UK commits millions to helping the
world’s most vulnerable on World
Humanitarian Day

e £36 million in UK funding committed to provide emergency care
to those enduring conflict in Ukraine and Syria and food shortages in
East Africa.

e The UK continues to be a global leader supporting vulnerable people
experiencing devastating conflict, extreme weather and lasting impacts
of the pandemic.

e Tributes paid to aid workers helping to deal with unprecedented
humanitarian catastrophes, caused by global instability and exacerbated
by Putin’s invasion of Ukraine.

People whose lives have been upended by the Russian invasion of Ukraine,
drought and food shortages in East Africa, and conflict in Syria will be
among those to benefit from £36 million in UK humanitarian funding announced
today.

The announcement comes on United Nation’s World Humanitarian Day (Friday 19
August) as parts of the globe come under increasing strain from lasting
effects of the pandemic, the increasing impact of climate change,

and conflicts in Europe, Africa and the Middle East.

Local aid workers are at the forefront of the effort to alleviate the
disastrous consequences of these crises as they provide humanitarian
assistance for communities across the world. The UK's funding announcement
will support them to continue their essential work.

In Ukraine and Poland, where the majority of Ukrainians who have fled the
conflict have travelled, £15 million in UK funding will support up to 200,000
of the most vulnerable impacted by Russia’s invasion. This includes

children, older people and those with disabilities. International aid
organisation Mercy Corps will work with grassroots civil society groups to
provide emergency assistance to cover basic needs, including food, water and
sanitation, psychological support and childcare services.

In East Africa, where severe food insecurity threatens over 48 million
people, the UK has allocated an additional £14 million to the countries on
the frontline of the world’s worst humanitarian crisis. This new

spending, which will work immediately to save lives and prevent more people
experiencing famine-like conditions, includes:

e A £5 million boost to the UK Somalia programme, which is providing life-
saving health, nutrition, food security and water and sanitation
assistance to over half a million people in some of the most vulnerable
families.

e £6 million for the Ethiopia Humanitarian Fund which will provide vital


http://www.government-world.com/uk-commits-millions-to-helping-the-worlds-most-vulnerable-on-world-humanitarian-day/
http://www.government-world.com/uk-commits-millions-to-helping-the-worlds-most-vulnerable-on-world-humanitarian-day/
http://www.government-world.com/uk-commits-millions-to-helping-the-worlds-most-vulnerable-on-world-humanitarian-day/

assistance to under-funded emergencies across Ethiopia, including
drought and conflict-affected regions.

e £3 million in emergency humanitarian funding to the World Food
Programme, Sudan, helping reach approximately 120,000 vulnerable people
with food assistance.

Minister of State for South and Central Asia, North Africa, UN and the
Commonwealth and the Prime Minister’s Special Representative on Preventing
Sexual Violence in Conflict, Lord (Tariq) Ahmad of Wimbledon said:

In 2022 millions more people are now in desperate need of
humanitarian support.

UK funding is ensuring that the UN and local

partners can reach those affected by Russian aggression

in Ukraine, drought in East Africa and ongoing conflicts in Syria,
Yemen and Afghanistan. We thank those on the ground who so often
risk their own lives to help and protect them.

Britain has a proud humanitarian tradition, and we will continue to
support the most vulnerable, wherever they are.

The Russian invasion is exacerbating the world food crisis, which is hitting
the poorest hardest, particularly in East Africa. The UK and its allies have
pushed hard for the UN grain initiative and the world is watching to ensure
that Russia complies, so food continues to flow from Ukraine and feed the
hungry.

The UK is also providing £1.5 million to deploy technology to identify
whether grain sold by Russia on the world market has been stolen from
Ukraine. A package of rail support to Ukraine will also ensure grain trains
can run. Moreover, the UK is providing Ukraine with the military capability
to help protect its ports, essential for the grain deal to be a success.

Minister for Africa, Vicky Ford said:

In the Horn of Africa, around 700,000 people are experiencing
famine conditions — and in Somalia over 386,000 children are
projected to be severely malnourished and at risk of death by the
end of the year.

UK aid in east Africa is providing life-saving support to the most
vulnerable people in the hardest hit countries.

We must now bring new stakeholders to the table to strengthen our
international action towards the world’'s worst humanitarian crisis
today.

