Public consultation continues for
Beales Corner flood defence

e ‘Drop in’ event open to all local residents and businesses
e Local people urged to have further say on proposals
e Plans to be submitted for approval later this year

Environment Agency officers will be available to discuss the next stages in
the proposed project before plans are submitted. This follows a previous
engagement event earlier this year.

Members of the public are invited to St George’'s Hall, Load Street, Bewdley,
DY12 2EQ on Tuesday 18 October 2022 between noon and 7pm. There is no need to
book a time.

Last year £6.2 million of funding was announced for the left bank of Bewdley
for the Environment Agency to work with partners and the community to develop
a permanent scheme in the Beales Corner area.

This will reduce flood risk for homes and businesses in the Beales Corner
area which will keep the main Kidderminster and Stourport roads into the town
open at times of flood.

This project looks to replace the temporary barrier with a permanent scheme
that will operate to a higher standard and with greater resilience.

Anthony Perry, Operations Manager for the West Midlands Environment Agency,
said:

We're very keen to hear further feedback from local people to help
us finish the final proposals that will then form part of the
planning application.

We have been assessing technical options, but any permanent
defences are likely to follow a similar line to the temporary
barriers, and our aim is to achieve the same level of flood
protection as the Severnside Flood Scheme on the opposite bank of
the river.

There are several issues to work through, such as securing planning
approval, historic consents and managing the large number of
utilities that are located along the potential route of any flood
defence. The Environment Agency, together with all partners, is
committed to driving forward the delivery of this project and to
make best possible use of the public money available.

An artist’'s impression of the flood defences at Beales Corner
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Background

Beales Corner, Bewdley, Flood Risk Management Scheme — Environment Agency —
Citizen Space (environment-agency.gov.uk)

https://bealesfrms.virtual-engage.com/

In July last year (2021), the Government allocated £6.2 million of growth
funding, which made the possibility of viable scheme more likely.

Residents and local groups are reminded if they would like to receive
Environment Agency newsletters and updates, they should email contact details
to BLBFRMS@environment-agency.gov.uk.

Alternatively, they can call our National Customer Contact Centre during
office hours on 03708 506 506 and they will be added to our mailing list.

Avian influenza: Prevention Zone
declared across Great Britain

Following an increase in the number of detections of avian influenza (bird
flu) in wild birds and on commercial premises, the Chief Veterinary Officers
from England, Scotland and Wales have declared an Avian Influenza Prevention
Zone (AIPZ) across Great Britain to mitigate the risk of the disease
spreading amongst poultry and captive birds.

This means that from midday on Monday 17 October, it will be a legal
requirement for all bird keepers in Great Britain to follow strict
biosecurity measures to help protect their flocks from the threat of avian
flu.

Implementing the highest levels of biosecurity measures on farm is the most
effective way in reducing the risk of disease spreading and is the best way
to protect flocks. The introduction of the AIPZ comes after the United
Kingdom has faced its largest ever outbreak of avian flu with 190 cases
confirmed across the United Kingdom since late October 2021, with over 30 of
these confirmed since the beginning of the month. The East of England has
been particularly badly hit with outbreaks in poultry and captive

birds. There have also been outbreaks in the south west and in wild birds at
multiple sites across Great Britain.

Avian influenza circulates naturally in wild birds and when they migrate to
the United Kingdom from mainland Europe over the winter they can spread the
disease to poultry and other captive birds. Maintaining strict biosecurity is
the most effective method of protecting birds from the virus.
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Keepers with more than 500 birds will need to restrict access for non-
essential people on their sites, workers will need to change clothing and
footwear before entering bird enclosures and site vehicles will need to be
cleaned and disinfected regularly to limit the risk of the disease spreading.
Backyard owners with smaller numbers of poultry including chickens, ducks and
geese must also take steps to limit the risk of the disease spreading to
their animals.

The UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) advises that the risk to public health
from the virus is very low and the Food Standards Agency advises that avian
influenzas pose a very low food safety risk for consumers. Properly cooked
poultry and poultry products, including eggs, are safe to eat.

