CHP investigates 16 additional
confirmed cases of COVID-19

The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health has
announced that as of 4pm today (June 23), the CHP was investigating 16
additional confirmed cases of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), taking the
number of cases to 1 178 in Hong Kong so far (comprising 1 177 confirmed
cases and one probable case).

The newly reported cases announced today involve nine males and seven
females aged between 11 and 48. All of them had travel history during the
incubation period. The CHP's epidemiological investigations and relevant
contact tracing on the confirmed cases are ongoing. For case details and
contact tracing information, please see the Annex.

In addition, the CHP is investigating an overseas case. The case
involves a 39-year-old female patient who returned from India via Malaysia by
flight KA734 (economy class) on Cathay Dragon arriving in Hong Kong on June
21. Upon arrival, the patient declared that she had tested positive and was
treated for COVID-19 in May while in India. She was transferred directly from
Hong Kong International Airport to United Christian Hospital for management.
The CHP has contacted the health authority in India to obtain more
information about the case.

The CHP again urged members of the public to maintain an appropriate
social distance with other people as far as possible in their daily lives to
minimise the risk of infection. In particular, they should go out less and
avoid social activities such as meal gatherings or other gatherings to reduce
the chance of contacting infected persons who may not present any symptoms,
and minimise the risk of outbreak clusters emerging in the community.

A spokesman for the CHP said, "Given that the situation of COVID-19
infection remains severe and that there is a continuous increase in the
number of cases reported around the world, members of the public are strongly
urged to avoid all non-essential travel outside Hong Kong.

"The CHP also strongly urges the public to maintain at all times strict
personal and environmental hygiene, which is key to personal protection
against infection and prevention of the spread of the disease in the
community. On a personal level, members of the public should wear a surgical
mask when having respiratory symptoms, taking public transport or staying in
crowded places. They should also perform hand hygiene frequently, especially
before touching the mouth, nose or eyes.

"As for household environmental hygiene, members of the public are
advised to maintain drainage pipes properly, regularly pour water into drain
outlets (U-traps) and cover all floor drain outlets when they are not in use.
After using the toilet, they should put the toilet lid down before flushing
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to avoid spreading germs."

Moreover, the Government has launched the website "COVID-19 Thematic
Website" (www.coronavirus.gov.hk) for announcing the latest updates on
various news on COVID-19 infection and health advice to help the public
understand the latest updates. Members of the public may also gain access to
information via the COVID-19 WhatsApp Helpline launched by the Office of the
Government Chief Information Officer. Simply by saving 9617 1823 in their
phone contacts or clicking the link wa.me/85296171823?text=hi, they will be
able to obtain information on COVID-19 as well as the "StayHomeSafe" mobile
app and wristband via WhatsApp.

To prevent pneumonia and respiratory tract infection, members of the
public should always maintain good personal and environmental hygiene. They
are advised to:

* Wear a surgical mask when taking public transport or staying in crowded
places. It is important to wear a mask properly, including performing hand
hygiene before wearing and after removing a mask;

* Perform hand hygiene frequently, especially before touching the mouth, nose
or eyes, after touching public installations such as handrails or doorknobs,
or when hands are contaminated by respiratory secretions after coughing or
sneezing;

* Maintain drainage pipes properly and regularly (about once a week) pour
about half a litre of water into each drain outlet (U-trap) to ensure
environmental hygiene;

* Cover all floor drain outlets when they are not in use;

* After using the toilet, put the toilet 1lid down before flushing to avoid
spreading germs;

* Wash hands with liquid soap and water, and rub for at least 20 seconds.
Then rinse with water and dry with a disposable paper towel. If hand washing
facilities are not available, or when hands are not visibly soiled,
performing hand hygiene with 70 to 80 per cent alcohol-based handrub is an
effective alternative;

* Cover your mouth and nose with tissue paper when sneezing or coughing.
Dispose of soiled tissues into a lidded rubbish bin, then wash hands
thoroughly; and

* When having respiratory symptoms, wear a surgical mask, refrain from work
or attending class at school, avoid going to crowded places and seek medical
advice promptly.