The UK is also announcing a £7 million package to support Syrian refugees who



have fled the conflict to Lebanon, delivered through the World Food
Programme. This funding will help provide more than 150,000 people with food,
water and nutrition. This is part of the UK’s pledge to provide up to £158
million earlier this year at the Brussels Pledging Conference for the Syria
Crisis, which will support food production, protect women and girls from
violence and ensure humanitarian access to the North East of Syria, where the
situation is deteriorating.

The UK is the third largest bilateral donor to the crisis in Syria, having
committed over £3.8 billion to date in our largest ever response to a single
humanitarian crisis. This includes support to the governments of Jordan,
Lebanon and Turkey to cope with the protracted refugee presence by supporting
displaced Syrians until they can return safely to Syria.

Since 2012, across Syria and the region, the UK has provided over 28.3
million food rations, over 24 million medical consultations, 6.3 million cash
grants/vouchers, 11 million relief packages and over 15.2 million vaccines.
Our aid provides life-saving support to millions of Syrians, supporting
refugees to remain in countries in the region, and enabling their host
communities to accommodate them.

The UK has consistently been one of the largest bilateral humanitarian donors
globally and have been at the forefront of driving more effective and
innovative approaches to crisis prevention, preparedness, and

response. Since 2015, the UK has reached 32.6 million people with
humanitarian aid, saving lives and alleviating suffering in places like
Syria, Ethiopia, and Afghanistan.

Now in Ukraine, the UK is working alongside trusted partners to deliver its
£220 million humanitarian pledge.

Mercy Corps Ukraine Response Director, Michael Young, said:

In Ukraine and Poland, we have partnered directly with local
organisations that know their community needs best and are working
quickly to deliver humanitarian aid.

With this funding, our partners will continue to deliver

emergency assistance and ship essential supplies such as food and
hygiene items to people affected by heavy fighting, as well as
providing reliable information on where to access basic services,
safe routes, legal rights for refugees and people displaced inside
Ukraine.

ENDS




Historical UK breweries at New
Zealand’'s biggest beer festival

World news story

10 iconic and sustainable British breweries are being featured on the GREAT
Britain stand at Beervana in Wellington.

The UK Government has returned to Beervana with 10 UK breweries.

The UK Government in New Zealand have hand selected the group of UK companies
who are being showcased on the GREAT stand at New Zealand’s premier beer
festival.

The 10 breweries featured on the stand are:

Greene King Brewery and Shepherd Neame are members of the UK’s ‘Net Zero Now’
initiative launched in July 2021. This scheme is an industry protocol and
certification standard which will help bars and pubs across Britain reach
net-zero before the national legal deadline of 2050.

Britain’'s oldest brewery, Shepherd Neame, founded in 1698 has repeatedly
pioneered sustainable brewing methods. They recycle 97% of the grain and hops
used in the brewing process and their waste management was restructured so
they could convert it into biofuel. In 2013 Shepherd Neame also invested in a
£3 million water recovery plant which enabled them to reduce their water
consumption by 40%.

British High Commissioner to New Zealand, Iona Thomas said:

The UK and New Zealand share so much — whether it’s our common
values, our passion for sport, or our shared love of beer! Beervana
is a wonderful celebration of some of the best beer in the world,
so I'm delighted that ten British breweries are taking part this
year.
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You will find them at the GREAT Britain stand where you can also
learn more about how British bars, pubs and breweries are
greenifying the industry and tackling climate change — another
important goal we share with New Zealand. Cheers!

British Consul General and Deputy Trade Commissioner Asia Pacific (Australia
and New Zealand) Louise Cantillon said:

We are delighted to be showcasing these 10 British breweries at
Beervana 2022. Beer is one of the UK’s top food and drink exports
valued at £413 million.

There are over 3,000 breweries in the UK. An impressive 441 million
kilograms of beer is exported from the UK around the world each
year.

Through the UK-New Zealand Free Trade Agreement we will strengthen
opportunities to export high-quality British food and drink
products so they can be enjoyed by even more New Zealanders.

Media contact

Bailee Dean

Public Relations and Communications Manager
UK’'s Department for International Trade
British Consulate General Sydney

bailee.dean@mobile.trade.gov.uk
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Southampton targeted for illegal waste
exports

A former company director has been fined for exporting banned household waste
from Southampton.
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The illegal cargo bound for Indonesia in 2019 included nappies, clothing,
textiles, tins and electrical items sent from a site in Worcestershire.

