
Greens challenge Labour on wealth tax

16 January 2024
As shadow chancellor Rachel Reeves arrives at the World Economic Forum in
Davos, the Green Party is challenging Labour to commit to a wealth tax.

Green Party co-leader Adrian Ramsay said:

“When she attends the World Economic Forum in Davos today, Rachel Reeves will
be rubbing shoulders with the super-rich who are seeing their wealth mushroom
while billions around the world get poorer.  Since 2020 the five richest men
have added around £11 million per hour to their wealth [1] while seven out of
ten of the world’s biggest corporations have a billionaire CEO or a
billionaire as their principal shareholder [2].

“Labour have been hesitant to challenge the grotesque levels of wealth of the
super-rich. The Green Party has a clear message for the World Economic Forum:
we are proud to be the Party willing to tackle inequality and implement the
policies needed to create a fairer greener planet. That’s why we support the
introduction of a wealth tax on the super-rich and we challenge Labour to use
the platform they have at Davos to commit to the same.”

Notes

[1] World’s 5 Richest Men Have Added $14M to Their Wealth Every Hour Since
2020 | Truthout

[2] Inequality Inc.: How corporate power divides our world and the need for a
new era of public action
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Green Party call on government and
Labour to use Davos super-rich summit
to back wealth tax

15 January 2024
As the World Economic Forum begins in Davos, the Green Party has repeated
calls for a wealth tax.  

To coincide with the Davos summit, Oxfam has released a report raising the
alarm on growing global inequality, saying the world’s five richest men have
more than doubled their fortunes since 2020, while the world’s poorest 60% –
almost 5 billion people – have become poorer [1].  

Greens also point to the fact that the world’s wealthiest 1% are having a
hugely disproportionate impact on the climate crisis, producing carbon
emissions equal to those of the poorest two-thirds of humanity [2].  

Adrian Ramsay, co-leader of the Green Party said: 

“As the super-rich rub shoulders with global leaders at the World Economic
Forum in Davos, policy makers need to make clear that the increasing wealth
of a super-rich elite while billions of people see their incomes shrink, is
grotesque.  

“While the five richest men in the world have seen their fortunes more than
double since 2020, almost five billion people have become poorer. The super-
rich are also driving the climate crisis, with the carbon emissions of the
richest 1% globally equalling those of the poorest two-thirds of humanity.  

“Such obscene inequality is a political choice. The gathering of the world’s
richest in Davos is the ideal opportunity for the UK government and Labour
opposition to declare that this growing gulf between a super-rich elite and
the rest of humanity cannot be allowed to continue.  
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“That’s why we challenge the Conservatives and Labour to back our call for a
wealth tax, with the potential £16bn a year proceeds used to invest in
renewable energy and home insulation. This will bring down household energy
bills and climate wrecking carbon emissions for good.” 

Notes 

[1] Inequality: How corporate power divides our world and the need for a new
era of public action 

[2] World’s wealthiest ‘at heart of climate problem’ – BBC News 

[3] Green Party proposed wealth tax: 

Starting rate would be 1% for wealth in excess of £10m
This would rise to 2% above £1bn
It would cover wealth in all forms, valued at current market value and
assessed on all UK resident taxpayers by an extension to the self-
assessment tax return
A wealth tax would raise an estimated £16bn per year to address
inequality and tackle the climate crisis by funding investment in
renewable energy and home insulation to bring down household energy
bills for good
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Greens call for urgent Parliamentary
debate on dangerous escalation

12 January 2024
Green Party co-leader Adrian Ramsay urged Parliament to force an urgent
debate on the “dangerous escalation” in the Middle East that has seen the UK
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attack Yemen. 

Ramsay said: 

“It is important for the international community to work together to defend
shipping in the Red Sea from attack, but there is a significant distinction
between internationally based defence and countries like the UK and US taking
it upon themselves to launch attacks. 

“This is a dangerous escalation taken without the approval of Parliament. The
conflict is already spreading across Gaza, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq and
elsewhere. These attacks risk inflaming tensions and sparking further
attacks. 

“The Prime Minister needs to stand before Parliament and explain a strategy.
It is unacceptable to escalate activity whilst evading scrutiny and the
democratic process. 

“The Green Party again urges the government to launch an urgent international
peace effort. Now is the time to search for new peace initiatives that can
break this cycle of pain and create the conditions for a lasting peace in the
region. 

“We need the UK government to work to restore trust in the international
institutions designed to protect people and that offer peaceful, legal and
diplomatic avenues to end conflicts. 

“As we set out earlier this week, the UK government should pursue a strategy
that reduces tensions and offers a path to peace. The key to that is ending
the conflict in Gaza. The government must: 

Unequivocally back an immediate ceasefire in Gaza to allow the free flow
of humanitarian aid, free the hostages and create space for dialogue 
Support the UN General Assembly in its overwhelming backing for a
ceasefire and use its position as a permanent member of the UN Security
Council to vote for rather than abstain on ceasefire votes 
Support the role of the International Criminal Court in its
investigation of war crimes, including the use of sexual violence by
Hamas and disproportionate use of force by the Israeli government 
Support South Africa in its decision to ask the International Court of
Justice to rule on whether Israel is carrying out genocide in Gaza. 
Help reduce military action by suspending arms sales to Israel  

“By supporting international institutions and encouraging peaceful solutions,
the UK government can act as a partner for peace rather than a proponent for
further pain and suffering for the people of the region. 

