Transcript of remarks by CE at media
session before ExCo meeting

Following is the transcript of remarks by the Chief Executive, Mrs
Carrie Lam at a media session before the Executive Council meeting today
(February 2):

Reporter: Zero cases have been found in the six recent quick lockdowns the
Government imposed in the past few days. So how would you evaluate the
effectiveness of such measures given that there have been no cases found? And
how would you respond to experts' suggestions that an ambush-style lockdown
may not be really able to contain the spread of the virus because there are
still many people who may still be in the incubation period? And what would
you say to the residents who have been affected by the measures and what
would you do to help them, especially for these people who may have suffered
from financial losses during the lockdown? And will the Government consider
replacing the Mainland vaccine Sinovac with other vaccines given that the
company still has not provided sufficient clinical data about the vaccine?
And how confident are you that Hong Kong will still be able to get its first
batch of vaccines by the end of this month and also roll out the vaccination
programme as scheduled? And there's a media report saying that you had a one-
on-one meeting with the Chief Justice last week, just days ahead of Jimmy
Lai's bail hearing yesterday. Could you confirm whether you had such a
meeting with the Chief Justice and if so did you talk to him about the case?
And how would you respond to concerns that it may not be appropriate for you
to meet the Chief Justice privately? Thank you.

Chief Executive: First of all as I have said many times, in terms of public
health, a lot of the work done is preventive. In fact, to have zero
transmission and zero infection is the best-ever public health achievement
that could be made by every authority. The purpose of doing compulsory tests
and this "restriction-testing declaration" is with that objective in mind,
that we want to achieve zero case for the whole community. It's not just one
building or one district. We will continue to do this type of compulsory
testing in order to identify any remaining silent transmission cases in
community. To have achieved zero case, that is all residents being tested
within that period were negative, is also a good sign as while you look at it
you may be worried from the public health or the building hygiene point of
view about a particular area. Having gone through this test, at least the
residents are much more assured that they are not living in a highly
infectious area. This is something that we will continue to do, but as I have
explained we are choosing these areas or buildings for this sort of
"restriction-testing declaration" based on a series of factors. It is not an
ad hoc or arbitrary decision as such. The number of confirmed cases in that
building or district is only one of the factors.

This is of course not the only instrument or measure that the Hong Kong
SAR Government is adopting in order to contain the latest wave. We have been
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doing a lot of things and I would refer you to read my latest monthly report
on the Government's efforts in fighting COVID-19, because that was a 12-month
report so I used that occasion to do a little bit of summary of the things
that we are doing. It's an eight-pronged approach covering preventing the
spread of virus from imported cases to beefing up our capacity in testing,
quarantine, isolation and so on. We need the public's support. I hope that
the media will help us to encourage residents to participate in compulsory
testing and to co-operate with the Government. Although we have not yet found
any positive case in some of the latest RTD ("restriction-testing
declaration"), we were at the same time worried that many of the units
apparently have not responded to our door knocking. Whether there were
individuals in that particular unit who refused to come out to do this
compulsory testing is one of the things that will affect the effectiveness of
the operation.

We try to minimise as far as possible the impact on the residents.
Having done the first operation which lasted for over two days, I have given
a mandate that they should aim to minimise the disruption or inconvenience to
affected residents to 12 hours. So the recent operations that you have seen
started from 7pm, when people went back to their home after work, and it
should be finished by 7am, as far as the so-called lockdown is concerned.
Within that 12-hour period, the residents should have done their compulsory
test, received the SMS indicating that they are negative, they are wearing a
wristband and they could leave by 7am back to work, go to school and so on. I
hope residents will appreciate that we are already considerably reducing the
impact on them. But as I said, this is a matter of joint efforts. It's not
just the Government but the community at large has to join hands in order to
contain the spread of the virus.

