
Robin Budenberg, CBE re-appointed as
Chair of The Crown Estate Board

News story

On the recommendation of the Prime Minister, Robin Budenberg is re-appointed
as Chair of The Crown Estate Board.

Robin Budenberg has been re-appointed to The Crown Estate Board, by Royal
Warrant, to serve a second four-year term, effective from 1 August 2020.

Robin has brought a wealth of experience to the role, from his long advisory
career and from his previous roles as Chairman and Chief Executive of UK
Financial Investments Ltd (UKFI). In 2015, Robin was appointed CBE for
services to the taxpayer and the economy.

Further information

Appointments and re-appointments of The Crown Estate Commissioners are Crown
Appointments made on the recommendation of the Prime Minister.

Non-Executive appointments are made in line with the Governance Code on
Public Appointments and regulated by the Commissioner for Public
Appointments.

All appointments are made on merit and political activity plays no part in
the selection process. However, in accordance with the original Nolan
recommendations, there is a requirement for appointees’ political activity
(if any declared) to be made public. Robin Budenberg has confirmed that he
has not engaged in any political activity in the last 5 years.

Published 3 July 2020
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Local Government Association annual
conference 2020: Minister for Regional
Growth and Local Government’s speech

Thank you, Izzi, for that warm introduction and to all those of you have
joined us virtually this year for an LGA conference like no other.

Thank you for bringing us together under these extraordinary circumstances.

As you know, it’s my first LGA conference as the Minister for Local
Government and Regional Growth, having taken office in February.

I am addressing you today humbled by the tireless efforts of every tier of
local government in responding to, and tackling, coronavirus…

From parish, town, district, city and county councils…

To local resilience forums, the Metro Mayors and the LGA.

We stand at the beginning of the greatest task of national reconstruction
since 1945.

But there are already many achievements for our sector to point to.

Achievements born of crisis…

Conceived at speed…

And delivered in the absence of any precedent, from any time.

You have housed over 15,000 people in desperate need, including rough
sleepers.

You have helped over 800,000 businesses to stay afloat through the provision
well over £10 billion of Business Grant Funds.

You have helped to deliver countless items of PPE.

And you have helped our high streets and public services to withstand the
worst effects of the virus.

When the history of these events is written, you will be able to say: “We did
this. We made this possible.”

And I want to take this chance at the outset of my remarks to pay tribute to
every frontline worker in local government – the carers, teachers, social
workers, emergency planners, refuse collectors and so many others who have
worked selflessly and relentlessly during the course of this pandemic.

It’s been a phenomenal effort for which I, and the whole of the government,
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says a sincere thank you.

I would also like to thank the Economic Recovery Group who have worked
closely with me and my Department over the last few weeks.

Your honest and frank assessments of the situation on the ground have been
invaluable in developing policy and helping move the country into this new
phase focused on recovery.

So where do we go next?

I know this has been one of the most challenging times for local government
in living memory.

And you have rightly raised serious concerns about funding for the sector, in
the face of shrinking incomes and the costs of this crisis.

The government is listening and we are acting.

During the spring of course, we deployed £3.2 billion in extraordinary grant
funding, with a further £600 million for care homes.

And we expect this financial support to now go much further than first
envisaged as we bring in separate packages to tackle income pressures.

As the Secretary of State set out yesterday, we are now making £500 million
of new funds available to help with immediate constraints while also
introducing a new scheme to cover your lost income from sales, fees and
charges, including things like car parking fees and leisure service charges.

The package announced yesterday seeks to address some of the severe financial
challenges this pandemic has created, while shielding you from the worst
losses.

And I say this to every council leader, and every chief executive.

Do not worry in silence.

If the pressures you are facing threaten to become unmanageable, come to my
Department and we will discuss constructive next steps.

We want to deliver a wider reset for the sector’s finances, so that we can
focus on the task in hand.

Moving from the immediate response to a more forward-looking and robust
strategy for enhanced economic growth.

We heard about this from the Prime Minister on Tuesday.

And it is local government that will lead on containing outbreaks and helping
communities to stay alert during this time.

