Government gazettes compulsory testing
notice

The Government exercised the power under the Prevention and Control of
Disease (Compulsory Testing for Certain Persons) Regulation (Cap. 599J) and
published in the Gazette a compulsory testing notice, which requires any
person who had been present at three specified premises during the specified
period (persons subject to compulsory testing) to undergo a COVID-19 nucleic
acid test.

Currently, in all districts in Hong Kong, if one or more new confirmed
cases are found in the residential buildings (including buildings for both
commercial and residential uses), or there are sewage samples tested positive
which implied possible infection risks, the buildings will be included in the
compulsory testing notice.

For testing targeting at workplaces, if two or more confirmed cases are
found in a workplace, it will be included in the compulsory testing notice.

Three buildings fulfilling the above criteria were included in the
compulsory testing notice today (February 14).

Details of the compulsory testing notice are as follows:

Any person who had been present at any specified premises listed in
Annex 1 for more than two hours at any time during the period from February 1
to February 14, 2021 (including but not limited to visitors, residents and
workers), have to undergo testing by February 16, 2021. If persons subject to
compulsory testing have previously undergone testing between February 12 and
February 14, 2021, they would be taken to have complied with the requirements
set out in the compulsory testing notice.

The Government will set up mobile specimen collection stations at 15-17
Mody Road in Tsim Sha Tsui, Shek Lei Community Hall, Saddle Ridge Garden in
Ma On Shan and Metro City in Tseung Kwan 0 tomorrow (February 15). The
service period of the mobile specimen collection station at Wong Chuk Hang
Sports Centre will be extended to February 21 (Sunday). The opening dates and
operating hours of the mobile specimen collection stations in various
districts providing free COVID-19 nucleic acid testing services for the
general public are stated in Annex 2. Apart from mobile specimen collection
stations, persons subject to compulsory testing can also choose to attend any
of the community testing centres in all districts to receive testing free of
charge.

Persons subject to compulsory testing may choose to undergo testing via
the following routes:

1. To visit any of the mobile specimen collection stations (see the list and
target groups (if applicable)
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at www.coronavirus.gov.hk/eng/early-testing.html) for testing;

2. To attend any of the community testing centres (see the list

at www.communitytest.gov.hk/en/);

3. To obtain a deep throat saliva specimen collection pack from any of the
121 post offices, vending machines set up at 20 MTR stations or 47 designated
general outpatient clinics (GOPCs) of the Hospital Authority and return the
specimen to one of the designated specimen collection points (see the
distribution points and times, and the specimen collection points and times,
at www.coronavirus.gov.hk/eng/early-testing.html);

4. To undergo testing at any of the GOPCs of the Hospital Authority as
instructed by a medical professional of the Hospital Authority;

5. To self-arrange testing provided by private laboratories which are
recognised by the Department of Health (DH) and can issue SMS notifications
in respect of test results (see the list

at www.coronavirus.gov.hk/pdf/List of recognised laboratories RTPCR.pdf);or
6. To use a specimen bottle distributed to the relevant specified premises
by the Centre for Health Protection (if applicable), and return the specimen
bottle with the sample collected as per relevant guidelines.

A spokesman for the Food and Health Bureau cautioned that testing
received at accident and emergency departments of the Hospital Authority or
during hospital stays, or testing provided by private laboratories which
cannot issue SMS notifications in respect of test results, does not comply
with the requirements of the aforementioned compulsory testing notice.

"If persons subject to compulsory testing have symptoms, they should
seek medical attention immediately and undergo testing as instructed by a
medical professional. They should not attend the mobile specimen collection
stations or the community testing centres.”

Persons subject to compulsory testing must keep the SMS notification
containing result of the test for checking by a law enforcement officer when
the officer requires the persons to provide information about their
undergoing the specified test.

Furthermore, persons subject to testing under the compulsory testing
notices should, as far as reasonably practicable, take appropriate personal
disease prevention measures including wearing a mask and maintaining hand
hygiene, and, unless for the purpose of undergoing the specified test, stay
at their place of residence and avoid going out until the test result is
ascertained as far as possible.

Any enquiries on compulsory testing arrangements may be addressed to the
hotline at 6275 6901, which operates daily from 9am to 6pm. If persons
subject to compulsory testing plan to conduct testing at any of the community
testing centres, they can check the centre's appointment status in advance.
The hotlines of the community testing centres are available
at www.communitytest.gov.hk/en/info/.

