Investigation Support Specialist
(Electronic Data) – Southampton

Your responsibilities will include:
support inspectors in the identification, recovery and analysis of
technical evidence relating to marine accidents
work closely with inspectors on each case to identify relevant sources
of evidence throughout the investigation
provide forensic data recovery and analysis of complex data, including
imaging and cloning of memory and the use of forensic analysis tools to
recover embedded, protected or deleted data
preparation of information and figures for the branch’s published media
supporting internal, external and international partners on matters
relating to electronic data recovery and analysis
For further information about this position and how to apply see Civil
Service Jobs, Investigation Support Specialist (Electronic Data), Ref: 40848.
Closing date: 18 March 2020
Published 24 February 2020

Annual report of the Chief Schools
Adjudicator for England
The annual report of the Chief Adjudicator, Ms Shan Scott, to the Secretary
of State for Education, covering the period 1 September 2018 to 31 August
2019, is published today, 24 February 2020. The report records the progress
made by admission authorities in England in complying fully with the School
Admissions Code, and achieving fair access to schools for all children.

In her report, Ms Scott states that, as in past years, the overall impression
from adjudicator casework, and reports from local authorities, is of an
admissions system that as a whole works effectively in the normal admissions
rounds, and in those rounds the needs of vulnerable children, and those with
particular educational or social needs, are generally well met. There remains
concern about how well some vulnerable children fare when they need a place
at other times.
The Chief Adjudicator said that, for many of the challenges or problems
identified by a school, academy trust or local authority, there will be
accounts elsewhere of schools, trusts or local authorities that have
successfully addressed those same challenges or problems. In the course of
their case work, adjudicators see much good practice, as well as some
failures to comply with requirements. She has sought to reflect good practice
from local authority reports and adjudicator casework in this report.
As in previous years, there are concerns that parents looking for determined
admission arrangements on school and, in particular, council websites, may
have difficulty finding the most up to date documents, effectively reducing
their opportunity to make an informed choice of school place, or challenge
those arrangements. More positively, many local authorities provide advice
and guidance to other admission authorities in their areas, before those
other admission authorities determine their own arrangements. Such an
approach is likely to mean that any concerns the local authority has, or any
questions the admission authority wishes to raise, can be dealt with before
arrangements are determined. This in turns avoids the situation of a local
authority’s having to challenge arrangements that it believes do not comply
with the Code.
Notes to editors:
read the annual report 2018 to 2019
Ms Shan Scott was appointed as an adjudicator in 2013, and to the post
of Chief Adjudicator on 4 April 2016
there are currently 10 adjudicators, including the Chief Adjudicator.
All are part time and paid only for the work they are asked to undertake
adjudicators resolve differences over the interpretation and application
of legislation and guidance on school admissions, and statutory
proposals concerning school organisation
In relation to all state-funded schools, adjudicators:
rule on objections to, and referrals about, determined school admission
arrangements
In relation to maintained schools, adjudicators:
decide on requests to vary admission arrangements
resolve disputes relating to school organisation proposals
resolve disputes on the transfer and disposal of non-playing field land
and assets
determine appeals from admission authorities against the intention of

the local authority to direct the admission of a particular pupil
The Chief Adjudicator can also be asked by the Secretary of State to provide
advice and undertake other relevant tasks.
The Office of the Schools Adjudicator is a tribunal and its published
decisions can only be challenged through the courts.
Adjudicators do not deal with complaints from parents whose child has not
been offered a place at a particular school.
DfE enquiries:
central newsdesk: 020 7783 8300
general enquiries: 0370 000 2288
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Government proposes duty to protect
public spaces from terror
Security Minister James Brokenshire today (Monday 24 February 2019) announced
plans to introduce a law which will require owners and operators of public
spaces and venues to put in place measures to keep the public safe from a
terrorist attack.

