Leaders will build on Glasgow legacy
to establish Forests & Climate
Leaders’ Partnership at COP27

e The COP26 Presidency is inviting world leaders to come together at COP27
to establish a new Partnership, which will accelerate implementation of
the unprecedented commitment made at COP26 by over 140 countries to halt
and reverse forest loss and land degradation, while delivering
sustainable development and promoting an inclusive rural transformation

e The new Partnership will unite action by government, business and
community leaders, and shine a spotlight on global progress at COP27 and
every year up to 2030

e President Ali Bongo of Gabon, US Special Presidential Envoy for Climate
John Kerry and COP26 President Alok Sharma among those to call for the
Partnership at the UN General Assembly today, building on commitments
made at COP26

COP26 President Alok Sharma is calling on world leaders to join the launch of
the Forests and Climate Leaders’ Partnership at COP27, to scale up action to
protect, conserve and restore the world’s forests while delivering
sustainable development and promoting an inclusive rural transformation. He
is also calling on future COP Presidencies to join the UK in maintaining
momentum on forests year on year.

Participating countries will meet annually to enhance collective efforts to
maximise the contribution of forests and sustainable land use to global and
national climate goals.

With the first meeting of the Forests and Climate Leaders’ Partnership taking
place at COP27 in Egypt this November, member countries representing a range
of regions, forest areas, and economic and financial centres will focus their
combined support on transformational areas of action. These include
cooperation related to high integrity carbon markets for forests, building
robust forest economies that contribute to a net-zero world, securing and
protecting applicable forest tenure rights of Indigenous Peoples and Local
Communities, and scaling efforts to conserve and sustainably manage high
integrity forests.

Members will work closely with the private sector, civil society and
community leaders to implement and rapidly scale up solutions on
deforestation, reforestation and sustainable forest and land use management,
that reflect each members’ national context and priorities as well as the
urgency of the global climate crisis.

At COP26 in Glasgow, more than 140 Heads of State from countries with over
90% of the world’s forests committed to work together to halt and reverse
forest loss and land degradation by 2030 while delivering sustainable
development and promoting an inclusive rural transformation.
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These actions are fundamental to adapting to climate change and have the
potential to deliver up to 10% of the emissions reductions needed to achieve
the goals of the Paris Agreement, while securing global biodiversity,
economic prosperity and food supplies.

This was backed by over $19.2 billion in public and private funds, and
ground-breaking commitments to shift global systems of production, supply
chains, finance and land tenure in favour of forests and forest-dependent
people.

The Forests & Climate Leaders’ Partnership (FCLP) will offer a way to enhance
cooperation on delivery of these commitments, to scale ambition and to find
innovative solutions to ongoing problems. By joining, countries are
committing to lead by example in the implementation of their national goals
and striving to be more ambitious over time. They are also committing to work
together to advance global forests and climate efforts, and to meet annually
to take stock of progress.

Every member country will commit to play a leadership role to drive forward
at least one of the FCLP’s action areas, which include:

e scaling up sustainable land use enterprises, forest positive economies
and supply chains;

e supporting Indigenous Peoples’ and local communities’ initiatives and
applicable tenure rights; and

e mobilising forest-positive public and private finance.

At the inaugural meeting at COP27, member countries will take stock of
progress since COP26 and discuss key insights, successes, challenges and
priorities for future collaboration. The meeting will include a public event
at which member countries will speak alongside business and community leaders
to highlight the most ambitious commitments and the strongest examples of
progress since COP26.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau of Canada, said:

“There is no path to fighting climate change and building a healthy future
that does not involve forests. At home, Canada is working in partnership with
Indigenous communities, while taking historic steps like our commitment to
plant 2 billion trees over the coming decade. To bring this work to the world
stage, we are pleased to be joining the Forests and Climate Leaders’
Partnership. Together, we can maximize the role of forests in the fight
against climate change and in our shared work to build a bright future.”

President Ali Bongo Ondimba of Gabon, said:

“Gabon is proud to be part of the Forest and Climate Leaders’ Partnership. As
a climate pioneer, net absorbing over 100 million tons of C02 every year into
our forests, Gabon has already achieved and indeed exceeded the Paris
objective of carbon neutrality. We have achieved this through development
solutions that build a forest positive economy and provide employment,
thereby giving our forests true value and ensuring that they remain standing.



For these climate services to be maintained, we need to dramatically scale up
action and investment, to deliver for people, for our climate and for our
forests. The Partnership provides us with a forum to address these major
challenges and enact real change before it is too late.”

President Mohamed Irfaan Ali of Guyana, said:

“Ambition to protect the world’s forests has never been in short supply in
forest communities and countries. What has been missing is the means to
realise that ambition. The FCLP can rapidly change this situation — by
bringing Heads of Government together to focus on practical solutions. Guyana
will play its part in highlighting leadership from forest communities and
countries. We will put forward solutions that we know can work because of our
own experience. The world’s people do not need more talk, they need action
that converts ambition into results, and I hope the FCLP will be the platform
to achieve this.”

Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Stegre of Norway, said:

“We will not reach the goals of the Paris Agreement without halting and
reversing forest loss and land degradation by 2030. Achieving this will
require unprecedented leadership and collaboration from governments,
business, civil society and indigenous peoples. Norway joins the Forest and
Climate Leaders’ Partnership committed to work together with tropical forest
countries and other like minded countries in pursuit of this goal.”

Alok Sharma, COP26 President, said:

“I'm proud to be calling for this important Partnership today. Forests are a
precious resource that support sustainable livelihoods and act as the lungs
of the world. At COP26 we saw incredible ambition with more than 140
countries committing to halt and reverse forest loss by 2030. This
partnership is a critical next step to collectively deliver on this promise
and help keep the goal of limiting global warming to 1.5C alive.”