Public hospitals daily update on
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COVID-19 cases

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

As at noon today (June 23), five COVID-19 confirmed patients (case
numbers: 1068, 1078, 1081, 1090 and 1119) were discharged from hospital in
the past 24 hours. So far, a total of 1,083 patients with confirmed or
probable infection have been discharged.

At present, there are 634 negative pressure rooms in public hospitals
with 1,223 negative pressure beds activated. A total of 89 confirmed patients
are currently hospitalised in nine hospitals, among which one patient is in
critical condition (case number: 595), and the remaining 88 patients are in
stable condition.

The Hospital Authority will maintain close contact with the Centre for
Health Protection to monitor the latest developments and to inform the public
and healthcare workers on the latest information in a timely manner.

CHP investigates two suspected food
poisoning clusters

The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health is
today (June 23) investigating two suspected food poisoning clusters affecting
six persons, and reminded the public to maintain personal, food and
environmental hygiene to prevent food-borne diseases.

The first cluster involved two males and one female aged 28 to 33, who
developed abdominal pain, vomiting, diarrhoea and fever about seven to 23
hours after having dinner at a restaurant in Mong Kok on June 18.

The other cluster involved one male and two females all aged 22, who
developed similar symptoms about 12 to 24 hours after having dinner purchased

from the same restaurant on June 20.

Three of the affected persons sought medical advice and none required
hospitalisation. All affected persons are in a stable condition.

"We have alerted the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department to the
incident and investigations are ongoing," a spokesman for the CHP said.

To prevent food-borne diseases, members of the public are reminded to
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maintain personal, food and environmental hygiene at all times. When dining
out:

* Patronise only reliable and licensed restaurants;

* Avoid eating raw seafood;

* Be a discerning consumer in choosing cold dishes, including sashimi, sushi
and raw oysters, at a buffet;

* Ensure food is thoroughly cooked before eating during a hot pot or barbecue
meal;

* Handle raw and cooked foods carefully and separate them completely during
the cooking process;

* Use two sets of chopsticks and utensils to handle raw and cooked food;

* Do not patronise illegal food hawkers;

* Drink boiled water;

* Do not try to use salt, vinegar, wine and wasabi to kill bacteria as they
are not effective; and

* Always wash hands before eating and after going to the toilet.

HAD to open temporary night heat
shelters

The Home Affairs Department will open 19 temporary night heat shelters
tonight (June 23) for people in need of the service.

The shelters will be open from 10.30pm until 8am tomorrow.

For further information, please call the department's hotline before
midnight on 2572 8427.

The 19 night heat shelters are located at:
Hong Kong Districts:
Central and Western —
Sai Ying Pun Community Complex Community Hall
3/F, Sai Ying Pun Community Complex
2 High Street, Sai Ying Pun
Eastern —
Causeway Bay Community Centre

3/F, 7 Fook Yum Road, Causeway Bay

Southern —
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Lei Tung Community Hall
Lei Tung Estate, Ap Lei Chau

Wan Chai -
Wan Chai Activities Centre
LG/F, Wan Chai Market, 258 Queen's Road East, Wan Chai

Kowloon Districts:

Kowloon City —

Hung Hom Community Hall

1/F, Kowloon City Government Offices
42 Bailey Street, Hung Hom

Kwun Tong —
Lam Tin (West) Estate Community Centre
71 Kai Tin Road, Lam Tin

Sham Shui Po —
Shek Kip Mei Community Hall
G/F, Block 42, Shek Kip Mei Estate, Sham Shui Po

Wong Tai Sin —
Tsz Wan Shan (South) Estate Community Centre
45 Wan Wah Street, Tsz Wan Shan

