
“No more buck passing” – Greens call
on Keir Starmer to resign over latest
Mandelson revelation
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Reacting to a report in the Guardian that Peter Mandelson was appointed as
ambassador to the US despite failing the Government vetting process, Green
Party MP Siân Berry said:

“Keir Starmer has lied and lied again over his decision to appoint Peter
Mandelson and he must resign. Starmer told Parliament ‘due process’ had been
followed. This report makes clear that was untrue.

“He has tried to blame the vetting process, when in fact it is reported that
a decision was taken to ignore a failed vetting. We need answers on what and
when Starmer and David Lammy knew about this decision to overrule the vetting
report.

“The precise reasons for Mandelson’s failure to pass this vetting must be
made public, even though it was known to everyone that Mandelson was friends
with the world’s most notorious paedophile prior to the appointment. It is
outrageous that it is being reported that senior government officials are now
considering whether to withhold from parliament documents that show Mandelson
wasn’t given security clearance.

“No more buck passing, no more mysteriously vanishing mobile phones, the
public need the truth.”
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The Green Party has warned that the use of foodbanks in the UK has become
‘normalised’, pointing to the fact that around 6.5 million people a year turn
to charitable food providers and that one in five people doing so are from a
working household [1]. 

In 2025, 2.9 million emergency food parcels were provided to people facing
hardship across the UK between April 2024 and March 2025, with more than a
million of these provided for children [2]. 

Green Party leader Zack Polanski and deputy leader, Rachel Millward, will use
a visit to a Community Fridge in Sussex on Wednesday [3]
to announce measures to end the ‘normalisation’ of food banks and tackle
the ‘affordability crisis’. They will call for: 

universal support with energy bills this winter 

the extension of free school meals to all primary and secondary pupils 

the introduction of rent controls – because housing costs are one of
the greatest impacts on household poverty  

the UK to join a customs union with the EU to reduce costs to
businesses 

 the introduction of a 10:1 pay ratio which would help increase wages
for those on lower incomes while limiting the salaries of high-
paid executives. 

Zack Polanski, leader of the Green Party said:  

“The affordability crisis is something affecting nearly everyone, from the
most vulnerable to people in work and comfortable, where any change
in circumstance can push people over the edge into requiring a foodbank. This
crisis is totally avoidable and down to choices made by this Labour
government and previous Tory governments. The Greens have a plan which would
make different choices, taking on corporate power and vested interests to
give ordinary people a way out of this crisis” 

Rachel Millward, deputy leader of the Green Party said: 

“The UK is the sixth largest economy in the world [4] where the 50 richest
families hold more wealth than the poorest 50% of the population [5]. Yet
millions face food insecurity, food poverty and turn to foodbanks to prevent
them going hungry. A high proportion of these are people from working
households.  

“It’s time to end the normalisation of food bank use and the scourge of food
and energy poverty affecting so many families. Greens are bringing policies
to the table to do just that.” 

Notes 

Food-bank-facts-1.pdf 1.
UK sees 51% rise in emergency food parcels for families, says Trussell |2.

https://hub.foodbank.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Food-bank-facts-1.pdf
https://www.charitytoday.co.uk/uk-sees-51-rise-in-emergency-food-parcels-for-families-says-trussell/


Charity Today News 
GDP by Country (2026) – Worldometer 3.
UK’s richest 50 families have more wealth than 50% of the population 4.
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Hope beat hate – how Greens took on Reform in Kent… and won!

The Green Party has a new councillor on Kent County Council, but that’s only
half the story.

Cllr Rob Yates – and his hundreds of campaigners – defied all the odds to
defeat Reform in a “seismic” victory in a Margate by-election last week,
upending all predictions, and leading the way for Greens looking to defeat
Reform in May.

Greens vs Reform. Hope vs hate.

At the launch of the Green Party’s local election campaign last Thursday,
Green Party leader Zack Polanski made clear what’s at stake at the ballot box
in May:

“This election is between the Green Party and the Reform Party. It is a
straight up battle between hope and hate.”

His message to voters was just as clear:

“We can reject the hate of Reform and instead bring in politics that actually
benefits people’s lives, that improves their living standards, lowers their
bills and redistributes power and wealth from the super wealthy into our
communities”.

But can hope really beat hate? Can the people-powered Green Party take on
Nigel Farage’s billionaire-backed Reform party and win?

We didn’t have to wait until May to find out.

The same day Zack was launching the Greens’ national election campaign with
an affordable housing pledge in South London, local Green campaigners were
out on the doorsteps in Margate to turn out the vote in a crucial council by-
election.
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No more no-go areas for the Green Party

The seat: Cliftonville. The council: Kent County Council. A Reform seat – won
just last year with 40% of the vote – on a Reform-controlled council.

The Green Party came fourth in that 2025 election, but that didn’t deter
candidate Rob Yates nor campaigners across the region. After all, the Green
Party wasn’t supposed to win in the Gorton and Denton parliamentary by-
election. And as with the waves of Green support that flocked to Manchester,
Greens turned out in Margate.

On the day before the election, over 400 people joined Zack on the Margate
seafront for an emergency rally called with just 24 hours’ notice – all
inspired by the simple message that a vote for Rob was a vote for hope.

When voters in Cliftonville headed to the polling station the next day, they
would not just be casting their ballots. They would be giving their verdict
on a chaotic year of Reform control in Kent, and putting Zack Polanski’s
argument that hope can triumph over hate to an early test.

The result was decisive. The people of Cliftonville voted hope.

