
Foreign Secretary statement: UN
General Assembly vote on Ukraine

Press release

Foreign Secretary James Cleverly has said today’s vote on Ukraine at the UN
General Assembly shows that Putin stands alone on the international stage.

The Foreign Secretary, James Cleverly, said:

Today’s UN General Assembly vote is a powerful demonstration of the
international community’s widespread condemnation of Russia’s
outrageous, illegal attempts to annex the Ukrainian regions of
Donetsk, Luhansk, Kherson and Zaporizhzhia.

This is an important show of international unity against an
aggressor that seeks to destabilise the international norms that
protect us all. In the face of President Putin’s unprovoked
aggression, 143 nations across the globe have come together in
defence of the UN Charter and in solidarity with Ukraine.

The vote is indisputable evidence of what we have known for some
time – Putin stands alone on the international stage and his
actions are driving his country further into self-inflicted
isolation.
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The undeniable link between climate,
nature, peace and security in Africa

Thank you Mr. President, and let me thank all our briefers for their
presentations today.

The United Kingdom sees an undeniable link between climate, nature, peace and
security in Africa – and around the world. We were the first to bring climate
security to this Council in 2007, and we hosted the first leader level debate
in 2019. So we welcome continued African leadership on this issue under
Gabon’s presidency, and we regret that Niger and Ireland’s resolution last
December was blocked by a single veto.

As the Secretary-General has advised this Council many times before, the
impacts of climate change multiply the threats faced by vulnerable
populations.

We are seeing this play out in the drought in East Africa, and changes in
rainfall across the Sahel. Climate change is exacerbating pre-existing
drivers of insecurity, pushing these regions into humanitarian crisis, and
increased competition for water and land, biodiversity loss, and migration
are risking conflict, food insecurity – and lives.

The Security Council can help ensure the UN system has the mandates and
capacities to integrate climate into its analysis and response to the drivers
of conflict and fragility.

President, the UK is clear that we must  accelerate climate action, deliver
the Glasgow Climate Pact agreed last year, and meet financing commitments to
build resilience.  We are working to achieve this in a number of ways:

The United Kingdom made 10 commitments to Africa at COP26 – and has started
delivering on these.

In January, we announced $23 million to support 1 million people in drought
and flood-affected areas in Somalia, Ethiopia, Kenya and South Sudan.

Under the ‘African Union Green Recovery Action Plan’, the UK has funded
experts in the AU Commission and enhanced capacity to implement climate
action plans across the continent.

The UK has committed £100 million to the ‘Taskforce on Access to Climate
Finance’, part of which established a new Climate Finance Unit in Uganda’s
Ministry of Finance.

And we have committed to doubling our International Climate Finance to at
least £11.6 billion up to 2026, balanced between mitigation and adaptation.

We are also taking responsibility for our country’s impact on climate change,
as the first major economy to commit to reducing all greenhouse gas emissions
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to net zero by 2050.

Mr. President, collectively, we cannot allow any roll back from the
commitments made in the Paris Agreement or the Glasgow Pact.

Instead, we should redouble our efforts to progress these agreements into
action, at COP27 next month and the CBD COP15 in November. Our commitment to
climate action is the basis for a peaceful and secure world.

Turks and Caicos Governor’s update on
national response to gang related
violence

Good Day Turks and Caicos,

This is your Governor speaking from the National Emergency Operations Room in
Providenciales.

Following my address to the House of Assembly, and as promised, I now provide
an update on the support we have received, and we are to receive, as we face
down gang related violence.

What I’m about to say captures work that myself and the Premier have been
engaged on together, over the last week, in close collaboration with the
Commissioner, who has driven the operation and worked tirelessly to deliver.

There is, I should say, a daily – including weekend – National Emergency
Operations Group that myself, the Premier or his Office, the Police
Commissioner, Chambers, National Security Secretariat and OT Policing Advisor
attend.

The Premier and I met at 8:30 am this morning to review progress. Without
predicting the immediate future, because matters can change, I can say the
situation over recent days has been significantly more stable. Indeed matters
have been unusually quiet.

We don’t rest on our laurels and know that those that would do us harm are
both taking stock of recent Policing reinforcements, while licking their
wounds following more than one confrontation with our Tactical Unit. Our
Officers remain proactive. Some gang members may be seeking to leave the
Territory. If you are aware of this, CRIMESTOPPERS want to know: +1 800 8477.
+1 800 8477.

It is true to say that this calm is down to courageous work by our Police and
that has included sustained pressure – including a significant arrest, weapon
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and drug recoveries, and the unfortunate fatal shooting of a young man who –
it seems – chose to fire on our Tactical Unit.

