Press release: Flood-hit farm groups
given £800,000

The focus of this round of the Facilitation Fund is on developing a new
approach to natural flood management, to help communities hit by the winter
storms of 2015 and early 2016.

Organisations such as the National Trust, Yorkshire Dales National Park and
the Rivers Trust are joining forces with farmers. They will plant trees,
create water meadows and restore rivers to their natural meanders within
river catchments in Cumbria, Lancashire, Greater Manchester, Northumberland,
County Durham and Yorkshire.

In the 2 years since the scheme began 61 groups with 1218 land managers have
been supported, covering more than 273,000 hectares of land.

Farming Minister George Eustice said:

We are committed to helping farmers better protect their land, and
surrounding communities, from flooding.

We're already investing £15 million in natural flood management
schemes across the country, making sure we protect homes and
businesses as well as protecting our precious wildlife.

This exciting scheme is a win-win and will see us build-up flood
resilience while at the same time achieving some real benefits for
our rich natural habitats including our ancient woodlands,
grasslands and moorlands.

This is the latest in a series of natural flood management projects which
demonstrate the government’s commitment to using the best available mix of
flood protection measures.

It builds on £15m already committed to similar schemes across the country.

Chief Executive of Natural England James Cross said:

The Facilitation Fund is enabling farmers to use natural flood
management techniques, such as slowing the flow through river
restoration and tree planting, which not only help to cope with the
extreme climatic events that the environment is throwing at us but
also benefit nature.

We’'ve relied heavily on local knowledge from our area advisers and
the expertise of our partners to help groups put forward plans that
will benefit nature at the same time as reducing the risk of
flooding.
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The scheme is designed to work with nature in flood-hit communities, in
response to priority actions identified in Flood Action Plans.

The projects funded this year add to our learning around managing extreme
climate events through natural flood management. This technique uses nature-
based solutions to address flood management through activities such as:

e restoring ancient and native woodland

e creating more wet woodland

e management of grasslands, including traditional hay meadow

e management of moorlands to restore blanket bog and wet heathland
e restoration of river habitat

e improved soil management

Across England a total of £5.4 million has been committed through the
Countryside Stewardship Facilitation Fund for groups of land managers to
improve their local environment at a landscape-scale. This builds on the
principles of partnership working to deliver ambitious, evidence-based
actions that will deliver for the environment, business and local
communities.

Press release: Energy reforms come
into force today

e Energy suppliers to focus help on vulnerable households
e Part of plan to improve energy efficiency of 1 million homes by 2020

Homes across Great Britain will get extra support to make their homes cheaper
and easier to keep warm thanks to Government reforms that have come into
force today.

Changes to the Energy Company Obligation (ECO) will make sure energy
companies give support to people struggling to meet their heating bills, with
plans to extend the scheme from April 2017 to September 2018 also confirmed.

Consumer Minister, Margot James said:

The big energy firms already have to help households save gas and
electricity bills, by improving homes so they are easier and
cheaper to keep warm.

We're strengthening this obligation today and making sure they
prioritise low income households as part of our plan to insulate 1
million homes by 2020.
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The reforms, which were consulted on last year, will simplify the scheme,
with energy companies required to provide struggling households with energy
efficiency measures to make their homes warmer and bring their bills down.

As well as an increased focus on low income and vulnerable homes, eligibility
will be extended to social housing tenants in EPC bands E, F and G, and local
authorities will also be able to help match people with energy suppliers.

Suppliers will also be required to install a minimum 21,000 solid wall
insulations per year, up from the earlier proposal of 17,000.

There will be continuing protection for the delivery of energy efficiency
measures in rural areas, with a requirement that 15% of suppliers’ Carbon
Emissions Reduction Obligation be delivered in these areas.

ECO has proved a very effective delivery mechanism with around 2.2 million
measures installed in around 1.7 million properties between 2013 and the end
of January 2017.

Notes to editors

e The Energy Company Obligation (ECO) is focused on insulation measures
(e.g. solid wall insulation, cavity wall insulation, loft and room in
roof insulation amongst others).

e Under the part of the part of ECO focused on fuel poverty, households
can also receive heating measures, including first time central heating
and more efficient boilers.

e The energy companies obligated are British Gas, The Co-operative, EDF
Energy, EON Energy, First Utility, npower, OVO Energy, Scottish power,
SSE, Utilita, Utility Warehouse, Extra Energy, Spark Energy, Flow
Energy, Economy Energy.

e There are three ways to qualify under the Affordable Warmth element of
the scheme: i) those in receipt of certain means tested benefits ii)
those living in social housing with an EPC of E,F or G and iii) those
referred to suppliers by local authorities under the newly-introduced
flexible eligibility. Suppliers can also refer households who are in or
at risk of fuel poverty or vulnerable to living in a cold home.

e The 18-month extension will provide industry with time to adapt their IT
and delivery models to deliver insulation rather than boilers to fuel
poor households.

e Eligibility for certain measures under Affordable Warmth is extended to
social housing in Energy Performance Certificate (EPC) bands E, F and G
in order to allow measures to be provided to social tenants who are most
in need and more likely to be fuel poor.

e Households are usually identified by the installation companies who fit
the energy efficiency measures on behalf of energy companies.

e A small proportion of customers are also referred via the Energy Saving
Advice Service.

e For independent, expert advice and to find out if you are eligible for
support, contact the Energy Saving Advice Service on 0300 123 1234.
Calling hours: Monday to Friday, 9am to 8pm. (Calls cost no more than a



national rate call)

Transparency data: Register of
Interests — Forestry Commissioners

Updated: Updated Register of Interests for 2018

The Register of Interests for Forestry Commissioners.

News story: South West Water fail to
report dead fish after polluting Devon
stream

South West Water has been ordered to pay £89,000 in fines and costs for
polluting a stream in Woodbury near Exeter. The case was brought by the
Environment Agency.

A court heard how large numbers of fish died following the incident at Ham
Lane Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) in September 2014 following an illegal
discharge. CSOs are allowed to discharge during storm conditions to prevent
the internal flooding of properties. They are not permitted to operate during
periods of dry weather.

The spill was caused by a blockage that resulted in effluent being discharged
into a nearby stream over one to two days. The pollution adversely affected
water quality in the stream and killed more than 150 fish.

The water company must report any fish kills that occur following a pollution
incident. It failed to report this important information to the Environment
Agency.

Instead, a witness alerted the Environment Agency to the seriousness of the
incident after seeing South West Water staff collect and remove dead fish
from below the CSO discharge pipe over several days as part of its
remediation work on the stream.

The discharge occurred during a period of dry weather. The dead fish included
minnows, stone loach, bullhead and eels.
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Pete Ball of the Environment Agency said:

It is important water companies regularly inspect and maintain
their structures and assets such as CSOs to ensure they are
operating in accordance with their permit and do not cause
pollution.

While South West Water responded quickly to this incident, it
failed to report the extent of the environmental impact of this
spill, especially the fish deaths.

Appearing before Exeter Crown Court, South West Water Ltd was fined £70,000
and ordered to pay £19,023 costs after pleading guilty to breaching its
environmental permit at Ham Lane Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO), Woodbury on
or around 27 September 2014.

Notice: NG13 9DU, Smite Farms Limited:

environmental permit issued

The Environment Agency publish permits that they issue under the Industrial
Emissions Directive (IED).

This decision includes the permit and decision document for:

e Operator name: Smite Farms Limited
e Installation name: Smite Lane Farm
e Permit number: EPR/DP3136DM/V002
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