
Press release: UK to boost jobs and
trade for world’s poorest countries

The UK will sharpen its focus on economic development in the world’s poorest
countries to help create economic growth that will sustain rapidly growing
populations, provide a long term solution to poverty and deal with the root
causes of problems that affect Britain, International Development Secretary
Priti Patel announced today.

Over the next decade a billion more young people will enter the job market,
mainly in Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa. Africa’s population is set to double
by 2050. This demographic challenge will add to the pressure of protracted
crises and mass migration.

DFID’s first Economic Development Strategy sets out how investment in
economic development will help developing nations speed up their rate of
economic growth, trade more and industrialise faster, and ultimately lift
themselves out of poverty.

By helping the world’s poorest countries grow their economies, this
investment will help create the UK’s trading partners of the future, boost
global prosperity and address some of the root causes of global issues such
as mass migration and instability that affect the UK.

International Development Secretary Priti Patel said:

There is no task more urgent than defeating poverty. The UK has a
proud record of supporting people in desperate humanitarian crises,
but emergency help alone won’t tackle the global changes we face.

With dramatic increases in population across Africa and Asia,
developing nations must act fast to create jobs and investment,
which is why Global Britain is leading a more open, more modern
approach to development through our economic development to help
the world’s poorest countries stand on their own two feet.

Over the next decade a billion more young people will enter the job
market. Africa’s population is set to double by 2050 and as many as
18 million extra jobs will be needed. Failure will consign a
generation to a future where jobs and opportunity are out of reach,
potentially fuelling instability and mass migration with direct
consequences for Britain.

Developing countries want to harness trade, growth and investment
opportunities, and Britain will lead the way to lift huge numbers
out of grinding poverty to prosperity.

The department will work across government to increase the number and quality
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of jobs in poor countries, enable businesses to grow and prosper, and also
support better infrastructure, technology and a skilled and healthy
workforce.

Today’s announcement builds on the UK’s existing work to drive economic
development, which has helped almost 70 million people access financial
services, over 6 million people improve their land and property rights, and
improved access to clean energy for over 6 million people.

Through the new Economic Development Strategy DFID will:

build the potential for developing countries to trade more with the UK
and the world
create economic opportunities in fragile and conflict states where jobs
and livelihoods are desperately needed
build partnerships with business – including small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs) – to make it easier for companies, including those in
the UK, to invest in markets of the future
work closely with the City of London so it becomes the leading financial
centre for the developing world
focus investment in job-creating sectors such as manufacturing,
infrastructure and commercial agriculture to provide strong foundations
for sustainable growth
use the UK’s voice in the World Trade Organisation (WTO) to argue for
better and fairer trading rules
strengthen institutions, tackle corruption and help countries mobilise
their own domestic resources to support their development
continue to champion innovative private finance investment to stimulate
growth. CDC will be at the heart of this.

Speech: PM statement after talks with
Enda Kenny: 30 January 2017

I am delighted to be in Dublin today. It is the third time I have met the
Taoiseach since I became Prime Minister, and indeed the third time we have
spoken in the past month.

This is testament to the unique relationship between the UK and Ireland.
Family ties and bonds of affection unite our 2 countries and I am personally
committed to strengthening our relationship as the UK prepares to leave the
EU. We are leaving the EU but not Europe.

We will stay reliable partners, willing allies and close friends with our
neighbours, when we have so many values and interests in common.

I know that for the people of Ireland and Northern Ireland the ability to
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move freely across the border is an essential part of daily life, which is
why the Taoiseach and I have both been clear that there will be no return to
the borders of the past.

Maintaining the common travel area and excellent economic links with Ireland
will be important priorities for the UK in the talks ahead. Together we trade
€1.2 billion worth of goods and services every week. No one wants to see this
diminished.

The Taoiseach and I both reaffirmed our commitment to the Belfast Agreement
and its successors, including Stormont House and Fresh Start. An explicit
objective of the UK government’s work on Brexit is to ensure that full
account is taken of the particular circumstances of Northern Ireland.

I am pleased that already, our European partners have demonstrated a clear
understanding of the acute need to find a solution for Northern Ireland and
Ireland so that thousands of our citizens can continue to move freely across
Ireland every day. I want the reciprocal rights that our citizens enjoy in
both countries to continue, including the rights guaranteed under the Belfast
Agreement.

But I also recognise that when the UK leaves the EU, Ireland will remain a
member state and it is something I fully respect. It remains overwhelmingly
and compellingly in the UK’s national interest that the EU, with Ireland in
it, should succeed and prosper.

Today we have committed to building on the track record of strong co-
operation generated by our bilateral work programme. It’s important to me
that, while we have plenty of work to do to deliver a smooth exit for the UK
from the EU, we do not lose sight of the close links that benefit citizens in
both countries.