The current situation in Leicester demonstrates the need for us to remain
vigilant and ensure every area has a united approach that includes LRFs,



active policing and clear communication between councils over geographic
boundaries.

I’m pleased that upper tier authorities are now able to access postcode-level
testing data – I know that more is needed, and we will work tirelessly with
you across government to achieve this.

We want to do everything we can to support the upper tier as they put in
place robust outbreak control plans…

Plans which allow for the effective monitoring of data with the support of
Public Health England and the Joint Biosecurity Centre.

We must be ready and prepared for more outbreaks even though we hope they
won’t be on the same size and scale as that seen in Leicester, on most
occasions. We have a responsibility to ensure that you, the local tier, have
the resources and funding to do this effectively while supporting our economy
and society to reopen in a phased and safe manner.

That is our shared challenge ahead – helping communities to stay alert while
also ensuring our high streets, our town centres, and our hard-hit businesses
can get back on their feet.

Economic recovery
In that regard, I want to place particular focus on our towns and our coastal
communities…

Including many places that have felt – with good reason – that they have
failed to share the benefits of the growth experienced in other parts of the
UK. I come from one of them.

This government has made a solemn pledge to these communities.

And we will not let them down.

They are proud places, steeped in economic and cultural history, that hold
the key to a brighter future for us all.

And of course we’ve seen them at the forefront of our national response to
coronavirus, showing great adaptability and resilience to keep local
economies afloat.

Central government is committed to doing whatever it takes to help these
communities to bounce back.

That’s why we introduced the £50 million Reopening High Streets Safely Fund
to help councils implement a range of practical safety measures including new
signs, street markings, and temporary barriers to help businesses to trade
safely.

In addition, we launched the High Street Task Force to provide local places –
councils, businesses and community leaders – with the expert advice, training



and guidance they need to open their doors once again.

And, with the worst of this pandemic now behind us, we will be able to renew
our work on breathing new life into towns and communities through the £3.6
billion Towns Fund.

That means announcing the successful applicants to the Future High Streets
Fund in the autumn while also seeing the first tranche of the 100 Town Deals
over the line this year.

By the 31st of this month, all Town Investment Plans for the first cohort of
communities will have been submitted, and we will be working at speed over
the summer to agree Heads of Terms from the end of September.

Once these are in place, towns will have up to 12 months to develop their
projects in detail.

I know that a lot of councils will want to move even more quickly than that…

And, in government, we hope to release some of these game-changing
investments – up to £25 million in each community – within the year of the
Heads of Terms being agreed.

We have also set the deadlines for Cohort 2 towns to submit their TIPs as the
31 October and, for Cohort 3, 31 March next year.

Ensuring that every town has the time it needs to develop in-depth proposals
which fully consider the assets and opportunities for each area.

There is no disadvantage to being placed in any of those tiers: the most
important thing clearly is that we get the resultant deals right.

I know that for many councils, there isn’t a second to lose in bringing this
regenerative investment to the businesses and communities that are waiting
for it.

Therefore, we will also allocate £96 million to accelerate investment in
towns over the coming months.

This will provide all places selected for town deals with between £500,000 –
£1 million to spend on things like improving parks, high streets, and
transport.

I do not for one moment underestimate the scale of the investment required to
bring the world’s fifth largest economy roaring back into life after months
of enforced hibernation.

The £5 billion ‘New Deal’ stimulus package announced this week by the Prime
Minister will of course be the lodestar of this national recovery.

And I am looking forward to working with you over the coming weeks to ensure
that our communities feel the full benefits from the ‘Getting Building’ fund
and the £900 million investment in our infrastructure…



…which will enable exciting projects, ranging from a world leading zero
emissions cruise terminal in Southampton, a new Hydro Turbine in Bristol and
the regeneration of Elstree Film Studios in Hertfordshire.

ERDF visitor economy funding
It’s also imperative that we drive growth not just in our major cities but
also in our coastal and rural communities who have borne the brunt of what I
know has been a collapse in tourism.

