New agreement on Dongjiang water
supply introduces water price
deduction mechanism (with photos)

The Secretary for Development, Mr Michael Wong, signed today (December
28) the new agreement on the supply of Dongjiang water to Hong Kong from 2021
to 2023 with the Director General of the Department of Water Resources of
Guangdong Province, Mr Wang Lixin. The Director of Water Supplies, Mr Lo
Kwok-wah, also attended the signing ceremony held online.

Under the new agreement, the previously adopted "package deal lump sum"
approach is enhanced to a "package deal deductible sum" approach in which the
water price will be deducted according to the actual amount of Dongjiang
water supplied. In essence, the continual adoption of a package deal approach
to stipulate an annual supply ceiling under the new agreement can guarantee
Hong Kong a stable yet flexible supply of Dongjiang water to meet the city's
actual needs. The approach enables reliable water supply to be maintained —
even under extreme drought conditions with a return period of once in 100
years. In addition, the new agreement will introduce a water price deduction
mechanism under which the annual ceiling water price will be subject to the
deduction of a sum (by multiplying a unit rate to the difference between the
annual supply ceiling and the actual amount of water supplied) to arrive at
the annual actual water price.

Under the "package deal deductible sum" approach, the actual water price
to be paid should be lower than that under the "package deal lump sum”
approach currently in place. The "package deal deductible sum" approach also
addresses the requests by the public for payment based on the quantity of
Dongjiang water supplied. The "package deal deductible sum" approach should
be maintained at least up to 2029. It is estimated that under the mechanism
in the new agreement, based on the 2021 price level, the maximum saving
within this nine-year period is $324 million.

The water prices in the new agreement will be increased by 1.33 per cent
annually, which generally reflects the changes of the relevant price indices
of Guangdong and Hong Kong and the exchange rate between the Renminbi and the
Hong Kong dollar. In view of the prevailing challenging economic environment
arising from the COVID-19 epidemic, Guangdong further agreed that the actual
water price for 2021 is to be frozen at the 2020 level to ease the financial
burden of Hong Kong. Under the above-mentioned increase, the annual water
prices from 2021 to 2023 should not be more than $4,821.41 million, $4,950.51
million and $5,016.35 million respectively.

In addition, Mr Wong held a working meeting online with the Guangdong
authorities to exchange views on the Dongjiang water supply and water quality
monitoring work. He thanked the Guangdong authorities for taking various
measures over the years in enhancing the water quality of Dongjiang
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water. Under the new agreement, Guangdong will maintain the quality of the
Dongjiang water supply to Hong Kong in compliance with Type II waters in the
Environmental Quality Standards for Surface Water, which is the highest
national standard for surface water applicable to human consumption.

Woman sentenced for breaching
compulsory quarantine order

A 43-year-old woman was sentenced to immediate imprisonment for five
weeks by the Tuen Mun Magistrates' Courts today (December 28) for violating
the Compulsory Quarantine of Certain Persons Arriving at Hong Kong Regulation
(Cap. 599C) (the Regulation).

The woman was earlier issued a compulsory quarantine order stating that
she must conduct quarantine at home for 14 days. Before the expiry of the
quarantine order, she had taken off her wristband and left the place of
quarantine on July 30 without reasonable excuse nor permission given by an
authorised officer. She was charged with contravening sections 8(1), 8(4) and
8(5) of the Regulation and was sentenced by the Tuen Mun Magistrates' Courts
today to immediate imprisonment for five weeks.

Pursuant to the Regulation, starting from February 8, save for exempted
persons, all persons who have stayed in the Mainland, Macao or Taiwan in the
14 days preceding arrival in Hong Kong, regardless of their nationality or
travel documents, will be subject to compulsory quarantine for 14 days.
Moreover, pursuant to the Compulsory Quarantine of Persons Arriving at Hong
Kong from Foreign Places Regulation (Cap. 599E), starting from December 25,
all persons arriving at Hong Kong (either via the airport or land boundary
control points) who have stayed in places outside China on the day of arrival
at Hong Kong or during the 21 days before that day have to undergo compulsory
quarantine for 21 days in designated quarantine hotels. Breaching a
quarantine order is a criminal offence and offenders are subject to a maximum
fine of $25,000 and imprisonment for six months.

A spokesman for the Department of Health said the sentence sends a clear
message to the community that breaching a compulsory quarantine order is a
criminal offence that the Government will not tolerate, and solemnly reminded
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the public to comply with the Regulation. As of today, a total of 90 persons
have been convicted by the courts for breaching compulsory quarantine orders
and have received sentences including immediate imprisonment for up to three
months or a fine of $15,000. The spokesman reiterated that resolute actions
will be taken against anyone who has breached the relevant regulations.

Woman sentenced for breaching
compulsory quarantine order

A 43-year-old woman was sentenced to immediate imprisonment for five
weeks by the Tuen Mun Magistrates' Courts today (December 28) for violating
the Compulsory Quarantine of Certain Persons Arriving at Hong Kong Regulation
(Cap. 599C) (the Regulation).

The woman was earlier issued a compulsory quarantine order stating that
she must conduct quarantine at home for 14 days. Before the expiry of the
quarantine order, she had taken off her wristband and left the place of
quarantine on July 30 without reasonable excuse nor permission given by an
authorised officer. She was charged with contravening sections 8(1), 8(4) and
8(5) of the Regulation and was sentenced by the Tuen Mun Magistrates' Courts
today to immediate imprisonment for five weeks.