About vaccines, we have been very transparent with the community about
the progress made in the procurement and authorisation of vaccines. Three
different types of vaccines have been purchased under the advance purchase
agreement, and one of them, the Fosun/BioNTech has been authorised. The
latest is this authorised vaccine will come by the end of this month. Of
course we will make sure that it will come but as you have read the news in
the European Union (EU), there have been all sorts of things happening in the
EU, and this vaccine is manufactured in Germany, so we have to watch the
situation very carefully. Since we have a contract to buy, I hope that all
the other organisations will respect this contractual relationship and allow
the BioNTech vaccine to come to Hong Kong by the end of this month. The
vaccination programme will be able to start almost immediately because we
have got almost everything ready in terms of the number of community
vaccination centres and the staffing and so on. On the arrival of the
vaccines and the rollout of the vaccination programme, we will try to
condense the lead time in between.

About the other two vaccines, let's put aside AstraZeneca because that
vaccine has never promised to come early. They will come in the latter half
of this year, and we could not blame them because there's huge demand for
AstraZeneca in Europe. The third is this vaccine manufactured in the
Mainland, the Sinovac. We have been liaising very closely with the



manufacturer. The latest is we will be given the data so that the experts
could consider the data and recommend for the Secretary for Food and Health
to authorise this vaccine for use. I have also appealed to the Central
People's Government if there is anything that the Central Government could
help us in ensuring the early arrival of Sinovac. The response given back to
me is they will help, the Central People's Government will help. But for the
time being this is the sort of contractual purchase agreement between the
Hong Kong SAR Government and Sinovac manufacturer.

The final point is, I have to categorically make this statement: as the
Chief Executive of the Hong Kong SAR, I am obliged to uphold the independence
of the Judiciary. That is a duty imposed on me as the Chief Executive under
the Basic Law, because I am not just the head of the Hong Kong SAR
Government, I am the one in charge of the entire Hong Kong SAR. The
independence of the Judiciary, the efficiency of the Judiciary and the smooth
operation of the Judiciary are matters of concern to the Chief Executive. I
need to meet with the Chief Justice, who is the head of the Judiciary, to
discuss those matters within our respective jurisdiction. I think the
Judiciary has also issued a response along that line, that the CJ, whether
the current CJ or the former CJ, did meet with me from time to time when they
have issues to raise, for example about staffing, about resources, about new
court buildings, and about the appointment of judges because I am the
authority to appoint judges, and in some of the local legislation, there's a
requirement for the Chief Justice to nominate and for the CE to consult. If
we don't meet, how do we do that? This is only normal and I would advise
against any reading into that sort of legitimate and proper meetings between
the CE and the CJ as intervention into judicial independence. That is totally
unacceptable and would not be done by any Chief Executive and as a result
none of my meetings with the former CJ or the current CJ touched upon cases.
This is not the subject of our conversation at all.

(Please also refer to the Chinese portion of the transcript.)

Update on latest MERS situation in
Saudi Arabia

The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health is
today (February 2) closely monitoring four additional cases of Middle East
Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) reported to the World Health Organization (WHO)
by Saudi Arabia from June 1 to December 31, 2020. The CHP again urged the
public to pay special attention to safety during travel, taking due
consideration of the health risks in the places they visit.

According to the WHO, the four additional MERS cases involve four male
patients aged 40 to 62 with underlying illnesses. Among them, three had
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exposure to camels and consumed camel milk, and one has passed away.

According to the latest information, 2 566 cases have been reported to
the WHO (with 882 deaths), including 2 347 in 10 Middle East countries
comprising 2 167 in Saudi Arabia, 91 in the United Arab Emirates, 28 in
Jordan, 24 in Oman, 23 in Qatar, six in Iran, four in Kuwait, two in Lebanon,
and one each in Yemen and Bahrain.

"We will maintain close communications with the WHO and relevant health
authorities," a spokesman for the CHP said.

"As countries in the Middle East, particularly Saudi Arabia, continue to
report MERS cases from time to time, travellers should refrain from going to
farms, barns or markets with camels and avoid contact with sick persons and
animals, especially camels, birds or poultry. Most of the cases reported in
the Middle East had a history of exposure to camels, consumption of camel
milk or contact with other MERS patients," the spokesman said.