And so we have agreed to continue our bilateral work programme on a wide
range of issues some of which have been mentioned by the Taoiseach.

And of course discussed the political situation in Northern Ireland. Both the
Taoiseach and I have been unequivocal in our support for the political
process as the Northern Ireland parties navigate this electoral period. The
difficulties we face today are serious and it is fundamentally important that
we work with Northern Ireland’s political leadership to seek a solution.

The Northern Ireland Secretary will be fully engaged over the next few days
and months with the aim of ensuring that, once the election is over, a stable
devolved government is established that works for everyone. I welcome the
commitment of the Irish Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Charlie
Flanagan, in supporting that objective.

Our discussions here in Dublin today have been very constructive. And I’m
sure we will continue the close level of cooperation and friendship between
the UK and Ireland in the coming months and years ahead.
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process as the Northern Ireland parties navigate this electoral period. The
difficulties we face today are serious and it is fundamentally important that
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The Northern Ireland Secretary will be fully engaged over the next few days
and months with the aim of ensuring that, once the election is over, a stable
devolved government is established that works for everyone. I welcome the
commitment of the Irish Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Charlie
Flanagan, in supporting that objective.

Our discussions here in Dublin today have been very constructive. And I’m
sure we will continue the close level of cooperation and friendship between
the UK and Ireland in the coming months and years ahead.

Press release: Planned roadworks in
Devon and Cornwall: weekly summary for
Monday 30 January to Sunday 5 February
2017
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Part of:

Planned new and ongoing road improvements over the coming week.

The following summary of planned new and ongoing road improvements over the
coming week is correct as of the above date but could be subject to change
due to weather conditions or unforeseen circumstances. All our improvement
work is carried out with the aim of causing as little disruption as possible.

A30 Cannaframe, west of Launceston: resurfacing

Eastbound entry slip road will be closed nightly, 8pm to 6am, from 30 January
until 1 February. Diversion will be in place via the A30 westbound to Jamaica
Inn junction, Bolventor.
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A38 between Dobwalls and Turfdown, east of Bodmin: stabilisation
work

24-hour one-way system will be in operation between the Halfway House and
Trago Mills until 14 April. A 30mph speed limit will be in place between Two
Waters Foot and St Neot junction with a 24-hour westbound diversion via the
A390 and North Lane to rejoin the A38 west of Two Waters Foot. Trago Mills
can be accessed via the A38 as per normal.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.

News story: Education Secretary visit
to Arsenal football club

Education Secretary Justine Greening today (30 January 2017) visited Arsenal
football club to mark the launch of a joint reading initiative between
Arsenal in the Community and the University College London’s Institute of
Education (IOE).

The partnership aims to raise educational achievement with access to reading
programmes for more children in north London through Arsenal’s Double Club
initiative and the IOE’s Reading Recovery literacy intervention.

Ms Greening was given a tour of the Emirates Stadium before listening to a
group of 5- to 7-year-old children read.

Education Secretary Justine Greening said:

It is brilliant to see literacy and sporting activities working
together today with the Reading Recovery Read Aloud initiative. I
loved reading as a child, and it is really important that every
child can read well. That’s why the curriculum now has more focus
on reading and writing, while our phonics work is helping 147,000
more children to become great readers.

Playing sport is about more than just ensuring young people are
healthy and happy. Sport is also great for helping children develop
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team-working skills, communication skills and the ability to
problem-solve, which in turn make a big difference to young people
being able to reach their goals.

Arsenal’s Double Club is an award winning education programme for children in
the local community. It uses football as the hook to make learning fun and
engaging.

Jack McNicholl, Arsenal’s Double Club Manager, said:

This partnership will help us reach more children in the area, and
to continue to support them with their literacy development in an
engaging way. We work with over 30 local schools on a weekly basis
and this is fantastic opportunity to team up with UCL and the IOE
to help even more children.

Read Aloud, now in its third year, celebrates the success of thousands of
children who have been helped to overcome literacy difficulties through the
IOE’s Reading Recovery programme. Throughout February, schools across the UK
and Ireland will give children the opportunity to read books that are special
to them.

Reading Recovery supports 5- and 6-year-olds who are facing challenges in
learning to read and write, and gives them a short, intensive catch-up with
specially trained teachers. As a result, 8 out of 10 children catch up with
their classmates within 6 months.

Professor Becky Frances, Director of the UCL Institute of Education, said:

Our International Literacy Centre (ILC) is at the forefront of
improving outcomes in literacy education and has had considerable
success with providing professional learning for teachers who work
with children struggling with literacy. I am so pleased that the
Secretary of State has shown her support of Read Aloud by attending
our celebration and was able to witness first-hand how Reading
Recovery has benefitted some of these children.

Both programmes aim to support pupils who are currently below the national
average in reading and writing.
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