I have said before that if you are confronted by our Tactical Firearms
Officers, or Response Teams, it really would be best to lie down and place
your hands out in front of you. If you fire on our Officers – or others –
their rules of engagement mean they will return fire to save life; theirs or
others. They are far better trained than you are, and they will prevail.

Every death is unfortunate. So I repeat the advice; this isn’t a movie or a
video game – if you are confronted – drop to the floor – hands outstretched.
You are young and you think yourself invincible – but you are not.

Beyond local Police bravery, and skill, I also have little doubt that the
arrival of the Royal Bahamas Police Force, and the US’s Customs and Border
Protection Aircraft, along with Drugs Enforcement Agency, has had an
immediate deterrent effect.

If it hasn’t, it should have. If the gangs have gone to ground, they will be
found. If gang members have moved overseas, we have international partners –
including the UK’s National Crime Agency and regional governments – who are
solidly in support of helping us track them.  If our short term measures are
being effective, I promise our long term measures have to be determinative.

The US maritime surveillance support has been operational for some days and
nights, protecting our borders and UK Border Force experts arrive on Sunday.
As you have heard from the Commissioner, Royal Bahamas Police Officers have
been sworn in as local Constables.

I will leave it to the Commissioner, in his regular updates, to talk to
operational deployments but I hope you feel reassured by their rapid arrival.
That the Bahamas, TCI and the UK expedited the legal work and planning – at
break-neck pace – so four days after the announcement to the House of
Assembly, they had arrived, happened because all three parties were seized of
the need. The day after the Bahamian Officers arrived, they were operational.

All I need to say now, is they’ve already made a difference. Some are
directly inducted into our ‘Tactical Firearms Unit’, making one large joint
Team. Some are deployed as Response Units. Their dogs, able to attack or to
search, were active at the airport yesterday, supporting our Customs Officers
search for guns and drugs.

I, the Premier and Commissioner, and the people of the TCI, are extremely
grateful for what can only be described as very generous support from our
steadfast neighbour.  Bahamas, you have been your brother’s keeper.

Jamaica’s kind offer is on the table and our Commissioner, and theirs, are
involved in detailed discussions today. Miami Dade Police have made similar
offers.

With that immediate support in place – which is appropriate and proportionate
to our immediate needs – I want to now say something about the next phases of
support, and also the longer term.



We have now shown that this situation can be ‘policed’, by Police Officers
(our own supported by Bahamas) and so I do not want to put British Troops
onto the ‘so called’ streets. I have done this myself, albeit many decades
ago, and while it is immediately popular, that popularity quickly wains.
Soldiers are not trained to Police. It is why I have purposefully held back
the local Regiment. Police are trained across a wide-spectrum of skill, and
that includes mounting intelligence led arrest operations against gangsters.
We need the right tool for the right problem.

The situation may of course change, and if it did my position would change.
You will have heard the Commissioner say the situation is constantly under
review and you can take it that the Commissioner, Premier and myself all
judge we presently have what we need.

As a result we have requested precise UK military support. A Royal Fleet
Auxiliary is making headway towards us and will bring her Wildcat Helicopter.
The UK Foreign Office is paying and this airframe provides outstanding day
and night surveillance providing top cover for Policing Operations and the
ability to track fast boats. This is a strategic offer that the military can
provide.

Separately we have had the UK’s National Crime Agency arrive. They have
worked with our Intelligence Branch helping further draw together the
information we have on the gangs, developed from the new intelligence unit
that recently became active supported by UK specialist trainers.

The National Crime Agency have a regional and global reach, are extremely
well connected to US agencies and other Caribbean Governments so given that
we are, unfortunately, now involved in a trans-regional, drug-driven, anti-
gang operation, their support will be invaluable.

They, for instance, have been highly instrumental in advising us in terms of
the one strategic asset that is vital for any trans-national and local
operation against the drug and gun crime ‘industry’ – ‘lawful intercept’.
That, Judge authorised capability, will come on line once transparent, world
class legislation is passed.

Given the Bahamas deployment, the Commissioner’s judgement is that we don’t
immediately need more Tactical Firearms officers on the Island, to reinforce
our own, beyond the ones we presently have. The Bahamas have sent sufficient
and are the Force best placed – because of proximity, regional and cultural
understanding – to immediately help.

However, following the Premier’s and my request, UK policing are finalising a
contingency plan for additional specialist Firearms police support to deploy
forward if we need them.

It’s good strategy to not deploy all your available force, but have a
reserve, and that’s what we presently have. Such Officers would also deploy
if, for instance, we were to be hit by another Hurricane this season and if
that were the case I would not want all our Policing ‘eggs’, deployed
forward, in one basket.



