
Man sentenced for breaching compulsory
quarantine order

     A 27-year-old man was sentenced to 80 hours' community service by the
Shatin Magistrates' Courts today (December 23) for violating the Compulsory
Quarantine of Certain Persons Arriving at Hong Kong Regulation (Cap. 599C)
(the Regulation).

     The man was earlier issued a compulsory quarantine order stating that he
must conduct quarantine at home for 14 days. Before the expiry of the
quarantine order, he had taken off his wristband and left the place of
quarantine on May 29 without reasonable excuse nor permission given by an
authorised officer. He was charged with contravening Sections 8(1), 8(4) and
8(5) of the Regulation and was sentenced by the Shatin Magistrates' Courts
today to 80 hours' community service.
 
     Pursuant to the Regulation, starting from February 8, save for exempted
persons, all persons who have stayed in the Mainland, Macao or Taiwan in the
14 days preceding arrival in Hong Kong, regardless of their nationality or
travel documents, will be subject to compulsory quarantine for 14 days.
Moreover, pursuant to the Compulsory Quarantine of Persons Arriving at Hong
Kong from Foreign Places Regulation (Cap. 599E), starting from March 19, all
persons arriving from countries or territories outside China would also be
subject to compulsory quarantine for 14 days. Breaching a quarantine order is
a criminal offence and offenders are subject to a maximum fine of $25,000 and
imprisonment for six months.
 
     A spokesman for the Department of Health said the sentence sends a clear
message to the community that breaching a compulsory quarantine order is a
criminal offence that the Government will not tolerate, and solemnly reminded
the public to comply with the Regulation. As of today, a total of 89 persons
have been convicted by the courts for breaching compulsory quarantine orders
and have received sentences including immediate imprisonment for up to three
months or a fine of $15,000. The spokesman reiterated that resolute actions
will be taken against anyone who has breached the relevant regulations.

Consent given to resume building works
of private development project at Kai
Tak Area 1E Site 2

     A Government spokesman said today (December 23) that consent was given
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to resume the building works of the private development project at Kai Tak
Area 1E Site 2 (the Project).
 
     The spokesman said that the building works of the Project were suspended
earlier on September 2, 2020, as the reading recorded in two settlement
monitoring checkpoints installed inside the railway tunnel of the Tuen Ma
Line Phase 1 had exceeded the pre-set trigger level. The Government announced
the situation on September 4, and the Buildings Department (BD) and the
Electrical and Mechanical Services Department (EMSD) respectively confirmed
the structural safety of the relevant railway facilities and safe operation
of the railway.
 
     The registered building professional appointed for the said building
works subsequently submitted to the BD an incident report and a proposal of
mitigation measures to avoid adverse effects on the structural safety of the
nearby railway facilities should the said building works proceed. The
registered building professional then requested resumption of the suspended
works.
 
     The BD has confirmed the structural safety of the railway facilities
concerned. The MTR Corporation Limited (MTRCL) has been consulted and
confirmed that the resumption of works will not affect the structural safety
of the railway facilities and safe operation of the railway. The EMSD, which
regulates and monitors the safety of railway operation according to the Mass
Transit Railway Ordinance (Cap. 566) and its subsidiary regulations, has also
confirmed the safe operation of the railway. Regarding the resumption of
works, the EMSD has also confirmed that the MTRCL has put in place stringent
monitoring measures to ensure the safety of railway operation.
 
     Having considered the above advice and the proposal of mitigation
measures from the registered building professional, the request for
resumption of works was accepted today and the suspended building works will
resume on December 30. In addition to the existing mitigation measures
already put in place, the registered contractor of the Project will install
additional recharge wells to enhance the control of the underground water
level and increase the frequency of settlement monitoring measurements to
twice a week during the construction works of the basement structure. Upon
completion of the basement structure, the registered structural engineer will
submit an updated assessment report on the settlement to the BD. The
registered contractor will only be allowed to remove the remaining temporary
supports after the BD's acceptance of the assessment report.
 