Pursuant to the Regulation, starting from February 8, save for exempted
persons, all persons who have stayed in the Mainland, Macao or Taiwan in the
14 days preceding arrival in Hong Kong, regardless of their nationality or
travel documents, will be subject to compulsory quarantine for 14 days.
Moreover, pursuant to the Compulsory Quarantine of Persons Arriving at Hong
Kong from Foreign Places Regulation (Cap. 599E), starting from March 19, all
persons arriving from countries or territories outside China would also be
subject to compulsory quarantine for 14 days. Breaching a quarantine order 1is
a criminal offence and offenders are subject to a maximum fine of $25,000 and
imprisonment for six months.

A spokesman for the Department of Health said the sentence sends a clear
message to the community that breaching a compulsory quarantine order is a
criminal offence that the Government will not tolerate, and solemnly reminded
the public to comply with the Regulation. As of today, a total of 90 persons
have been convicted by the courts for breaching compulsory quarantine orders
and have received sentences including immediate imprisonment for up to three
months or a fine of $15,000. The spokesman reiterated that resolute actions
will be taken against anyone who has breached the relevant regulations.
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Public hospitals daily update on
COVID-19 cases

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

As at 9am today (December 28), 52 COVID-19 confirmed patients were
discharged from hospital in the last 24 hours. So far, a total of 7 526
patients with confirmed or probable infection have been discharged.

At present, there are 681 negative pressure rooms in public hospitals
with 1 241 negative pressure beds activated. A total of 916 confirmed
patients are currently hospitalised in 23 public hospitals and a community
treatment facility, among which 51 patients are in critical condition, 65 are
in serious condition and the remaining 800 patients are in stable condition.

The Hospital Authority will maintain close contact with the Centre for
Health Protection to monitor the latest developments and to inform the public

and healthcare workers on the latest information in a timely manner.

Details of the above-mentioned patients are as follows:

Patient

L. Case numbers
condition

5616, 5782, 5874, 6604, 6651, 6775, 7042,
7207, 7244, 7251, 7348, 7366, 7426, 7427,
7428, 7500, 7558, 7561, 7573, 7641, 7645,
7650, 7659, 7660, 7663, 7667, 7670, 7693,
7731, 7735, 7743, 7744, 7747, 7769, 7838,
7905, 7945, 7951, 7962, 8036, 8050, 8066,
8104, 8166, 8185, 8189, 8205, 8229, 8261,
8299, 8309, 8393

1989, 3496, 5511, 5735, 5739, 5754, 5988,
6125, 6232, 6255, 6386, 6444, 6543, 6545,
6547, 6607, 6754, 6779, 6794, 6817, 6824,
6843, 6877, 6894, 6913, 6918, 7123, 7172,
7175, 7259, 7323, 7424, 7501, 7635, 7653,
7680, 7705, 8018, 8055, 8078, 8085, 8091,
8126, 8323, 8336, 8377, 8384, 8432, 8449,
8452, 8511

Discharged

Critical



http://www.government-world.com/public-hospitals-daily-update-on-covid-19-cases-305/
http://www.government-world.com/public-hospitals-daily-update-on-covid-19-cases-305/

5409, 5723, 5745, 5990, 6258, 6285, 6380,
6472, 6540, 6565, 6681, 6718, 6722, 6837,
6850, 6858, 6861, 6890, 6917, 6920, 6921,
7009, 7053, 7060, 7071, 7076, 7094, 7106,
7118, 7127, 7208, 7222, 7231, 7301, 7305,
7468, 7565, 7570, 7580, 7632, 7642, 7655,
7706, 7741, 7755, 7759, 7775, 7824, 7835,
7882, 7964, 7980, 7986, 8002, 8069, 8070,
8131, 8148, 8354, 8365, 8420, 8461, 8499,
8558, 8564

Serious

HKO reminds public to prepare for
intense cold surge

With the pressure over northern China rising significantly today
(December 28), the Hong Kong Observatory (HKO) forecasts that its associated
intense cold surge will affect Hong Kong from this Wednesday (December 30).
Members of the public should prepare for the coming cold weather.

The HKO forecasts that local weather will turn considerably colder this
Wednesday and Thursday, with high winds especially offshore and on high
ground. On New Year's Eve and New Year's Day, temperatures are expected to
drop to around seven to eight degrees Celsius in the urban areas, and a
couple of degrees lower in the New Territories. Morning temperatures will
remain low in the following few days.

The HKO urges members of the public to prepare for the persistent cold
weather in a timely manner, such as having sufficient warm clothing in place
and taking appropriate safety measures to protect themselves and their
families under low temperatures. Members of the public should also take care
of the elderly and persons with chronic medical conditions and render
assistance to them as appropriate. When participating in outdoor activities,
especially hiking, members of the public should stay vigilant and avoid
prolonged exposure to wintry winds that may lead to hypothermia. They should
also beware of the high winds, which will make people feel especially cold.

The weather will be fine and very dry during New Year's Eve and New
Year's Day. To ensure safety, extra caution should be exercised when handling
fire, using heaters or fan heaters.

The public can obtain the latest weather forecast and the nine-day
weather forecast by using the HKO's Dial-a-Weather service at 1878 200, or
the HKO's mobile app "MyObservatory", or visiting the HKO's website at the
following links:

Weather forecast: www.weather.gov.hk/en/wxinfo/currwx/flw.htm
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Nine-day weather forecast: www.weather.gov.hk/en/wxinfo/currwx/fnd.htm
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