"Scientific evidence shows that camels are reservoirs for MERS
Coronavirus (MERS-CoV). Camels infected with MERS-CoV may not show any signs
of infection. Infected animals may shed MERS-CoV through nasal and eye
discharge and faeces, and potentially in their milk and urine. The virus may
also be found in the raw organs and meat of infected animals. Therefore, the
best protection is to practise good hygiene and avoid direct contact with all
of these," the spokesman added.

From time to time, suspected MERS cases reported to the CHP for
investigation involve patients with a history of contact with camels in the
Middle East. The CHP strongly advises travel agents organising tours to the
Middle East to abstain from arranging camel rides and activities involving
direct contact with camels, which are known risk factors for acquiring MERS-
CoV.

Travellers to affected areas should maintain vigilance, adopt
appropriate health precautions and take heed of personal, food and
environmental hygiene. The public may visit the MERS page of the CHP and
its Travel Health Service to learn more about MERS statistics in affected
areas. The public should also refer to the CHP's Facebook page and YouTube
channel and the WHO's latest news for more information and health advice.
Tour leaders and tour guides operating overseas tours are advised to refer to
the CHP's health advice on MERS.

Government takes strict enforcement
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in specified “restricted areas”

The Government found that a number of residents in households of
buildings within the specified "restricted areas" did not answer the door
when conducting enforcement actions on compulsory testing notices in the
specified "restricted areas", but there are reasons to believe that people
were inside the units. According to the relevant ordinance and the
authorisation from the health authorities, the Government may take legal
action including removing individuals or applying to a magistrate for a
warrant to break into and forcefully enter a unit. The Government will
continue to restrict all persons from entering or leaving the relevant
premises as prescribed by law and relevant instruments, and arrange
for security guards to be stationed if necessary. The Government will also
request bailiffs to assist in cordoning off the relevant premises as
appropriate, and will request relevant persons to be responsible for the
charges incurred.

The Government strongly appeals to persons who are in the household
units to contact the staff on-site, or to call the Home Affairs Department's
hotline (2835 1473) immediately.

TD appeals to public for early
submission of licensing applications

The Transport Department (TD) today (February 2) reminded holders of
driving and vehicle licenses that as the Lunar New Year holiday is
approaching, they should check the validity dates of their licenses. Members
of the public in need should submit licensing applications as early as
possible.

To align with the Government's announcement on the latest arrangements
for provision of public services during the epidemic, the TD is currently
providing counter services for applications submitted by applicants with
online appointments only and has deployed additional manpower to process
applications submitted via drop-in boxes, by post, or online. The Licensing
Offices at Admiralty, Cheung Sha Wan, Kwun Tong and Sha Tin will continue to
suspend walk-in counter services. The TD anticipates that before and after
the Lunar New Year holiday, the Licensing Offices may take a longer time to
process various types of licensing applications. To avoid unnecessary delay,
the public should submit applications three to four weeks before the expiry
dates as far as practicable.
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The TD appeals to members of the public in need to use the online
appointment services as far as possible. Those who cannot make a prior
appointment may submit applications by post or online, or via the drop-in
boxes placed at the Licensing Offices from 9am to 5pm from Monday to Friday.

Licensing Offices in general process licensing applications in the order
of date of receipt and accord priority as much as practicable to process
renewal licensing applications for which the validity period has expired or
is about to expire. If the vehicle licences of the applicants are about to
expire or there are any special reasons requiring early renewals, applicants
can mark on the envelope the vehicle registration marks and the expiry dates
of the vehicle licences or state the reason concerned, and leave contact
telephone numbers on the application forms. This is to assist the staff of
the Licensing Offices to identify and follow up on applications that require
urgent attention.

For enquiries, members of the public can contact the relevant offices at
the following numbers:

Hong Kong Licensing Office 2804 2636
Kowloon Licensing Office 2150 7728
Kwun Tong Licensing Office 2775 6835
Sha Tin Licensing Office 2606 1468

Key statistics on service demand of
A&E Departments and occupancy rates in
public hospitals

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

During the winter surge, the Hospital Authority is closely monitoring
the service demand of Accident and Emergency Departments and the occupancy
rates in public hospitals. Key service statistics are being issued daily for
public information. Details are in the appended table.
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