     Upon comprehensive and detailed engineering analyses with results
indicating an estimated extent of settlement within 29 millimetres, the
registered structural engineer of the Project has confirmed that the
structural safety of the railway tunnel concerned would not be affected by
such an extent of settlement. In respect of the geotechnical engineering
issue, the Geotechnical Engineering Office of the Civil Engineering and
Development Department has accepted the analyses and estimation of the
predicted settlement by the registered structural engineer and the registered
geotechnical engineer. As the proposed amendment has fulfilled the



requirements of the Buildings Ordinance (Cap. 123), the BD has accepted the
pre-set trigger level for the affected part of the railway tunnel of the Tuen
Ma Line Phase 1 to be revised to 29mm. The MTRCL has also indicated that the
revised trigger level will not affect the safety of railway operation.
 
     Having considered the circumstances of the Tuen Ma Line Phase 1 railway
tunnel, the BD has imposed extra conditions when approving the amendment
plans, requiring implementation of a series of measures to enhance site
supervision and the safety of works when carrying out remaining works.
 
     The BD, the EMSD and the MTRCL will continue to closely monitor the
situation to ensure the structural safety of the railway facilities and safe
operation of the railway, the spokesman said.

Tender awarded for site at the Peak

     The Lands Department announced today (December 23) that the tender for a
site, Rural Building Lot No. 1211 at Nos. 2, 4, 6 and 8 Mansfield Road, the
Peak, Hong Kong, has been awarded to the highest tenderer, Novel Bliss
Limited (parent company: Wharf Development Limited), on a 50-year land grant
at a premium of $12,000,000,000.

     The tenderers, other than the successful tenderer, in alphabetical
order, with the name of the parent company where provided by the tenderer in
brackets, were:
     
(1) Allied Strategic Investment Limited (Lifestyle International Holdings
Limited and C C Land Holdings Limited);
(2) Asset Capital Limited (Sun Hung Kai Properties Limited);
(3) Great Rainbow Investments Limited (CK Asset Holdings Limited);
(4) Honest Profit Development Limited (Henderson Land Development Company
Limited);
(5) Strong Associate Limited (K. Wah International Holdings Limited); and
(6) Wealthy Guide Limited (Kerry Properties Limited, Sino Land Company
Limited, Empire Development Hong Kong (BVI) Limited, New World Development
Company Limited and Beaumont Hill Limited).

     Rural Building Lot No. 1211 has a site area of about 12,531 square
metres and is designated for private residential purposes. The minimum gross
floor area and the maximum gross floor area are 14,456 sq m and 24,093 sq m
respectively. The maximum gross floor area is subject to Special Condition
No. (9)(b)(ii)(II) in the Conditions of Sale.
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Public hospitals daily update on
COVID-19 cases

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

     As at 9am today (December 23), 117 COVID-19 confirmed patients were
discharged from hospital in the last 24 hours. So far, a total of 7 112
patients with confirmed or probable infection have been discharged.
 
     At present, there are 681 negative pressure rooms in public hospitals
with 1 241 negative pressure beds activated. A total of 1 026 confirmed
patients are currently hospitalised in 22 public hospitals and a community
treatment facility, among which 65 patients are in critical condition, 60 are
in serious condition and the remaining 901 patients are in stable condition.
 
     The Hospital Authority will maintain close contact with the Centre for
Health Protection to monitor the latest developments and to inform the public
and healthcare workers on the latest information in a timely manner. 
 
