Putin is losing on the battlefield: UK
statement to the OSCE

Thank you Mr Chair.

On 8 October, an explosion damaged the Kerch Strait Bridge. A crucial
logistics route for Russia’s militarisation of illegally annexed Crimea, the
bridge also plays a key role in moving heavy military vehicles & equipment as
well as fuels, oils and lubricants to the southern front of Putin’s illegal
invasion of Ukraine. Accordingly, substantial damage to this bridge will
almost certainly have a significant impact on Russia’s already strained
ability to sustain its forces under pressure in southern Ukraine.

In an address to his Security Council on 10 October, President Putin stated
that the intense barrage of missile attacks he had unleashed across Ukraine
was in retaliation for the attack on the Kerch Strait Bridge. He also
threatened a harsh response to any further attacks on Russian territory.

Mr Chair, I would like to be very clear on two points:

e Opened in 2018 by Putin himself, the construction of the Kerch Strait
Bridge was a violation of Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial
integrity. It is a bridge built by Russia on Ukraine'’s territory.

e Putin’s attempt to portray Monday’s barrage of missile strikes as a show
of strength in retaliation of the Kerch Bridge incident fools no one.
When Putin is losing on the battlefield, he takes the war to the
Ukrainian people instead.

Mr Chair, the appalling wave of missiles strikes which took place on 10
October targeted civilian national infrastructure across Ukraine. It appears
to have been the most extensive day of long-range strikes since the first
days of Russia’s illegal invasion and the first time since June 2022 that the
centre of Kyiv was targeted. Strikes on residential buildings, playgrounds, a
pedestrian bridge and the National Philharmonic; as well as multiple power
black outs and disruption to water supplies and communications remind us that
once again Ukraine'’s civilians are paying the terrible price for Russia’s
barbaric actions.

President Putin claimed that the strikes were carried out with precision
long-range ground, naval and air launched weapons. Such weapons in Russia’s
arsenal include Iskander, Kalibr, and the Kh-101, all of which claim
accuracies of under 50m and some as low as 2m. So, there are only a few
possibilities as to why so much civilian infrastructure was struck, either:
Russia severely overestimates its precision strike capability; Russian
military planners were grossly incompetent in their targeting; or the Russian
military deliberately conducted premeditated attacks targeting residential
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buildings, cultural sites and areas where children may have been present.

Russia took these actions in full knowledge of what would ensue: destruction,
injuries and death. Such attacks on civilians and civilian infrastructure are
not only abhorrent; they are war crimes and a blatant violation of
international law.

Mr Chair, we and others have repeatedly called on Belarus to stop supporting
Russian aggression, including allowing Russia to use Belarusian airspace to
launch stand-off airstrikes and Iranian UAVs against Ukraine. Lukashenko’s
announcement on Monday that a regional military group will deploy to Belarus’
borders in response to a contrived threat does nothing but further stoke
instability in the region. Since 24 February, it has been overwhelmingly
clear to the world from which side of the Belarusian/Ukrainian border the
threat is emanating and it is not Ukraine.

Mr Chair, the announced deployment of Russian and Belarusian forces into a
joint military task force is yet another manufactured distraction from
Putin’s faltering invasion: more defeats in the east; more defeats in the
south; more Generals sacked; more demoralised troops; more discontent amongst
the Russian population; and more critique from Russia’s elites.

The miscalculations continue to mount. Putin and the Russian military
leadership have consistently underestimated the will, determination and
courage of the Ukrainian military and civilians to defend their homeland from
a brutal and barbaric invader. They continue to fail to understand that every
horrendous attack strengthens the Ukrainian resolve and that of its friends,
like the UK, who remain steadfast in our support — for however long it takes
— to ensure that the sovereignty, territorial integrity, and the independence
of Ukraine is fully restored.

Thank you.

Appointment of Suffragan Bishop of
Beverley: 12 October 2022

Press release

Her Late Majesty The Queen approved the nomination of The Reverend Canon
Stephen Race to the Suffragan See of Beverley, in the Diocese of York.
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Her Late Majesty The Queen approved the nomination of The Reverend Canon
Stephen Race, Incumbent of the Benefice of Central Barnsley and Area Dean of
Barnsley, in the Diocese of Leeds, to the Suffragan See of Beverley, in the
Diocese of York, in succession to The Right Reverend Glyn Webster following
his retirement.

Background

Stephen was educated at St Hild and St Bede College, Durham. He trained for
ministry at St Stephen’s House, Oxford, and was ordained Priest in 2003.

Stephen served his title at St Mary’'s Wigton, in the Diocese of Carlisle, and
in 2005 he was appointed Vicar of St John the Baptist, Dodworth, in the
Diocese of Wakefield. He was additionally appointed Diocesan Director of
Ordinands (DDO) in 2008 for the Diocese of Wakefield (and subsequently the
Diocese of Leeds), having served as Assistant DDO from 2005.

Stephen was appointed Priest-in-Charge of St Mary'’s Barnsley in 2014, and
additionally Priest-in-Charge of St Edward the Confessor Barnsley and St
Thomas Gawber in 2017. Following this, he was licensed as Priest in Charge of
St George'’s Barnsley in 2018 and with the pastoral reorganisations completed,
he was licensed as Incumbent of the Benefice of Central Barnsley in 2019.
Stephen has served as Area Dean of Barnsley since 2009 and has been an
Honorary Canon of Wakefield Cathedral since 2011.
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Air and water quality advice now
available to all farmers in England

Farmers across England are now able to benefit from the advice of Catchment
Sensitive Farming (CSF) advisers following the expansion of the programme.

