
Tony Blair backs fusion for energy
security and climate change

Former prime minister, Sir Tony Blair, underlined his continued support for
fusion energy and its role in addressing energy security and climate change
for generations to come.

During a recent visit to UK Atomic Energy Authority (UKAEA) in Oxfordshire,
Sir Tony was briefed by fusion leaders on the progress of STEP – the UK’s
prototype fusion plant being built at West Burton, Nottinghamshire, to
demonstrate the ability to put net electricity on the grid.

Sir Tony said: “Fusion promises to be a safe, low carbon and sustainable part
of the world’s future energy supply and it is critical that we keep striving
forwards to tackle one of the greatest scientific and engineering challenges
of our time.

“It was fantastic to see and hear about the progress being made by UKAEA
today and to meet the people who are working towards making fusion energy an
environmentally responsible part of the world’s future energy mix.”

Fusion energy has the potential to provide ‘baseload’ power, complementing
renewable and other low carbon energy sources as a share of many countries’
energy portfolios.

Tony Blair Institute For Global Change has previously championed pivot-
support-programmes to harness the technology transfer from fusion to adjacent
sectors.

Ian Chapman, UKAEA CEO, said: “The UK has a huge opportunity to become a
global exporter of fusion technology, which promises to be a part of the low
carbon energy mix in the second half of the century.

“Sir Tony was very interested in discussing the work we are doing at UKAEA,
which will help address global challenges as well as create jobs and drive
economic growth in fusion-focused and adjacent fields.”

As part of the visit, Sir Tony experienced a close-up of UKAEA’s Joint
European Torus (JET) facility which produced landmark results announced
earlier this year.

He also met with scientists and engineers for a behind-the-scenes tour of
materials science and robotics facilities.
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Agreement to progress development of
new UK small modular reactors

The Nuclear Decommissioning Authority (NDA) has today announced the signing
of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Cwmni Egino to support their
development of a new small scale nuclear project in North Wales.

The MoU enables the NDA to share information and expertise around the
characteristics of its land at Trawsfynydd, to align the decommissioning
plans and site activities with the new nuclear project, and to support Cwmni
Egino with stakeholder engagement and developing socio-economic plans.

This follows the announcement earlier this year from BEIS that the NDA would
work alongside stakeholders, including Cwmni Egino, to enable engagement on
potential future nuclear developments in the UK.

The British energy security strategy published in April this year made
several new commitments to secure, clean, and affordable British energy for
the long term, including delivering new and advanced nuclear power.

Minister for Business, Energy and Corporate Responsibility, Lord Callanan,
said:

This new working relationship announced today has the potential to
greatly benefit our country’s economy and energy security. It would
ensure more homegrown energy as part of our wider mix, and
contribute to our ambition to be generating 24GW of nuclear
capacity by 2030.

But this will also be of huge benefit to the people living around
Trawsfynydd, who are set to benefit from the skilled jobs this
could create in the coming years.

NDA Chief Executive, David Peattie, said:

We are engaging with several stakeholders to explore potential uses
of our estate, using our capability and expertise to support the
Government in delivering its energy security strategy.

This is an important step, formalising our support to Cwmni Egino,
and enabling the NDA to deliver its mission to safely decommission
our sites and free up the land for future use.

The success of the project at Trawsfynydd will also benefit the
community neighbouring our North Wales site.
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The NDA is charged, on behalf of government, with cleaning up the UK’s
earliest nuclear sites safely, securely, and cost-effectively, with the aim
of benefiting local communities and the environment.

It has a history of engagement and land transfer across its estate, and
currently owns 950 hectares of designated land across 17 nuclear licensed
sites.

Cwmni Egino Chief Executive, Alan Raymant, said:

Our relationship with the NDA is critical to the successful
delivery of our vision for the development of new nuclear at
Trawsfynydd.

We’re very pleased that the MoU is now formally in place. We look
forward to working with the NDA as we continue to develop our
proposals which will bring significant benefits to local
communities, as well as help achieve energy security and net zero
targets.

Cwmni Egino is the development company established by Welsh Government in
2021 to drive future development at the Trawsfynydd site and to promote
regional economic and social regeneration.

Economy Minister Vaughan Gething said:

The MOU between Cwmni Egino and the NDA is very good news.  We
established Cwmni Egino to maximise the potential of the
Trawsfynydd site to benefit the economy of the surrounding area. 
I’m pleased to see this further step forward in the project.

The NDA site at Trawsfynydd is home to a Magnox station which is being
decommissioned by Magnox Ltd, a subsidiary of the NDA. The NDA also owns land
outside the Magnox site boundary which could be used for a new nuclear
development.

Cwmni Egino is currently developing a business proposition for the
development in Trawsfynydd, with a target for construction to start in 2027.

