Government makes “restriction-testing
declaration” and issues compulsory
testing notice in respect of specified
“restricted area” in Jordan

The Government today (February 8) exercised the power under the
Prevention and Control of Disease (Compulsory Testing for Certain Persons)
Regulation (Cap. 599J) to make a "restriction-testing declaration"
(declaration) effective from 7pm, under which people (hereafter referred to
as "persons subject to compulsory testing") within the specified "restricted
area" in Jordan (i.e. Man Ying Building, 2-24 Man Ying Street, Ferry Point,
Jordan; see Annex) are required to stay in their premises and undergo
compulsory testing. Persons subject to compulsory testing are required to
stay in their premises until all such persons identified in the area have
undergone testing and the test results are mostly ascertained. The Government
aims at finishing this exercise at about 7am tomorrow (February 9), in order
to achieve the goal of zero cases in the district with concerted efforts.

A Government spokesman said, "Under Cap. 599J, the Government can,
according to the needs of infection control, make a 'restriction-testing
declaration'. As there are confirmed cases recorded in Man Ying Building,
2-24 Man Ying Street, Ferry Point, Jordan, recently and, as assessed, the
risk of infection in the relevant area may be higher, the Government decided
to make a 'restriction-testing declaration' for the relevant area."

The Government will set up temporary specimen collection stations at the
"restricted area" and request persons subject to compulsory testing to
undergo testing before 2am tomorrow. Persons subject to compulsory testing
will be arranged to undergo nucleic acid testing at specimen collection
stations where dedicated staff will collect samples through combined nasal
and throat swabs. Persons subject to compulsory testing must stay at their
place of residence until all test results are ascertained to avoid cross-
infection risk. The Government will arrange door-to-door specimen collection
for people with impaired mobility and elderly persons.

"We understand that this exercise will cause inconvenience to the
public. The Government has made arrangements to carry out testing for all
persons present in the 'restricted area' as soon as possible at night after
most people are released from work. The aim is to strive to complete testing
of all identified persons subject to compulsory testing and confirm the
results, and finish the exercise at around 7am tomorrow with a view to
allowing residents to start going to work at around 7am. The Government will
make a public announcement when the declaration expires officially. In the
cases in which employees are unable to go to work because of the declaration,
the Government hopes their employers can exercise discretion and not deduct
the salaries or benefits of the employees."
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If staying in the "restricted area" will cause unreasonable hardship to
an individual who is not a resident in the area when the declaration takes
effect, government officers may exercise discretion and allow that person to
leave the area after considering the individual circumstances. That person
must have followed the instructions to undergo testing and leave his or her
personal information for contact purposes.

Persons in the "restricted area" who have undergone testing from
February 6 to 8, 2021, and are able to provide the SMS notification through a
mobile phone or related certification containing the test results, are not
required to take the test again. However, they are required to stay in their
premises until all such persons identified in the area have undergone testing
and the test results are mostly ascertained. Also, according to the
compulsory testing notice issued today, any person who had been present at
the above building for more than two hours from January 26 to February 8,
2021, even if they were not present in the "restricted area" at the time when
the declaration took effect, must undergo compulsory testing by February 10.

The Government has prepared simple food and basic cleaning supplies for
the residents restricted by the declaration. The Home Affairs Department has
set up a hotline (Tel: 2835 1473) and a dedicated hotline (Tel: 3755 6816)
for ethnic minorities. The hotline services started operation at 7pm today
for residents restricted by the declaration to make enquiries and seek
assistance. The Social Welfare Department will also provide assistance to the
affected persons.

The Government understands the residents in the district are worried and
anxious because of the increase in confirmed cases in recent days. Under the
epidemic, businesses in the area have been hit hard and brought to a
standstill. Residents' livelihood is also affected. The Government hopes this
temporary inconvenience will completely cut the local transmission chains and
ease residents' worries and fear, so that they will regain confidence in
resuming social and business activities in the area, and return to a normal
life.

The Government appeals to persons subject to compulsory testing for
their full co-operation by registering and undergoing testing, and waiting
for the results patiently at home. The Government will strictly follow up on
whether the persons concerned have complied with the compulsory testing
notices and "restriction-testing declaration". Any person who fails to comply
with the compulsory testing notices commits an offence and may be fined a
fixed penalty of $5,000. The person would also be issued with a compulsory
testing order requiring him or her to undergo testing within a specified time
frame. Failure to comply with the compulsory testing order or the
"restriction-testing declaration” is an offence and the offender would be
liable to a fine at level 4 ($25,000) and imprisonment for six months.