And to help make that happen, I am today announcing £10 million of additional
government investment to boost our visitor economy, drawing down on our
remaining allocation from the EU’s Regional Development Fund as we move
beyond our exit from the European Union.

This comes in addition to over £50 million already planned, which will
support a wide range of shovel ready projects in local communities throughout
this summer.

These projects will support job creation through investment in flood defences
and transport upgrades, along with grants and advice for small businesses to
embrace digital technology and adapt to the new world we live in.

They will build on the success we’ve seen from the government’s £32 million
ERDF investments in such tourism-boosting projects across the country….

Projects like the ‘Low Carbon Lake District’ in Cumbria and the creation of a
5km low carbon trail.

And in Cornwall, this government support is improving coastal defences in
Long Rock near Penzance, protecting the Great Western rail line and the A30,
while strengthening flood defences for over 65 businesses – all important
work to protect the area and increase visitor numbers as it becomes safe to
visit.

The new funding I am announcing for businesses today will be allocated to
Growth Hubs across England, and concentrated in places where the employment
share of tourism and hospitality is especially high.

We will begin working with local partners immediately to prioritise this new
tranche of critical local growth projects so that they are ready to go live
as soon as possible, bringing jobs, investment, and financial support to the
communities that need this the most.

Levelling up
Following COVID-19, the need to level up every part of our economy has
clearly never been so great.

And to support this effort, it is important that central government ensures
you have the tools, resources, and structures to deliver for your
communities.

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-announces-10-million-for-small-businesses-to-kickstart-tourism
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-announces-10-million-for-small-businesses-to-kickstart-tourism


That means funding to help councils transform their digital offer to
residents…

Which is why, last month, I announced additional support for these kinds of
projects through my Department’s Local Digital Collaboration Unit.

Whilst I am not the most technologically sophisticated individual myself, I
am a huge believer in the power of technology to transform the way we deliver
these services for the public.

And accordingly, I would love to take this opportunity to encourage as many
councils as possible to apply for the Local Digital COVID-19 challenge, and
support a wider shift in the way services are designed and delivered.

I hope to say more about this theme for improving digital later in the
summer.

We are also pressing ahead with the rapid roll-out of gigabit-capable
broadband, while expanding our 5G testbeds so that small businesses and rural
communities are no longer held back by patchy coverage and poor download
speeds.

The Borderlands Growth Deal voucher scheme in Northumberland and Cumbria is a
great example of how we’re partnering with councils to rapidly install
gigabit-capable broadband in homes and businesses with internet speeds of
less than 30 Mbps.

It’s a model for success which I’d like to see replicated throughout every
rural part of the country.

Devolution and local government
Levelling up also encompasses a much wider and more radical re-think of the
way we support communities at a local level.

Over the past few years, this government, in lockstep with council leaders,
have commenced the most ambitious devolution agenda in over 70 years.

We have made great breakthroughs and the Parliamentary Order laid literally
just this week to unlock £900 million of investment for the Sheffield City
Region while a new devolution deal, including over £1.1 billion of investment
for West Yorkshire, was agreed and announced at Budget.

Once that new Mayor is elected in West Yorkshire, 41% of residents in England
will be served by directly elected city region mayors, who each have the
powers to stimulate job creation, build homes, improve transport and reduce
local carbon emissions. 

In the North of England, that figure rises to 63%, with strong and effective
Metro Mayors like Andy Burnham in Manchester and my friend Ben Houchen in the
Tees Valley acting as powerful ambassadors for their regions.   Well now is
the time to finish what we’ve started.

https://localdigital.gov.uk/c19-challenge/


I am delighted to confirm today that this government will be pressing ahead
with the publication of our white paper on devolution and local recovery this
autumn.

The white paper will connect local recovery with levelling up…

Providing a place-based strategy to boost regional economic performance in
every corner of the country, from the Northern Powerhouse and the Midlands
Engine to the Western Gateway and the Oxford-Cambridge Arc.