Local Catchment Sensitive Farming advisers provide confidential on-farm
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support and advice across the farming community to encourage uptake of new
and existing agricultural schemes and help farmers comply with regulation to
deliver environmental gains.

Since 2006, 24,000 farms have benefited from CSF advice, helping farmers take
more than 80,000 positive actions to reduce pollution. Reductions in
agricultural pollutants include nitrogen levels, which are down 4%,
phosphorus levels, which have decreased by 8%, and a 12% reduction in
sediment.

Jen Almond, Director of National Operations at Natural England, said:

We are rolling out Catchment Sensitive Farming advice to all
farmers in England to help them produce food in a way that protects
our water, air and soil whilst minimising losses and maximising
efficiencies.

Our advisers provide valuable advice on agricultural transition
schemes and grants, natural flood management, and how sustainable
farming practices can deliver the greatest environmental gains
across the whole country.

CSF is led by Natural England, in partnership with Defra and the Environment
Agency. Advisers offer a range of support including signposting to relevant
sources of advice, offering one-to-one tailored advice, including a visit
from an agricultural specialist, or running group training and on-farm
events.

Advice on rainwater harvesting is just one of the ways CSF advisers are
supporting farmers. They can provide information on the grants available,
potential cost savings and benefits to crop yields.

A survey of farmers who had contact with a CSF adviser early this year found
that 83% of farmers who had contact with their CSF Adviser agreed they were a
person whose advice they could trust.

CSF also works in partnership with a range of organisations including water
companies, local authorities, trade bodies and environmental organisations.
Their work has included part-funding advisers and tools to reach more
farmers, enabling them to increase the resilience of their farm businesses
whilst achieving the greatest environmental gains.

Further information and details on how to speak to local advisers can be
found on gov.uk.



https://www.gov.uk/guidance/catchment-sensitive-farming-reduce-agricultural-water-pollution

New National Sci | Technol

Council established

News story

New National Science and Technology Council established to deliver UK
strategic advantage through science and technology.
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A new National Science and Technology Council (NSTC) has been established
with responsibility for driving an ambitious UK science and technology
strategy.

The NSTC will double down its efforts to create a UK science and technology
system that will be a sustained engine for future economic growth, prosperity
and security.

The NSTC will be chaired by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, with the
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster as deputy chair. It will deliver a plan
to harness science and technology to support economic growth and the UK's
position on the geopolitical stage, sending a clear signal to the sector
about the government’s priorities in this area.

Published 12 October 2022

UK Government Minister for Scotland
visits Iceland to build trade links
and discuss climate change goals

UK Government Minister for Scotland Malcolm Offord arrives in Iceland today
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[Wednesday 12 October] on a two-day visit to speak at the Arctic Circle
Assembly in Reykjavik, discuss common climate change goals and build trade
links.

Representing the UK as one of more than 60 countries participating in the
largest annual Arctic gathering, Minister Offord will give the UK address at
the Assembly.

He’ll discuss the UK Government’s post-Brexit renewed Arctic Policy
Framework, which is due to be published later this year, setting out the UK’s
commitment to shared interests in science, environment, climate change and
commerce.

Ahead of his visit, Minister Offord said:

The Arctic is warming four times faster than the rest of the planet
and this has profound implications for the UK, in terms of our
weather, our environment and our security. We must therefore take
action domestically. By reducing our own emissions and showing
global leadership, we can encourage others around the world to join
the effort.

Scotland and Iceland have strong economic, academic and cultural
links, and we greatly value these important ties. In particular,
I'm keen to promote Scotland’s vital role within the United Kingdom
and globally in terms of trade, energy and innovation.

Building our relationship with the Nordic countries — including
Iceland — will bring direct benefit to Scottish business and to
communities right across the UK.

Minister Offord will meet with other UK delegates from Orkney Islands Council
as well as with counterparts from Iceland, Canada, the Faroe Islands, Norway
and India, and hold discussions with Icelandic parliamentarians around
Scotland’s offshore wind sector and the huge part it plays in the UK
Government’s bold 2050 Net Zero targets

As well as having shared environmental goals, the UK and Iceland are
significant commerce partners, with trade between the two countries worth
around £1.1 billion in the year to March 2022. Scotland exported goods worth
£31m to Iceland in 2021.

Icelandic companies have a number of high-tech and asset investments in the
UK, and the University of Edinburgh offers a popular foundation course in
Icelandic. In addition, both Scotland and Iceland have strong fishing and
fish processing industries and tourism between the two countries is bolstered
by direct Reykjavik-Glasgow flights.

As well as attending the Assembly, Minister Offord will visit a number of
Icelandic businesses to strengthen links in sectors where the UK Government
is investing at home, with the focus on growth in Scotland.



He’'ll tour biotech company Orf Genetics and associated plant-based skincare
firm BioEffect. There are parallels between Orf’s work in producing barley-
based proteins and the research to be undertaken at the International Barley
Hub at Dundee’s James Hutton Institute, funded by £20m in UK Government
investment and £15m from the Scottish Government through the Tay Cities Deal.

The minister will also visit Iceland’s biggest gaming company, CCP Games in
Reykjavik, who are keen to establish relationships with industry partners in
the UK. He’ll discuss potential links in Dundee, regarded as a centre of
gaming excellence in Europe due to Abertay University’s renowned game design
degree and the 4000-seater Esports area due for completion in 2024/25. The UK
Government announced £8million of funding in February this year for the
Dundee-based UK Games Fund that will encourage skills in the sector, nurture
talent and give increased support to entrepreneurial young developers.