CHP investigates 32 additional
confirmed cases of COVID-19

The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health (DH)
announced that as of 0.00am, February 8, the CHP was investigating 32
additional confirmed cases of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), taking the
number of cases to 10 668 in Hong Kong so far (comprising 10 667 confirmed
cases and one probable case).

Among the newly reported cases announced, four are imported cases.

A total of 550 cases have been recorded in the past 14 days (January 25
to February 7), including 510 local cases of which 183 are from unknown
sources.

The CHP's epidemiological investigations and relevant contact tracing on
the confirmed cases are ongoing. For case details and contact tracing
information, please see the Annex or the list of buildings with confirmed
cases of COVID-19 in the past 14 days and the latest local situation of
COVID-19 available on the website "COVID-19 Thematic Website"
(www.coronavirus.gov.hk).

Meanwhile, the CHP reminded those who had visited specified venues under
the Prevention and Control of Disease (Compulsory Testing for Certain
Persons) Regulation (Cap. 599]) to receive COVID-19 nucleic acid testing
according to the compulsory testing notice. The public are also urged to seek
medical attention early if symptoms develop.

In view of the latest epidemic developments in the Mainland, the
previous arrangement to provide specimen collection containers to inbound
travellers arriving via land boundary control points who have been to
Liaoning province in the past 14 days will be cancelled from tomorrow
(February 9). These travellers, if they are not exempted persons, are subject
to compulsory quarantine for 14 days at a designated place (home or other
accommodation) upon arrival in Hong Kong. The arrangement of distributing
specimen collection containers to inbound travellers who have been to
Heilongjiang Province, Beijing, Hebei Province, Shanxi Province, Jilin
Province, Guangxi, Shaanxi Province, Shanghai and Shandong Province in the
past 14 days arriving via land boundary control points, which has come into
effect earlier, remains unchanged.

Regarding the severe epidemic situation, the CHP called on members of
the public to avoid going out, having social contact and dining out. They
should put on a surgical mask and maintain stringent hand hygiene when they
need to go out. The CHP strongly urged the elderly to stay home as far as
possible and avoid going out. They should consider asking their family and
friends to help with everyday tasks such as shopping for basic necessities.
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The spokesman said, "Given that the situation of COVID-19 infection
remains severe and that there is a continuous increase in the number of cases
reported around the world, members of the public are strongly urged to avoid
all non-essential travel outside Hong Kong.

"The CHP also strongly urges the public to maintain at all times strict
personal and environmental hygiene, which is key to personal protection
against infection and prevention of the spread of the disease in the
community. On a personal level, members of the public should wear a surgical
mask when having respiratory symptoms, taking public transport or staying in
crowded places. They should also perform hand hygiene frequently, especially
before touching the mouth, nose or eyes.

"As for household environmental hygiene, members of the public are
advised to maintain drainage pipes properly, regularly pour water into drain
outlets (U-traps) and cover all floor drain outlets when they are not in use.
After using the toilet, they should put the toilet lid down before flushing
to avoid spreading germs."

Moreover, the Government has launched the website "COVID-19 Thematic
Website" (www.coronavirus.gov.hk) for announcing the latest updates on
various news on COVID-19 infection and health advice to help the public
understand the latest updates. Members of the public may also gain access to
information via the COVID-19 WhatsApp Helpline launched by the Office of the
Government Chief Information Officer. Simply by saving 9617 1823 in their
phone contacts or clicking the link wa.me/852961718237?text=hi, they will be
able to obtain information on COVID-19 as well as the "StayHomeSafe" mobile
app and wristband via WhatsApp.

To prevent pneumonia and respiratory tract infections, members of the
public should always maintain good personal and environmental hygiene. They
are advised to:

* Wear a surgical mask when taking public transport or staying in crowded
places. It is important to wear a mask properly, including performing hand
hygiene before wearing and after removing a mask;

* Perform hand hygiene frequently, especially before touching the mouth, nose
or eyes, after touching public installations such as handrails or doorknobs,
or when hands are contaminated by respiratory secretions after coughing or
sneezing;

* Maintain drainage pipes properly and regularly (about once a week) pour
about half a litre of water into each drain outlet (U-trap) to ensure
environmental hygiene;

* Cover all floor drain outlets when they are not in use;

* After using the toilet, put the toilet lid down before flushing to avoid
spreading germs;

* Wash hands with liquid soap and water, and rub for at least 20 seconds.
Then rinse with water and dry with a disposable paper towel. If hand washing
facilities are not available, or when hands are not visibly soiled,
performing hand hygiene with 70 to 80 per cent alcohol-based handrub is an
effective alternative;
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e Cover your mouth and nose with tissue paper when sneezing or coughing.
Dispose of soiled tissues into a lidded rubbish bin, then wash hands
thoroughly; and

* When having respiratory symptoms, wear a surgical mask, refrain from work
or attending class at school, avoid going to crowded places and seek medical
advice promptly.

