Key statistics on service demand of
A&E Departments and occupancy rates in
public hospitals

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

During the winter surge, the Hospital Authority is closely monitoring
the service demand of Accident and Emergency Departments and the occupancy
rates in public hospitals. Key service statistics are being issued daily for
public information. Details are in the appended table.

Yellow fire danger warning

Attention duty announcers, radio and TV stations:
Yellow fire danger warning

The fire danger situation today (February 14) is yellow and the risk of
fire is high. People are urged to prevent fires breaking out and hikers
should also be vigilant.

Government to gazette compulsory
testing notice

The Government will exercise the power under the Prevention and Control
of Disease (Compulsory Testing for Certain Persons) Regulation (Cap. 5993J)
and publish in the Gazette a compulsory testing notice, which requires any
person who had been present at four specified premises during the specified
period (persons subject to compulsory testing) to undergo a COVID-19 nucleic
acid test.

Currently, in all districts in Hong Kong, if one or more new confirmed
cases are found in the residential buildings (including buildings for both
commercial and residential uses), or there are sewage samples tested positive
which implied possible infection risks, the buildings will be included in the
compulsory testing notice.
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For testing targeting at workplaces, if two or more confirmed cases are
found in a workplace, it will be included in the compulsory testing notice.

Four buildings fulfilling the above criteria will be included in the
compulsory testing notice.

Details of the compulsory testing notice are as follows:

Any person who had been present at any specified premises listed in
Annex 1 for more than two hours at any time during the period from January 31
to February 13, 2021 (including but not limited to visitors, residents and
workers), have to undergo testing by February 16, 2021. If persons subject to
compulsory testing have previously undergone testing between February 11 and
February 13, 2021, they would be taken to have complied with the requirements
set out in the compulsory testing notice.

The Government will set up mobile specimen collection stations at Kellie
Mansion in Tsz Wan Shan, Shek Lei (II) Estate in Kwai Chung and Wo Che Estate
in Sha Tin tomorrow (February 14). Starting from February 15, 2021, the
mobile specimen collection station at Tsuen Wing Street Playground will be
relocated to Sha Tsui Road Playground and will be open to February 16, 2021
(Tuesday) tentatively. The opening dates and operating hours of the mobile
specimen collection stations in various districts providing free COVID-19
nucleic acid testing services for the general public are stated in Annex 2.
Apart from mobile specimen collection stations, persons subject to compulsory
testing can also choose to attend any of the community testing centres in all
districts to receive testing free of charge.

Persons subject to compulsory testing may choose to undergo testing via
the following routes:

1. To visit any of the mobile specimen collection stations (see the list and
target groups (if applicable)

at www.coronavirus.gov.hk/eng/early-testing.html) for testing;

2. To attend any of the community testing centres (see the list

at www.communitytest.gov.hk/en/);

3. To obtain a deep throat saliva specimen collection pack from any of the
121 post offices, vending machines set up at 20 MTR stations or 47 designated
general outpatient clinics (GOPCs) of the Hospital Authority and return the
specimen to one of the designated specimen collection points (see the
distribution points and times, and the specimen collection points and times,
at www.coronavirus.gov.hk/eng/early-testing.html);

4. To undergo testing at any of the GOPCs of the Hospital Authority as
instructed by a medical professional of the Hospital Authority;

5. To self-arrange testing provided by private laboratories which are
recognised by the Department of Health (DH) and can issue SMS notifications
in respect of test results (see the list

at www.coronavirus.gov.hk/pdf/List of recognised laboratories RTPCR.pdf);or
6. To use a specimen bottle distributed to the relevant specified premises
by the Centre for Health Protection (if applicable), and return the specimen
bottle with the sample collected as per relevant guidelines.
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A spokesman for the Food and Health Bureau cautioned that testing
received at accident and emergency departments of the Hospital Authority or
during hospital stays, or testing provided by private laboratories which
cannot issue SMS notifications in respect of test results, does not comply
with the requirements of the aforementioned compulsory testing notice.

"If persons subject to compulsory testing have symptoms, they should
seek medical attention immediately and undergo testing as instructed by a
medical professional. They should not attend the mobile specimen collection
stations or the community testing centres.”

Persons subject to compulsory testing must keep the SMS notification
containing result of the test for checking by a law enforcement officer when
the officer requires the persons to provide information about their
undergoing the specified test.

Furthermore, persons subject to testing under the compulsory testing
notices should, as far as reasonably practicable, take appropriate personal
disease prevention measures including wearing a mask and maintaining hand
hygiene, and, unless for the purpose of undergoing the specified test, stay
at their place of residence and avoid going out until the test result is
ascertained as far as possible.