The Government will continue to trace possibly infected persons who had
been to the relevant premises, and seriously verify whether they had complied
with the testing notices. Any person who fails to comply with the testing
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notices commits an offence and may be fined a fixed penalty of $5,000. The
person would also be issued with a compulsory testing order requiring him or
her to undergo testing within a specified time frame. Failure to comply with
the order is an offence and the offender would be liable to a fine at level 4
($25,000) and imprisonment for six months.

Relevant officers of different government departments are empowered to
perform certain functions under the relevant Regulations under the Prevention
and Control of Disease Ordinance (Cap. 599), including requesting individuals
to provide information and assistance when necessary. Any person who fails to
comply with the relevant request commits an offence and would be liable to a
fine at level 3 ($10,000). Collection and use of any personal data for
conducting COVID-19 tests must meet the requirements under the Personal Data
(Privacy) Ordinance (Cap. 486). Government departments or testing service
providers which handle the relevant information may provide the data to DH or
other relevant departments for anti-epidemic purpose as necessary. The
workflow does not involve the provision of any personal data to organisations
or persons outside Hong Kong.

The spokesman said, "The Government urges all individuals who are in
doubt about their own health conditions, or individuals with infection risks
(such as individuals who visited places with epidemic outbreaks or contacted
confirmed cases), to undergo testing promptly for early identification of
infected persons.”

CHP investigates 12 additional
confirmed cases of COVID-19

The Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of the Department of Health (DH)
announced that as of 0.00am, February 14, the CHP was investigating 12
additional confirmed cases of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), taking the
number of cases to 10 780 in Hong Kong so far (comprising 10 779 confirmed
cases and one probable case).

Among the newly reported cases announced, two are imported cases.

A total of 368 cases have been recorded in the past 14 days (January 31
to February 13), including 320 local cases of which 101 are from unknown
sources.

The CHP's epidemiological investigations and relevant contact tracing on
the confirmed cases are ongoing. For case details and contact tracing
information, please see the Annex or the list of buildings with confirmed
cases of COVID-19 in the past 14 days and the latest local situation of
COVID-19 available on the website "COVID-19 Thematic Website"
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(www.coronavirus.qgov.hk).

A spokesman for the CHP said, "To cope with the increase of specimen
collection, the CHP has contacted contractors and arranged extension of
specimen collection hours at 13 clinics of the DH tomorrow (February 15). The
hours will be extended to 9am to 1pm and 2pm to 3pm from 9am to 1llam."”

Meanwhile, the CHP reminded those who had visited specified venues under
the Prevention and Control of Disease (Compulsory Testing for Certain
Persons) Regulation (Cap. 599]) to receive COVID-19 nucleic acid testing
according to the compulsory testing notice. The public are also urged to seek
medical attention early if symptoms develop.

The CHP called on members of the public to avoid going out, having
social contact and dining out. They should put on a surgical mask and
maintain stringent hand hygiene when they need to go out. The CHP strongly
urged the elderly to stay home as far as possible and avoid going out. They
should consider asking their family and friends to help with everyday tasks
such as shopping for basic necessities.

The spokesman said, "Given that the situation of COVID-19 infection
remains severe and that there is a continuous increase in the number of cases
reported around the world, members of the public are strongly urged to avoid
all non-essential travel outside Hong Kong.

"The CHP also strongly urges the public to maintain at all times strict
personal and environmental hygiene, which is key to personal protection
against infection and prevention of the spread of the disease in the
community. On a personal level, members of the public should wear a surgical
mask when having respiratory symptoms, taking public transport or staying in
crowded places. They should also perform hand hygiene frequently, especially
before touching the mouth, nose or eyes.

"As for household environmental hygiene, members of the public are
advised to maintain drainage pipes properly, regularly pour water into drain
outlets (U-traps) and cover all floor drain outlets when they are not in use.
After using the toilet, they should put the toilet lid down before flushing
to avoid spreading germs."

Moreover, the Government has launched the website "COVID-19 Thematic
Website" (www.coronavirus.gov.hk) for announcing the latest updates on
various news on COVID-19 infection and health advice to help the public
understand the latest updates. Members of the public may also gain access to
information via the COVID-19 WhatsApp Helpline launched by the Office of the
Government Chief Information Officer. Simply by saving 9617 1823 in their
phone contacts or clicking the link wa.me/85296171823?text=hi, they will be
able to obtain information on COVID-19 as well as the "StayHomeSafe" mobile
app and wristband via WhatsApp.