Our transformative plan will include a clear, ambitious strategy for
strengthening our local institutions…

With many more elected mayors and more unitary councils following in the
footsteps of Dorset, Buckinghamshire and Northamptonshire.

So that we can remove the complexity of governance and reduce costs to the
taxpayer while making space for town and parish councils to be genuinely
empowered.

I’m acutely aware of the vital contribution that town and parish councils
make to everyday life, whether it’s keeping public toilets open, running car
parks or maintaining natural spaces which have been a lifeline to many
throughout this time.

And I appreciate that there is a wealth of ideas to support the future of
local government, devolution and its role in our national recovery. This
includes the LGA Re-thinking Local Report and it’s only appropriate that we
take the time to consider the series of important offers and asks that it
makes of government.

More broadly my door is always open to those of you who I know will have
ideas and reflections after long service in the sector and I want to take all
of those into account.

The British state needs to become fully match-fit for the future.

I believe it’s right, as we work with you to remove the local barriers to
recovery, that we shift power from Whitehall to people on the ground who know
their areas so well, understand their priorities, and are empowered with the
mandate, levers and agency to act upon them.

That is what our white paper on devolution and local recovery will seek to
achieve, and I really do look forward to discussing it with you in more
detail later in the year.

COVID-19 has undoubtedly dealt a heavy blow to our regional economies but
it’s also underlined the reality that an overly centralised state is not, and
never will be, best placed to respond effectively to the challenges that
individual communities face.

I am not dogmatic on these issues, and we will always be led by the evidence.



Clearly, as we evolve a robust outcomes-led assessment framework will be key
to our wider strategy.

But my own experience as an MP from the devolved region gives me great
confidence that our national recovery should be founded upon our local
endeavours.

Even after the worst of COVID-19, the fundamentals of our economy remain very
strong.

We are home to the world’s most innovative businesses, illustrious
universities, dynamic entrepreneurs and scientists, exciting cities, historic
towns and villages, and renowned heritage, countryside and culture.

The months ahead will be decisive in putting our country onto a new and
accelerated growth trajectory, utilising those assets to level up and
position the UK at the forefront of the global recovery.

We will need your support, and your passion and your expertise to unleash
Britain’s potential and give everyone, in every corner of our country, the
confidence that our best days lie ahead of us.

The long and widened road: A500 work
finishes ahead of schedule

Journey times around North Staffordshire will be more reliable and shorter
thanks to the £17.5 million Highways England project to tackle traffic jams
on the road between Porthill (A5271) and Wolstanton (A527).

After 16 months work, the last line of cones were removed from the northbound
carriageway last night (Thurs) meaning there will now be three lanes of
traffic running in each direction and not two.

Since work began in February 2019 on the scheme, which was expected to finish
this autumn, there has been:

more than 175,000 working hours completed
655 metres of concrete safety barrier installed in the central
reservation – almost six times the length of Stoke City’s football pitch
380m of retaining wall metal sheets erected – which is 20 times the
height of the Oblivion rollercoaster at Alton Towers
over 40,000 tonnes of crushed stone, sand and gravel put down – the
weight of over 800 HGVs
616 people have worked on the project

With all lanes now open, the finishing touches will be added over the summer
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including the final landscaping works.

Highways England Senior Project Manager Michael Hillier said:

We are delighted to have now opened these much-needed extra lanes
which will improve safety and reduce delays for anyone using this
very busy road.

By improving journey times and easing congestion we will also
support local businesses, attracting more investment and therefore
creating more jobs. The benefits of this scheme will be enjoyed by
people for generations to come.

Roadworks do cause some disruption and we are grateful to road
users and the local community for their patience while we got this
important work done and, happily, finished ahead of schedule.

Councillor Daniel Jellyman, cabinet member for regeneration, infrastructure
and heritage at Stoke-on-Trent City Council, said:

I’m sure the vast majority of motorists in the city have been
caught in tailbacks on this particular stretch of the A500 at some
point, especially at peak times.

The widening of the road by Highways England is a big step in the
right direction and is great news for residents, commuters and
businesses. It will cut queues, reduce pollution and speed up
journey times, which will increase economic activity.

