Appointments to Airport Authority Hong
Kong

The Government today (May 29) announced the appointments of Mr Rock Chen
Chung-nin, Ms Irene Chow Man-1ling and Ms Winnie Yeung Cheung-wah as members
of the Airport Authority Hong Kong (AA) for a three-year term from June 1,
2020, to May 31, 2023.

The Government also re-appointed Mr Steven Ho Chun-yin, Mr Carlson Tong
and Mr Frankie Yick Chi-ming as members of the AA from June 1, 2020. Mr Ho
and Mr Yick have been re-appointed for a term of one year ending May 31,
2021, while Mr Tong has been re-appointed for a term of three years ending
May 31, 2023.

Mr Franklin Lam Fan-keung and Mr Peter To will be leaving the AA on June
1, 2020.

The Secretary for Transport and Housing, Mr Frank Chan Fan, expressed
his heartfelt thanks to the two members for their valuable advice on various
issues concerning the services and expansion of the Hong Kong International
Airport and their contributions to the work of the AA during the tenure.

Under the Airport Authority Ordinance, the Chairman and members of the
AA are appointed by the Chief Executive. The appointments were published in
the Government Gazette today.

The following is the full membership of the AA with effect from June 1,
2020:

Chairman:

Mr Jack So Chak-kwong

Members:

Mr Rock Chen Chung-nin

Ms Irene Chow Man-1ling

Mr Stuart Thomson Gulliver

Mr Steven Ho Chun-yin

Dr Lo Wai-kwok

Mr Carlson Tong

Mr Adrian Wong Koon-man

Mr Billy Wong Wing-hoo

Mr Thomas Jefferson Wu

Ms Winnie Yeung Cheung-wah

Mr Frankie Yick Chi-ming

Dr Allan Zeman

Secretary for Transport and Housing
Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury
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Director-General of Civil Aviation
Chief Executive Officer, Airport Authority (ex officio)

Anti-epidemic Subsidy Scheme for the
Laundry Trade opens for application

A spokesman for the Environment Bureau (ENB) said today (May 29) that
the Government has launched the Anti-epidemic Subsidy Scheme for the Laundry
Trade under the Anti-epidemic Fund (AEF) to help the laundry trade cope with
the challenges brought about by the current economic situation. The Scheme,
being implemented by the Environmental Protection Department (EPD), is open
for application from today.

The ENB spokesman said, "Due to the impact of the COVID-19 epidemic, the
business of various sectors has declined sharply. The laundry trade,
providing downstream support, has also been hard hit. About 30 per cent of
the trade's employees are people aged 65 or above.

"A sum of about $90 million has been earmarked under the AEF for the
Scheme to provide a one-off subsidy to help the laundry and/or dry cleaning
services industry meet their operational costs. The Scheme is expected to
benefit about 1 400 laundry shops and workshops."

To take care of the livelihood of employees aged 65 or above in the
laundry trade, the Government requires an undertaking from the applicants of
the Scheme not to reduce the total number of employees aged 65 or above for
three months upon receipt of the subsidies. Otherwise, the Government may
retrieve any subsidy already disbursed.

Under the Scheme, eligible applicants must hold valid business
registration certificates for operating laundry and dry cleaning services or
related collection and dispatch services at outlet shops. The services should
have been in operation on or before May 12, 2020, and should be still in
operation on the date of submitting applications for the Scheme.

Each eligible laundry shop or workshop (premises) will receive a one-off
subsidy depending on its size of operation. The subsidy amount is as follows:

Category |Size |Subsidy amount

Premises providing collection and
dispatch outlet services only. No
on-site laundry or dry cleaning
service is provided.

First $10, 000
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Premises with average daily water
consumption of less than 3.225
Second cubic metres (equivalent to $40,000
average monthly water consumption
of less than 100 cu m).

Premises with average daily water
consumption of not less than
3.225 cu m but less than 32.258
Third cu m (equivalent to average $80,000
monthly water consumption of not
less than 100 cu m but less than
1,000 cu m).