Any enquiries on compulsory testing arrangements may be addressed to the
hotline at 6275 6901, which operates daily from 9am to 6pm. If persons
subject to compulsory testing plan to conduct testing at any of the community
testing centres, they can check the centre's appointment status in advance.
The hotlines of the community testing centres are available
at www.communitytest.gov.hk/en/info/.

The Government will continue to trace possibly infected persons who had
been to the relevant premises, and seriously verify whether they had complied
with the testing notices. Any person who fails to comply with the testing
notices commits an offence and may be fined a fixed penalty of $5,000. The
person would also be issued with a compulsory testing order requiring him or
her to undergo testing within a specified time frame. Failure to comply with
the order is an offence and the offender would be liable to a fine at level 4
($25,000) and imprisonment for six months.

Relevant officers of different government departments are empowered to
perform certain functions under the relevant Regulations under the Prevention
and Control of Disease Ordinance (Cap. 599), including requesting individuals
to provide information and assistance when necessary. Any person who fails to
comply with the relevant request commits an offence and would be liable to a
fine at level 3 ($10,000). Collection and use of any personal data for
conducting COVID-19 tests must meet the requirements under the Personal Data
(Privacy) Ordinance (Cap. 486). Government departments or testing service
providers which handle the relevant information may provide the data to DH or
other relevant departments for anti-epidemic purpose as necessary. The
workflow does not involve the provision of any personal data to organisations
or persons outside Hong Kong.
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The spokesman said, "The Government urges all individuals who are in
doubt about their own health conditions, or individuals with infection risks
(such as individuals who visited places with epidemic outbreaks or contacted
confirmed cases), to undergo testing promptly for early identification of
infected persons.”

CE visits Lok Ma Chau and Sham Shui Po
Sports Ground (with photos/video)

The Chief Executive, Mrs Carrie Lam, this morning (February 13) visited
Lok Ma Chau to inspect the progress of various works and projects in the Lok
Ma Chau Loop as well as visit personnel on duty at Lok Ma Chau Police Station
and Lok Ma Chau Boundary Control Point to thank them for their commitment in
serving members of the public during the holidays. She also went to Sham Shui
Po Sports Ground to extend her New Year greetings to staff members on duty
and users.

Mrs Lam and the Secretary for Innovation and Technology, Mr Alfred Sit,
viewed the Loop from Lok Ma Chau Police Station this morning. They were
briefed by colleagues of the Innovation and Technology Bureau and the Civil
Engineering and Development Department as well as the Chief Executive Officer
of the Hong Kong-Shenzhen Innovation and Technology Park (HSITP) Limited, Mr
Patrick Siu, on the progress of the works of supporting infrastructural
facilities in the Loop and the establishment of the HSITP.

With the approval of funding by the Finance Committee of the Legislative
Council for the HSITP Main Works Package 1 last month and the first batch of
buildings in the HSITP last week, relevant work can be commenced in an
orderly manner. The HSITP will prioritise the development of six research and
development (R&D) areas, namely healthcare technologies, big data and
artificial intelligence, robotics, new materials, microelectronics and
financial technology. The first batch of buildings is expected to be
completed in 2024 to allow tenants to move in. One of the major
characteristics of the works is the achievement of a balance between
development and conservation. The relevant authorities have in the first
place established a 12.8-hectare ecological area within the works site to
conserve an environment with ecological value.

In addition, it was announced in the Policy Address last year that,
under the co-operation between the Governments of Hong Kong and Shenzhen,
interested institutes and enterprises can establish a presence in the
Shenzhen Innovation Technology Zone before the completion of the first batch
of buildings in the HSITP to start their R&D and business sooner rather than
later, with a view to establishing "one zone, two parks". The two places have
been working closely together and making good progress.
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"Hong Kong has been strong in innovation and technology (I&T)
development. Given that its neighbour, Shenzhen, is good at the commercial
application of technological achievements, the co-operation between two
strong players in the I&T area will provide enormous impetus to the
development of the international I&T hub in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao
Greater Bay Area. The Government and the industry will seize the opportunity
to foster the development of the ecological chain of the I&T industry in Hong
Kong and Shenzhen so as to offer tremendous employment and start-up business
opportunities for the young people of Hong Kong," Mrs Lam said.