In a joint statement the Chief Veterinary Officers for
England, Scotland and Wales said:

Bird keepers have faced the largest ever outbreak of avian flu this
year and with winter brings an even more increased risk to flocks
as migratory birds return to the United Kingdom.

Scrupulous biosecurity and hygiene measures is the best form of
defence, which is why we have declared an Avian Influenza
Prevention Zone (AIPZ) across Great Britain, meaning that all bird
keepers must take action to help prevent the disease spreading to
more poultry and other domestic birds.

The introduction of an AIPZ means regardless of whether you keep a
few birds or thousands, you are legally required to meet enhanced
biosecurity requirements to protect your birds from this highly
infectious disease.

The introduction of an AIPZ follows a decision to raise the risk level for
avian influenza incursion in wild Birds in Great Britain from ‘medium’ to
‘high’. For poultry and captive birds the risk level has been raised from
‘medium’ to ‘high’ at premises where biosecurity is below the required
standards, and from ‘low’ to ‘medium’ where stringent biosecurity measures
are applied.

The nationwide AIPZ builds on the additional biosecurity measures that were
brought in last week as part of the regional housing order which covers
Norfolk, Suffolk and parts of Essex. The AIPZ, now in force across Great
Britain, does not include a nationwide requirement to house birds. However,
this is being kept under constant review.

There has been a prolonged season of avian influenza this year and with the
now increased risk during the winter, the need to include a mandatory housing
requirement in the AIPZ may arise. Further disease control measures will be
based on the latest scientific evidence and veterinary advice.


https://www.gov.uk/guidance/avian-influenza-bird-flu

The

AIPZ means bird keepers across Great Britain must:

Keep free ranging birds within fenced areas, and that ponds,
watercourses and permanent standing water must be fenced off (except in
specific circumstances e.g. zoo birds).

Clean and disinfect footwear and keep areas where birds live clean and
tidy;

Minimise movement in and out of bird enclosures;

Reduce any existing contamination by cleansing and disinfecting concrete
areas, and fencing off wet or boggy areas

Keep domestic ducks and geese separate from other poultry.

Ensure the areas where birds are kept are unattractive to wild birds,
for example by netting ponds, and by removing wild bird food sources;
Feed and water your birds in enclosed areas to discourage wild birds;

Keepers should familiarise themselves with our avian flu advice and report
suspicion of disease to APHA on 03000 200 301.

The avian influenza prevention zone will be in place until further notice and
will be kept under regular review as part of the government’s work to monitor
and manage the risks of bird flu.

Dead wild birds may be infected so don’t touch them unless wearing suitable
protective clothing. When found on publicly owned land and a decision is
taken to remove them, it is the local authorities’ responsibility to safely
dispose of the carcases as animal by-products.

Poultry keepers and members of the public should consult our latest guidance
to check the latest threshold for reporting dead wild birds to

the Defra helpline on 03459 33 55 77 and not touch or pick them up. Where not
required for testing they should be disposed of safely.

Energy Markets Financing Scheme opens
today

The ‘Energy Markets Financing Scheme’ opens today to help support viable
energy firms with major operations in the UK from the unprecedented
volatility triggered by Russia’s illegal invasion of Ukraine.

These firms will be able to apply for government-backed guarantees to
secure commercial financing and meet large margin calls from energy
price volatility.

Following a rigorous approval process, a 100% guarantee will be issued
to commercial banks on additional lending for approved firms. The
Government will only be liable if a firm defaults on their repayment.

Russia’s brutal and illegal invasion of Ukraine has led to unprecedented
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volatility in wholesale energy markets. Over the past month, natural gas
futures prices have been changing by more than 15% a day.

This backstop scheme will help firms facing temporary short-term financing
problems. The EMFS will allow commercial banks to provide larger credit
lines to approved energy firms that are unable to meet extraordinary margin
calls due to large moves in energy prices.

This vital intervention will help support wider confidence in the energy
market and could help reduce the eventual cost of energy for businesses and
consumers.

The scheme will be open to firms of good credit quality playing a significant
role in UK energy markets, as generators, shippers or suppliers. They must
currently operate in the UK energy market and must be, or have an entity
which is, Ofgem-licensed. Firms will need to demonstrate they are facing
large liquidity needs from margin calls when hedging their energy price risk.
The EMFS is broadly similar to schemes launched in Germany, Finland and
Sweden.