Stoke-on-Trent is a fast growing and developing city and it’s vital
we have a transport network that matches our aspirations, which is
why it’s so encouraging this scheme has been recognised and
supported at a national level.

Haulage firm boss Barry Proctor, whose business is based just off the A500 at
Talke Pits, said:

Highways England have done an excellent job on the A500, the work
has progressed quickly with very little disruption to traffic.
These extra lanes will reduce the amount of time our vehicles sit
in traffic which will be a boost to mine and many other businesses.

For the majority of the works two narrow lanes of traffic have been kept open
on the road – which carries around 85,000 vehicles a day.

Significantly reduced traffic numbers on the A500 during the coronavirus
lockdown has enabled work to be carried out on the central reservation during
the daytime rather than overnight. This has meant a longer working window to



get the scheme completed more quickly and it has reduced the noise to local
residents.

To ensure the safety of workers and road users the road was reduced to one
lane in both directions but traffic numbers were monitored and the
arrangement reviewed on a daily basis.

Other benefits of the widening scheme include:

reduction of the speed limit from 70mph to 50mph which is consistent
with the majority of the A500.
the steel central reservation barrier has been replaced with a concrete
one which helps prevents ‘cross-over’ accidents – when vehicles go onto
the opposite carriageway – and reduces the need for future maintenance
a new pedestrian and cycle path along the northbound carriageway which
will link in with cycling facilities on the city council’s new Stoke
Etruria Valley Development

To safely carry out the finishing touches and final landscaping to the
scheme, a small number of overnight closures will be required over the next
few weeks and a full weekend closure of the southbound carriageway along this
stretch from 9pm on 10 July until 5am on 13 July.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.

Court orders disqualification of
estate agent cartel director

Following a four day trial last month, Mr Michael Martin was today
disqualified by the High Court from acting as a director or being concerned
in the management of a company for 7 years. The court found that he had
contributed to a breach of competition law by his former company, which owned
and ran Gary Berryman Estate Agents in Burnham-On-Sea.

This is the first application for a competition disqualification order to
come to trial.

The case against Mr Martin followed an investigation by the Competition and
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Markets Authority (CMA) which found in 2017 that 6 estate agents in the
Burnham-on-Sea area in Somerset, with an estimated combined market share of
up to 95%, had agreed to fix a minimum commission rate of 1.5% for
residential estate agency services. The illegal cartel agreement, which
lasted for a little over a year from February 2014, meant that local
homeowners were denied the chance of getting a better deal when selling their
property.

Mr Martin was not concerned with day-to-day sales, nor did he attend any of
the meetings with the other estate agents at which the fee fixing agreement
was made. Nevertheless, Mr Martin was made aware of the cartel agreement and
took no steps to prevent or end Gary Berryman’s participation, so
contributing to the breach of competition law.

As a result, the court concluded in its judgment today that Mr Martin’s
misconduct fell below the standards of probity and competence appropriate for
persons fit to be directors of companies, making Mr Martin unfit to be
involved in the management of a company.

Mr Martin is the fourth director to be disqualified for their role in the
estate agency cartel in Burnham-on-Sea. 3 other directors gave formal
undertakings not to act as a director of a company for periods of between 3
and 5 years. Mr Martin refused to do so, and the CMA issued court proceedings
against him in February 2019.

Michael Grenfell, the CMA’s Executive Director of Enforcement, said:

Agreeing prices with competitors is one of the most serious ways in
which a company can break competition law. It keeps prices or fees
artificially high, harming individuals, businesses and the wider
economy.

Company directors have a critical responsibility to make sure their
companies don’t take part in this kind of anti-competitive
behaviour.

Today’s court order sends a clear message to company directors:
even if you are not directly involved in the breach, you can still
be held accountable for it. If you have information about a breach,
as a director you must take all reasonable steps to prevent it. If
you don’t, you risk disqualification, and the CMA will not hesitate
to take court action if needed.