Tianyong Wang, of Solihull, pleaded guilty at an earlier hearing to causing
his dissolved company, Berry Polymer Ltd, to export the waste. Shipping
documents described the waste as plastic, which can be exported to Indonesia
for recycling.

Howard McCann, prosecuting for the Environment Agency, told Kidderminster
magistrates that between 27 June and 5 July 2019, Wang had caused his company
to export some 382 tonnes of household waste in 22 sea containers from its
site in Droitwich via Southampton and Felixstowe, including 17 from the south
coast port.

The waste included 1,590 nappies and sanitary items, 1,338 electrical items
and 33,639 tins and cans.

Other contaminants found in searches by investigators from the Environment
Agency were items of clothing, textiles and rags, unopened plastic bags,
glass, wood, golf balls, toys, a used toilet brush and food and drink
cartons.

Mr McCann told the court Wang was the sole director of Berry Polymer, which
has since been dissolved.

Wang had agreed to sell 500 tonnes of plastic bottle waste to a broker at
£270 per tonne. A purchase order confirmed the load site of the waste as
‘Berry Polymer Ltd, 20 The Furlong, Droitwich WR9 9AH’. Berry Polymer
invoiced the broker £103,210.20 for 382.26 tonnes of ‘plastic bottles’.

The offence was discovered on 4 July 2019 by Environment Agency officers who
conducted initial inspections of some of the 22 containers sent to
Southampton and Felixstowe.

The inspections recorded significant evidence of contamination, flies and, in
some containers, a rotting decomposing smell.

The containers were deemed unfit for export at that stage and prevented from
onward shipment to Indonesia.

Five of the containers were transported to the Environment Agency’s
inspection facility at Felixstowe for full examination. One of the bales was
so badly contaminated, it made an officer physically sick.

All the containers were returned to the site in Droitwich for reprocessing.

Wang told the Environment Agency the material supplied was not as described
because his company’s usual bale-inspection had either not happened or was
sub-standard.

In sentencing, district judge Ian Strongman said this was a ‘blunder’ by Wang
that cost him his business and his reputation.



Sham Singh, a senior investigating officer for the Environment Agency, said:

This prosecution sends out a strong message we will investigate
and, where necessary, prosecute anyone found to be involved in
exporting waste illegally.

Waste crime can have a serious environmental impact and puts
communities at risk. It undermines legitimate business and the
investment and economic growth that go with it.

We support businesses operating within the law by stopping the
illegal waste exports.

At Kidderminster magistrates’ court on 10 August, Tianyong Wang, 43, of
Welcombe Grove, Solihull, was fined £1,200 and ordered to pay costs of
£10,000.

He was charged with breaching regulation 55(1) of the Transfrontier Shipment
of Waste Regulations 2007, by causing Berry Polymer Ltd to transport 22
containers of waste collected from households to Indonesia illegally between
27 June and 5 July 2019. This was contrary to regulation 23 of the
Transfrontier Shipment of Waste Regulations 2007.

If anyone suspects a company is doing something wrong, please contact the
Environment Agency on 0800 80 70 60 or Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

COP26 Regional Ambassador 0’Flaherty
travels to Guatemala

World news story

UK Government’s Regional Ambassador for Asia/ Pacific, Caribbean and Small
Island Developing States, Ken O’'Flaherty, will visit Guatemala on 19 August.
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Ambassador 0’'Flaherty is including Guatemala in a global tour to several
countries vulnerable to climate change as part of the UK’'s vigorous
diplomatic efforts to follow up on the commitments of the Glasgow Climate
Pact, achieved last year at COP26 in Scotland.

The Regional Ambassador will focus on helping meaningfully efforts to build
resilience to climate change, to curb greenhouse gas emissions and to provide
the necessary finance for both.

The Ambassador will stress the importance of reducing the gap between
existing emission reduction plans and what is required to reduce emissions,
such as Guatemala’s commitments to tackle deforestation and promote the use
of renewable energies. He will also discuss the importance for Guatemala to
support initiatives to phase down unabated coal power and inefficient
subsidies for fossil fuels.

