

Transport update: M25 Junction 10 and
A3 Wisley Interchange improvement

This statement concerns the development consent order (DCO) application for
the M25 Junction 10 / A3 Wisley Interchange improvement made by Highways
England under the Planning Act 2008,which had been submitted to the Planning
Inspectorate on 19 June 2019.

Under section 98(1) of the act the examining authority appointed to examine
the application must complete its examination within 6 months. Under section
98(4) the examining authority must submit its recommendation report to the
Secretary of State within 3 months of its completion of the examination.
Under section 107(1) of the act, following receipt of the examining
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authority’s recommendation report, the Secretary of State must decide whether
to grant development consent within 3 months.

Sections 98(4) and 107(3) of the act give the relevant Secretary of State
power to set new deadlines in respect of the above which are later than the
statutory maxima. For this application, the relevant Secretary of State is
the Secretary of State for Transport. In exercising this power,the Secretary
of State for Transport must, amongst other things, make a statement to
Parliament announcing the new deadlines.

The examination for the M25 Junction 10 DCO began on 12 November 2019 and is
due to close on 12 May 2020. The recommendation report would need to be sent
to the Secretary of State on or before 12 August 2020. A decision in this
case would therefore be made on or before 12 November 2020.

The deadline for the completion of the examination is to be extended to 12
July 2020 (an extension of 2 months) to enable examination hearings postponed
in the light of government advice concerning coronavirus (COVID-19) to be
rescheduled and held in a virtual forum. Consequently, the deadline for the
examining authority to submit its recommendation report to the Secretary of
State for Transport is amended to 12 October 2020 and the deadline for the
Secretary of State for Transport to take his decision is amended to 12
January 2021.

The decision to extend the examination under the Planning Act 2008 regime is
not taken lightly and reflects the exceptional public health circumstances
the country finds itself in.

The decision to set new deadlines is without prejudice to the decision on
whether to grant development consent.


