
Cluster of Methicillin-resistant
Staphylococcus aureus cases in Queen
Elizabeth Hospital

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

     The spokesperson for Queen Elizabeth Hospital (QEH) made the following
announcement today (February 22):
 
     Three patients (two male and one female, aged 11 to 23 days) of a
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit of QEH were confirmed to be carriers of
Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus without clinical symptoms by
routine screening and contact tracing since February 11. Three patients are
still hospitalised due to their own underlying diseases with stable
condition. They are under medical surveillance and isolation.
 
     Infection control measures of the ward have already been stepped up
according to prevailing guidelines. All other infants in the ward are under
close medical surveillance.
 
     The cases have been reported to the Hospital Authority Head Office and
the Centre for Health Protection for necessary follow up.

Cluster of Methicillin-resistant
Staphylococcus aureus cases in Caritas
Medical Centre

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

     The spokesperson for Caritas Medical Centre (CMC) made the following
announcement today (February 22):

     A 10-year-old male resident of the Developmental Disabilities Unit of
CMC developed symptoms of conjunctivitis on February 2 and was confirmed to
be infected by Methicillin-Resistant Staphylococcus Aureus (MRSA) which was
detected in clinical specimen. In accordance with the prevailing infection
control guidelines, the hospital has performed contact tracing. Two more male
residents (aged nine and 10) of the same ward were confirmed to be MRSA
carriers without any symptoms of infection. The three residents are currently
under isolation with stable condition.
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     Following the activation of the Emergency Response Level in public
hospitals, the visiting arrangements for the ward have been suspended. The
concerned ward has adopted the following enhanced infection control measures
according to established guidelines:
 

Enhanced disinfection and cleaning of the ward concerned;1.
Enhanced resident and environmental screening procedures; and2.
Application of stringent contact precautions and enhanced hand hygiene3.
for staff and residents.

 
     The hospital will closely monitor the situation of the ward concerned.
The cases have been reported to the Hospital Authority Head Office and the
Centre for Health Protection for necessary follow up.

Financial Secretary to present Budget

The following is issued on behalf of the Legislative Council Secretariat:

     The Legislative Council (LegCo) will hold a meeting on Wednesday
(February 24) at 11am in the Chamber of the LegCo Complex.  The Appropriation
Bill 2021 will be introduced into the Council for the First Reading and the
Second Reading. When moving the Second Reading of the Bill, the Financial
Secretary will outline the 2021-2022 Budget. The Second Reading debate on the
Bill will be adjourned.

     The Arbitration (Amendment) Bill 2021, the Employees' Compensation
(Amendment) Bill 2021 and the Road Traffic (Amendment) Bill 2021 will be
introduced into the Council for the First Reading and the Second Reading. The
Second Reading debate on the Bills will be adjourned.

     On Member's motion, Mr Wong Ting-kwong will move a proposed resolution
under section 34(4) of the Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance to
extend the period for amending the Insurance (Amendment) Ordinance 2020
(Commencement) Notice and the Insurance (Special Purpose Business) Rules,
laid on the table of LegCo on January 27, 2021, to the meeting of March 17,
2021.

     During the meeting, Members will also ask the Government 22 questions on
various policy areas, all of which require written replies.

     The agenda of the above meeting can be obtained via the LegCo Website
(www.legco.gov.hk). Members of the public can watch or listen to the meeting
via the "Webcast" system on the LegCo Website. To observe the proceedings of
the meeting at the LegCo Complex, members of the public may call 3919 3399
during office hours to reserve seats.
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Transcript of remarks by CE at media
session (with photos/video)

     Following is the transcript of remarks by the Chief Executive, Mrs
Carrie Lam, at a media session after receiving a COVID-19 vaccination today
(February 22):
 