The FCDO are also preparing and funding a further deployment of detectives,
firearms trainers and other specialists to support our local police. In
addition, the deployment of 24 UK-funded detectives, with integrated
leadership, that will fall under local command, continues at pace.  The first
leadership elements of this will arrive very soon.

While armed officers provide the ability to supress and arrest, it is this
team of detectives that should provide the heart of any anti-gang operation.

Couple this with: a) intelligence now being provided through sources on the
ground; b) future intelligence provided by those monitoring
telecommunications; c) intelligence collected from the aerial surveillance
platform the UK are procuring, and; d) wash all this against intelligence
provided across the region; and we will have built a Policing machine that
can outmatch any gang.  TCI will not be the safe haven gangsters thought it
was.

Crime sits within of course a much wider societal picture and relying on the
Police to continually supress and arrest is no proper national strategy.  If
no other factor was taken into account, a projected 10 times growth in
population – between 1980 and 2040 – in less than one lifetime – giving us
one of the fastest growing populations in the Caribbean – was always going to
bring very significant challenges.

That’s before we take into account: our proximity to increasingly unstable
neighbours, a region awash with guns and drugs where every Caribbean Island
faces challenges, and where criminals seemingly are able to move easily
throughout the region.

But beyond our geography and region there are problems we must ‘own’, that we
can do something about. I believe the present Government is tackling these
head on.  How to regularise irregular shanty settlements; how to provide for
a more equitable society; how to generate sustainable long term growth; how
to make early interventions in our schools; how – through the Population and
Status Commission – to both ensure our future immigration policy is rock-
solidly fit for purpose, while also working out how we manage the issue of
those who have lived, and will live their lives here, but cannot properly
assimilate.

There is much more than that but the good news is, that this has all started.
 The National Security Secretariat provides for coherence across Government
and their Permanent Secretary will give some insight into the work they are
doing, on behalf of the Government, in coming weeks.

Finally I want to say this. Just at the moment I could not be more proud to
be your Governor. From my first day I knew I could never be ‘you’, but I did
promise I would do my best to support ‘you’ and commit to ‘you’.

Much of what I normally say is about the extraordinary talent and potential
we have in these Islands. Much of what I have just said is about external
support. Just at the moment you deserve every bit of external support you
have received, and you will receive, because you have been steadfast and



resilient during five years of extraordinary pressure.

As a small Island community you defy the laws of gravity. Normally a disaster
knocks such a community backwards to the point it can never quite get back to
where it was. Not you.

In five years you have absorbed three hurricanes, two at Category 5 and one,
a few weeks ago, at Category 3. We absorbed a global pandemic that stretched
the Territories health system, a system totally unprepared set against our
economy that was and is completely reliant on international travel.

We are presently absorbing an upswing in gang related murder that is alien to
TCI but almost endemic to the region, at levels that almost no UK Police
Force could tackle alone, and which has brought the problems of the region,
in terms of drugs, gangs and guns, to our literal doorstep.

But look where we are and where we will be.

It was very hard for many in TCI, but there is almost no other nation who
came out of the pandemic stronger than they went into it, or who dealt with
it in the systematic and consistent way we did. No debt, visitor numbers up,
globally high vaccination rates, brand enhanced, Tourist industry describing
us as the best in the world.

God indeed saved us from the worst of Hurricane FIONA; yet seasoned veterans
of Hurricanes had to notice how much better the Territories response was, and
also how quickly we could bring in phased, outside support. That wasn’t
accidental but because lessons had been applied, local capability in say the
Regiment built, and Government command and control had practiced over and
over again.

We know how to manage and learn from crisis and we will do the same on crime.
Crisis properly illuminates issues that cannot be ignored not just by us but
by others. Three weeks ago, while we had great support from OPBAT on our
borders, we were in this fight against crime broadly alone with very useful
UK support.

Now we are very clearly in a fight but with a full range of partners, helping
us, because they really do know that in this interconnected region we are all
in this together. We are not recipients of charity, we are working with
partners that know we are stronger together.

The UK support now flowing in – some of it long planned but now being
realised: a big detective effort; access to intelligence; maritime
surveillance support and the UK’s equivalent of the FBI – the National Crime
Agency – thoroughly engaged – does change the game.

And that is before we tip our hat to our friends in the Bahamas who are
literally shoulder-to shoulder with our brave Tactical and Response officers,
to Jamaica who stands ready, particularly in terms of intelligence, and to
multiple US agencies, some who are here right here, right now, defending our
borders.



