Hong Kong objects to US’ proposed
modification to its commitments under
WTO GPA

As one of the 21 Parties to the revised Agreement on Government
Procurement of the World Trade Organization (WTO GPA), Hong Kong notified the
WTO Committee on Government Procurement (GP Committee) today (January 11) of
its objection to the modification proposed by the United States (US) to its
commitments under the Agreement.

On November 27, 2020, the US circulated a communication to the GP
Committee notifying the Parties the proposed modification to its commitments
under the WTO GPA, viz. removing its committed coverage from all central
government entities of any goods that the US deemed necessary for responding
to threats arising from chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear
threats and public health emergencies, such as medicines and medical devices.

"Hong Kong considers that the US' proposed modification amounts to a
withdrawal of its coverage commitment from the WTO GPA and will result in a
reduced list of products being subject to the WTO GPA rules, thereby
affecting the business opportunities of Hong Kong suppliers to the US
government procurement market. Hong Kong is also concerned that it may affect
the balance of rights and obligations among Parties under the WTO GPA," a
Government spokesman said.

In this regard, a communication from Hong Kong is circulated in
accordance with the provisions of the WTO GPA today. The communication raises
objection to the US' withdrawal of its coverage commitment, and requests the
US to provide more comprehensive information to facilitate assessment by
Parties to the WTO GPA of the likely consequences of the modification. Hong
Kong further reserves its right to take necessary steps to ensure that the
balance of rights and obligations under the WTO GPA is maintained.

Princess Margaret Hospital two staff
members test positive and
preliminarily positive for COVID-19

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

Regarding an earlier announcement on a patient care assistant (PCA) in
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the out-patient clinic of the Occupational Therapy Department who tested
preliminarily positive for COVID-19 (case number: 9113), the spokesperson for
Princess Margaret Hospital made the following update today (January 11):

Upon knowing the preliminary positive results of the PCA, as a
precautionary measure, the hospital has arranged COVID-19 tests for staff
members working in the out-patient clinic concerned on January 6 and all the
test results were negative.

One of the PCAs working in the out-patient clinic of the Occupational
Therapy Department underwent the COVID-19 test again at a Community Testing
Centre on January 10 due to throat discomfort since January 8. Her test
result was positive on the same day (case number: 9265).

The hospital's infection control team conducted contact tracing
immediately. It was found that one more PCA of the Occupational Therapy
Department had meal at the same workplace but separately with the PCA tested
preliminarily positive for COVID-19 on January 10. She has also presented
with runny nose since January 10. The PCA was tested negative for COVID-19 in
the test arranged by the hospital on January 6. She was arranged again to
undergo COVID-19 test today and the result was positive. The two PCAs are
currently treated under isolation with stable condition.

Both of the PCAs do not perform any high-risk clinical procedures and
are equipped with appropriate personal protective equipment at work. No
patient was hence identified as close contacts.

In addition, three more staff members had meals at the same workplace
but separately are classified as close contacts and are required to
quarantine for 14 days. The hospital will arrange COVID-19 tests and medical
surveillance for all staff members of the out-patient clinic of the
Occupational Therapy Department. In view of the sequential occurrence of
confirmed cases in the out-patient clinic of the Occupational Therapy
Department, the hospital's infection control team would expand the scope of
contact tracing. The investigation is still underway.

The workplace concerned has been closed for thorough cleaning and
disinfection. PMH will continue to closely monitor the health of our staff,
as well as communicating with the Centre for Health Protection on the latest
situation.

LegCo to debate motion on enabling
committees to meet remotely by video
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conference

The following is issued on behalf of the Legislative Council Secretariat:

The Legislative Council (LegCo) will hold a meeting on Wednesday
(January 13) at 1llam in the Chamber of the LegCo Complex. During the meeting,
Members will debate a motion moved under Article 75 of the Basic Law of the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the People's Republic of China.

The motion, moved by Ms Starry Lee, seeks the Council's approval to
enable Panels (or their subcommittees), Bills Committees and subcommittees
appointed by the House Committee to continue to meet remotely by video
conference during the COVID-19 pandemic in the performance of their functions
under the Rules of Procedure and the House Rules of LegCo while ensuring
social distancing. The motion is set out in the Attachment.

Members will also ask the Government 19 questions on various policy
areas, six of which require oral replies.

The agenda of the above meeting can be obtained via the LegCo Website
(www. legco.gov.hk). Members of the public can watch or listen to the meeting
via the Webcast system on the LegCo Website. To observe the proceedings of
the meeting at the LegCo Complex, members of the public may call 3919 3399
during office hours to reserve seats.

Appeal for information on missing man
in Wong Tai Sin (with photo)

Police today (January 11) appealed to the public for information on a
man who went missing in Wong Tai Sin.

Choi Kwok-ming, aged 60, went missing after he left his residence in
Tung Wui Estate on January 7 afternoon. His family made a report to Police on
January 9.

He is about 1.75 metres tall, 65 kilograms in weight and of medium
build. He has a round face with yellow complexion and short black hair. He
was last seen wearing a red long-sleeved shirt and grey pants.

Anyone who knows the whereabouts of the missing man or may have seen him
is urged to contact the Regional Missing Person Unit of Kowloon East on 3661
0335 or email to rmpu-ke-2@police.gov.hk, or contact any police station.
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Public hospitals daily update on
COVID-19 cases

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

As at 9am today (January 11), 45 COVID-19 confirmed patients were
discharged from hospital in the last 24 hours. So far, a total of 8 468
patients with confirmed or probable infection have been discharged.

At present, there are 688 negative pressure rooms in public hospitals
with 1 253 negative pressure beds activated. A total of 585 confirmed
patients are currently hospitalised in 23 public hospitals and a community
treatment facility, among which 39 patients are in critical condition, 44 are
in serious condition and the remaining 502 patients are in stable condition.
Moreover, a 65-year-old male patient (case number: 7980), who was confirmed
with COVID-19 infection on December 18, succumbed in Queen Elizabeth Hospital
at 5.42pm Including this patient, 155 COVID-19 patients have passed away in
public hospitals so far.

The Hospital Authority will maintain close contact with the Centre for
Health Protection to monitor the latest developments and to inform the public

and healthcare workers on the latest information in a timely manner.

Details of the above-mentioned patients are as follows:

Patient

. Case numbers
condition
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7301, 7533, 8064, 8236, 8479, 8495, 8508,
8512, 8528, 8556, 8562, 8567, 8582, 8602,
8617, 8627, 8631, 8657, 8691, 8711, 8712,
Discharged |8742, 8764, 8779, 8784, 8794, 8799, 8807,
8810, 8825, 8877, 8882, 8890, 8923, 8932,
8934, 8954, 8956, 8999, 9015, 9085, 9153,
9155, 9214, 9242

1989, 3496, 5409, 5735, 5754, 6125, 6232,
6255, 6444, 6547, 6607, 6754, 6794, 6913,
7021, 7123, 7259, 7323, 7424, 7680, 8018,
8055, 8078, 8126, 8195, 8323, 8384, 8449,
8452, 8564, 8636, 8820, 8900, 8937, 9031,
9049, 9060, 9062, 9164

Critical

5511, 5739, 5745, 5990, 6386, 6543, 6681,
6824, 6850, 6920, 6921, 7076, 7127, 7208,
7305, 7468, 7632, 7653, 7824, 7964, 7986,
Serious 8187, 8221, 8235, 8245, 8443, 8446, 8477,
8558, 8587, 8603, 8611, 8729, 8819, 8832,
8931, 9033, 9040, 9045, 9081, 9124, 9133,
9166, 9185