Delivering on the manifesto commitment to improve the safety and security of
public venues and spaces, the new ‘Protect Duty’ will reflect lessons learned
following the terrorist attacks in 2017, as well as more recent attacks. The
proposals also follow discussions with victims’ groups such as the Martyn’s
Law campaign, established by Figen Murray whose son was killed in the
Manchester Arena attack.
The new law, to be consulted on in the spring, would require venue operators
to consider the risk of a terrorist attack and take proportionate and
reasonable measures to prepare for and protect the public from such an
attack.
This could include increased physical security, having training in place,
incident response plans and exercises for staff on what to do during an
attack.
Security Minister James Brokenshire said:
Our first priority is keeping the public safe and preventing more
families from suffering the heartbreak of losing a loved one.
The devastating attacks in 2017, and more recently at Fishmongers’
Hall and Streatham, are stark reminders of the current threat we
face. We are in complete agreement with campaigners such as Figen
Murray on the importance of venues and public spaces having
effective and proportionate protective security and preparedness
measures to keep people safe.
Of course, it is important that this new law is proportionate. This
public consultation will ensure we put in place a law that will
help protect the public while not putting undue pressure on
businesses.
Graham Williams, Chairman of industry body Revo’s Safety and Security
Committee said:
As owners of retail spaces, we take our responsibility for ensuring
the safety of our customers and retailers very seriously and
therefore welcome the opportunity to work collaboratively with the
Home Office on this initiative.
We look forward to contributing to this consultation on behalf of
our industry.
Matt Maer, Director, Security and Resilience, Canary Wharf Group, said:
This legislation has the potential to make a significant impact on
public security, improving the situation for people as they go

about their daily lives.
Canary Wharf Group supports this initiative and look forward to
assisting where we can in shaping this work.
The public consultation will be launched in spring and will seek views from a
broad range of organisations including business, public authorities, the
security industry and campaign groups to ensure the proposals remain
proportionate for publicly accessible spaces and venues across the country.
The consultation will ask for views from business and the public sector on
the proportionality, scope of the duty, and how it should be enforced.
The government also continues to engage with a range of organisations,
including business and industry to encourage them to adopt best practice, as
well as working alongside Counter Terrorism Police and the Centre for the
Protection of National Infrastructure (CPNI) to extend the reach of advice,
guidance and training across all sectors.

Longer trains and more seats for
passengers across the Midlands
£2.5 million new government funding agreed to deliver improvements for
CrossCountry passengers
longer trains will add more than 20,000 extra seats each week from May
2021 to support passengers
investment will also expand seat and bike reservation service
Thousands of passengers will benefit from improvements on CrossCountry trains
including over 20,000 extra seats a week, thanks to a £2.5 million government
investment announced by the Rail Minister today (24 February 2020).
Passengers travelling from Birmingham to Nottingham, Leicester and Cardiff
will start to see longer trains on some services from May 2020 delivering
more than 5,000 more seats each week. A further 15,000 seats per week are
planned to be in place from mid-2021, including to and from Cambridge and
Stansted Airport to support the region’s commuters, businesses and leisure
travellers.
More customers are set to benefit as the Department for Transport (DfT) and
CrossCountry finalise plans to deliver thousands more seats on long distance
routes each week from December 2020. Longer trains will operate on some
services on Mondays to Thursdays on the routes from Scotland, the North East
and Manchester to the South West and the South Coast.

The £2.5 million new government funding was agreed by the DfT and
CrossCountry to help tackle overcrowding. Work is underway on further
improvements in the years to come when more rolling stock will be available,
especially for longer distance routes that Cross Country serves.
Rail Minister Chris Heaton-Harris, said:
Investing in transport is essential to levelling up the country, as
we look to modernise our rail network and restructure the industry
to put passengers at the heart of the railway.
But we want to fund benefits to address pressing needs and improve
journeys for passengers in the short-term, as well as in the
future.
More seats mean more people can travel, increasing access to
opportunities and better connecting our regions.
Tom Joyner, CrossCountry’s Managing Director, said:
We are delighted to now be able to get on and deliver these
benefits for our customers, with improvements to the journey
experience and 3 new community groups to bring our train services
closer to the places we serve.
Most importantly, many of our trains have become increasingly busy
as more and more people choose rail for their journeys.
This delivers the biggest increase in seats for our services in
more than 13 years, helping customers enjoy a relaxing and
comfortable journey every day. These improvements will deliver an
immediate boost for rail users in the Midlands, with the promise of
even more to come on other routes in the near future.
Investment will also be made to expand CrossCountry’s seat reservation
service to allow passengers to reserve a seat on most services to ensure they
can travel in comfort for their journey, as well as to reserve a space for
their bike. The investment will also improve communication and signage,
pointing to places where luggage can be stored during a journey, both when
travelling and as they board the train.
Three recently established Community Rail Partnerships (CRPs) are also being
supported. These are groups of committed and dedicated people who work with
the rail industry and local authorities to promote the line and improve
stations, train services, bus links and access. The CRPs for Worcestershire,
Heart of England and Bolton will receive financial support to deliver
initiatives to benefit local communities, stations and train services.
The funding from the government follows an agreement to extend the

CrossCountry franchise last summer to October 2020.