Notes to Editors

Under the Company Directors Disqualification Act 1986, the CMA has the1.
power to apply to the court for an order disqualifying a director from



holding company directorships or performing certain roles in relation to
a company for a specified period if a company of which he or she is a
director has breached competition law and their conduct makes them unfit
to be a director or be involved in the management of a company. The Act
also allows the CMA to accept a disqualification undertaking from a
director instead of bringing proceedings. A disqualification undertaking
has the same legal effect as a disqualification order.
For further information on the case, see the Residential estate agency2.
services in the Burnham-on-Sea area: Director Disqualification case
page.
In April 2018, the CMA secured the disqualification of 2 directors of3.
Abbott and Frost Estate Agents Ltd in Burnham-on-Sea. Mr David Baker was
disqualified for 3.5 years and Mr Julian Frost was disqualified for 3
years.
At the same time as the CMA issued proceedings in the High Court in4.
February 2019 seeking the disqualification of Mr Martin, the CMA also
issued proceedings seeking the disqualification of Mr Graham Thompson,
formerly a director of Saxons PS Limited. The proceedings against Mr
Thompson were discontinued following the acceptance by the CMA in April
2019 of an undertaking from Mr Thompson not to act as a director of a
company for a period of 5 years.
Mr Michael Martin was a director of Gary Berryman Estate Agents Limited5.
and its parent companies, The Property Group (2010) Limited and Warne
Investments Limited.
In a separate case last month, the CMA secured the disqualification of 26.
Berkshire estate agent directors, whose companies were found to have
taken part in an illegal price fixing cartel in Wokingham, Winnersh,
Crowthorne, Bracknell and Warfield.
Today’s disqualification order brings the total number of directors7.
disqualified following a CMA investigation to 19. This total includes 1
director who was disqualified on his conviction for the criminal cartel
offence in relation to the supply of precast concrete drainage products.
The CMA is also currently seeking director disqualifications in further8.
separate proceedings before the court in relation to its supply of
precast concrete drainage products: civil investigation.
For more information on the CMA follow us on Twitter, Facebook and9.
LinkedIn. Sign up to our email alerts to receive updates on Competition
Act 1998 and civil cartels cases.
Media enquiries should be directed to press@cma.gov.uk or call 020 373810.
6460.

Defence pledges to evolve faster in
the years ahead

The ‘away day’ meeting, which brought together ministers, senior civil
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servants, and the Chiefs of the British Army, Royal Navy, Royal Air Force, UK
Strategic Command and Defence Intelligence, marks another waypoint in the
MOD’s renewed focus on the Integrated Review.

The Integrated Review will define the Government’s ambition for the UK’s role
in the world and the long-term strategic aims for our national security and
foreign policy. It will also set out the way in which the UK will be a
problem-solving and burden-sharing nation and set a strong direction for
recovery from COVID-19, at home and overseas, so that together we can “build
back better.”

The MOD is playing a central role in the review, ensuring that defence
structures and capabilities evolve to remain relevant for a security
environment characterised by constant competition between states and other
hostile actors, and increasingly demanding proactivity and versatility from
our Armed Forces.

Defence Secretary Ben Wallace said:

A post-Covid world will increase economic crisis, conflict and
competition. The threats we face come in many forms across many
continents. This week, I gathered together our service chiefs and
MOD leadership at the Tower of London to discuss the form and
capabilities we will need to deliver a modern, capable and strong
Armed Forces ready to defend the United Kingdom in the decade to
come.

Military chiefs discussed tailoring the Armed Forces’ balance of
capabilities, as well as how best to invest in people, skills, and equipment.
The MOD is determined to spend ‘smarter,’ ensuring that procurement and
infrastructure projects contribute to the UK’s economy in the most efficient
and effective ways possible.

The MOD is fully committed to its part in supporting the successful delivery
of the Government’s ambition for the Integrated Review. The Service Chiefs
are critical to achieving that goal, and the meeting is just one of many ways
in which their military expertise and experience will feed into the process.

The Integrated Review will run in parallel to the Comprehensive Spending
Review so that departments are provided with the resources they need to enact
the review’s conclusions.


