
Webinar on ESMA's report on trends,
risks and vulnerabilities no.2 2020

The Report analyses the impact of COVID-19 on financial markets during the
first half of 2020 and highlights the risk of a potential decoupling of
financial market performance and underlying economic activity, which raises
the question of the sustainability of the current market rebound. 

During the webinar you will see a presentation of the report and its
findings.  The presentation will be followed by a Q&A session.

EUIPO Executive Director meets
Commissioner Didier Reynders
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EUIPO Executive Director meets Commissioner Didier Reynders

The Executive Director of the EUIPO, Christian Archambeau, has held a meeting
with the EU Commissioner for Justice, Mr Didier Reynders.

During the meeting, which took place via videolink, Mr Archambeau presented
the EUIPO’s Strategic Plan 2025 and the work of the European Observatory on
Infringements of Intellectual Property Rights.

The EUIPO’s cooperation with other EU institutions and agencies, such as
CEPOL, Europol and Eurojust, was also discussed, as was the growing impact of
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intellectual property crime and its links to other serious crimes.

Mr Archambeau has engaged in a series of bilateral meetings with EU
representatives. Through these contacts, the EUIPO is actively seeking to
contribute to the European Commission’s and EU institutions’ policies within
the field of IP rights and their protection.
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Libya: High Representative held talks
with President Serraj and

The High Representative/Vice-President Josep Borrell visited Libya on Tuesday
1st September for the first time since the beginning of his mandate,
continuing EU efforts to advance the political process and resume political
dialogue to end the conflict in the country.

He met with President of the Presidency Council and Prime Minister of the
Government of National Accord (GNA) Faiez Serraj in Tripoli and with the
President of the House of Representatives Aguila Saleh in Al Qubah in eastern
Libya.

In his meetings, Josep Borrell reiterated the EU’s support to an inclusive
Libyan-led and Libyan-owned political resolution of the Libyan conflict and
confirmed that Libya remains on top of the EU’s political agenda. He
discussed the latest developments in the country, and conveyed EU’s strong
and unwavering commitment to preserve Libya’s territorial integrity,
sovereignty and national unity. 

The visit of the High Representative took place shortly after the 21 August
understanding between President Serraj and Speaker Saleh, which provides for
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a ceasefire, the return of foreign fighters  to be discussed in  the next
round of 5+5 military talks, modalities for lifting the oil blockade, and the
relaunch of the political process leading to an agreed reform and  eventual
elections.

In his meetings in Tripoli and Al Qubah, the High Representative welcomed the
ceasefire understanding and stressed the need for its prompt sustainable
implementation. He was encouraged to hear the determination and commitment
from his Libyan interlocutors to work in this direction, and to implement
these principles in the framework of the UN-led Berlin process. This process
is the only international framework that offers a realistic opportunity for
the political dialogue needed to bring the Libyan conflict to an end.
Discussions focused on the required mediation efforts and de-escalation
measures, including the enforcement of the UN arms embargo and EU operation
Irini’s role in its implementation.

In the meeting with Prime Minister Serraj and his cabinet members, the High
Representative also discussed other issues of common concern, including
migration management and the recent public demonstrations.

In Tripoli, Josep Borrell also met with the Chairman of the National Oil
Corporation, Mustafa Sanalla to discuss the worrying situation of the oil
blockade that urgently requires joint international resolve to prevent a
collapse of Libya’s oil sector, which is crucial for Libya’s economy and the
prosperity of its people.

During his talks in Al Qubah with Speaker Saleh, the High Representative got
additional updates about the situation in eastern Libya and spoke about
related prospects for a peaceful resolution of the Libyan conflict.

Chair's Statement following the 1
September meeting of the Joint
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A meeting of the Joint Commission of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) took place in Vienna on Tuesday 1st September. Under the terms of the
JCPOA, the Joint Commission is responsible for overseeing the implementation
of the agreement. The Joint Commission was chaired, on behalf of EU High
Representative Josep Borrell, by EEAS Secretary General Helga-Maria Schmid
and was attended by representatives of China, France, Germany, Russia, the
United Kingdom and Iran at the level of Political Directors/Deputy Foreign
Ministers.

All participants reaffirmed the importance of preserving the agreement
recalling that it is a key element of the global nuclear non-proliferation
architecture, as endorsed by United Nations Security Council Resolution 2231
(2015). Full implementation of the agreement by all sides remains crucial.

In light of recent discussions in the UN Security Council in New York
concerning the issue of the attempted reinstatement of previously lifted UN
sanctions, the participants reaffirmed that the United States unilaterally
announced its cessation of participation in the JCPOA on 8 May 2018 and that
it had not participated in any JCPOA-related activities subsequently.
Participants reconfirmed that it therefore could not be considered as a
participant State. In this regard, participants also reaffirmed their various
statements and communications made previously at the UN Security Council
including that of the High Representative of 20 August as the Coordinator of
the JCPOA to the effect that the US cannot initiate the process of
reinstating UN sanctions under UNSC resolution 2231.

Participants welcomed the Joint Statement of Iran and the IAEA dated 26
August, the implementation of which has already started. In this context,
they recalled the important role of the IAEA as the sole impartial and
independent international organisation responsible for the monitoring and
verification of nuclear non-proliferation commitments.

The Joint Commission addressed nuclear as well as sanctions lifting issues
under the agreement. Experts will continue discussions on all issues of
concern.

Participants reiterated the importance of nuclear non-proliferation projects,
in particular the Arak Modernisation Project and the stable isotope project
in Fordow. Taking into account the potential consequences of the US decision
in May to end the Arak waiver, participants reiterated their strong support
and collective responsibility for the continuation of the project.

The meeting took place against the background of the coronavirus pandemic.
Participants expressed their solidarity with all countries affected and with
their efforts to address the outbreak. The Joint Commission had not been able
to convene recently due to relevant travel restrictions.



Declaration by the High Representative
on behalf of the EU on the alignment
of certain countries concerning
restrictive measures against Iran

On 18 June 2020, the Council adopted Decision (CFSP) 2020/849[1] amending
Council Decision 2010/413/CFSP.

The Council Decision amends the list of persons and entities subject to
restrictive measures as set out in Annex II to Decision 2010/413.

The Candidate Countries the Republic of North Macedonia, Montenegro and
Albania[2], the country of the Stabilisation and Association Process and
potential candidate Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the EFTA countries Iceland,
Liechtenstein and Norway, members of the European Economic Area, as well as
the Republic of Moldova align themselves with this Council Decision.

They will ensure that their national policies conform to this Council
Decision.

The European Union takes note of this commitment and welcomes it.

[1] Published on 19.06.2020 in the Official Journal of the European Union n°.
L 196, p. 8

[2] The Republic of North Macedonia, Montenegro and Albania continue to be
part of the Stabilisation and Association Process.
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