John Kerry, U.S. Special Presidential Envoy for Climate, said:

“We know forests are a fundamental component of the solution set we need to
deploy if we are to avoid the most catastrophic impacts of climate change.
The FCLP provides us with a new opportunity to spur even greater action to
addressing our shared challenges with committed partners, and to holding
ourselves accountable for meeting our commitments.”

Gustavo Manrique Miranda, Minister of the Environment and Water, Ecuador,
said:

“This alliance is an opportunity to implement solutions that reduce
deforestation, that increase forest restoration and strengthen the
livelihoods of people living in forest areas. Ecuador understands that we
must act strategically in our forests at the local and global levels”.

Sung-hyun Nam, Minister for Korea Forest Service, Republic of Korea, said:



“I believe that the FCLP will become a significant global partnership that
calls on countries to help to address forest and land use issues as well as
climate change with robust political support. Therefore, we, at the ROK,
would like to take the opportunity to join the FCLP. Also, as a founding
member, Korea will actively participate in activities of the partnership, and
join forces with the global community to support forest restoration of
developing countries using Korea’'s know-hows and experience.”

-ENDS-

Foreign Secretary trilateral meeting
with Poland and Ukraine

Press release

Readout from Foreign Secretary James Cleverly’s trilateral meeting with his
Polish and Ukrainian counterparts at UNGA tonight.

A spokesperson from the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office said:

The Foreign Secretary James Cleverly held his first trilateral
meeting in his role with Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba
and Polish Foreign Minister Zbigniew Rau at the UN’'s General
Assembly in New York on Wednesday, September 21, 2022, to underline
the importance of working together to counter Russian aggression.
He stressed that UK support to Ukraine is steadfast and that we
will continue to work with Poland in assisting the Ukrainians’
fight for freedom.

Mr Cleverly recognised Poland’s huge contribution and the
extraordinary welcome the country has shown to millions of
Ukrainian refugees. He said that Ukraine’s territorial
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gains highlighted how we must all redouble our efforts to
provide military, economic and diplomatic support for Ukraine.

The Foreign Ministers discussed the UK-Poland-Ukrainian Joint
Commission to support Ukraine’s defence and security and uphold our
shared values of freedom and democracy. They also spoke on the
work and investment required to rebuild Ukraine’s infrastructure
and economy.

Following the Russian President’s latest address, the three agreed
on the importance of standing united in condemning the Russian
government’s reprehensible actions and supporting Ukraine to defend
its territorial sovereignty.
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PM meeting with President Joe Biden:
21 September 2022

Press release

The Prime Minister met US President Joe Biden at the UN General Assembly in
New York today.
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The Prime Minister met US President Joe Biden at the UN General Assembly in
New York today.

The leaders condemned Putin’s recent belligerent statements on Ukraine. They
agreed his actions highlight the need for allies to continue their economic
and military support to Ukraine. The Prime Minister updated President Biden
on her recent announcement that the UK will recommit to at least the same
level of defensive support for Ukraine next year.
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Both leaders discussed the increased threat posed by autocracies to our
values and the international system. The Prime Minister updated President
Biden on the UK’s plans to update the Integrated Review to ensure the UK is
fully equipped to tackle the evolving challenge from countries like China and
Russia.

The leaders stressed the need to end over-reliance on authoritarian states in
terms of our energy, technology and manufacturing supply chains.

They agreed to redouble bilateral efforts to reduce energy dependence on
Russia and to increase the amount of renewable and other forms of energy
flowing from democratic states. Both leaders reiterated their commitment to
reaching Net Zero, and the UK outlined the UK’'s plans to be a net energy
exporter by 2040, in large part thanks to renewable energy.

The Prime Minister and President Biden also discussed a number of global
challenges which the UK and US are working closely together to resolve,
including efforts to prevent Iran from acquiring a nuclear weapon.

On the Northern Ireland Protocol, the Prime Minister and President Biden both
agreed that the priority must be protecting the Belfast (Good Friday)
Agreement and preserving the gains of peace in Northern Ireland.
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PM meeting with Prime Minister Pravind
Jugnauth: 21 September 2022

Press release

The Prime Minister met the Prime Minister of Mauritius, Pravind Jugnauth, at
the UN General Assembly in New York.
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The Prime Minister met the Prime Minister of Mauritius, Pravind Jugnauth, at
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the UN General Assembly in New York.

The Prime Minister and Prime Minister Jugnauth welcomed recent steps to
strengthen the UK-Mauritius relationship, including through the new Security
Dialogue and Strategic Trade Partnership.

The leaders had a useful discussion about the future of the British Indian
Ocean Territory, covering the ongoing dispute over sovereignty.

They also agreed on the importance of likeminded democracies working together
to uphold freedom around the world.
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Safe return of Ukrainian prisoners of
war: Foreign Secretary’s statement

Press release

Foreign Secretary James Cleverly has issued a statement on the safe return of
Ukrainian prisoners of war.
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Foreign Secretary James Cleverly said:

I welcome the safe return of Ukrainian prisoners of war and one
civilian, including five British nationals. Prisoners of war from
other countries held by Russia-backed proxies have also been
returned. This brings to an end many months of uncertainty and
suffering, including the threat of the death penalty, for them and
their families, at the hands of Russia.

Tragically that was not the case for one of those detained and our
thoughts remain with the family of Paul Urey.
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I would like to express my gratitude to President Zelenskyy and his
team for their efforts to secure their release, and to HRH Crown
Prince of Saudi Arabia, Mohammed bin Salman and his team, for their
assistance. I continue to call on Russia to comply with
International Humanitarian Law and not exploit prisoners of war and
civilian detainees for political purposes.
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