Any formal commitment of NDA land, or other support, would require government
approval via NDA’s sponsoring department BEIS.



Ukraine’s civilians are paying the
price for Russia’s barbaric actions:
UK statement to the OSCE

Thank you. In our statement to this Council last week, we highlighted
evidence of war crimes and instances of the unspeakable suffering and
devastation Russia has inflicted on Ukraine’s civilians. Evidence this
Council is sadly all too familiar with, following the findings of two Moscow
Mechanism reports.

Now we gather here again, not a week later, to condemn Russia’s intense
barrage of missile attacks on Kyiv and across Ukraine, including Lviv, Dnipro
and Zaporizhzhia. We are reminded once again, that Ukraine’s civilians are
paying the terrible price for Russia’s barbaric actions.

In Kyiv for the last two mornings, residents were woken to the sound of air
raids, forced to take shelter for nearly six hours in fear of their lives.
But even before the horrific attacks of yesterday, October is proving to be a
deadly month for Ukraine. From 1 to 9 October 2022, the UN High Commissioner
for Human Rights recorded 373 civilian casualties, including 97 killed.

In Kyiv, Lviv, Dnipro and Zaporizhzhia, more civilian infrastructure has been
severely impacted in the these latest attacks. There have been multiple power
blackouts, with areas cut off from water supply and communications. A
playground, a pedestrian bridge and the National Philharmonic have been hit.
Either the missiles missed their targets, or the Russian military were
intentionally targeting cultural sites and areas where children may have been
present.

Sadly, these are just the reports that have emerged so far. Over the coming
days, as the destruction left by these missile strikes becomes clearer, we
will not allow the casualties of this senseless violence to be forgotten.

Let us be clear: Russia has taken these actions in full knowledge of what
would ensue: destruction, injuries and death. This is a pattern we have seen
repeatedly from the Russian government and Russian military following their
premeditated, unprovoked invasion of Ukraine. Deliberate attacks on civilians
and civilian infrastructure are not only abhorrent, they are war crimes and a
blatant violation of international law. Russia’s behaviour continues to
directly contravene the OSCE principles we have all committed to, including
refraining from the threat or use of force, the peaceful settlement of
disputes and respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.

Once again, we call on Russia to cease the indiscriminate use of weapons
against the civilian population in civilian areas and to withdraw all Russian
troops from Ukraine now.

There can be no justification for Russia’s behaviour. We will continue to
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work with Ukraine and international partners to hold those responsible to
account. Such egregious violations of international law will not go
unanswered for.

The UK remains deeply concerned by the safety of nuclear facilities in
Ukraine, including the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant, which must be able
to operate safely. It is alarming that on Saturday the IAEA Director General,
Rafael Grossi, reported that the security situation had deteriorated further
after overnight shelling temporarily cut all external power. Zaporizhzhia
Nuclear Power Plant is on Ukrainian sovereign territory.  Russia must
immediately return any and all seized Ukrainian nuclear facilities to the
competent Ukrainian authorities.

Mr Chair, as my Foreign Secretary stated: Russia’s recent missile attacks are
a demonstration of weakness by Putin, not strength. The Ukrainian people have
shown their courage and conviction will not be suppressed. Nor will the
determination of its partners. The UK’s commitment to Ukraine and the
Ukrainian people is unwavering. Putin must end this illegal war and withdraw
Russian troops from Ukraine’s sovereign territory now.

G7 leaders to meet following Putin’s
Kyiv bombardment

Prime Minister Liz Truss will join a virtual gathering of G7 leaders and
President Zelenskyy today (Tuesday 11 October).
Meeting comes in the wake of Putin’s illegal annexation of four
Ukrainian territories and a brutal assault on Ukrainian civilians in
Kyiv and elsewhere.
The Prime Minister will ask countries to maintain biting sanctions and
call for a full meeting of NATO leaders in the coming days.

G7 leaders will meet today (Tuesday 11 October) to reiterate the unity of
opposition to Putin’s continued brutality in Ukraine.

In the last 24 hours Russia has stepped up its attacks on Ukrainian cities
like Kyiv, killing civilians and cutting off electricity and communications.
This follows Putin’s orchestration of sham referendums in an attempt to annex
four Ukrainian regions.

Today’s video call, which will also be attended by President Zelenskyy, is
the first gathering of all G7 leaders since Ukraine’s counter-offensive
started to take hold in Ukraine.

The Prime Minister will use the call to urge fellow leaders to stay the
course. She will point out that Ukraine’s military advances have been made
possible thanks to the international support they are receiving – not just in
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terms of military aid, but also humanitarian assistance and the impact of
western sanctions against Russia.

The Prime Minister is also calling for an urgent meeting of NATO leaders,
ensuring allies remain united and resolute in their opposition to Putin’s
behaviour.