Mrs Lam and the Secretary for Security, Mr John Lee, then visited Lok Ma
Chau Police Station to extend New Year greetings to police officers on duty.
Accompanied by the Commissioner of Customs and Excise, Mr Hermes Tang, and
the Director of Immigration, Mr Au Ka-wang, they also visited duty officers
at Lok Ma Chau Boundary Control Point to learn more about the clearance
procedure for cross-boundary trucks amid the epidemic. Mrs Lam thanked
officers of the Hong Kong Police Force, the Customs and Excise Department,
the Immigration Department and the Department of Health for standing fast at
their posts to maintain law and order as well as ensure the smooth operation
of cross-boundary freight traffic, thereby allowing a continuous supply of
goods and food to Hong Kong to meet the needs of the people.

The last stop of the visit was Sham Shui Po Sports Ground, where Mrs Lam
and the Secretary for Home Affairs, Mr Caspar Tsui, were briefed by the
Director of Leisure and Cultural Services, Mr Vincent Liu, on the use of the
sports ground during the Lunar New Year holidays and its anti-epidemic
measures. To allow members of the public to relax, the Leisure and Cultural
Services Department has made special arrangements for the Lunar New Year this
year to open 10 sports grounds for the public to jog in. Anti-epidemic
measures have been stepped up, including mandating members of the public to
scan the "LeaveHomeSafe" QR code with their mobile phones or register their
contact details before entering the venues. Mrs Lam thanked the venue staff
for providing services to the public during the holidays. She also talked to
users at the venue and noted that they welcomed the opening of the sports
grounds and would support the anti-epidemic measures adopted by the
Government.



http://gia.info.gov.hk/general/202102/13/P2021021300606_photo_1187089.jpg
http://gia.info.gov.hk/general/202102/13/P2021021300606_photo_1187090.jpg

Security Bureau responds to media
enquiries on the Immigration
(Amendment) Bill 2020

a€<A spokesman for the Security Bureau said today (February 13) in
response to media enquiries that the proposed provision in the Immigration
(Amendment) Bill 2020 (the Bill) to empower the Secretary for Security to
make regulations in relation to the provision of passenger information by
carriers is intended for fulfilling the international obligation of the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region under the "Convention on International
Civil Aviation".

The spokesman said, "In 2018, the International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO) updated the "Convention on International Civil Aviation",
including imposing a new mandatory requirement for its members to put in
place the Advance Passenger Information (API) system. According to the
requirements, airlines need to provide passenger and crew member information
to immigration authorities of the destination port before flight departure.
So far, over 90 countries already have the API system in place, including the
Member States of the European Union, the United States of America, Canada and
Australia."
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Introduction of the API system by ICAO is to enhance international civil
aviation safety and also to facilitate the immigration authorities around the
world to implement more effective control. Implementation of the said
requirements will not only allow faster passenger clearance at control
points, but will also enhance the enforcement capability of the Immigration
Department (ImmD), thereby help strengthen our measures to prevent potential
non-refoulement claimants from entering Hong Kong. ImmD is formulating the
operational details of the system, and in the process it will make reference
to the relevant guidelines from ICAO and the implementation experience of
other countries. Relevant stakeholders will also be consulted on their views
in due course. Subject to Legislative Council's (LegCo) enactment of the
Bill, the Government will prepare the relevant subsidiary legislation, which
will then be subject to negative vetting of LegCo.

The spokesman also pointed out, "According to the general practice, the
enabling provisions to be stipulated in the main ordinance are usually
crafted in more generic and concise terms, while the subsidiary legislation
to be made thereunder will set out the operational details with provisions in
more specific terms. The making of relevant regulations will also require the
scrutiny and passage by LegCo. The Government already set out the objectives
of the concerned provision in the LegCo brief on the Bill submitted to LegCo.
At the meetings of the Bills Committee held on January 20and February 5, the
Government also elucidated clearly to LegCo and the public the background of
the system and the proposed provision, and addressed the questions from LegCo
members in detail."

The spokesman emphasised, "The freedom to travel and the right to enter
or leave Hong Kong of Hong Kong residents are guaranteed under Article 31 of
the Basic Law and Article 8(2) of the Bill of Rights under the Hong Kong Bill
of Rights Ordinance (Cap. 383). The proposed API system is intended to
require the provision of passenger information on flights heading to Hong
Kong, rather than departing flights. The right of Hong Kong residents to
enter or leave Hong Kong is not affected. The Government will ensure that the
operation of the API system will conform with the Basic Law and the Hong Kong
Bill of Rights.

The above information has been covered in the information provided to
LegCo by the Government. In regard to the recent written submission by the
Hong Kong Bar Association to LegCo, in which the Association's standpoint
about the relevant provision failed to reflect correctly the objectives of
the provision and relevant facts, and led to unnecessary misunderstanding, we
feel disappointed. The Government will continue to provide LegCo and the
public with full elucidation through the discussion at the Bills Committee
and other channels so as to ensure clear understanding of the issue.



