
China releases first strategy on
cyberspace cooperation

China on Wednesday released its strategy on cyberspace cooperation.

The International Strategy of Cooperation on Cyberspace is the first China
has released regarding the virtual domain.

The aim of the strategy — jointly building a community of shared future in
cyberspace — illustrates China’s approach to cyberspace cooperation. Notably
one that is based on peace, sovereignty, shared governance and shared
benefits.

The strategic goals of China’s participation in international cyberspace
cooperation are: the safeguarding of China’s sovereignty, security and
development interests in cyberspace; the secure and orderly flow of
information on the Internet; improved global connectivity; maintaining of
peace, security and stability in cyberspace; enhancement of international
rule of law in cyberspace; the promotion of the global development of the
digital economy; and deepening cultural exchange and mutual learning,
according to the strategy.

China’s plan of action includes promoting the building of rule-based order in
cyberspace, expanding partnership with other countries, boosting
institutional reform in Internet governance, jointly combating cyber
terrorism and crimes, and protecting individual privacy in cyberspace.

China supports Internet-based innovation and entrepreneurship, and is
committed to assisting developing countries with cyber security capacity
building, it said.

The country supports the formulation of cyberspace trade rules and effective
policy coordination among countries, said the strategy.

China will work with other countries to strengthen global information
infrastructure to facilitate the smooth flow of information, and facilitate
cyber culture cooperation among countries, according to the strategy.

With the animation, comic and games industry as a priority area, China will
carry out practical cooperation with countries along the Belt and Road,
encourage Chinese enterprises to provide online cultural products and
services catered to local needs based on local cultural resources, said the
strategy.

The strategy was issued by the Foreign Ministry and State Internet
Information Office.
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News story: Robin Walker: ‘Gibraltar
has particular interests’

Minister for Exiting the European Union Robin Walker, Foreign Office Minister
Sir Alan Duncan and International Trade Minister Lord Price today (1 March)
hosted the second Joint Ministerial Council (Gibraltar EU Negotiations) to
discuss Gibraltar’s priorities as we prepare to exit the European Union.

Gibraltar is a British Overseas Territory with a population of over 32,000.
In 2015/16, its GDP was forecast to be £1.77bn. Its main industries are
tourism, financial services, online gaming, shipping and construction.

The discussions today centred around the opportunities and challenges in
areas such as trade and market access, with ministers in agreement that we
must ensure Gibraltar’s interests are taken into account.

Speaking after the meeting, Minister for Exiting the European Union Robin
Walker said:

We recognise that Gibraltar has particular interests, and that is
why this dedicated forum is vital. It gives us the opportunity to
discuss Gibraltar’s priorities and ensure their interests are taken
into account.

We have had a useful and informative discussion today and I will
continue to engage with Gibraltar throughout the negotiations, as
we forge a new relationship with the EU and look outward into the
world. As the Lords’ report today has recognised, the UK has a
responsibility to represent Gibraltar in these negotiations and we
will do so better informed as a result of this process.

Minister for Europe Sir Alan Duncan said:

UK is steadfast in our support for Gibraltar, its people and its
economy. As the UK leaves the EU, we are making sure we understand
the priorities of Overseas Territories, including Gibraltar, so
that the new relationship with the EU works for all. The JMC, and
the useful discussion today, is a key part of that dialogue.

International Trade Minister Lord Price said:

The UK is banging the drum for British businesses across a range of
international markets and we are committed to taking the needs of
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Gibraltar and other Overseas Territories into account during this
process.

That’s why I was pleased to be part of today’s meeting to discuss
the place of Gibraltar in the global trade agenda. This forum
provides a welcome opportunity to hear from Gibraltar on their
priorities and ensure we’re working together as we look towards our
future as a global leader on free trade.

As the UK leaves the EU, the government will ensure the priorities of the
Overseas Territories, including Gibraltar, and the Crown Dependencies are
understood through a range of engagements. These will continue after we
trigger Article 50 and begin the process of exit later this month.

News story: UK Space Agency announces
new Chief Executive

Graham has been Chief Executive of the Better Regulation Executive, a unit
within the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, since
2011. He has a BA and a PhD in Particle Physics from Cambridge University for
theoretical work on collision experiments at CERN. He also holds a diploma in
public administration from the École Nationale d’Administration (ENA).

Graham has extensive experience across Whitehall and at a European level – a
key priority for the Agency’s head. He has worked in the European Commission
and held several other posts in the UK Civil Service with a strong European
element, including the Treasury’s lead on the EU budget.

Recently he has been the BEIS representative on the Met Office board while
outside of work he is a trustee of the Youth Hostels Association and a keen
cyclist.

As the UK Space Agency’s Chief Executive Graham will lead a team of more than
100 who manage the UK’s civil space policy, regulation and programmes. He
will be responsible for realising the agency’s aims of increasing the size of
the UK space industry, using space to understand planet Earth and the
universe, supporting British businesses to deliver practical help to
developing countries and overseeing the Agency’s plans to establish
commercial space flight in the UK.

Graham will take up his new role on the 1st of April. He replaces Interim
Chief Executive Katherine Courtney, who has been with the Agency since April,
2016. During her time Katherine guided the Agency through the European
Council of Ministers in Lucerne, Switzerland, where the UK committed to
European collaboration on science and exploration, satellite technology and
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services, allocating more than €1.4 billion over five years to European Space
Agency programmes.

Katherine also led the Agency at a key time for commercial spaceflight in the
UK, inviting commercial space consortia to apply for grant funding to enable
small-satellite launches and sub-orbital flights from the UK by 2020.

Press release: Apply for hedgerows,
boundaries, and woodland management
plan grants online

From 1 March 2017 applicants for the hedgerows and boundaries and woodland
management plan grants can apply online.

Applicants can apply through the Rural Payments service. The online service
allows those applying to log on at a time that suits them to submit
applications for the hedgerows and boundaries grant or the woodland
management plan grant. Applications can be saved and returned at the
applicant’s convenience. The online service ensures only eligible fields are
included. Instant confirmation is provided once an applicant submits an
application.

Customers who already apply for Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) online should find
submitting an online application familiar and the service easy to use. Last
year 80% of BPS applicants took advantage of applying online.

The woodland management plan grant is open all year round for applications.
This year the hedgerow and boundaries grant opened on 1 February and closes
on 28 April.

Support is available from Natural England via the Rural Payments helpline on
03000 200 301.

Whilst applicants are encouraged to use the online service, paper
applications will still be accepted for the hedgerows and boundaries grant
and the woodland management plan grant.

The online service will be extended in spring 2017, when customers will have
the option to submit their Countryside Stewardship annual revenue and capital
claims.

For enquiries (media only) contact: Mary Tomlinson, Senior Press Officer,
Natural England. Email: mary.tomlinson@naturalengland.org.uk Telephone: 07771
834 975.
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