“It will take courage and determination to change course and recognise that
UK foreign policy is failing to bring this conflict to an end, but a change
of course now, can help chart a new path to peace.” 
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Greens call for urgent government
peace initiative to end Israel-Gaza
war

11 January 2024
The Green Party has urged the government to launch an urgent international
peace effort to end the Israel Gaza war. 

Green Party co-leader Carla Denyer said: 

“The horrific loss of Israeli civilian lives on October 7 has been compounded
by months of devastation for the people of Gaza and the Occupied West Bank,
leading to over 23,000 deaths and the escalating risk of wars spreading
through the region. 

“Now is the time to search for new peace initiatives that can break this
cycle of pain and create the conditions for a lasting peace in the region. 

“We need the UK government to work to restore trust in the international
institutions designed to protect people and that offer peaceful, legal and
diplomatic avenues to end conflicts. 

“Of course, it is for the Israeli and Palestinian peoples to agree the long-
term solutions that will offer each security and peace. 

“However, the UK government can do much more now to encourage that process to
begin. That is why the Green Party is today urging the UK government to: 

Unequivocally back an immediate ceasefire to allow the free flow of
humanitarian aid, free the hostages and create space for dialogue 
Support the UN General Assembly in its overwhelming backing for a
ceasefire and use its position as a permanent member of the UN Security
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Council to vote for rather than abstain on ceasefire votes 
Support the role of the International Criminal Court in its
investigation of war crimes, including the use of sexual violence by
Hamas and disproportionate use of force by the Israeli government 
Support South Africa in its decision to ask the International Court of
Justice to rule on whether Israel is carrying out genocide in Gaza. 
Help reduce military action by suspending arms sales to Israel  

“By supporting international institutions and encouraging peaceful solutions,
the UK government can act as a partner for peace rather than a proponent for
further pain and suffering for the people of the region. 

“It will take courage and determination to change course and recognise that
UK foreign policy is failing to bring this conflict to an end, but a change
of course now, can help chart a new path to peace.” 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

Unequivocally back an immediate ceasefire to allow the free flow of1.
humanitarian aid, free the hostages and create space for dialogue 

Hostages should be released unconditionally, and aid should be able to reach
those in need, even without a ceasefire. However, a ceasefire would
undoubtedly assist both to happen and would create space for a peaceful,
diplomatic dialogue about the future to begin. 

Support the UN General Assembly in its overwhelming backing for a1.
ceasefire and use its position as a permanent member of the UN Security
Council to vote for rather than abstain on ceasefire votes 

The UN General Assembly voted overwhelmingly for a ceasefire in mid-December,
with the US voting against and the UK abstaining (153 in favour, 10 against,
23 abstained).  

All permanent members of the UN Security Council – bar the US and the UK –
have backed a ceasefire. The US used has used its veto to block the
resolution, while the UK has abstained. 

Support the role of the International Criminal Court in its1.
investigation of war crimes, including the use of sexual violence by
Hamas and disproportionate use of force by the Israeli government 

In March 2021, the International Criminal Court’s chief prosecutor opened a
formal investigation into alleged war crimes in the Palestinian territories.
Fatou Bensouda said the probe would cover events in the Israeli-occupied West
Bank, East Jerusalem and Gaza Strip since June 2014. 

Following the October 7 atrocities, ICC Prosecutor Karim A. A. Khan KC
visited Israel and Palestine. He said: “My visit to Israel was conducted at
the request of family members and friends of Israeli citizens who were either
killed or taken hostage by Hamas and other armed Palestinian groups on 7
October 2023. We must show that the law is there, on the front lines, and
that it is capable of protecting all”. 



Support South Africa in its decision to ask the International Court of1.
Justice to rule on whether Israeli is carrying out genocide in Gaza. 

On December 29, South Africa filed an application instituting proceedings
against Israel concerning alleged violations by Israel of its obligations
under the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide in relation to Palestinians in the Gaza Strip.  

Help reduce military action by suspending arms sales to Israel  1.

In December, Palestinian human rights organisation Al-Haq and the UK-based
Global Legal Action Network applied for a judicial review of the government’s
export licences for the sale of British weapons capable of being used in
Israel’s action in Gaza.  

In recent years, sales have included components for military radars and
targeting equipment, components for military support, combat aircraft, naval
vessels and more. 
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Greens respond to Sunak legislation on
Post Office scandal

10 January 2024
Reacting to Prime Minister Rishi Sunak’s statement that new primary
legislation will be introduced to exonerate convicted postmasters, Green
Party co-leader Carla Denyer said: 

“It is incredible how long it has taken successive governments to address the
clear injustice faced by hundreds of honest, hard-working people at the Post
Office. 
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“It shouldn’t take a TV drama to get the government to do the right thing to
address a manifest injustice on this scale. 

“The severity and scale of the scandal was likely made much worse by the
economic model chosen for the Post Office – a public corporation with the
government as the sole shareholder, that was told to chase profits and
allowed to take risks with unproven, outsourced technology while Ministers
washed their hands of responsibility. 

“No one was in charge, no one cared and when it all went wrong, no-one was
responsible. We need models of ownership that put the public interest and
accountability first. The scandal also raises questions about the obsession
from all government parties with outsourcing and avoiding responsibility. 

“Of course, it is right that every wrongful conviction is overturned as
quickly as possible, but the fact that the government has been forced into
bringing forward emergency legislation that overrides the justice process
just underlines how numerous Ministers let this tragedy drift on into a full-
blown crisis. 

“This is not the first time government has been found wanting when the lives
of people have been turned upside down by failings in public administration.
Too many people are still waiting for justice, from Grenfell residents to
infected blood scandal victims, to nuclear test veterans. 

“Every one of these injustices needs resolving as soon as possible.” 
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