Chief Executive: Let me say a few words in English. I am extremely pleased
that I and my Principal Officials have come to this Community Vaccination
Centre to receive the first dose of COVID-19 vaccine. We are taking the
Sinovac vaccine today, which was developed and manufactured in the Mainland,
because this is the first vaccine that has arrived in Hong Kong last Friday,
with a total of 1 million doses. This act of us kick-starts a very important
vaccination programme in Hong Kong. We are very determined, very committed to
rolling out a free and universal vaccination programme for the people of Hong
Kong so that we could get ourselves out of this epidemic as soon as possible.
I would appeal to all residents in Hong Kong: when your turn comes, please
register on the Internet and come forward to receive your jab as soon as
possible. We have enough vaccines procured. We will do all we could to make
it easier for residents to receive the vaccination. But at the end of the
day, this job, like all the other efforts that we have made in the past year,
requires the full collaboration of the people of Hong Kong. Protect yourself,
protect your family and your loved ones and help Hong Kong society to recover
as soon as possible, please come forward to receive the vaccination.
 
Reporter: Regarding the public statement from Hong Kong and Macao Affairs
Office, only true patriots will be allowed to take up positions of authority
in the executive, legislative and judicial branches. Can you clarify what
exactly is a "true patriot"? Is a person who supports democracy for Hong Kong
considered as unpatriotic? And also will pro-democracy figures basically be
barred from running in future elections? And also do you still stand by your
earlier comments that the Chief Executive should better be selected by
elections rather than by consultation?
 
Chief Executive:  First of all, I don't think the adjective "true" has been
used by the Hong Kong and Macao Affairs Office Director. In my view, you
could only be patriotic or not patriotic. I don’t think you can have a false
patriot who could pretend to be a patriot. What Director Xia has said and
which I agree is that it should not be very difficult to distinguish someone
who is patriotic from someone who is not. He has outlined in detail those
situations which you would not regard a person like that as patriotic. For
example a person who did not support "One Country, Two Systems", a person who
feels that Hong Kong could be independent, a person who prefers to collude
with another overseas authority to subvert the power of the Central
Government and the Hong Kong SAR Government. These persons with these sort of
acts and actions could not be described as patriotic. What Director Xia has
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elaborated is, when everybody has to be patriotic to join the political
structure, if that particular person is in a very important position, then he
or she should be even more patriotic, in Chinese is å …å®šæ„›åœ‹è€…. You have
to be a very firm and decisive patriot to the extent that you would be
prepared to put in your every effort to defend "One Country, Two Systems"
regardless of your personal sacrifices. I think that is the distinction that
he has made. It's not between a true and false patriot.
 
     This need to change the electoral system and arrangements in Hong Kong
is for one single purpose, that is to make sure that whoever is governing
Hong Kong is patriotic and those who govern Hong Kong are not confined to the
Chief Executive or her political team. It applies to various aspects in the
political structure, that is, the executive, the legislative, the judiciary,
the District Councils and the civil service. It is not about obstructing the
development of the pro-democracy party in Hong Kong, as long as whoever has
that political inclination, it's not someone who is unpatriotic, who will do
the things that I have just described to you based on what I heard this
morning from Director Xia’s speech.
 
     Article 45 of the Basic Law allows for the selection of the Chief
Executive by consultation or by election. Given what we have already done in
the past 23 years and these current circumstances, I still feel that choosing
a Chief Executive by election is my personal preference.
 
Reporter: About vaccines. Professor Ben Cowling, the Hong Kong University
public health expert has said that, if we use the Sinovac vaccine, which only
has barely 50 per cent efficacy rate, he said that it’s not the best option
to achieve high level of herd immunity. Do you think that the Government will
have this misleading footing to believe that it's actually safe, and also
make the public to believe that it's actually safe after getting the vaccine,
and after you relax those social distancing measures and in turn put the
whole Hong Kong population at bigger risk? And why are there only five
centres with the Sinovac vaccines? Do you think that not a lot of people will
try to get the Sinovac jabs?
 