Yau Tsim Mong —
Henry G Leong Yaumatei Community Centre
60 Public Square Street, Yau Ma Tei

New Territories Districts:

Islands —

Tung Chung Community Hall

G/F, Tung Chung Municipal Services Building
39 Man Tung Road, Tung Chung

Kwai Tsing —
Kwai Shing Community Hall
Podium, Block 6, Kwai Shing West Estate, Kwai Chung

North —
North District Community Centre
4/F, 2 Lung Wan Street, Sheung Shui

Sai Kung —

Hang Hau Community Hall

G/F, Sai Kung Tseung Kwan 0 Government Complex
38 Pui Shing Road, Hang Hau, Tseung Kwan 0



Sha Tin —
Lung Hang Estate Community Centre
Lung Hang Estate, Sha Tin

Tai Po —
Tai Po Community Centre
2 Heung Sze Wui Street, Tai Po

Tsuen Wan —
Lei Muk Shue Community Hall
G/F, Hong Shue House, Lei Muk Shue Estate, Tsuen Wan

Tuen Mun —
Butterfly Bay Community Centre
Butterfly Estate (near Tip Sum House), Tuen Mun

Yuen Long —
Long Ping Community Hall
Long Ping Estate, Yuen Long

Yuen Long —
Tin Yiu Community Centre
Tin Yiu Estate, Tin Shui Wai

The temporary night heat shelters will resume their functions as either
community centres or community halls in the daytime for hire by the local
community and cannot continue to be open as heat shelters. People may choose
to take refuge from the heat during the daytime in the common areas in any of
the 21 designated community centres or community halls. Their opening hours
are from 9am to 10pm. For addresses of the community centres or community
halls, please browse the following
webpage: www.had.gov.hk/file manager/en/documents/public_services/emergency s
ervices/List CH CC Day E.pdf.

Public housing applicant convicted by
court for making false statement

A spokesman for the Housing Department (HD) today (June 23) said that
the HD always spares no effort in combating false declarations made during
applications for public housing. A public rental housing (PRH) applicant, who
concealed the co-ownership of a property with a net asset value of
approximately $17 million, was ordered by a court to serve a suspended
sentence yesterday (June 22).
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In the case, the PRH applicant declared to have no ownership of any
property and related asset value on a declaration form during a vetting
interview in 2015, and declared the same on another declaration form during
the intake interview in Shui Chuen 0 Estate Office in 2017. Subsequent
investigation revealed that the PRH applicant has been one of the co-owners
of a residential property in Laguna Verde, Hung Hom, since August 2000 and
the approximate market value of the property was $17 million. The net asset
value of the property for one-third co-ownership held by the defendant, after
deducting the unpaid mortgage repayment, should be around $4 million, which
exceeded the 2015-16 and 2016-17 total net asset limits for an elderly
singleton PRH applicant of $472,000 and $484,000 respectively. As a result,
the applicant was not eligible for public housing.

The applicant was prosecuted for making a false statement knowingly
contrary to Section 26(1)(c) of the Housing Ordinance, who was previously
convicted at Kowloon City Magistrates' Courts. The presiding
magistrate considered that a fine as punishment would not reflect the gravity
of the offence. After considering the background report, the defendant was
sentenced to one month's imprisonment (suspended for 12 months) by the
presiding magistrate in Shatin Magistrates' Courts yesterday.

Together with this case, there have already been five PRH applicants or
PRH residents prosecuted by the HD this month for the offences of making a
false statement knowingly or neglecting to furnish information as specified
in a declaration form, and they were sentenced to suspended imprisonment by
the courts.

Furthermore, the spokesman reminded all PRH applicants that if they are
convicted by the courts for making a false statement knowingly during a PRH
application, contrary to Section 26(1)(c) of the Housing Ordinance, the
maximum penalty is a fine of $50,000 and imprisonment for six months. The PRH
application concerned will be cancelled while any allocated PRH unit will be
recovered by the HD.