Chancellor of the Exchequer, Jeremy Hunt, said:

“A resilient energy market is vital as we all grapple with the consequences
of Putin’s horrifying invasion of Ukraine and his decision to weaponise
Russia’s energy reserves.

“Today we are continuing to act to ensure the market itself is secure,
significantly reducing any risk of market failure.”

Governor of the Bank of England, Andrew Bailey, said:

“The volatility in energy markets we have seen in recent months, caused by
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, has resulted in a number of energy firms facing
extraordinary liquidity requirements.

“This scheme will provide short-term financial support for these firms so
they can weather this period, while also supporting the wider resilience of
energy markets in the UK.”

From today, the Bank will screen initial applications for eligibility. HM
Treasury will then robustly assess the credit risks and limits before giving
final approval. The Bank will then issue a 100% guarantee to the energy
firms’ existing commercial bank or banks they use for additional lending.
Whilst using the scheme, energy firms will be required to comply with a set
of policy conditions, such as restrictions on the use of funds, executive
pay, and capital distributions.

Firms have three months to apply and once approved will be able to benefit
from a guarantee for a further 12 months.

State owned firms and energy firms owned by financial institutions and
commodity trading houses will not be eligible for the scheme.



The ‘Energy Markets Financing Scheme’ was announced on 8 September 2022
alongside the Energy Price Guarantee, with further details confirmed as part
of the Government’s Growth Plan on 23 September 2022.

Further information:

e The Market Notice will be published here. Further information and
guidance, including on the application process and eligibility criteria,
will be published shortly after.

e The scheme will be open to applications from 17 October 2022 until 27
January 2023.

e In the event of a verified guarantee claim from a commercial lender, HMT
will settle the claim in accordance with the 100% guarantee, with the
Bank acting as agent in that payment. HMT will fully indemnify the Bank
for its role in the EMFS.

e Applications will be assessed initially by the Bank of England and then
by an Advisory Committee, who will make a recommendation for the
Chancellor to decide whether to approve or reject an application.

e HM Treasury, supported by UK Government Investments, will manage and
monitor usage of the scheme once launched. HM Treasury and the Bank
will also undertake and share reporting relating to the elements of the
scheme for which they are responsible.

e The EMFS comes on top of the Energy Bill Relief Scheme, for all eligible
non-domestic customers, and the Energy Price Guarantee, which will
ensure that a typical household in the United Kingdom pays around £2,500
a year on their energy bill, depending on their use, for the next 2
years, from 1 October 2022.

Launch of the Energy Markets Finance
Scheme

The EMFS was announced by the Prime Minister on 8 September, and in The
Growth Plan the then Chancellor confirmed that it will provide a 100%
guarantee to commercial banks to provide additional lending to energy firms.

Delivered with the Bank of England, this scheme addresses the extraordinary
liquidity requirements faced by energy firms operating in UK wholesale gas
and electricity markets as a result of margin calls.

Energy prices have been high and volatile in recent months. As a result,
large amounts of collateral are required to enter into contracts firms use to
effectively insure themselves from price fluctuations, or otherwise firms
must accept large credit exposures to their counterparties.

The details of the scheme are being announced today, and firms can start to
apply via the Bank of England. Applications will be accepted for a period of
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three months.

The scheme is aimed at providing a backstop to support energy firms facing
large and unexpected margin calls. Pricing and conditions will reflect this
objective. The scheme will provide resilience to energy markets and therefore
help to reduce the eventual cost for businesses and consumers.

Further details on the structure of the scheme can be found on the Bank of
England’s website and the market notice published today. To apply to the
scheme please contact EMFS-Applications@bankofengland.co.uk

Scheme Eligibility

As part of the application process, firms will need to demonstrate that they
meet the eligibility criteria.