Premises with

(1) average daily water
consumption of not less than
32.258 cu m (equivalent to
average monthly water consumption
of not less than 1,000 cu m) or
(2) internal floor area of not
less than 1,000 square metres

Fourth $150,000

The application period for the Scheme is from today to June 12 (Friday).
The laundry trade can visit the EPD website
(www.epd.gov.hk/laundry subsidy.html) (Chinese only) for details of the
Scheme and downloading the application form. The completed application form
together with supporting documents should be submitted by email
to laundry subsidy@epd.gov.hk; by post to the EPD's office at Room 3410,
34/F, Hopewell Centre, 183 Queen's Road East, Wan Chai, Hong Kong; or in
person to the regional offices of the EPD. It is expected that the first
batch of subsidies will be disbursed to approved applicants in late June at
the earliest. For enquiries concerning details of the Scheme, applicants can
call the telephone hotline (3107 8403) or send an email to
laundry subsidy@epd.gov.hk.

Red flags hoisted at Stanley Main
Beach and Shek 0 Beach

Attention TV/radio announcers:
Please broadcast the following as soon as possible:
Here is an item of interest to swimmers.

The Leisure and Cultural Services Department announced today (May 29)
that due to big waves, red flags have been hoisted at Stanley Main Beach and
Shek 0 Beach in Southern District, Hong Kong Island. Beach-goers are advised
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not to swim at these beaches.

Flag-raising ceremony cancelled

Owing to the thunderstorm warning, the flag-raising ceremony to be
conducted at Golden Bauhinia Square, Wan Chai at 8am today (May 29) will be
cancelled.

CE's letter to Hong Kong citizens

Following is the letter to Hong Kong citizens by the Chief Executive,
Mrs Carrie Lam, published in newspapers today (May 29):

Fellow Citizens,

Hong Kong, the home we all treasure, is defined by the "Lion Rock
spirit" by which we join hands to pursue our dreams while putting aside our
differences. Since our return to the Motherland, Hong Kong has been a Special
Administrative Region directly under the Central People's Government,
enjoying a high degree of autonomy and unique advantages under "One Country,
Two Systems".

Over the past year, the Hong Kong community has been traumatised.
Violence by rioters has escalated, with illegal firearms and explosives
posing a terrorist threat. The opposition forces and organisations advocating
"Hong Kong independence" and "self-determination" have blatantly challenged
the authority of the Central Authorities and the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region (HKSAR) Government, pleaded for interference in Hong
Kong's affairs by external forces and even begged for sanctions against Hong
Kong and thus disregarding the interests of Hong Kong people and our country.
Meanwhile, external forces have intensified their interference in Hong Kong's
internal affairs, passed laws relating to Hong Kong and flagrantly glorified
the illegal acts of radicals, all of which seriously jeopardise our nation's
sovereignty, security and development interests. Hong Kong has become a
gaping hole in national security, and our city's prosperity and stability are
at risk.

Regrettably, the current legal system and enforcement mechanisms for
Hong Kong to safeguard national security are inadequate or even
"defenceless". Despite returning to the Motherland for 23 years, Hong Kong
has yet to enact laws to curb acts that threaten national security in
accordance with Article 23 of the Basic Law. In view of the current political
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and social situation, it is difficult for the Executive and Legislative
authorities of the HKSAR to complete on its own legislation to safeguard
national security in the foreseeable future. The decision now by the National
People's Congress to establish and improve the legal system and enforcement
mechanisms for the HKSAR to safeguard national security from the state level
in accordance with the Constitution of the People's Republic of China and the
Basic Law is an exercise of the authority and duty of the Central
Authorities. It also demonstrates the commitment of the Central Authorities
to fully and accurately implement "One Country, Two Systems" as well as their
care for Hong Kong people. There is both the need and the urgency for
legislation, the constitutionality, lawfulness and reasonableness of which
are beyond doubt.

The objective of the legislation is to prevent, curb and sanction
secession, the subversion of state power, the organisation and carrying out
of terrorist activities that seriously endanger national security, and
interference by foreign and external forces in the affairs of the HKSAR. It
will only target an extremely small minority of illegal and criminal acts and
activities, while the life and property, basic rights and freedoms of the
overwhelming majority of citizens will be protected. Citizens will continue
to enjoy the freedom of speech, of the press, of assembly, of demonstration,
of procession, and to enter or leave Hong Kong in accordance with the law.
All relevant law enforcement will be conducted strictly in accordance with
the law as well as statutory powers and procedures.

Fellow citizens, every country has its own laws to safeguard national
security for the long-term security of their country and the stability of
people's lives. The legislation by the Central Authorities for the HKSAR to
safeqguard national security aims to enable Hong Kong society to find a way
out of the impasse, restore stability as soon as possible and resume
development of the economy and livelihoods.

I appeal for your full understanding and staunch support for the
Decision passed by the National People's Congress.

Carrie Lam
Chief Executive
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region