The greatest crime would be to not seize the opportunity this crisis
presents. The Premier and I can assure you, we do not intend to miss that. As
the pandemic hit us, as the Hurricanes hit us, we will emerge stronger,
because that is in the nature of these resilient by nature, Turks and Caicos
Islands, and their indomitable residents, of which I am proud to be just one.

Governor Nigel Dakin delivers the speech to the media.

The golden 50: Knowsley becomes the
50th local authority to join our LLC
Register

Our Local Land Charges (LLC) delivery is going from strength to strength.
Today, Wednesday 12 October, Knowsley becomes the 50th local authority to
join the national LLC Register, giving citizens and businesses instant access
to LLC search results.

Knowsley is the 50th local authority to join the service. Anyone
requiring LLC searches in the Knowsley Council area will now need to
obtain them from HM Land Registry or a search provider rather than going
directly to the council.
Through continuous improvement we have dramatically increased the pace
of local authority data transfer to the register, with 38 of the 50
local authority data migrations occurring since April 2021.
The register now holds over 2.5 million charges, allowing nearly 366,000
automated searches to be conducted. Customers are getting results on
average nine days faster which amounts to a total reduction in waiting
time of more than 2,000 years. Buyers of official searches have saved
more than £860,000 and have the added benefit of a state-backed
guarantee.

Gathering pace and meeting ambitions
We have gained a tremendous amount of knowledge from digitising,
transforming, and transferring local authority data to the register. This
learning has ramped up our delivery capacity, with 38 of the 50 local
authority data migrations taking place in the past 19 months. As we continue
to refine our processes and apply lessons learned from each migration, this
rate of migration will only increase.

By 2023, a third of local authority areas will have joined the service,
rising to two thirds the following year. When the project is complete,
property buyers, developers, innovators, and policymakers will receive the
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same level of access, irrespective of their postcode.

Mark Kelso, LLC Programme Director, said:

I am delighted that people buying property in Knowsley will now
have 24/7 instant access to digital LLC search results. This is the
50th local authority to join the service and demonstrates how we
are accelerating our delivery pace. This is a credit to the team at
Knowsley and the investment in our delivery teams and partners.

We continue to collaborate with local authorities across England
and Wales to ensure property buyers can obtain the information they
need quickly, making the conveyancing process simpler and faster
for everyone. As the register continues to grow, more and more
people will benefit from this modern service.

A little about Knowsley
The Knowsley Metropolitan Borough Council area borders the City of Liverpool
to the west, Sefton to the north-west and St Helens to the east. Knowsley’s
150,000 residential population now have instant access to high quality,
standardised, digital LLC data.

Knowsley is home to Knowsley Safari – the UK’s number one Safari Park
according to Trip Advisor. Once a former RAF airfield, the 550-acre space is
now home to more than 700 animals. The park attracts more than 600,000
visitors a year.

Maximising local benefits
An ambitious homes delivery programme is already well underway in Knowsley.
37 housing developments are currently under construction with an expected
10,000 new properties to be built by 2028. LLC data will feed into these
vital development and investment decisions and support more than 3,700
businesses based in the region.

Knowsley is the second local authority in its regional cluster to join the
register alongside Liverpool. This presents an exciting opportunity for LLC
data to be used between authorities to support local economic investments.

LLC data feeds into more than just development and investment decisions.
Knowsley is home St Mary’s Church and a wealth of other listed buildings
dating back to the 1700s in Vicarage Place. Accessible LLC data helps protect
this local heritage.

Successful collaboration
Vicky Tupou, LLC Delivery Manager for Knowsley, said:



Knowsley were a fantastic, upbeat, and enthusiastic LLC team
especially given they were completing much of the work at the
weekends or evenings. Almost 25,000 records were digitised and
transformed.

Being home to two big premiership teams you can imagine football
was a hot topic in our weekly meetings. It was a pleasure working
with Knowsley and we look forward to supporting and collaborating
with other authorities to deliver the register.

James Duncan, Knowsley Council’s Executive Director for Resources, said:

I’m delighted to be supporting the delivery of a national register
by HM Land Registry for local land charge searches that meets the
needs of everyone, particularly those whose preferred method of
working is online. The new service is quick and easy to use. The
Council will continue to provide its own service for CON29R
requests to customers in the usual way.

HM Land Registry is working in partnership with local authorities across
England and Wales to migrate their local land charges data to a central,
digital register. Once migrated, anyone will be able to get instant online
search results via GOV.UK using the Search for Local Land Charges service.

Business customers can use their existing portal and Business Gateway
channels or their usual search providers to access local land charges data
for those local authorities which have migrated.

Customers will need to continue to submit CON29 enquiries to their local
authority.