The EMFS is intended to support energy firms who are facing short term
liquidity challenges but would be otherwise in sound financial health.
Eligibility will be considered based on the following criteria:

e Firms must demonstrate they are in sound financial health (firms must be
otherwise solvent and solvency will be assessed through robust due
diligence processes)

e Firms must be Ofgem-licensed (or have an Ofgem-licensed entity), and
have a pre-existing relationship with an approved commercial bank or
banks;

In addition, firms must also demonstrate they are making a material
contribution to UK energy markets through meeting one or more of the
requirements outlined below:

e They make material contribution to the UK electricity or gas markets and
can demonstrate that they are likely exposed to large margin calls;

e They are heavily inter-connected and the loss of activity would have a
significant impact on markets or other energy firms.

Eligibility will be assessed by the Bank of England and an Advisory Committee
convened by HMT, who will make a recommendation for the Chancellor to make a
decision to approve or reject each application.

Eligible firms who wish to apply for a guarantee will be required to comply
with a set of policy conditions, such as restrictions on executive pay and
capital distributions. For the full list of conditions, please refer to the
market notice.

Financial institutions, state owned enterprises or commodity trading houses
are not eligible for this scheme. State owned enterprises should seek to
access alternative support from their relevant governments before approaching
the Government.



Application process

Firms can apply to the scheme for the next three months. Each loan facility
agreement will last up to 12 months and will begin from when the guarantee is
issued by the commercial lender.

Applications will be assessed initially by the Bank of England, and then by
Advisory Committee, who will make a recommendation for the Chancellor to
decide whether to approve or reject an application.

To apply for the scheme, please email EMFS-Applications@bankofengland.co.uk.
For further details on the scheme, please visit here.

Further information

Report 12/2022: Collision between a
train and agricultural equipment at
Kisby user worked crossing

Press release

RAIB has today released its report into a collision between a train and
agricultural equipment at Kisby user worked crossing, Cambridgeshire, 19
August 2021.

The locomotive and trailer following the accident

R122022_221017_Kisby

PDF, 7.62 MB, 37 pages

This file may not be suitable for users of assistive technology.
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Request an accessible format.

If you use assistive technology (such as a screen reader) and need a version
of this document in a more accessible format, please email
enquiries@raib.gov.uk. Please tell us what format you need. It will help us
if you say what assistive technology you use.

Summary

At around 09:00 hrs on Thursday 19 August 2021, the 04:10 hrs freight train
service from Hams Hall (Birmingham) to Felixstowe collided with agricultural
machinery being towed over the railway by a tractor at Kisby user worked
crossing, between Whittlesey and March in Cambridgeshire. The train was
travelling at about 66 mph (106 km/h) when it struck the machinery. The train
driver suffered minor injuries in the accident and the tractor driver was
uninjured. The locomotive and one wagon derailed, with both suffering some
damage. There was also extensive damage to the infrastructure of the railway.

The accident happened because the tractor driver did not telephone the
signaller before crossing the railway to seek permission to cross. This was a
consequence of the tractor driver not being briefed about the requirement to
call the signaller and his belief that he could cross safely by looking for
approaching trains. This probably arose because the authorised user, the
person owning land on both sides of the level crossing, was not briefing
crossing users in a way which resulted in correct use of the crossing, and
railway staff were unaware that this was the case until shortly before the
accident. RAIB found that Network Rail was not effectively managing the safe
use of Kisby, and some other user worked crossings with telephones, and that
this was an underlying factor for the accident.

Recommendations

RAIB has made two recommendations, one addressed to Network Rail and one
addressed to the Health and Safety Executive, as a result of its
investigation. These seek improvements in the management and assurance
processes applied to user worked crossings and an additional means of
communicating crossing safety information to agricultural workers. RAIB has
also written to several organisations representing farmers asking that they
remind their members of the importance of following correct procedures at
user worked crossings.

Notes to editors

1. The sole purpose of RAIB investigations is to prevent future accidents
and incidents and improve railway safety. RAIB does not establish blame,
liability or carry out prosecutions.

2. RAIB operates, as far as possible, in an open and transparent manner.
While our investigations are completely independent of the railway
industry, we do maintain close liaison with railway companies and if we
discover matters that may affect the safety of the railway, we make sure
that information about them is circulated to the right people as soon as
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possible, and certainly long before publication of our final report.

3. For media enquiries, please call 01932 440015.
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