
Press release: Man fined for running
illegal waste site

A Gateshead man has been fined and ordered to pay thousands of pounds in
compensation after he illegally stored waste at a site and then abandoned it.

John James Armstrong, 52, of Park Lane, Winlaton Mill, appeared at North
Tyneside Magistrates’ Court on Friday 7 April.

He pleaded guilty to one offence of operating a waste site without a permit.

He was fined £1,000, ordered to pay compensation of £7,069.49 to the
landowner to cover the costs they paid to clear the site, and £1,591.26
costs.

Armstrong was Director of Canterhall Builders Limited, a construction company
which dissolved on 23 May 2016.

Prosecuting on behalf of the Environment Agency, Simon Crowder told the court
that on 20 April, 2016, two Environment Agency officers attended the unit at
Unit 1 Felling Business Centre, Green Lane.

They saw the site was covered in construction waste, including bricks, broken
concrete, wood, plaster board, insulations, pallets, old kitchen units,
benches and electrical waste. There was also a skip full of building waste.

Enquiries revealed that Canterhall were tenants at the site but had abandoned
it earlier in the month.

On 16 May a letter requesting removal of the waste was given to the
landowner.
On 23 May Environment Agency officers traced the defendant to a site in
Swalwell, where he was given a letter inviting him to be interviewed.

Two days later the site at Felling was cleared by the landowners, at a total
cost to them of more than £7,000.

The defendant has no previous convictions and was co-operative during the
investigation.

During an interview on 2 June he said that if it was not cost effective to
hire a skip to remove waste from carrying out construction work, then he
would instead transport the waste back to the unit. When there was enough
waste at the unit he would then order a skip to have it removed.

He said in January 2016 more and more waste was deposited at the unit and due
to financial problems he could not afford skips to get the waste removed. He
said he left the unit on 10 April and had made no attempts to clear the
waste.
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He added he was unaware of the need for an environmental permit or registered
exemptions.

The Environment Agency’s Paul Whitehill said:

We take waste crime very seriously. It can cause serious pollution
to the environment, put communities at risk and undermine local
businesses.

The defended flouted the law for financial gain – he cut costs by
not hiring skips at the sites where work was taking place to ensure
disposal of the waste.

He also avoided the cost of an environmental permit and annual
subsistence fees. Illegal waste activities that avoid regulatory
controls don’t have the appropriate infrastructure to protect the
environment, and can have a detrimental impact on local
communities.

The sentence follows calls from the Environment Agency warning landowners
about criminals looking to profit by dumping waste illegally on their land.

Landowners can often find their property filled with waste and abandoned by
tenants, leaving owners with an expensive clean-up bill. The Environment
Agency is cracking down on waste crime and taking tough action to deal with
this behaviour.

This ruling demonstrates that people can be made to pay for the cost of
clearing the mess they leave behind.

Information and advice about environmental permits can be found on the
Environment Agency website. To report illegal waste activity contact
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Press release: Environment Agency
tests new powers for volunteer
bailiffs

The Environment Agency and Angling Trust are running a pilot project, funded
by the fishing licence, testing the benefits of giving members of Voluntary
Bailiff Service powers to make fishing licence and byelaw checks. If
successful, the initiative’s expansion would allow Environment Agency
fisheries officers to focus on investigations into other types of fisheries
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crime.

In the first phase of the project, the Angling Trust recruited over 300
volunteers across England to help Environment Agency fisheries officers by
providing information and reporting suspicious incidents on riverbanks and
lakes.

In the second phase, the pilot project has now trained 10 of the Voluntary
Bailiff Service members from the south east to undertake fishing licence and
byelaw compliance checking patrols, reporting offenders in the same way that
Environment Agency enforcement officers do.

Judy Proctor, head of fisheries at the Environment Agency said:

The volunteer bailiffs already provide a great service to angling
by helping our officers catch people fishing illegally. We will be
evaluating the pilot carefully to see what more can be done and how
we can improve the service.