As with Hannah Spencer’s victory in Gorton and Denton, Rob Yates defeat of
Reform on home turf made one thing clear: there are no more no-go areas for
the Green Party. Greens can take on Reform anywhere – and win.

“Greens are the antidote to Reform”

Reactions from Greens underscored the significance of the “seismic” result.

Having added county councillor to a resumé that already includes district
councillor and a career in renewables, Rob Yates said the result “shows that
across Kent and across the country the Greens are the antidote to Reform.”

Mark Hood, the Green Group leader on Kent County Council, said the result was
“seismic” for Kent and for the country. “Reform lost this seat after less
than a year due to their dismal record of failure, chaos and managed decline
running Kent County Council. The defeat is a major embarrassment for Nigel
Farage.”

And Green Party Leader Zack Polanski noted the pattern of wins vs Reform:
“Greens are making a habit of taking on Reform – and winning! Robert Jenrick
came to visit – as did Emily Thornberry. And their vote share both dropped.
Huge congratulations to the entire Green Party team. People power wins the
day once again!”

Greens are taking on Reform where you live – help us win

As Zack said at the campaign launch, it will be Greens vs Reform in May.

Greens beat Reform in Manchester and again in Kent thanks to the incredible
turnout of Green campaigners.



Greens can beat Reform where you live – but that will depend on you.

We can win big all over the country in May – but we’ll need your help. You
can help us replace Labour and defeat Reform. There are action days all over
the country. Find one near you and sign up today.



Featured photo of Margate rally by Aldo Ciarrocchi
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Greens turned out in Margate.

On the day before the election, over 400 people joined Zack on the Margate
seafront for an emergency rally called with just 24 hours’ notice – all
inspired by the simple message that a vote for Rob was a vote for hope.

When voters in Cliftonville headed to the polling station the next day, they
would not just be casting their ballots. They would be giving their verdict
on a chaotic year of Reform control in Kent, and putting Zack Polanski’s
argument that hope can triumph over hate to an early test.

The result was decisive. The people of Cliftonville voted hope.

As with Hannah Spencer’s victory in Gorton and Denton, Rob Yates defeat of
Reform on home turf made one thing clear: there are no more no-go areas for
the Green Party. Greens can take on Reform anywhere – and win.

“Greens are the antidote to Reform”

Reactions from Greens underscored the significance of the “seismic” result.

Having added county councillor to a resumé that already includes district
councillor and a career in renewables, Rob Yates said the result “shows that
across Kent and across the country the Greens are the antidote to Reform.”

Mark Hood, the Green Group leader on Kent County Council, said the result was
“seismic” for Kent and for the country. “Reform lost this seat after less
than a year due to their dismal record of failure, chaos and managed decline
running Kent County Council. The defeat is a major embarrassment for Nigel
Farage.”

And Green Party Leader Zack Polanski noted the pattern of wins vs Reform:
“Greens are making a habit of taking on Reform – and winning! Robert Jenrick
came to visit – as did Emily Thornberry. And their vote share both dropped.
Huge congratulations to the entire Green Party team. People power wins the
day once again!”

Greens are taking on Reform where you live – help us win

As Zack said at the campaign launch, it will be Greens vs Reform in May.

Greens beat Reform in Manchester and again in Kent thanks to the incredible
turnout of Green campaigners.

Greens can beat Reform where you live – but that will depend on you.

We can win big all over the country in May – but we’ll need your help. You
can help us replace Labour and defeat Reform. There are action days all over
the country. Find one near you and sign up today.
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Only Just Getting Started

Green Party membership has grown by more than 2,000 a day, over 15,000 in a
week, since our historic by-election victory in Gorton and Denton –
rising from 200,000 members to over 215,000.   
  
This milestone caps off a week of records for the Green Party.  

Last Friday in the early hours, Hannah Spencer became our fifth MP, after
winning the Gorton and Denton by-election – the first ever victory for the
Green Party in a Parliamentary by-election. 
 
The game-changing result for UK politics was followed by even more good news
for the party, as the weekly Sky News YouGov poll put the Greens on 21% of
the national vote.  

This is the party’s highest level ever recorded, and put us ahead of both
Labour and the Conservatives who were tied on 16% each. Crucially the poll
put the Green Party within touching distance of Reform on 23%.   

Hannah Spencer: “We’re breaking records left, right and centre
and we’re ready to win across the country this May” 

“I heard in Gorton and Denton time and time again, this was the first time

http://www.government-world.com/only-just-getting-started/
https://news.sky.com/story/greens-overtake-labour-in-sensational-poll-13514420


that people had felt included in politics, and a genuine sense of hope. That
hope was reflected in the ballot box last week, in the polls we’ve seen this
week and in the huge surge of new party members. People like that we’re clear
on not just pointing out the problems, but offering real world, practical
solutions.”  

“Across the country we’re hearing the same message: people are ready for bold
action on cost of living, on housing, on the NHS, and on real democratic
reform,” said Hannah. We’re breaking records left, right and centre
and we’re ready to win across the country this May. And believe me when I
say we’re only just getting started!”   

“Labour clearly hasn’t learnt the lessons of the Gorton and Denton by-
election. What we heard on the doorstep is that people don’t like Labour
aping Reform’s grubby practice of blaming migrants for everything. These
policies only divide our communities whereas we believe everyone should be
treated with dignity, and respect – wherever you are from.”

As the party heads toward the local elections in England and the Senedd
elections in Wales this May, we are looking to turn these recent
polling, membership and by-election victories into substantial gains at the
ballot box. 

And you can help! Find out more about our next national action days and get
involved.
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