     Details of the above-mentioned patients are as follows:
 

Patient
condition Case numbers

Discharged

5974, 6024, 6161, 6209, 6344, 6404, 6405, 6409, 6423, 6426,
6496, 6498, 6557, 6574, 6596, 6598, 6716, 6734, 6743, 6766,
6768, 6857, 6905, 6906, 6928, 6932, 6961, 6967, 6998, 7024,
7065, 7098, 7109, 7110, 7117, 7119, 7140, 7167, 7169, 7192,
7195, 7199, 7237, 7241, 7256, 7262, 7273, 7286, 7328, 7330,
7358, 7369, 7380, 7386, 7388, 7391, 7396, 7410, 7423, 7442,
7472, 7487, 7503, 7513, 7514, 7525, 7527, 7538, 7544, 7546,
7548, 7568, 7599, 7602, 7604, 7606, 7617, 7629, 7651, 7666,
7683, 7711, 7718, 7721, 7722, 7730, 7754, 7756, 7786, 7796,
7798, 7803, 7817, 7820, 7828, 7831, 7845, 7859, 7871, 7877,
7881, 7890, 7903, 7953, 7955, 8043, 8107, 8108, 8117, 8123,
8138, 8156, 8163, 8260, 8262, 8283, 8298

Critical

1989, 3496, 5511, 5735, 5739, 5754, 5840, 6125, 6232, 6255,
6386, 6444, 6483, 6543, 6545, 6547, 6607, 6647, 6681, 6718,
6754, 6779, 6794, 6817, 6824, 6838, 6843, 6877, 6894, 6913,
6918, 6920, 7009, 7021, 7123, 7172, 7175, 7259, 7304, 7305,
7311, 7323, 7424, 7468, 7476, 7501, 7565, 7570, 7580, 7635,
7653, 7680, 7700, 7705, 7725, 7753, 7759, 7818, 7832, 7980,
8007, 8018, 8078, 8091, 8148

Serious

5409, 5723, 5745, 5905, 5988, 5990, 6258, 6285, 6380, 6434,
6468, 6472, 6495, 6540, 6565, 6673, 6701, 6722, 6837, 6848,
6850, 6858, 6861, 6883, 6890, 6917, 6921, 7042, 7053, 7060,
7071, 7076, 7085, 7094, 7106, 7118, 7127, 7208, 7222, 7231,
7289, 7301, 7441, 7533, 7556, 7632, 7655, 7706, 7741, 7748,
7755, 7775, 7792, 7824, 7835, 7964, 7991, 8085, 8111, 8131
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Latest arrangements for Labour
Department public services

     In light of the Government's announcement to extend the special work
arrangements for government employees, the Labour Department (LD) today
(December 23) announced that it will continue to provide emergency and
essential public services until further notice.
     
     Branch offices under the Labour Relations Division, the Minor Employment
Claims Adjudication Board and the Employment Agencies Administration will
provide limited counter services on Monday, Wednesday and Friday (except
general holidays), while other counter services of the LD will be suspended.
In view of public health considerations, members of the public entering the
LD's offices have to undergo on-the-spot temperature checks and should wear
masks at all times. Crowd control arrangements will also be implemented.
 
     Two Occupational Health Clinics and Occupational Medicine Units will be
closed. Those who have made service appointments will be informed of the
alternative arrangements.
 
     The LD encourages members of the public to make use of the department's
online services and information (www.labour.gov.hk) and to file enquiries and
requests for service by email at enquiry@labour.gov.hk.
 
     Job seekers can use the Interactive Employment Service Website
(www.jobs.gov.hk) for job searches. The LD's Telephone Employment Service
Centre, all Job Centres and industry-based Recruitment Centres also provide
enquiry and employment services by telephone from Monday to Friday during
office hours (9am to 1pm and 2pm to 5.30pm) (telephone numbers are shown
at www.jobs.gov.hk/1/0/WebForm/information/en/our_service/info_jobcentres.asp
x).
 
     Applicants for issue of licence or renewal of licence of employment
agency may submit their applications to the office of the Employment Agencies
Administration by post (Unit 906, 9/F, One Mong Kok Road Commercial Centre, 1
Mong Kok Road, Kowloon) or email (ea-ee@labour.gov.hk).
 
     For information about employment rights and benefits, members of the
public may browse the LD's website at www.labour.gov.hk/eng/faq/content.htm.
 
     Due to the special work arrangements, the processing time for various
enquiries and applications may take longer than usual.
 
     The LD will review the situation in due course and make further
announcements as appropriate.
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