There is no excuse for illegal fishing. A fishing licence costs
from just £30 for a whole year and you can get one on GOV.UK.
Anyone fishing illegally can expect to be prosecuted and face a
fine of up to £2,500 and up to £50,000 for byelaw offences. In
2015/16, the Environment Agency’s patrols checked 62,076 rod
licences and brought 2,043 successful prosecutions for fisheries
crime.

The Voluntary Bailiff Service recently inducted a further 35 new Phase 1
recruits in the North East and is currently recruiting in the rest of
England. Induction and training days are being held this spring and anyone
expressing an interest in joining the VBS should email
karen.sarkar@anglingtrust.net

Official Statistics: National Forest
Inventory: tree cover outside woodland
in GB

Reports on the areas and numbers of small woods, groups of trees, lone and
hedgerow trees outside of main National Forest Inventory (NFI) woodland, with
statistics broken down by category and sub-category (NFI woodland has a
minimum size of 0.5 hectares.) Areas and lengths of hedgerows are also
covered. Statistics are reported for GB, England, Scotland, Wales, individual
NFI regions within England and Wales, and separately for urban and rural
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areas. Overall purpose is to quantify and characterise tree features outside
woodland in GB for use in such areas as carbon sequestration, resource
evaluation, tree pest and disease modelling and characterisation of urban and
rural environments.

Notice: N18 3AG, North London Waste
Authority: environmental permit draft
decision advertisement

The Environment Agency consults the public on certain applications for waste
operations, mining waste operations, installations, water discharge and
groundwater activities. In some cases they also consult on draft decisions
for environmental permits. The arrangements are explained in its Public
Participation Statement
These notices explain:

the Environment Agency’s proposed decision and the reasons and
considerations on which they’ve based this
additional relevant information available since the application was
advertised
any information or guidance provided by the Secretary of State relevant
to the application

Press release: £6.8m Lincshore scheme
starts soon to reduce coastal flood
risk

The Environment Agency’s flagship Lincshore scheme involves dredging sand
from the seabed and pumping it onto the beach, replacing levels lost to the
sea during the winter.

This reduces the risk of waves reaching and overtopping the main sea
defences, protecting them from damage and erosion.

This year, the £6.8m project will begin Monday, 24 April at Boygrift. Over
the next 6 weeks, beaches at Trusthorpe, Mablethorpe, Ingoldmells, Trunch
Lane, Wolla Bank, Chapel Six Marshes and Huttoft will be replenished.
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Mark Robinson, senior coastal advisor at the Environment Agency, said:

The beaches take the brunt of the waves’ energy, which would
otherwise impact on coastal defences such as sea walls. Storms and
large waves are more frequent during winter months, leading to
erosion of the sand from these beaches.

” Replacing the sand helps extend the life of the sea defences –
defences that reduce coastal flood risk to more than 30,000 homes
and businesses, 19,000 static caravans and 35,000 hectares of land.

Additionally there’s an amenity value, benefitting and encouraging
tourism on the coast, as otherwise there would be very little sand
on our beaches.

Mark added:

We time our works to minimise disruption to local communities and
visitors, but unfortunately we will need to close off sections of
beach while we’re working on them to keep people safe.

This work is important to maintain coastal flood defences, so we
appreciate residents’ ongoing patience if there’s minor disruption.

This year, around 350,000m3 of sand will be dredged from designated areas
20km offshore. The dredger used will be the HAM316, which carries about
10,000 tonnes of sand at a time. Additionally, the equipment used to move
sand on the beach has the lowest carbon footprint of its class.

Lincshore first began in 1994 and covers 20km of beach frontage between
Skegness and Mablethorpe.

The Environment Agency is currently reviewing how coastal flood risk will
continue to be managed in the future and will be seeking the views of local
communities, businesses and partners to help shape this.

While Lincshore helps maintain an excellent standard of protection from
flooding, those living and working in coastal communities should take steps
to ensure they know what to do in an emergency – such as knowing your risk,
making a plan, and signing up for our free flood warnings. To find out more,
call 0345 988 1188 or visit our website.

https://www.gov.uk/flood