For more information, read about the Local Land Charges Programme.

Paperless trade for UK businesses to
boost growth

The Bill will make digital documentation legally recognised, reduce
admin costs and make it easier for British firms to buy and sell
internationally

Processing times for electronic documents cut to 20 seconds and carbon
emissions reduced by at least ten per cent
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British businesses will be able to trade easier, faster and cheaper around
the world thanks to new plans to remove needless paperwork and bureaucracy.

The Electronic Trade Documents Bill, expected to be introduced in Parliament
today, will boost the UK’s international trade, already worth more than £1.4
trillion, and will reduce the estimated 28.5 billion paper trade documents
printed and flown around the world daily.

Business-to-business documents such as bills of lading – a contract between
parties involved in shipping goods – and bills of exchange – used to help
importers and exporters complete transactions – currently have to be paper-
based due to longstanding laws.

Under the Electronic Trade Documents Bill, digital trade documents will be
put on the same legal footing as their paper-based equivalents to give UK
business more choice and flexibility in how they trade.

The Bill will modernise old legislation such as the Bills of Exchange Act
1882 and the Carriage of Goods by Sea Act 1992.

Removing the legal obstacle to electronic versions of trade documents will
significantly lower administration costs and is expected to provide a £1.14
billion boost to UK business over a ten-year period. It will reduce trade
contract processing times from between seven and ten days to as little as 20
seconds, according to Trade Finance Global.

Digital Secretary Michelle Donelan said:

Our digital-first plans will make it easier for the country’s firms
to buy and sell around the world – driving growth, supercharging
our economy, cutting carbon and boosting productivity.

We want to support businesses by cutting red tape and allowing them
to sell their goods and products globally without burdensome
bureaucracy.

The UK was central to establishing the international trade system
in the nineteenth century and we are once again leading the world
to boost global trade in the twenty-first century.

The Digital Container Shipping Association estimates that if 50 per cent of
the container shipping industry adopted electronic bills of lading, the
collective global savings would be around £3.6 billion ($4 billion) per year.
The International Chamber of Commerce estimates that small and medium
businesses could see a 13 per cent increase in international business if
trade is digitised.

Elsewhere the World Economic Forum (WEF) has found that digitising trade
documents could potentially reduce global carbon emissions from logistics by
as much as 12 per cent. Electronic trade documents also increase security and
compliance by making it easier to trace records – for instance, through the
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use of blockchain and distributed ledger technology.

International trade still relies to a large extent on a special category of
trade document which is dependent on being physically possessed by a person,
and transferred over to another person.

The UK is a world leader in digital trade but currently the law does not
recognise the possibility of possessing electronic documents, which prevents
industries going fully paperless. This is costly and inefficient.

This Bill will allow businesses to choose to use electronic trade documents
but does not force them to do so – allowing them to use practices and
processes which work for them. It will set a vital precedent for all sectors
and industries using English law as a basis for international contracts,
including across the Commonwealth.

Commonly used documents in the UK for the trade in or transport of goods
which the Bill will enable to become electronic include:

a bill of exchange
a promissory note
a bill of lading
a ship’s delivery order
a warehouse receipt
a mate’s receipt
a marine insurance policy
a cargo insurance certificate

The new rules will require trade documents in electronic form to meet certain
criteria designed to replicate the key features of paper trade documents.
This includes ensuring only one person, or parties acting jointly, can
exercise exclusive control over it at any time, and removing the previous
holder’s ability to exercise control over it once it has been transferred on.

The Bill will have its second reading when parliamentary time allows.

Chris Southworth, Secretary General, ICC United Kingdom said:

The publication of the Bill is a game changer with huge economic
gains to be made for trade if companies digitalise systems and
remove paper. Trade plays a huge role in the global economy so
digitalisation is vital to establishing a more sustainable system.

Real time transactional data will enable us to gather far richer,
more insightful information to help us track and monitor the flow
of sustainable goods and finance across the system. This is simply
not possible if information is held on paper documents

***ENDS

***Notes to Editors:



The Bill was developed by the Law Commission for England & Wales and the
government has consulted with the Territorial Offices and Devolved
Administrations to ensure that it works for the whole of the UK. Reform in
this area is a G7 commitment made under DCMS Secretary of State’s Digital
Track of the UK G7 Presidency.

DCMS is backing the country’s powerhouse sectors to grow the economy and make
a difference where people live.

The digital sector contributes approximately £138 billion to the economy.
There are 1,822,000 jobs in the sector – 250,000 more than in 2019 before the
pandemic.

Exports of services by the digital sector were worth £56 billion in 2020,
which is around a fifth of the UK’s total service exports.