Addressing fellow G7 leaders, the Prime Minister is expected to say:

The overwhelming international support for Ukraine’s struggle
stands in stark opposition to the isolation of Russia on the
international stage.

Their bravery in the face of the most brutal acts of violence has
earned the people of Ukraine global admiration.

Nobody wants peace more than Ukraine. And for our part, we must not
waver one iota in our resolve to help them win it.

Yesterday the Prime Minister spoke to President Zelenskyy to condemn the
recent attacks on Kyiv and the annexation of Ukrainian territories, and to
reiterate the UK’s support.

This year the UK has committed £2.3 billion in military support to Ukraine,
which has enabled the provision of Multiple Launch Rocket Systems, hundreds
of rockets, thousands of rounds of ammunition, crucial defence vehicles and
five air defence systems including Starstreak.

As the Ukrainian Armed Forces face a difficult winter, the UK is also
providing critical cold weather gear and other forms of non-lethal support to
bolster their resilience.

Later this week, all UN members will vote on Russia’s breach of the UN
Charter with its annexation of Donetsk, Luhansk, Kherson and Zaporizhzhia.
141 UN member states voted to condemn Putin’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine
in March, and earlier this month the majority of UN Security Council members
voted against the recent annexations.

In their call today, G7 leaders are also expected to discuss the global
energy crisis precipitated by Putin’s actions. The group is currently working
to finalise and implement an international cap on the price of Russian oil,
which will further damage Putin’s revenue stream.

The Prime Minister will point to this action as evidence of what the G7 can
do both to constrain Putin and act as an economic NATO, defending our
countries’ interests.

The Prime Minister is working with fellow leaders to increase our energy
independence and end the global reliance on malign states, such as Russia, in
our critical resources.



Environment Secretary commits to
sustainable horticulture growth

Plans to boost home grown fruit and vegetable production and drive the growth
of high-tech horticulture have been set out today by Environment Secretary
Ranil Jayawardena, as part of HM Government’s work to unleash the potential
of British farming.

Glasshouse growing, a form of Controlled Environment Horticulture, has
multiple economic, food security and sustainability benefits, but the sector
currently represents only 10% of English horticultural businesses. It means
the United Kingdom only grows 25% of the cucumbers and 17% of the tomatoes
supplied domestically, however businesses operating with this model are
already reaping benefits – from extended growing seasons, efficient water
usage and higher yields per square metre.

To kickstart efforts to grow the horticulture sector and boost domestic
production, the Environment Secretary today committed a further £12.5m
investment in automation and robotics through the Farming Innovation
Programme on top of more than £70 million spent so far on industry-led
research and development.

The fund opens in January with ‘UK Research and Innovation’ (UKRI) and will
match-fund projects that will drive economic growth, food security and
deliver on environmental commitments. Previous funded projects have included
fruit scouting robots, automated vegetable harvesters and new types of
fertiliser.

Environment Secretary Ranil Jayawardena said:

We all rely on farmers and growers every day to produce high-
quality food, and to look after our environment.

Whilst we have a high degree of food security, we can boost it
further. We can increase home-grown fruit and vegetable production,
which is why I am bringing in expert advice and match-funding
robotics and automation projects.

Technology offers huge opportunities to make farming greener and
more productive, so we should harness it to help grow the economy,
create jobs and improve food security too.
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Last week, the Environment Secretary visited the Netherlands to learn more
about high-tech greenhouse and vertical growing approaches, touring a
robotics institute and a glasshouse business which uses artificial
intelligence, robotics, renewable energy and water neutral systems to grow
produce.

He also announced he will appoint an industry expert to work with him and
colleagues across the edible and ornamental sectors to build a clearer
picture of the barriers and opportunities in Controlled Environment
Horticulture. They will provide a set of recommendations and policy
interventions that the government can implement both immediately and longer
term.

Furthermore, the Environment Secretary has written to a number of major
Controlled Environment Horticulture growers to seek the industry’s views on
how HM Government can best support its expansion and ensure government
policies best reflect industry needs.

To create a positive investment environment for the horticulture sector, HM
Government has already signalled its commitment to including industrial
horticulture in decisions on industrial energy policy and reviewing the
planning permission process to support new developments. Plans to incentivise
the sector to make use of surplus heat and CO2 from industrial processes, and
renewable sources of energy are also being considered.

As set out in the Growth Plan, HM Government will be looking at the
frameworks for regulation, innovation and investment that impact farmers and
land managers to make sure that policies are best placed to both boost food
production and protect the environment. Later this year, the Environment
Secretary will put forward details of plans on how we will increase food
security whilst strengthening the resilience and role of farmers as stewards
of the British countryside.

Defra will announce the individual appointed as the Secretary of State’s
industry expert on Controlled Environment Horticulture later this year.
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