To prevent pneumonia and respiratory tract infections, members of the
public should always maintain good personal and environmental hygiene. They
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are advised to:

* Wear a surgical mask when taking public transport or staying in crowded
places. It is important to wear a mask properly, including performing hand
hygiene before wearing and after removing a mask;

* Perform hand hygiene frequently, especially before touching the mouth, nose
or eyes, after touching public installations such as handrails or doorknobs,
or when hands are contaminated by respiratory secretions after coughing or
sneezing;

* Maintain drainage pipes properly and regularly (about once a week) pour
about half a litre of water into each drain outlet (U-trap) to ensure
environmental hygiene;

* Cover all floor drain outlets when they are not in use;

 After using the toilet, put the toilet lid down before flushing to avoid
spreading germs;

* Wash hands with liquid soap and water, and rub for at least 20 seconds.
Then rinse with water and dry with a disposable paper towel. If hand washing
facilities are not available, or when hands are not visibly soiled,
performing hand hygiene with 70 to 80 per cent alcohol-based handrub is an
effective alternative;

* Cover your mouth and nose with tissue paper when sneezing or coughing.
Dispose of soiled tissues into a lidded rubbish bin, then wash hands
thoroughly; and

* When having respiratory symptoms, wear a surgical mask, refrain from work
or attending class at school, avoid going to crowded places and seek medical
advice promptly.

Public hospitals daily update on
COVID-19 cases

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

As at 9am today (February 14), 25 COVID-19 confirmed patients were
discharged from hospital in the last 24 hours. So far, a total of 10 185
patients with confirmed or probable infection have been discharged.

At present, there are 679 negative pressure rooms in public hospitals
with 1 237 negative pressure beds activated. A total of 359 confirmed
patients are currently hospitalised in 23 public hospitals and a community
treatment facility, among which 21 patients are in critical condition, 17 are
in serious condition and the remaining 321 patients are in stable condition.

The Hospital Authority will maintain close contact with the Centre for
Health Protection to monitor the latest developments and to inform the public
and healthcare workers on the latest information in a timely manner.
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Details of the above-mentioned patients are as follows:

Patient

. Case numbers
condition

9504, 10017, 10062, 10117, 10246, 10307,
10316, 10350, 10382, 10409, 10411, 10440,
Discharged 10451, 10493, 10497, 10525, 10537, 10543,
10569, 10582, 10634, 10648, 10652, 10706,
10721

1989, 3496, 6125, 6547, 6607, 6794, 8018,
8078, 8323, 9049, 9135, 9267, 9438, 9612,

Critical 9907, 9953, 10358, 10367, 10379, 10585,
10643
6386, 7021, 7076, 7468, 8221, 9055, 9550,
Serious 9733, 9793, 9858, 9867, 9998, 10023,

10083, 10431, 10503, 10708

HA enhances Emergency Alarm System
Grant

The following is issued on behalf of the Hong Kong Housing Authority:

Apart from providing affordable housing to low-income families, the Hong
Kong Housing Authority (HA) also cares for special needs of elderly tenants.
The latest initiative is the extension of the subsidy for the Emergency Alarm
System (EAS) to cover mobile devices.

"A traditional EAS installation consists of a main unit connected to a
fixed telephone line. With the enhancement of the EAS Grant, elderly tenants
can now choose from various mobile EAS products, including EAS mobile phones
and watches, a mobile app for smart phones and other products, on top of the
traditional products," a spokesman for the HA said today (February 14).

The EAS is a 24-hour support service provided by commercial or non-
governmental organisations for individuals who may press the alarm button for
assistance in case of emergencies.

To encourage more elderly tenants, particularly those living alone to
use the facility, the HA has been providing a one-off EAS Grant for the
installation cost up to a maximum of $2,500 to eligible elderly tenants on a
reimbursement basis. As of now, more than 21 000 applications have been
approved.

"Noting the rapid technological development and popularity of mobile
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devices, and the emergence of various types of EAS products like mobile
phones and app for smart phones, the HA enhanced the EAS Grant to include
mobile EAS devices and relevant service charges," the spokesman said.

"The Grant to cover mobile devices would be particularly welcomed by
elderly residents who may not want to keep a fixed telephone line," the
spokesman added.

Eligible households may approach the respective estate/interim housing
offices for enquiries.

Liquor Licensing Board to meet on
Tuesday

The following is issued on behalf of the Liquor Licensing Board:

The Liquor Licensing Board (LLB) will meet on Tuesday (February 16) to
consider an application for renewal of a liquor licence.

The application is:
New Territories:
SI MEI JIE KITCHEN in Tsuen Wan

The meeting will be held at 9.45am in the conference room, Room 102,
1/F, 258 Queen's Road East, Wan Chai. In response to the latest developments
of COVID-19, to avoid the gathering of people in an enclosed environment and

to safeqguard the health of all participants, public seats will not be
available for all open hearings of the LLB in the interim.
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