For that purpose, the Regional Ambassador will meet with senior
representatives of the Ministry of Environment, Ministry of Energy and the
National Council of Protected Areas. He will also learn about private sector
efforts to promote sustainable development, and other active projects being
implemented in Guatemala by environmental organizations.

During his trip, the Regional Ambassador will also highlight the need for
nations to reaffirm their duty to comply with contributing 100 billion
dollars annually from developed to developing countries. The UK has already
committed US$20 million through its Biodiverse Landscapes Fund, which will
help Guatemala, Honduras, ELl Salvador and Belize cope with the impacts of
climate change, reduce poverty and protect biodiversity in environmentally
rich areas of Mesoamerica.

The 26th Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC), COP26 took place November 1-12, 2021, in Glasgow,
UK. The UK holds the Presidency until COP27 in Egypt later this year and will
aim to ensure promises on emission reductions are fulfilled to keep 1.5C
alive; commitments on adaptation and loss and damage are honoured;
commitments to get finance flowing are kept and that its inclusive Presidency
continues.
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More foreign criminals and illegal
migrants removed

News story
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Renewed focus on removals is fulfilling the government’s commitment to keep
the British public safe and tackle illegal migration.

The Home Secretary has sent out an urgent warning today (Thursday 18 August)
to dangerous foreign criminals and immigration offenders in the UK that the
government will not rest until they are removed and our streets are made
safer.

The vow comes as new statistics show the Home Office has removed 1,741
foreign national offenders (FNO) from the UK since the start of 2022,
including 487 Albanian FNOs. Almost 1,000 Albanians in total (FNOs and
immigration offenders) have been returned.

The renewed focus on removals, part of the New Plan for Immigration, is
fulfilling the government’s commitment to keep the British public safe and
tackle illegal migration.

Yesterday (Wednesday 17 August) the Home Secretary agreed a landmark deal
with Pakistan, to remove Pakistani nationals with no legal right to remain in
the UK, including criminals, failed asylum seekers and immigration offenders.

Home Secretary Priti Patel said:

This work shows we will stop at nothing to remove those with no
right to be here and I am proud that we have removed almost 1,000
Albanian foreign national offenders and immigration offenders this
year so far, including some who crossed the Channel illegally to
come to the UK.

I want to be crystal clear though that this is just the beginning.
I have tasked Home Office teams to renew their pursuit of dangerous
criminals who devastate lives and communities and leave their
victims and families to pick up the pieces. They must be swiftly
removed so we can make our streets safer.

The British public rightly expect us to crack down hard on those
abusing the system which is why our new Nationality and Borders Act
will help end the cycle of last-minute claims and appeals that can
delay removals.



Today, Home Office statistics show:

e the UK has removed 1,741 foreign national offenders since January 1,
2022

e 487 FNOs removed to Albania, including individuals convicted of rape,
sexual offences, indecent assault of a minor, death by dangerous
driving, facilitating illegal entry to the UK, trafficking, kidnap,
robbery, carrying weapons, dealing Class A drugs, violence and burglary

e the 487 criminals had 606 convictions between them

e in July 2022, 243 foreign national offenders were removed from the UK on
both charter and scheduled flights

Albanian foreign national offenders returned this year include:

e an individual sentenced to 18 years for Class A (cocaine) drug supply
worth more than £2 million, was returned on a charter flight in June

e an individual sentenced to 20 years’ imprisonment for intent to supply
Class A drugs, was returned on a charter flight in July

e an individual sentenced to three years’ imprisonment for attempting to
engage in sexual communication with a child and to meet a child
following grooming, was returned on a charter flight in June

The UK also removed immigration offenders and illegal migrants who had
entered the UK clandestinely — via small boats or hidden in lorries.

Immigration offenders and illegal migrants removed this year include:

e an individual first encountered in June 2022 following his arrest on
suspicion of driving with excess drugs. He claimed to have entered the
UK in the back of a lorry in 2021 but did not make himself known to
authorities. The individual was detained for removal to Albania and
agreed voluntarily to return in July 2022.

e an individual first encountered in July 2022 after arriving via a small
boat crossing the Channel. He claimed to have come the UK for economic
reasons.

e an individual who entered the UK concealed in a lorry in 2015. The
person made no claims to the Home Office. He was encountered and
detained on 23 April 2022. He returned voluntarily on a charter flight
in May after 12 days in detention.

The individuals were removed via charter or scheduled returns.
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