Fraudulent websites related to Union
Bancaire PrivAee, UBP SA

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority:

The Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA) wishes to alert members of the
public to a press release issued by Union Bancaire Privée, UBP SA on
fraudulent websites, which has been reported to the HKMA. Hyperlink to the
press release is available on the_HKMA website for ease of reference by
members of the public.

Anyone who has provided his or her personal information to the websites
concerned or has conducted any financial transactions through the websites
should contact the bank concerned using the contact information provided in
the press release, and report to the Police or contact the Cyber Security and
Technology Crime Bureau of the Hong Kong Police Force at 2860 5012.

SWD invites sale proposals for
premises in all 18 districts to
accommodate welfare facilities

The Social Welfare Department (SWD), with the assistance of the
Government Property Agency (GPA), commenced at the end of September 2020 a
programme to purchase private premises for accommodating welfare facilities
(purchase programme).

The SWD announced today (February 8) that owners of potentially suitable
non-domestic premises available for sale in any of the 18 districts may

submit their sale proposals to the GPA for consideration.

For the six districts covered in the previous two rounds of open
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invitations, i.e. Yau Tsim Mong District, Central and Western District, North
District, Sham Shui Po District, Wan Chai District and Kwai Tsing District,
owners may continue to submit sale proposals, but proposals already submitted
need not be re-submitted.

Target premises for purchase include commercial premises/offices
(excluding Grade A office buildings in central business districts) or
premises of revitalised industrial buildings. Details on submission of sale
proposals are on the GPA's website
(www.gpa.gov.hk/english/premises/invitation.html).

"The Government will conduct assessment of potential premises in
batches, with sale proposals received from open invitation and other sources
by March 12, 2021, to be considered first. Nevertheless, no deadline is set
for submitting sale proposals and further rounds of assessment will be
conducted as necessary," the SWD's spokesman said.

In June 2020, the Finance Committee of the Legislative Council approved
funding to purchase private premises for the provision of about 160 welfare
facilities in 18 districts, including child care centres, day care centres
for the elderly, neighbourhood elderly centres, offices for on-site pre-
school rehabilitation services, and more, as listed in the Annex, to help
address the shortage of welfare premises. The purchase programme does not
include the purchase of premises for use as residential care homes for the
elderly.

Public hospitals daily update on
COVID-19 cases

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

As at 9am today (February 8), 31 COVID-19 confirmed patients were
discharged from hospital in the last 24 hours. So far, a total of 9 918
patients with confirmed or probable infection have been discharged.

At present, there are 674 negative pressure rooms in public hospitals
with 1 233 negative pressure beds activated. A total of 501 confirmed
patients are currently hospitalised in 24 public hospitals and a community
treatment facility, among which 24 patients are in critical condition, 24 are
in serious condition and the remaining 453 patients are in stable condition.

The Hospital Authority will maintain close contact with the Centre for
Health Protection to monitor the latest developments and to inform the public
and healthcare workers on the latest information in a timely manner.
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Details of the above-mentioned patients are as follows:

Patient

L. Case numbers
condition

9264, 9303, 9574, 9601, 9644, 9761, 9790,
9837, 9895, 9941, 9954, 9991, 10043,

Discharged 10079, 10148, 10175, 10209, 10309, 10314,
10335, 10338, 10340, 10352, 10380, 10384,
10472, 10481, 10499, 10529, 10602, 10627

1989, 3496, 6125, 6547, 6607, 6794, 7021,
8018, 8078, 8323, 8900, 9049, 9135, 9267,

Critical 9438, 9612, 9907, 9959, 10238, 10358,
10367, 10379, 10417, 10578
6386, 7076, 7305, 7468, 7653, 8126, 8221,
Serious 9040, 9055, 9166, 9550, 9662, 9733, 9734,

9793, 9858, 9867, 9880, 9998, 10023,
10083, 10134, 10503, 10600