Chief Executive: I have to spend some time to reply to your questions because
your questions are quite loaded, or being quite critical about a particular
vaccine, that is Sinovac, which is manufactured and developed in the Mainland
of China. First, let me describe again, every vaccine authorised by the
Secretary for Food and Health for emergency use in Hong Kong is based on a
very stringent and robust system governed by law. It is nothing that is just
administrative in nature, it is governed by law. There is a legal framework.
Within that legal framework, that vaccine has to be recommended by an expert
panel of advisors. And if you go through the list of 12 experts, they are
really experts in their respective fields. For the Sinovac vaccine, the
expert advisory panel has conducted two lengthy meetings, read hundreds of
pages of data and documents, and also looked at the efficacy of the vaccine
in other places before they made a recommendation that the Secretary for Food
and Health could authorise this vaccine for use. As one of the experts put
it, it is too simplistic to try to compare the vaccine's percentage one
against the other. There are many factors involved. I will not be drawn into



that particular percentage, but I need to assure everyone, especially we are
on the first day of kick-starting this vaccination programme, that the
Government is very serious about the safety, efficacy and quality of
vaccines. We would only use vaccines which meet those high standards before
we put it into the Government vaccination programme.
 
     You asked about social distancing. Up till now, we have not done
anything about social distancing relaxation which has anything to do with
vaccination. And I do not envisage that within a very short span of time, we
will relax social distancing on the basis of vaccination because it would
take a pretty lengthy time before the vaccination will have their desired
effects in protecting individuals from being infected, in creating a certain
degree of herd immunity in society. If the cases do come down steadily,
especially the unlinked local cases, then we may have more basis to relax the
measures, but it has nothing to do with vaccination. Your accusation that we
are using vaccination to relax and hence creating more risk is simply not
true.
 
     The third is a factual question. The reason why we have put Sinovac in
five of the 29 Community Vaccination Centres is because of the nature and the
characteristics of the vaccines. Fosun/BioNTech is very demanding in terms of
temperature control, in terms of dilution, so it has to be used in a very
sophisticated environment where we have all these medical and nursing staff,
have sufficient space for people to rest and also we will have contingency if
things go wrong. But the Sinovac vaccine is a normal vaccine that could be
put in the refrigerator, so we are extensively using the Sinovac vaccine in
private clinics where you have only a doctor and a nurse. They can easily
administer the Sinovac vaccine in the same way that they are using the flu
vaccine on behalf of the Hong Kong SAR Government. It is not  favouring one
vaccine over another. I would say that my colleagues, the Secretary for the
Civil Service and the Secretary for Food and Health, have put in a lot of
efforts to decide where to put these vaccines in order to achieve the best
results. If you just count the number of vaccination places, the Sinovac
vaccine will have even more outlets than the BioNTech vaccine because it's
available in over 1 000 private doctors' clinics in Hong Kong.
 
(Please also refer to the Chinese portion of the transcript.)
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Import of poultry meat and products
from Viru-Nigula Parish of LÃ¤Ã¤ne-
Viru County in Estonia suspended

     The Centre for Food Safety (CFS) of the Food and Environmental Hygiene
Department announced today (February 22) that in view of a notification from
the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) about an outbreak of highly
pathogenic H5N8 avian influenza in Viru-Nigula Parish of Lääne-Viru County in
Estonia, the CFS has instructed the trade to suspend the import of poultry
meat and products from the above-mentioned area with immediate effect to
protect public health in Hong Kong.

     A CFS spokesman said that Hong Kong has currently established a protocol
with Estonia for the import of poultry meat but not for poultry eggs.
According to the Census and Statistics Department, no poultry meat was
imported from Estonia last year. 

     "The CFS has contacted the Estonian authorities over the issue and will
closely monitor information issued by the OIE and the relevant authorities on
the avian influenza outbreaks. Appropriate action will be taken in response
to the development of the situation," the spokesman said.
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